ABSTRACT

The diploma thesis deals with the topic of acquiring initial reading literacy of pupils with
specific language impairment attending a special primary school for pupils with speech
impediments. The aim of the thesis is to evaluate the level of initial reading literacy of pupils
with specific language impairment and to compare it with the intact population. Furthermore,
the diploma thesis aims to compare the results in the field of initial reading literacy of pupils
with an expressive type of specific language impairment and pupils with a mixed type of
specific language impairment, and thus to evaluate the impact of deficits in speech
understanding on the development of initial reading literacy. In the theoretical part of the thesis,
based on the study of scientific literature, the speech pathology diagnosis of specific language
impairment is characterized, and terminological terms related to reading literacy and initial
reading literacy are defined. The theoretical part of the thesis also describes the deficits of
individual language structures of pupils with specific language impairment resulting in
impaired penetration into the area of initial reading literacy. The empirical part of the thesis
presents case studies of six selected pupils from the second year of a special primary school for
pupils with speech impediments. The research was conducted in the form of mixed research.
Testing of the level of individual areas of initial literacy of pupils with specific language
impairment was carried out using a standardized diagnostic battery. The tested areas were
decoding in reading, reading with comprehension, writing and selected pre-reading skills. A

total of twelve pupils with specific language impairment were involved in this testing.
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