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Abstrakt 

 

Předložená práce se věnuje královským zádušním doménám ve Staré říši a úloze, kterou tyto 

domény hrály pro kulty králů a pro hospodářství státu v tomto období. Práce spojuje starší již 

publikovaný materiál z královských komplexů a nekrálovských hrobek s nově objeveným 

vyobrazením procesí zádušních domén z nedávných vykopávek vzestupné cesty Sahureova 

pyramidového komplexu v Abúsíru. Úvodní část se stručně zmiňuje o Sahureově 

pyramidovém komplexu a jeho výzkumu (kapitola 1), následuje přehled shrnující dosavadní 

teorie o různých typech zádušních domén a jejich funkci (kapitola 2), chronologicky 

uspořádaný soubor dostupných dokladů o zádušních doménách z archeologických a 

písemných pramenů (kapitola 3), popis a analýza nově objevených scén zádušních domén ze 

vzestupné cesty Sahureova zádušního komplexu (kapitola 4). Závěrečná kapitola presentuje 

nový pohled na problematiku zádušních domén, vycházející z celkového zhodnocení nově 

dostupného materiálu (kapitola 5).  

 

 

 

Abstract 

 

The study at hand focuses on the royal funerary domains in the Old Kingdom and the role 

which these domains played in supporting the cult of the Old Kingdom kings, as well as their 

function in the economy of the state. The present study aims to bring together the information 

about the old and already published royal funerary domains in the royal and non-royal tombs, 

and present the newly discovered procession of funerary domains from the recently excavated 

causeway of the pyramid complex of Sahura at Abusir. Following a brief introduction to the 

pyramid complex of Sahura and its exploration (chapter 1), an overview is presented 

summarizing the old theories about different types of domains and their function (chapter 2). 

The following chapters contain a complete, chronologically arranged, overview of the royal 

funerary domains attested in both archaeological and textual evidence (chapter 3), and a 

description and analysis of the newly discovered funerary domains of Sahura from the 

causeway of his pyramid complex (chapter 4). The final chapter presents a new view on the 

problem of the royal funerary domains in general, based on the analysis of the newly 

discovered material (chapter 5).  
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

 

I.1   Sahura’s Funerary Complex and Its Exploration   (pl. I) 

 

At the beginning of the Fifth Dynasty, King Userkaf built his sun temple at 

Abusir. The reasons for selecting this part of the Memphite necropolis for this monument 

are not quite clear, and are a subject of discussion among Egyptologists. Sahura, 

obviously influenced by the presence of his father’s sun temple at the site, decided to 

construct his pyramid complex at Abusir, and thus founded a necropolis which continued 

to be used for part of the Fifth Dynasty by his three successors, their family members, 

and highest officials. Sahura’s pyramid complex represents one of the milestones in the 

architectural development of royal funerary complexes during the Old Kingdom. 

Therefore, its exploration is particularly important.      

The earliest exploration of the funerary complex of Sahura was undertaken by 

John S. Perring in 1837.1 He discovered and unearthed the entrance to the royal burial 

chamber. Although his excavation was limited to the northern side of the pyramid only, 

he uncovered valuable information which paved the way for the Prussian Expedition 

directed by Karl Richard Lepsius in 1843.2 The expedition surveyed all the pyramids at 

Abusir, and numbered the pyramid of Sahura – Lepsius 28. Later on, in 1988, Jacques de 

Morgan reopened the entrance passage in the pyramid.3 

German Egyptologist Ludwig Borchardt, the director of the Deutsche Orient-

Gesellschaft Expedition, carried out the principle exploration of Sahura’s pyramid 

complex. Borchardt’s two volume monograph about this exploration is so far the most 

important source of information about the monument. He paid great attention to the 

architecture of the complex, especially the pyramid superstructure and substructure, 

mortuary temple, and the valley temple. Surprisingly, he left most of the causeway 

                                                 
1 J. S. Perring’s work was published by H. Vyse in Appendix to Operations Carried on at the Pyramids of 
Gizeh in 1937, vol. 3 (1842), 12 ff. 
2 K. R. Lepsius, Denkmäler aus Aegyptyen und Aethiopien I (Berlin, 1849), 131–134. 
3 M. Verner, The Pyramids: their archaeology and history (London, 2003), 282–283.  
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unexplored, except for its upper and lower ends.4 Yet, he concentrated on the wall reliefs, 

which are considered so far to be the most complete example of a decorative program of 

a royal funerary complex from the Old Kingdom.5 

After Borchardt’s excavation of Sahura’s pyramid complex, Celeste Rinaldi and 

Vito Maragiolio, two Italian architects, surveyed the site in the early 1960s, and made 

some important observations concerning this pyramid complex.6 However, after 

Borchardt’s work, there was no major interest in further exploration of Sahura’s pyramid 

complex. The situation, however, changed in the mid-1990s.  

 

I.2   The New Discovery of Blocks from Sahura’s Causeway 

 

In 1994, the Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA) decided to open the site of 

Abusir to tourists. Prior to the opening of the site, however, some restoration work was 

needed in the mortuary temple of Sahura, in addition to the removal of previous 

excavation debris left around the temple by Borchardt.7 A loader was used to clear the 

area to the north of the upper part of the causeway. It was a big surprise when the loader 

hit a huge limestone block with relief decoration. The SCA team immediately stopped the 

work of the loader, and undertook a careful investigation of the site. The discovery of this 

block and subsequently several other limestone blocks confirmed that Borchardt’s 

investigation did not include a major part of the approximately 200 meter long causeway. 

At first, the work concentrated on the area to the north of the upper part of the 

causeway, about 45 meters east of the entrance hall of the mortuary temple. The SCA 

Expedition directed by Zahi Hawass succeeded in unearthing four decorated blocks (and 

a large number of fragments) from the causeway. 

In October 2002, the work continued but under the direction of Tarek El-Awady. 

This time, however, excavation was undertaken on the southern side of the causeway, 

                                                 
4 L. Borchardt, Das Grabdenkmal des Königs ŚáAHu-rea, vols. I–II, WVDOG 14/26 (Leipzig, 1910–
1913). 
5 With the newly discovered blocks from the causeway, Sahura’s relief program is the most complete 
decorative program of a royal funerary complex from the Old Kingdom. 
6 V. Maragioglio and C. Rinaldi, L’architettura Piramidi Menfite : Le Piramidi di Userkaf, Sahurâ, 
Neferirkarâ. La piramide Incompiuta e le Piramidi minori di Abu Sir, part VII (Torino, 1977), 44ff. 
7 Borchardt, Sahure, I, figs. 2, 23. 
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opposite to the area dug in 1994. In almost a three month period, the expedition 

discovered six huge blocks decorated with reliefs in addition to 212 relief fragments. 

