
Abstract: 

 

This thesis examines the literary characters in the novels aṭ-Ṭuljānī (2014) and Mirʾāt al-khāsir 

(2019) by contemporary Tunisian writer Shukrī al-Mabkhūt. Its aim is to propose a typology of 

literary characters of these two novels that create a shared fictional world. In addition to 

analysing the selected novels and their literary characters, the thesis also contextualizes these 

works within the tradition of Arabic-language Tunisian novels and situates their events within 

the political and historical context of Tunisia in the second half of the 20th century. To 

typologize the literary characters of al-Mabkhūt's novels, the method of social-contextual 

analysis of the selected novels and the analysis of the psychosocial, cultural and historical 

features of their literary characters were chosen. The resulting typologization, in addition to 

revealing the differences between characters coming from different types of backgrounds, 

comes with the division of characters into literary types based on their position in hierarchical 

society and their way of coping with the unfree Tunisian environment. By proposing a way of 

perceiving these characters, the thesis contributes to a better comprehension of the literary 

depiction of changes occurring in Tunisian society in the second half of the 20th century. 

 


