Abstract

The aim of the research was to discover how members of the Ukrainian community participate
in the integration of Ukrainian refugees in Czechia, how much they help them and in what ways.
Another aim was to observe the process of social integration and identify the obstacles faced
by refugees. The focus was on the relations within the Ukrainian community and the motivation
of its members to support their compatriots. The research was conducted using the qualitative
method of focus groups and involved a total of 16 informants divided into three groups. The
qualitative part of the research was preceded by a quantitative pre-research in the form of a
questionnaire survey with a final number of 350 respondents. Given the large representation of
the Ukrainian minority in Czechia, the author assumed the functioning of migration networks.
Indeed, social ties to Ukrainians were one of the main reasons for choosing Czechia as a
destination country. The helpfulness of the Ukrainian community in the integration process did
not turn out to be as intense as expected. Sustained and intensive support was provided mainly
on the basis of strong (kinship) ties. Support networks played a major role in the planning
process and shortly after the refugee's arrival in Czechia, by providing basic information about
the stay, arranging transport, finding accommodation, and communicating with the authorities.
The Ukrainian community is segmented and the integration actors are mainly Ukrainians with
permanent residence or citizenship of Czechia, whose main motivation is emotional satisfaction
(desire to help). Refugees most often turn to their compatriots when they are looking for a job
and they also like to spend their free time together. However, they do not show dependence on
community support. Barriers were identified in the following areas: learning Czech, finding

accommodation, health care including insurance, education, labour market, financial security.
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