On September 1, 2003, the SCA Expedition started its third archeological season 

around the causeway of Sahura; and, after two months, it revealed three more huge 

blocks. On November 5, the excavation was moved again from the southern side to the 

northern side of the causeway, west of the area excavated in 1994. The reason for this 

decision, as El-Awady explained,8 was based on a significant observation, namely the 

distance between the discovered blocks in the southern part had increased as he continued 

towards the valley. In his opinion, he believes that the stone robbers had easier access to 

the blocks that were closer to the Nile Valley which would explain the increase in 

distance between the blocks. 

Having moved the excavation to the north, he thoroughly investigated the 

uppermost part of the northern side of the causeway. Borchardt referred to this area in his 

publication; however, he did not mention any finds. In fact, he used this part of the 

causeway as a dump for his excavation debris from the mortuary temple. 

     It took less than three months of excavation to uncover six huge blocks in this 

approximately 20 meter long section of the causeway. In fact, two of these blocks 

originally belonged to a single block which had split apart into two pieces. The discovery 

definitively proved that Borchardt did not excavate this area at all, since the blocks were 

found directly under the debris of his excavation. 

The exploration by the SCA has so far revealed eighteen decorated blocks from 

both parts of Sahura’s causeway – the largest number of polychrome reliefs known from 

the causeways of Old Kingdom pyramid complexes. Hundreds of fragments discovered 

with the blocks create the possibility of completing the scenes which decorated the walls 

of Sahura’s causeway.     

 

I.3   Previous Research and Publication of the Newly Discovered Blocks 

 

                                                 
8  The relief decoration of the newly discovered blocks and also the old blocks are discussed in detail in the 
PhD dissertation of T. El-Awady, Pyramid Causeways in the Old Kingdom: Evolution of the Architecture 
and Definition of the Relief Decoration Program, submitted to Charles University in Prague in the year 
2006, 160.  
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After the first field season in 1994, the four discovered blocks were photographed 

and documented by the Egyptian team in collaboration with the Czech mission working 

at Abusir. The results from this first analysis were published in a preliminary report by 

Zahi Hawass and Miroslav Verner in MDAIK.9  

The material discovered since 2002 was analyzed and interpreted by Tarek El-

Awady. He discusses the 13 newly discovered blocks and the decorative scheme of the 

causeway in his PhD dissertation undertaken at the Faculty of Arts, Charles University, 

Prague.10 At present, his work is in press as volume XVI in the Abusir monograph series 

published by the Czech Institute of Egyptology. The work of El-Awady concentrates on 

various decorative motifs related to Sahura’s rule; however, one specific group of scenes 

was not included, namely the large scenes with long processions of Sahura’s funerary 

domains.  

The scenes with Sahura’s funerary domains are the subject of this dissertation, 

which primarily attempts to present these new epigraphic and iconographic materials and, 

at the same time, show their role in the economy of the Egyptian state during the Old 

Kingdom.  

The discovery of a number of Sahura’s funerary domains is of a great importance 

because so far Old Kingdom pyramid complexes have yielded very little evidence 

concerning the royal funerary domains. On the one hand, this shows the urgent need for 

more exploration of other pyramid complexes; while, on the other, it gives us an 

opportunity to initiate new discussions about the meaning of the domains, their function, 

duration, and  locations, as well as their position within the system of the Old Kingdom 

economy.  

                                                 
9 Z. Hawass and M. Verner, “Newly Discovered Blocks from the Causeway of Sahure,” MDAIK 52 (1996), 
177–186. 
10 See footnote 8.  
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CHAPTER II: THE FUNERARY DOMAIN  
AS AN ECONOMIC INSTITUTION  

 
 
 

II.1    Introduction to the Ancient Egyptian Economy 
 

A study of the ancient Egyptian economy is a very complex problem, especially as 

far as the Old Kingdom is concerned since our sources are rather limited, or do not exist 

at all. Nevertheless, many scholars have tried to tackle the problem and examine its 

different aspects. The fundamental study of the economic history of ancient Egypt was 

presented by Wolfgang Helck11 in 1975. In his monograph, Helck attempted to examine 

and explain the development of the ancient Egyptian economy and its different aspects 

through a major part of history – from the beginning of the Old Kingdom until the end of 

the New Kingdom. After this synthetical work, most of the subsequent studies have dealt 

in- depth with a much more limited number of questions related to different aspects of the 

economy in ancient Egypt. They include, for instance, a study by Juan Carlos Moreno 

García about the agro-economy in Old Kingdom provinces.12 A majority of these studies, 

however, concentrates on the New Kingdom and later periods which is largely due to the 

availability of sources.13 The rather restricted historical sources and the hitherto accepted 

theories based on them enable us to outline, in a very general way, the subsequent picture 

of the early Egyptian state and its economy.  

At the dawn of Egyptian history when the first Egyptian state emerged, the king, 

the terrestrial personification of the supreme god Horus,14 was responsible for the land of 

Egypt and its people. He acted as a mediator between the people and their gods. He also 

presented himself as the only provider and guarantor of the fertility of the land, the 

fecundity of the livestock, and the prosperity of the people. He helped lay the foundations 

of the first administrative institutions, developed cults of deities, and founded new towns 

and estates, etc. His divine power guaranteed the protection and survival of his people 

                                                 
11 W. Helck, Wirtschaftsgeschichte des Alten Ägypten im 3. und 2 Jahrtausend vor Chr. (Leiden, 1975). 
12 J. C. Moreno García, @wt et le milieu rural égyptien du IIIe Millénaire (Paris, 1999). 
13 J. Janssen, “Prolegomena to the study of Egypt’s economic history during the New Kingdom,” in: SAK 3 
(1975), 127–185. 
14 H. Frankfort, Kingship and the Gods: A study of ancient Near Eastern religion as the integration of 
society & nature, Oriental Institute Essay (Chicago, 1978), 34. 
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and, in exchange, the people owed him absolute obedience. The king became the supreme 

power on earth, to him belonged all the country's resources, and at his disposal was also 

the country's workforce.  

Especially important was the role that the king as the supreme authority played in 

the formative stage of the ancient Egyptian state in the development of its agriculture due 

to the very specific natural conditions in Egypt. From the very beginning, ancient 

Egyptian agriculture was dependent upon the Nile and its annual floods, which could 

mean both benefit and disaster for the country. To cope with these specific conditions, it 

was necessary on the one hand to build dikes and drain swamps to gain agricultural land; 

while, on the other hand, it was also important to dig irrigation canals to bring water to 

the fields and gardens. During this process in the early stages of the Egyptian state, a 

strong centralized authority was of essential importance to its successful realization. The 

Scorpion mace head shows scenes which used to be taken as evidence for the king’s role 

in the country's economy: the king is digging a canal and participating in a celebration 

related to the cultivation of land.15 The large irrigation system became, step by step, the 

backbone of Egypt’s economy, and helped the country to survive and develop to date. 

