The Czech Nuclear law

The Nuclear law is an importnat part of the Environmental law. The Nuclear

law regulates the peaceful use of nuclear energy and of inonizing radiation, which are
the activities potentially dangerous for the environment. This area is a component of a
special part of the Environmental law. The ionizing radiation is classified as a particular
source of hazard to the environment.

This diploma thesis deals with the Czech Nuclear law, and that by means of
characterization of a valid legal regulations in the context of international and European
law and by means of an analysis of the questions of building and operation of nuclear
power stations in Czech republic.

The main source of the Czech legal regulation is the Act No. 18/1997 Coll., on
peaceful use of nuclear energy and ionizing radiation (Nuclear law) and changes and
amendments of some laws. The Nuclear law is a high-quality legal regulation of the
peaceful use of nuclear energy and ionizing radiation, which respects the requirements
of the international and European law, comparable with the legal regulations of other
advanced countries.

After a short presentation of the history of development of nuclear energy and

ionizing radiation use, the first part of this thesis oulines both the international and
European legal regulations of this sector. Next, the development and characterization of
the valid Czech legal regulations are descriped in comparison with the international and
European legal regulations. The Czech Nuclear law is analysed in term of the principles
and tools of the environment protection. The state administration in the field of nuclear
law is also outlined.

The second part of the thesis addresses the questions of building and of

operation of nuclear power stations in Czech republic. The questions of individual
licence systems are analysed in great detail, together with their specificity, with regard
to the questions of proceedings participants and the possibility of engagement of the
public in the proceedings.
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In the final part of the thesis, several topics for legislation and application

practice are presented, which concern the possibility of increasing the number of
participants and of public participation in the licence systems, and also the possibility
of shortening the duration of these proceedings.

The nuclear energy has manifold use, both in energetics and health service, but

there is also the possibilty of its misuse for military purposes. This misuse could have
fatal consequences not only for the environment, but for mankind as well. For this
reasons, it is necessary to regulate this area not only on national, but also on
international level. A good legal framework, with proper preventative measures,
contributes to a safer and more efficient use of nuclear energy and ionizing radiation. It
also supports a better understanding of these questions, and last but not least, it
prevents a possible misuse of nuclear energy and ionizing radiation as well as possible
damage to the environment.
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