
The thesis deals with the issue of securitisation of Russian natural gas supplies from the 

perspective of German energy security and focuses on the period after the beginning of the 

Russian-Ukrainian conflict. The thesis starts by defining the concept of energy security, its 

levels and threat categories. Subsequently, the main features of German energy policy and the 

development of German-Russian energy relations with a focus on natural gas supplies are 

presented. Based on a knowledge of the historical context of the German-Russian energy 

partnership, the thesis asks when and how, or in response to which events, the securitisation 

and desecuritisation of Russian natural gas supplies to Germany occurred in the political debate. 

It then focuses on the question of which actors securitised or desecuritised the debate on Russian 

gas supplies and for what reasons. Using discursive analysis, the thesis traces the development 

of this phenomenon in relation to German energy security in the political debate among 

members of the Bundestag, specifically in the periods 2014, 2019, 2020/2021 and 2022. While 

some German MPs perceived Russia as a less trustworthy partner after the annexation of Crimea 

and the outbreak of violent clashes, these concerns did not translate into energy policy, and 

Germany remained faithful to the interdependent relationship in which it had historically seen 

security as a guarantee. Despite subsequent foreign policy crises, German energy policy 

remained on a steady course until the turning point of the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 

February 2022. Only the direct threat to energy security led to a change in discourse and policy 

itself, and Germany ended its long-standing economic symbiosis with Russia. This thesis traces 

the genesis of the different actors' positions, the key arguments in the political debate and their 

interrelations. As a result, it offers a comprehensive analysis of the discourse of the political 

debate on energy security focused on Russian natural gas supplies and reflects on its 

implications for German energy security and policy. 


