Abstract

The thesis aims to research how Czech speakers of the English language with language levels
spanning from the A2 to the B2 levels pronounce dental fricatives. Dental fricatives are
among the sounds not found in the Czech phonemic inventory and thus may prove
challenging for Czech speakers to produce. The theoretical part describes the target sounds in
detail phonetically, phonologically and in their varieties in connected speech and across both
native and non-native accents. The theoretical part then also summarises some of the
important research that has already been conducted about the sounds, and the approaches to
teaching them to EFL students. The practical part is strictly research based and studies how
the speakers pronounce the target sounds in differing language contexts and if they substitute
them by other sounds. Furthermore, it scrutinises possible factors influencing the anticipated
substitutions such as the sound’s position in a word, its voicing, the adjacent sounds, the
spelling of the word and speaker background, such as level of English, sex, age and exposure
to English in the speakers’ lives.
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