Doubtless, these specific natural conditions also determined the same features of the 

ancient Egyptian "pharaonic" state.  

The early ancient Egyptian state can be described as a strongly centralized, 

complex, political, and cultural organism operating on a number of levels, with the king at 

the top and his closest officials as his assistants. The state was responsible (in the name of 

the king) for collecting the resources in order to support the royal court and its projects. 

Large-scale constructions were the major output of the state administration, including not 

only the aforesaid agricultural activities but also some "non-profitable" ideologically 

determined projects such as the building of pyramid complexes, the monumental royal 

tombs. To finance these major projects, the state collected taxes which usually consisted 

of a large portion of agricultural surplus, in connection with a workforce of people 

organized for the king.16  

                                                 
15 W. Kaiser, “Zur Entstehung der Gesamtägypischen Staates,”  in: MDAIK 46 (1990), 287–299. 
16 T. A. H. Wilkinson, “State,” in: D.B. Redford (ed.), The Oxford Encyclopedia  of Ancient Egypt, vol. 3,  
(Oxford and New York, 2001), 314–318.   
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The most regular event which in Helck’s opinion helped to control the economy 

and administration of the entire country was the census of cattle – an administrative 

apparatus created and developed in order to handle the collection of taxes.17 Biennially, 

the king and his suite traveled throughout the country stopping in some important local 

centers, making needed administrative decisions including judgments, and importantly 

collecting taxes. After collecting the taxes, the state, under the name of the king was 

responsible for redistributing its revenue in the form of offerings and rations. Wilkinson 

presumes that a separate institution called the "treasury" was responsible for collecting the 

revenue, its storage, and redistribution. The inscriptions from the Early Dynastic period 

refer to two names for the treasury: pr-HD "white house" for Upper Egypt and pr-dSr 

"red house" for Lower Egypt. However, it seems that they never coexisted together in one 

particular period; they shifted according to the residence of the ruling king and his central 

administration.18 

Wilkinson also assumes that the system of collecting the agricultural revenue in 

Upper Egypt during the Early Dynastic period was easier than the one in Lower Egypt. 

He thinks that the fields were scattered along the river in Upper Egypt, and the revenue 

could be easily collected by means of barrages cursing up or downstream. As for Lower 

Egypt, he believes that the fields were spread throughout the Delta, and the collection 

would have been very difficult. Therefore, he supposes that the government established 

central collections points in strategic places, which were probably located near the major 

Nile branches.19   

   A noticeable change occurred at the beginning of the Third Dynasty, under the 

reign of Djoser whose funerary complex represents a stunning achievement not only in 

the sense of its architecture but also the economic efficiency of the county, the 

administration, and the ideology of kingship. Helck suggested that the construction of the 

Step Pyramid required an extraordinary recruitment of manpower and resources. 

Therefore, a well-organized bureaucracy and permanent revenue were necessary.20 

Subsequently, it was possible for Egyptian kings to implement similar large-scale projects 

                                                 
17 Helck, Wirtschaftsgeschichte, 22ff.  
18 T. A. H. Wilkinson, Early Dynastic Egypt (London and New York, 2001), 125–126. 
19 Ibid., 125–126.  
20 W. Helck, Untersuchungen zu den Beamtentiteln des ägyptischen alten Reiches (Glückstadt, 1954), 132.  



 26 

and use Egypt’s potential for the benefit of the administration and ideology. It is needless 

to emphasize that these projects helped to develop different arts and crafts, as well as 

increase the knowledge of astronomy, surveying, etc. The state also controlled the internal 

and external trade through the collection of tribute, commercial trade, and levying of 

duties. The market and private property also played a role in the country's economic life 

since the Old Kingdom, although their role was probably rather limited.21 

Our sources provide us with information about various economic and 

administrative institutions which played an important role in the administration and 

economy of the Egyptian state during the Old Kingdom. Among them rank Xnw "the 

residence,"aH" the palace," and pr-ncwt "the king's domain". The precise specification 

and role of these institutions, however, are and will remain for a long time the subject of 

scholarly discussions though some basic studies have already been done. Not surprisingly, 

no Old Kingdom royal palace or residence has been found so far, and archeologically 

examined to give us an idea about the physical structure of these institutions. Our 

knowledge and reconstruction of their functions depend largely on the analysis of 

administrative titles and a few contemporaneous written documents.22    

Over the course of time, the king's ideologically based monopoly began to lose its 

grip on the agricultural land, natural resources, production means, and the workforce of 

the country. At the latest from the end of the Third Dynasty, as shown by the biographical 

inscription of Metjen, agricultural land could be in the possession of a private person who 

could bequeath it to his descendants due to the king's favors and gifts. The offices and 

revenues related to them were granted to noblemen, gifts and different privileges were 

given to the temples. Besides this, there appeared some other socioeconomic processes 

which began to contribute to the reduction of the king's original monopoly of the 

economy and, consequently, a weakening of the centralized state. One of these was a 

shift in the religious conceptions concerning the king's afterlife. At least from the 

beginning of the Fourth Dynasty, it was not enough to provide the dead king with a 

number of different gifts, which were stored in the magazines surrounding his burial 

chamber and would guarantee his afterlife forever. From this period, a permanent supply 

                                                 
21 N. Grimal and B. Menu, Le commerce en Égypte ancienne (Cairo, 1998). 
22 See e.g. O. Goelet, Two aspects of the royal palace in the Egyptian Old Kingdom (PhD diss., Columbia 
University, 1982).  
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of different kinds of food and other products was required to keep the king's funerary cult 

alive "eternally and forever." At the same time, at the beginning of the Fourth Dynasty, 

we also meet for the first time with representations of the royal funerary domains in the 

royal funerary complexes. Therefore, let us more deeply examine the institution of a 

funerary domain and its role both in the royal funerary cult and the ancient Egyptian 

economy during the Old Kingdom.           

 
II.2  Funerary Domains in Previous Theories  

 

The first study that paid attention to funerary domains was presented by Gaston 

Maspero who stressed their importance in the reconstruction of the Old Kingdom 

economy. Hermann Junker also introduced some very stimulating interpretations of 

scenes of the royal funerary domains based on his discoveries in nonroyal tombs at 

Giza.23 However, the only basic study dealing entirely with this subject is the publication 

of Old Kingdom funerary domains by Helen Jacquet-Gordon.24 She collected and 

examined most of the scenes of royal and nonroyal funerary domains, and also introduced 

a valuable study of the names of the funerary domains and their grammatical 

interpretation. Her work is divided into two parts: The first part deals with the meaning 

and role of the funerary domains, and there is also a chapter on their geographical 

division within the nomes; while, the second part is a list of royal and nonroyal funerary 

domains attested in Old Kingdom pyramid complexes and private tombs. She also briefly 

touched on the role of funerary domains in the economy of the country.  

