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OVERALL ASSESSMENT 

 
Contribution 
 
Václava Sedláková wrote an excellent thesis on an important topic of the development of inequality in 
the Czech Republic based on disposable income, which is of interest to the Czech policy makers as 
well as the wider public. Some of her results, in particular her heterogeneity results focused on 
different groups of households across their income deciles and types, are striking. For example, one of 
the motivations behind her thesis is to investigate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, and she 
concludes that the outbreak did not result in a decline in real disposable income. 
 
Methods 
 
The data and the methodology are appropriate for the topic and research questions at hand. 
Specifically, Václava uses the state-of-the-art EU-SILC data set for Czech households and applies the 
standard, mostly descriptive empirical methods to it. When discussing the data used and the results, it 
is clear that Václava has an in-depth understanding of the complexities the household-level data 
entail. She is right to adjust the incomes for inflation and to focus on real disposable incomes. 
 
Václava did a good job of describing the specific results, but she could have done better job 
summarising her results in the introduction or the conclusion. When arriving at and interpreting her 
findings, I lacked a bit of more general discussion of what the results of the specific tables and graphs 
mean and how they can be interpreted together, if in any way. 
 
Literature 
 
Václava has done a very good job of understanding and presenting some of the relevant literature, but 
she is less clear about the contribution of her thesis to the existing literature.  
 
The results of the Urkund analysis do not indicate significant text similarity with other available 
sources. 
 
Manuscript form 
  
The thesis is written in appropriate English and the formatting of the text is adequate for a thesis. 
 
Still, several minor aspects could be improved. For example, the abstract is not very informative about 
the thesis and lacks the discussion of findings altogether. The theory section is relevant for the 
research included in the thesis, but its presentation is too textbook-like.  

 
Suggested questions for the committee 
 
Would you be interested in reworking your thesis into a policy relevant study for the purposes of public 
discussion about the development of real disposable income and inequality and what changes would 
you expect to make towards that objective? 
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Summary  

 
In short, the thesis fulfils the requirements for a master thesis at IES, Faculty of Social Sciences, 
Charles University, and, in my view, Václava Sedláková did an excellent job of writing a thesis and I 
recommend a grade of A. Moreover, due to its quality, I recommend his thesis for a distinction and 
other awards. 
 

SUMMARY OF POINTS AWARDED (for details, see below):  
 

CATEGORY POINTS 

Contribution                 (max. 30 points) 30 

Methods                       (max. 30 points) 25 

Literature                     (max. 20 points) 19 

Manuscript Form         (max. 20 points) 18 

TOTAL POINTS         (max. 100 points) 92 

GRADE            (A – B – C – D – E – F) A 
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE: 

 
 
CONTRIBUTION:  The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to 
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the 
thesis. 
 
 
 
 
METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s 
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.  
 
 
 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way. 
 
 
 
 

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including 
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a 
complete bibliography. 
  
 

 
 
Overall grading: 

 

TOTAL GRADE 

91 – 100 A 

81 - 90 B 

71 - 80 C 

61 – 70 D 

51 – 60 E 

0 – 50 F 

 


