ABSTRACT

This study identifies opportunities for applying food topics in the teaching of chemistry at
elementary school. The theoretical section notes the position of chemistry within the teaching
of science at Czech elementary schools (ISCED 1-2). Suitable topics within the Czech
Republic’s Framework Educational Programme for Basic Education within which the issue can
be included are also identified. The chemistry curriculum at elementary schools includes many
points which link to primary agricultural production and the processing and food industry, but
also to the general chemical industry which is involved in the production of industrial fertilisers

and plastics.

The issue of emissions, greenhouse gases and the increase in the carbon footprint is also
included. Topics are viewed in terms of impact on food production and quality in a globalized

world.

The practical section proposes tasks for pupils to work on independently. These are based on
searching electronic sources, working with commonly available foods and simple chemical
calculations. The objective here is to improve pupils’ powers of observation, independent
thinking and ability to work independently, including deepening their knowledge through

practical activities.
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