 

Although Jacquet-Gordon’s study represents the major source of information 

about this subject, it is at present in many respects outdated because new pieces of 

evidence concerning funerary domains have been revealed since the publication of her 

                                                 
23 H. Junker, Gîza III. Die Mastabas der vorgeschrittenen V. Dynastie auf dem Westfriedhof, DAWW 
(Vienna and Leipzig, 1938), 77–96; id, Giza XII. Schlussband mit Zusammenfassungen und 
Gesamtverzeichnissen von Bd. 1–12, DAWW 75,2  (Vienna, 1955), 114–122.  
24 H. Jacquet-Gordon,  Les noms de domaines funéraires sous l’ancien empire égyptien, BdE 34, 1–120. 
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book.25 Foremost among the new evidence are the funerary domains from the causeway 

of Sahura which represent the subject of this study.26   

Most of the abovementioned studies examined the funerary domains from the 

point of view of their location; however, only small attention was paid to their actual role 

and position in the system of the economy. Many scholars, above all Helck, stressed the 

economic importance of the funerary domains but they did not offer any thorough 

examination of the problem with clear-cut conclusions.      

 
II.3  Terms Designating the Funerary Domains 
 

In Old Kingdom scenes of the funerary domains, two types of domains occur. The 

first type is designated by a rectangular enclosure with a small building in one corner 

which represents the hieroglyph Hwt; the name of the domain includes the name of the 

king inside the rectangle or the name of the domain founder in the case of private 

domains. The second type is indicated by the round niwt-sign determining the name of 

the domain, which usually includes the king's name in a cartouche.27 The precise 

difference between the two types of domains, Hwt and niwt, is rather difficult to 

establish,28 but there are some indications that they differed in both size and function, 

although both contributed to the royal cult and other state projects. The main task of the 

                                                 
25 N. de Garis Davies, The Rock Tombs of Deir el Gebrâwi, vol. I, ASE 11 (London 1902), 22, pl. 7; P. 
Kaplony, “Neues Material zu einer Prosopographie des Alten Reichs,” MIO 14 (1968), 192–195; J. Málek, 
“Names of Estates of Senedjemib Inti (Giza tomb G 2370),”  in: GM 13 (1974), 21–24; A. Moussa and H. 
Altenmüller, Das Grab des Nianchchnum und Chnumhotep, AV 21 (Mainz am Rhein, 1977), 140–141, pls. 
66–67; N. Kanawati, The Rock Tombs of el-Hawawish : The Cemetery of Akhmim, vol. II (Sydney, 1981), 
37–38; G. Sharawi and Y. Harpur, “The Identity and Positions of Relief Fragments in Museums and Private 
Collections: Reliefs from Various Tombs at Saqqâra,” in: JEA 74 (1988), 61–62; H. Jacquet-Gordon, “La 
procession de domaines funéraires de Seshemnefer-Heba,” in : CRIPEL 13 (1991), 71–78; A. Labrousse, 
“Un bloc décoré funéraire de la mère royale Néferhétepès,”  in: C. Berger and B. Mathieu (eds.), Études sur 
l'Ancien Empire et la nécropole de Saqqara dédiées à J.-Ph. Lauer, OrMonsp 9 (Montpellier, 1997), 263–
270 (B 255); H. Altenmüller,  Die Wanddarstellungen im Grab des Mehu in Saqqara, AV 42 (Mainz, 
1998), 202–205; N. Kanawati and M. Abder-Raziq, The Teti cemetery at Saqqara, vol. 5, The tomb of Hesi, 
ACER 13 (Warminster, 1999), 42, pl. 62; N. Kanawati and M. Abder-Raziq, The Teti cemetery at Saqqara, 
vol. 6, The tomb of Nikauisesi, ACER 14 (Sydney, 2000), 17–23, pls. 53–55; K. Myśliwiec et al., Saqqara 
I: The Tomb of Merefnebef, 2 vols. (Warsaw, 2004), 136–137, pls. 54–55, 57, 59; in addition to the tomb of 
Inti at Abusir (M. Bárta, personal communication), also the false door of Mennefer (M. Afifi, personal 
communication).  
26 See below in Chapter IV. 
27 For the difference between the two types, see M. Atzler, “Einige Bermerkungen zu und  im Alten 
Reich,” in: CdE 47, nos. 93–94 (Janvier-Juillet, 1972), 2–44.  
28 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 3–5; also, Wilkinson, EDE, 118.     
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funerary domains usually consisted of the production and delivery of offerings for a 

deceased king or tomb owner;29 they were supposed to ensure the eternal life of both 

kings and individuals.30 Junker stressed the parallel between the domains in ancient 

Egypt and the Islamic Waqf,31 which functioned in a similar way.32  

Some private funerary domains were established by an owner of the property; the 

others were inherited or gifted by the king. For example, an inscription from the tomb of 

Ibi says that he was a "chief of Hwt," and he owns many private domains, and some royal 

offerings were given to him by the king in order to enrich him."33 However, this thesis 

concentrates on the royal funerary domains, while the private domains are not the subject 

of this study.    

 

The term Hwt 

The Hwt-domain was usually combined with a royal name, and only rarely occurs 

with a private name.34 (Moreover, the term Hwt is often written with a phonetic 

complement t). @wt refers to buildings which the sign represents: clearly defined and 

delimited religious or administrative centers. Some scholars have suggested that Hwt was 

a kind of manorial home, castle, farm, and property protected by a wall35 or, as the case 

may be, simply a terrain surrounded by a wall as suggested by Gardiner.36 According to 

