
Abstract 

This thesis focuses on pilgrimages to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem from the 

Czech lands during the first third of the 20th century. The aim of the thesis is to analyze the 

motivations, traditions, and experiences of Czech pilgrims who embarked on this spiritual 

journey between 1900 and 1935. The first third of the 20th century was a period of significant 

cultural, political, and religious changes, which influenced the perception and organization of 

pilgrimages. The study examines the factors that influenced pilgrims' decisions, the rituals and 

ceremonies performed during their stay in Jerusalem, and the impact of these experiences on 

their religious and personal lives. Emphasis is placed on historical sources such as travel diaries, 

photographs, newspaper articles, and literature, which provide insight into the pilgrims and their 

experiences. The thesis also addresses the broader social, cultural, and political context of this 

period, including the impact of World War I and the formation of the new Czechoslovak state. 

The study offers a fresh perspective on the significance of pilgrimages to the Holy Land for 

Czech Catholics and demonstrates how these journeys evolved in connection with changes in 

religious practices and the modernization of travel during this time. 

 


