Abstract

This dissertation explores the emergence and development of new left-wing movements in
Central-Eastern Europe, specifically focusing on the Polish party Razem and the Slovenian
party Levica. Following the 2008 financial crisis, these parties emerged amidst a wave of new
democratic socialist movements across Europe, characterized by an anti-austerity platform.
The study aims to determine if these movements can be classified as populist within the context
of Central-Eastern Europe, given the region's unique political landscape marked by post-
communist legacies and scepticism towards socialism. Utilising a qualitative methodology,
including document analysis, critical discourse analysis, and comparative historical research,
the paper investigates the ideological foundations and rhetorical strategies of both parties. The
findings reveal that while both Razem and Levica share core elements of new left ideology,
their use of populist rhetoric varies, reflecting different national contexts and strategic
approaches. This study contributes to the broader understanding of left-wing populism in a
region typically dominated by right-wing narratives, offering insights into the evolving

political dynamics of post-communist societies.