                                                 
29 It is highly accepted among Egyptologists that the royal funerary domains functioned after the death of 
the king despite the absence of evidence; on the contrary, it is more logical that these domains functioned 
during the owner's life and after his death.   
30 B. G. Trigger, B. J. Kemp, D. O’Connor, and A. B. Lloyd, Ancient Egypt: A Social History (Cambridge, 
1983), 104–105.     
31 The Waqf was a foundation established by the owner of a property, and was protected by law for the 
benefit of beneficiaries. These could be either individuals or institutions of public service (mosques, 
schools, hospitals, etc), see S. Sait and H. Lim, Land, Law and Islam: Property and Human Rights in the 
Muslim World (London and New York, 2006), 150–153.  
32 Junker, Giza III, 89.  
33 N. Kanawati, Deir El-Gebrâwi, vol. II, The southern cliff: the tombs of Ibi and others, ACER 25 
(Oxford, 2007), 53.   
34 Exceptionally, some officials gave their own names to some estates, but only to the Hwt-kA type (see 
the text below). However, their name is not depicted inside the Hwt sign, as in the case of the kings. See, 
for example, the vizier Senedjemib-Inti (E. Brovarski, The Senedjemib Complex: The Mastabas of 
Senedjemib Inti (G 2370), Khnumenti (G 2374), and Senedjemib Mehi (G 2378), Giza Mastabas 7 (Boston, 
2001), pl. 48.   
35 Junker, Giza III, 90–96; K. Baer, Rank and Title in the Old Kingdom: The Structure of the Egyptian 
Administration in the Fifth and Sixth Dynasties (Chicago, 1960), 17, 21. 
36 A. Gardiner, Egyptian Grammar, being on Introduction to the Study of Hieroglyphs, 3rd ed. (Oxford, 
1957), 493.   
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Jacquet-Gordon, Hwt was a royal property surrounded by a high wall. She added that 

the sign Hwt also represented a sanctuary inside the temple complex, such as the 

sanctuary inside the Old Kingdom temple of Pepi I at Tell Basta.37  

On the contrary, Moreno García explains that the Hwt-sign represents the stylized 

view of a building or a group of buildings.38 He also presumes that the Hwt-domains 

were established under direct royal patronage. In García’s opinion, the Hwt had many 

functions: it was an administrative center, and it also appears that workers, storerooms, 

little settlements, and fields were tied to it. @wt was also a center for the distribution of 

food rations. However, he stresses its function as a nucleus of agricultural cultivations 

and, moreover, even a fortress in the agricultural environment.39 He bases his arguments 

on the texts from private tombs.   

Consequently, the Hwt was a familiar part of the Egyptian countryside, the center 

of a district, or a territory of a town. The Hwt was a key element in the organization of 

productive activities in addition to the mobilization of workers and products for the 

Egyptian state; as such, it was part of a logistic network of provincial administration and 

ensured the effective domination of the whole country.40  

Stephan Seidlmayer argues that a Hwt was founded only for the king, and is well 

documented in connection with established royal centers since the transition from the 

Third Dynasty to the Fourth Dynasty. It was to function as a religious and economic hub 

controlled by strong administrative offices.41    

@wt also occurs, as previously stressed by Jacquet-Gordon, in the term Hwt-kA 

"ka-chapel" in connection with cult centers.42 Ka-chapels were discovered in different 

places such as Balat43 and Tell Basta.44 Junker took Hwt-kA to mean an area with its 

                                                 
37 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 4–5.  
38 J. C. Moreno García, @wt et le milieu rural égyptien du IIIe Millénaire, (Paris 1999), 24.  
39 Ibid., 205.  
40 Ibid., 208.  
41 S.J. Seidelmayer, “Die staatliche Anlage der 3. Dyn. in der Nordweststadt von Elephantine,” in: M. 
Bietak (ed.), Haus und Palast im Alten Ägypten (Vienna, 1996), 213–214.; id., “Town and State in the Old 
Kingdom – A View from Elephantine,” in: J. Spencer (ed.), Aspects of Early Egypt (London, 1996), 121–
122.   
42 A. M. Blackman, “The Ka-house and the Serdab,” in: JEA 3 (1916), 250–256.   
43 L. Pantalacci, “Un décret de Pepi II en faveur des gouverneurs de l’oasis de Dakhla, ” in: BIFAO 85 
(1985), 245–254.    
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own administration, but it could also have been a chamber that contained a statue inside 

the tomb.45 David O’Connor supports Junker's latter opinion suggesting that it was a 

mud-brick construction for the statue of a king in local temples to which different 

offerings could be presented.46  

 

Another important term connected with Hwt is Hwt-aAt which probably was a 

provincial palace from which the royal agricultural apparatus could be controlled. 

Moreno García suggests that Hwt-aAt was a place where the children of dignitaries 

and high officials were brought to be educated with the royal children.47   

Usually, a Hwt was administratively directed by a HqA "chief."48 According to 

Moreno García, the chief of a Hwt was an official appointed by the king.49 The title 

frequently occurs in the autobiographies of provincial governors.50  

The term Hwt could eventually also refer to a place in which the supplies for 

royal expeditions were deposited. A Hwt with this meaning is mentioned in the Hatnub 

inscriptions, according to which equipment was delivered by the local Hwt to the teams 

sent to the local alabaster quarry.51  

 

The term niwt  

                                                                                                                                                 
44 L. Habachi, Tell Basta (Cairo, 1957), 11–41; A. El-Sawi, Excavation at Tell Basta, Report of Seasons 
1967–1971 and Catalogue finds (Prague, 1979), 75–76.   
45 Junker, Giza III, 118.  
46 D. O’Connor, “The Status of Early Egyptian Temples: an alternative Theory,” in: R. Friedman and B. 
Adams (eds.), The Followers of Horus: Studies Dedicated to Michael Allen Hoffman (Oxford, 1992), 83–
98.    
47 J. C. Moreno García, “Administration territoriale et organisation de l’espace en Égypte au IIIe Millénaire 
avant J-C. (III-IV): nwt mAwt et Hwt-aAt,” in: ZÄS 125 (1998), 45–53.     
48 For a complete study of the title and its division, see Junker, Giza III, 90–96; Baer, Rank and Title, 21, 
170; Helck, Wirtschaftsgeschichte, 60ff; J. P. Piacentini, “On the titles of the HqAw Hwt,” in: Schafik 
Allam (ed.), Grund und Boden in Altägypten : (rechtliche und sozio-ökonomische Verhältnisse) / Akten des 
internationalen Symposions, Tübingen 18.-20. Juni 1990, Untersuchungen zum Rechtsleben im alten 
Ägypten 2 (Tübingen, 1994), 235–250; D. Jones, An Index of Ancient Egyptian Titles, Epithets and Phrases 
of the Old Kingdom, vol. II, BAR International Series 866 (II) (Oxford, 2000), 667–71 [2453].  
49 See Moreno García, @wt, 127.  
50 Ibid., 37, no. 97.   
51 See R. Anthes, Die Felseninschriften von Hatnub (Leipzig, 1928), 18–21, pls. 9–11.    
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As already mentioned, niwt is characterized by a round sign determining the 

name of the domain, which usually is combined with the name of its founder. It is 

typically referred to as a “town or a village,” i.e. a kind of a community.52  

Murray stated that “The so-called city-sign originally denotes an enclosed space, 

which may have been inhabited or merely cultivated, hence its use in the names of farms 

and fields. It was not a town with streets and houses in our sense of the word, it was not 

necessarily even a village or a hamlet.”53 Moreno García interprets niwt as a locality 

that refers to all types of settlements.54 But he, at the same time, adds that it might have 

been a fundamental element of the agricultural land worked by men.55 

 A niwt functioned as a settlement within the pr-Dt, Hwt, and Hwt-

aA,56 and was administratively governed by a HqA-Hwt57or Imy-rA.58 However, it 

was directly administrated by its own chief, a HqA-niwt. Jacquet-Gordon assumed 

that the HqA-niwt monitored the crops and agricultural works, in addition to collecting 

taxes.59  

Evidence concerning the niwt-domain, which is attested in royal and private 

tombs, can be divided into three main groups: 

