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Sofia Chatzigeorgiou initially contacted me in February 2018 while working as a 

research assistant in Biotechnology and Molecular Biology at Contipro, a.s. During this 

time, she proposed her own Ph.D. research topic, outlining clear potential aims and 

methodologies. Her enthusiasm for research and strong motivation to pursue doctoral 

studies convinced me to accept her into the program. 

Sofia’s thesis deals with the challenges of using hyaluronan-degrading enzymes to 

prepare oligosaccharides and derivatives, a topic that has both scientific and industrial 

relevance. From the outset, Sofia demonstrated exceptional intelligence, academic 

skills, and proficiency in English, which facilitated her effective communication of 

ideas and research progress. Despite the physical distance from the laboratory where 

her experimental work was conducted, Sofia consistently provided detailed updates 

on her progress, challenges, and proposed solutions.  

Sofia made steady progress throughout her Ph.D. She carefully considered feedback 

and criticism from me, Mgr. Jílková, and other colleagues at Contipro, especially 

during the preparation of her thesis. Her ability to improve her work based on 

comments demonstrates her openness to learning and improving.  

Given the academic rigor, innovative approach, and practical relevance demonstrated 

in her dissertation, I am confident that her work meets the highest standards required 

for a Ph.D. degree. Therefore, I strongly recommend that Sofia’s thesis be accepted for 

defense. 

I am certain her contributions to science will continue to make a significant impact. 

 

 

In Prague, January 15, 2025    Doc. RNDr. Jan Bobek, Ph.D. 




