
Abstract: 

The bachelor thesis focuses on the depiction of the character of Mary, the mother of Jesus of 

Nazareth, in the folkloric narrative of the “Toledot Yeshu”. At the same time, the thesis 

examines the story of his conception. Since this depiction reflects a broader context of the 

interreligious relations and attitudes, including theological trends, such as the Cult of Marian 

Devotion, the addition of the story of Jesus’ conception and the emphasis on his parents’ 

background to the narrative can be traced much later. For this reason, the thesis aims to compare 

selected references to the topic of the virgin birth and the incarnation in the Talmud, as well as 

the attitude towards these topics in the medieval antichristian polemics. Concurrently, the topics 

are contrasted with the Christian Fathers and their approach towards the problematics of the 

virgin birth and the incarnation. 

 