A. The preexistent domains with old names, or ordinary villages, which 

indicate that they were already established a long time ago; these settlements 

were linked with the economy of the funerary cult and lasted until the 

middle of the Fifth Dynasty.60   

                                                 
52 Gardiner, Egyptian Grammar, 493.   
53 M.A. Murray, Saqqara Mastabas, part II, BSAE 11 (London, 1937), 6.  
54 Moreno García, @wt 122.   
55 On the contrary, Van Lepp believes that the hieroglyphic sign niwt does not refer to a village or city; he 
argues that there are no circular cities nor villages that have been discovered archeologically. He thinks that 
the sign indicates a water basin with two crossed canals (J. Van Lepp, “Is the Hieroglyphic Sign niwt a 
Village with Cross-Roads?” in: GM 158 (1997), 91–100. However, his opinion is unreasonable because it 
is obvious that when water is found – cultivated land is also found too; and, consequently, small groups of 
people lived around and embodied a small settlement, giving it a name and then step by step it became 
larger. 
56 Moreno García, @wt, 126.  
57 See footnote 48.  
58 Jones, Index I, 147 [575] 
59 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 9–10.    
60 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 7; M. Fitzenreiter, Zum Toteneigentum im Alten Reich, Achet, A 4 (Berlin, 
2004), 9. 
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B. The domains with royal names, or with the royal metonymy of a particular 

king combined with his name, such as Spc CAHw-Ra “Sahura is noble.”61 

C. The domains with personal names, usually that of a tomb owner who bought 

or inherited it.62 This group is further divided into two subgroups. 

� The domains with the name of its owner combined with the term grgt 

"foundation," or other names like jnt "valley," jrt "creation," and 

Hwt-kA "ka house." This group appears above all in the early tombs, 

especially in the first half of the Fourth Dynasty. 

� The second group that carries "systematic" names combining the tomb 

owner's name with the names of provisions, such as fruits and vegetables. 

This group of domain names appeared a little later than the first group, 

namely by the end of the Fourth Dynasty, and continued until the end of 

the Sixth Dynasty. 

 

There are several other types of important domains besides Hwt and niwt. One 

of these is grgt, the basic meaning of which is "village."63 Jacquet-Gordon translated 

this term as "agriculture foundation."64 Helck also took this term for foundation and 

emphasized that it usually is combined with either a royal name or a private name (e.g. 

the official Metjen owned a grgt marked with his name). He further believed that this 

type of domain was given as a gift to officials by the kings, and was henceforth kept by 

them and their families. 65  

The domains jnt "valley" and jrt "creation" repeatedly mentioned in Old 

Kingdom mastabas were mostly owned by middle-class officials.66   

 

Another important Old Kingdom term linked with the foundations is rA-S. 

Usually, rA-S is interpreted as "the mouth of the pool." Goedicke, for instance, 

hypothesizes that rA-S could be the valley temple area, which is usually located at the 
                                                 
61 See Chapter IV, figs. SC/north/2004/09a- R. B-F.019 and SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.002. 
62 J. Málek, In the Shadow of the Pyramids: Egypt during the Old Kingdom (Norman, 1986), 65–79.  
63 Wb V, 188.  
64 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 47–48.   
65 Helck,Wirtschaftsgeschichte, 68ff. 
66 Ibid., 69.  
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mouth of a pool.67 However, this suggestion seems doubtful based on the Abusir papyri 

which mention the rA-S of Neferirkara, even though the king’s pyramid complex did 

not include a valley temple.  

Therefore, Paule Posener-Kriéger rejected this hypothesis and proved, on the basis of 

her analysis of Neferirkara’s papyrus archives, that rA-S was only an economic unit 

which supported Neferirkara's mortuary temple, sun temple, and residence. She further 

concluded that rA-S was either an economic organization collecting the products of the 

lands founded by Neferirkara, or a simple domain.68 

Finally, Stadelmann suggests that rA-S should refer to the whole pyramid 

complex.69 However, this opinion can hardly be accepted because rA-S was clearly an 

economic unit. 

 
The specific locations of the royal funerary domains are very difficult to pinpoint. 

Norman de Garis Davies thought that the main reason for this difficulty was the fact that 

the distribution of the funerary domains did not follow any logical geographic system. He 

added that the same names of domains were sometimes repeated in different provinces 

which make it very difficult to locate them precisely. Moreover, he suggested that the 

funerary domains might have been fictitious.70 Maspero also believed that the scenes of 

funerary domains that decorate the walls of royal and private tombs are not real. 71  

On the contrary, Junker believed in the real existence of the funerary domains.72  

Jacquet-Gordon followed Junker’s opinion stressing the reality of the funerary domains. 

At the same time, however, she was not able to distinguish between the real and unreal 

domains.73 As for Helck, he believed that the domains really existed. According to him, 

                                                 
67 Ibid., 56–69.   
68 P. Posener- Kriéger, Les archives du temple funéraire de Néferirkarê-Kakaï (Les papyrus d'Abousir): 
traduction et commentaire, vol. I, BdE 65/1 (Cairo, 1976), 304–305. 
69 R. Stadelmann, “Die xntjw-S, der Königsbezirk S n pr-aA und die Namen der Grabanlagen der 
Frühzeit,” in: BIFAO 81 (1981), 157–158.  
70 N. de Garis Davies, The Mastaba of Ptahhetep and Akhethetep, part II, EEF Memoir 9 (London, 1900–
1), 19–21.   
71 G. Maspero, Études Égyptiennes II (Paris, 1879), 113ff; there are also many scholars who believe that the 
domains are not real, such as B. Van de Walle, “Remarques sur l'origine et le sens des défilés de Domaines 
dans les mastabas de l'Ancien Empire,” in : MDAIK 15 (1957), 288–296; J. Vandier, Manuel d'archéologie 
égyptienne, vol.  IV (Paris, 1964), 126–135. 
72 Junker, Giza III, 87–89.  
73 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 36.    
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the appearance of funerary domains with the name of a king or a particular official was 

the result of a radical centralization of the state, creation of new foundations, and the 

destruction of the original system of village communities.74   

The available information concerning the location of royal domains comes from 

the walls of pyramid complexes and nonroyal tombs in which the domains follow 

personifications of specific nomes. Helck believed that the royal domains were scattered 

throughout these nomes and that they were explicitly located in the Delta, due to the 

availability of land in the Delta.75  

It also seems that officials were given the right to use many original royal 

domains before the second half of the Fifth Dynasty, some of which were located in 

Upper Egypt; and, they could also establish their own funerary domains. This means that 

there was also available land in Upper Egypt. The scenes from the tomb of Nikaura 

provide us with an attestation, in which two of the royal domains in his list, given to him 

by King Khafra, are located in Upper Egypt.76 This evidence indicates that the royal 

complexes originally contained scenes of the royal funerary domains from both Upper 

and Lower Egypt.77   

From the middle of the Fifth Dynasty, the royal domains mentioned in non-royal 

tombs and given to officials were more often located in the Delta than in Upper Egypt. 

