Community energy and its role in the decentralisation of energy

Abstract

This thesis focuses on community energy and its role in the decentralisation of energy
production. Its main purpose is to provide an analysis of the legal regulation of community
energy in Czech law and in European Union legislation, particularly contained in the IMED and
RED Il directives. This thesis also aims to address the concept of energy decentralisation, which
is an interconnected vessel and a fundamental prerequisite for any development of community
energy. In this context, the thesis also examines the role of energy decentralisation in some
international strategic documents. This thesis presents general definitions of energy
communities, their history, and focuses on the different elements that connect and differentiate
various types of energy communities. This thesis also describes the activities that energy
communities may perform in the energy sector and their social and economic benefits. This
thesis does not limit itself to a plain description of the legal forms that energy communities can
take ((i.e., (i) renewable energy communities and (ii) (citizen) energy communities), but further
distinguishes their taxonomy based on their activities in the energy sectors into specific types
(regardless of their aforementioned legal form). The goal of this dual distinction is to present
energy communities as complex and diverse legal entities with a wide range of activities,
thereby creating a more comprehensive picture of energy communities that a plain abstract legal
division may not necessarily achieve on its own. The key legal regulation addressed in this work
is the so-called OZE Il amendment to the energy act, which incorporated both legal forms of
energy communities into the energy act. In addition to the aforementioned description of the
regulations introduced by OZE II, this thesis also highlights certain shortcomings and missed

opportunities that burden the Czech legal regulation of community energy.
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