This can be seen, for example, in the tomb of Akhethotep at Saqqara in which 22 

domains are located in the Delta, while there are only 9 domains in Upper Egypt.78  

 
Scholars have also begun a discussion of the usurpations of royal funerary 

domains. The evidence concerning this subject is very limited or does not exist at all. A 

majority of the available sources do not provide any evidence that a king usurped a royal 

tomb or temple of another king. Jacquet-Gordon was the only scholar who paid any 

attention to the question of usurpations. However, she merely stated that there exists a 

                                                 
74 Helck, Wirtschaftsgeschichte, 81.  
75 ibid, 35ff.  
76 Urk. I, 17 (8). 
77 It is noteworthy that the newly discovered scenes from the causeway of Sahura are assigned to the north 
wall of the causeway, which represents the localities of the Delta; while, no blocks from the southern side, 
which represents the Upper Egyptian localities, were discovered.   
78 Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep II, pl. XIII.     
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possibility that Niuserra reused some of his ancestors' funerary domains, but no further 

attention was paid to that subject.79 

From the previous studies, it is clear that the very limited evidence on the royal 

funerary domains caused scholars to avoid certain subjects and that many questions 

remain unexplored and unresolved. We shall return to some of these questions in the last 

chapter of this thesis.  

                                                 
79 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 18–19. 
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CHAPTER III: THE ROYAL FUNERARY DOMAINS: 

ARCHEOLOGICAL AND TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 

 
 
III.1   Introduction  
 

The evidence concerning the funerary domains can be found in scenes of the 

processions of domains in royal funerary complexes and nonroyal tombs. Additional 

evidence about these domains and the state economy is provided by the Abusir papyrus 

archives and other written documents.80 The evidence concerning domains is very scarce 

due to the bad state of preservation of relief decoration in most royal funerary complexes, 

and also insufficient exploration of the causeways.    

The names of the royal funerary domains in the form of female figures carrying 

offerings, with the domain’s name carved in front of each figure, are attested from the 

Fourth Dynasty onwards. The royal monuments were not only decorated with such 

scenes, but also the walls of the élite and high officials’ mastabas built around the royal 

pyramid complexes. A royal funerary domain may have been given to high dignitaries for 

their benefit; however, the king retained its direct ownership. Helck believed that most of 

the officials were entitled to only a part of the domains’ revenues, which were to be used 

for offerings in their tombs.81 The number of occurrences of royal funerary domains in 

private tombs depends on the rank and authority of the tomb owner.82 

 In the subsequent part of this chapter, all the available evidence related to the 

royal funerary domains is presented, namely an update of the list published by Jacquet-

Gordon in 1962. The list is arranged chronologically, and involves both archeological and 

textual evidence.   

 

 

 

                                                 
80 Posener-Kriéger, Les archives Néferirkarê, I, II.  
81 Helck, Wirtschaftsgeschichte, 81. 
82 Most of the owners of the tombs that contain royal funerary domains held very high positions, and they 
came to the vizierate office, see H. Altenmüller, “Biographien und Domänennamen,” in: M. Bárta, F. 
Coppens, and J. Krejčí (eds.), Abusir and Saqqara in the Year 2005: Proceedings of the Conference held in 
Prague (June 27–July 5, 2005) (Prague, 2006), 167–190.  
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III.2   The Early Dynastic Royal Funerary Domains  (pl.2) 

 

Our information about the royal funerary domains in the Early Dynastic period 

comes from seal impressions and inscribed stone vessels discovered mostly in the royal 

and élite tombs in Abydos and Saqqara.83  

Already the Early Dynastic sources refer to the two previously discussed types of 

royal domains: Hwt and niwt. Most of the names of Early Dynastic funerary domains 

are combined with the name of Horus without mentioning any concrete king. They 

generally stress the role of the king as Horus and his position in the community of gods.84 

Peter Kaplony assumed that each king of the Early Dynastic period founded a new 

domain, which provided supplies for him, his family, his servants, and his tomb. 

However, no suggestion concerning the location of these domains was presented.85 

Wilkinson assumes that most of the royal domains of the First and Second Dynasties 

might have been located in the Delta and, most probably, in its western part where 

possibly a large amount of land could have been used for royal appropriation.86  

The reading of the names of the Early Dynastic funerary domains is rather 

difficult. In her study, Eva-Maria Engel tried to explain some of the reasons behind these 

impediments:87 in her opinion, most of the funerary domains’ names are incomplete, and 

any reconstruction of an original seal depends on the quality of the existing impression 

                                                 
83 Most of the seal impressions and inscribed stone vessels were published by P. Kaplony in Die Inschriften 
der ägyptischen Frühzeit, 3 vols., ÄA 8 (Wiesbaden, 1963).   
84 W. Helck, Untersuchungen zur Thinitenzeit, ÄA 45 (Wiesbaden, 1987), 205.  
85 Kaplony, IÄF I, 104.  
86 Wilkinson, EDE, 117. From the administrative titles, it is apparent that the official am-kA was in charge 
of the domain Hr-sxnti-Dw of king Djer. He finished his career as district administrator of the Hwt 
iHt, which was located in the western Delta, see W. M. F. Petrie, The Royal Tombs of the Earliest 
Dynasties, vol. II, EEF Memoir 21 (London, 1901), pl. 20, fig.15.  
87 Engel said “The inscriptions mentioning these domains are impressed on various types of sealings, which 
were made most often from Taffla. The temper added to this clay-like material, such as shell, fibers and 
other particles, often makes a reading of the impressed inscriptions difficult. In addition, the seal may have 
been applied to the clay when it was either too wet or too dry so that the impression itself was not clear 
from the outset. Impressions made in an imprecise way may result in an inscription that displays broader or 
narrower signs or omits part of the seal. A type of clay sealing that was smaller than the actual cylinder 
seal made it impossible to impress the complete inscription onto it so that the top and/or bottom are 
sometimes missing.” See E. Engel, “The domain of Semerkhet,” in: S. Hendrickx, R. F. Friedman, K. M. 
Cialowicz, and M. Chlodnicki (eds.), Egypt at its Origins. Studies in Memory of Barbara Adams, 
Proceedings of the International Conference “Origin of the State. Predynastic and Early Dynastic Egypt,” 
Krakow, 28th August – 1st September 2002 (Leuven-Paris-Dudley, 2004), 705–710. 



 39 

and its preservation. However, the seal impressions of the Early Dynastic period were not 

the only piece of information concerning the royal funerary domains. Many of the Early 

Dynastic funerary domains’ names are also known from the administrative titles of high 

officials.88  

The earliest piece of evidence concerning the royal funerary Hwt-domain is dated 

to the reign of Djet. According to Wilkinson, some of the domains' names are very 

difficult to identify, while others designate special localities and particular institutions.89  

One important observation concerning some of the names of the funerary Hwt-domains 

is that sometimes there was an absence of both the name of Horus and the name of the 

founder inside the rectangle. By the end of the First Dynasty, in the reign of Anedjib, the 

domains began to bear the name of the king.90 Another domain combined with a royal 

name dates to the beginning of the Second Dynasty, and bears the name of 

Hetepsekhemwy.91 One of the most famous Hwt-domains is Hwt iHt “estate of 

cattle.” It appeared for the first time on a sealing from the tomb of Merneith.92 This estate 

was located in the Delta, and its name only underscores the importance of cattle breeding 

in the Delta.93 The name of this estate appears later in the titulary of Metjen whose career 

extended from the end of the Third Dynasty to the beginning of the Fourth Dynasty.94   

The earliest occurrence of the niwt-domain is attested on a seal dated to the 

reign of Djer.95 The name of this domain is @r-sxnti-Dw “Horus who advances the 

mountain.” According to Wilkinson, it refers to the cliffs behind the royal cemetery at 

Umm el Qaab.96 An important funerary domain dating back to the reign of Djet is named 

wAD-@r “Horus flourishes.” Wilkinson suggests that the name is somehow similar to the 

Horus name of the king himself and, therefore, it might represent an early occurrence of a 

                                                 
88 Wilkinson, EDE, 144–149.   
89 Ibid.,123. 
90 Petrie, RT, I, pl. 26, figs. 58–60. 
91 Kaplony, IÄF, III, pl. 76, figs. 281–282.  
92 Petrie, RT, I, pl. 20, fig. 15.  
93 M. F. Moens and W. Wetterstrom, “The Agriculture Economy of an Old Kingdom Town in Egypt’s 
Western Delta: Insights from Plant Remains,” in: JNES 47,3 (1988), 168, footnote 49.50.  
94 Urk. 1, 2: 13; H. Goedicke,“Die Laufbahn des Mtn,“ in: MDAIK 21 (1966), 1–71.  
95 Petrie, RT , II, 26, fig. 124.  
96 T. A. H. Wilkinson, “Before the Pyramids,” in: Egypt at its Origins. Studies in Memory of Barbara 
Adams, 1136–1137.   
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domain’s name combined with the name of the king.97  Since the reign of Den, the names 

of the domains follow a familiar pattern, in which Horus is always combined with Xt 

“the community of gods.”98 Regardless of the general scarcity of inscriptions from the 

early Second Dynasty, it seems that a new naming pattern appeared at that time. 

Hetepsekhemwy gave the name @r-xa-sbA “Horus risen as a star”99 to his own 

domain, while Peribsen founded a domain with the unusual name wiAw-iti “Boats of 

the sovereign.”100 Kaplony suggested that this domain continued and was supported by 

his successor Khasekhemwy,101 who also founded his own domain @r-sbA-bAw 

“Horus, the star of souls.”102  

 
 III.3   Royal Funerary Domains in the Royal Funerary Complexes  

 

Two types of evidence provide us with valuable information concerning the funerary 

domains, namely the scenes and inscriptions found in the royal tombs and other written 

sources.  

Originally, the Old Kingdom royal funerary complexes, at the latest from the 

beginning of the Fourth Dynasty, contained long sequences of scenes of personified 

processions of the royal funerary domains of the complex’s owner. These scenes played a 

very important role in the decorative program of royal tombs (see below).  

The table refers to the occurrence of funerary domains in Old Kingdom pyramid 

complexes. It is needless to emphasize that the pieces of evidence concerning these 

surviving funerary domains represent only a random part of the original number 

represented on the walls of these pyramid complexes.  

    

Djoser    -------------- 

Sekemkhet   -------------- 

                                                 
97 Ibid., 1136–1137.  
98 For further discussion of the meaning of Xt, see E. Hornung, Der Eine und die Vielen: ägyptische  
Gottesvorstellungen (Darmstadt, 1971), 217–219.   
99 Kaplony, IÄF,  III, fig. 281.  
100 Ibid., pl. 22, figs. 178–180. 
101 Ibid., pl. 79, fig. 297.  
102 Ibid., pl. 80, fig. 303.  
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Khaba    -------------- 

Nebka   1 domain (1 niwt) 

Huni               -------------- 

Sneferu    118 domains (114 Hwt, 4 niwt)103  

Djedefra   -------------- 

Khufu    1 domain (1 niwt) 104 

Khafra   -------------- 

Menkaura  -------------- 

Shepseskaf   -------------- 

Userkaf  about 18 domains (2 Hwt, 8 niwt, 8 ambiguous)105 

Sahura  168 domains: 22 domains from the mortuary temple (12 Hwt, 6 
niwt, 4 ambiguous) and 146 domains from the newly discovered 
blocks from the causeway (5 Hwt, 141 niwt)106 

Neferirkara  only one name (1 niwt) attested in the pyramid complex of 
Niuserra 

Raneferef  -------------- 

Shepseskara  -------------- 

Niuserra  about 25 domains in the mortuary temple (10 Hwt, 15 niwt), 19 
domains with his name, except some domains with the name of 
Queen Hetepheres (4 niwt), Kakai (1 niwt), and Nebka (1 
niwt)107  

Menkauhor  -------------- 

Djedkara    63 domains (2 Hwt, 46 niwt, 15 ambiguous)108  

                                                 
103 A. Fakhry, “Excavation of Snefru’s monuments,” in: ASAE 52 (1954), 577–583; id., The Monuments of 
Sneferu at Dahshur, II, The Valley Temple, part I.-The Temple Reliefs (Cairo, 1961), 17–58; Jacquet-
Gordon, Domaines, 125–137. 
104 H. Goedicke, Re-used Blocks from the Pyramid of Amenemhat I at Lisht, Publications of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art Egyptian Expedition (New York, 1971), 16–17 (no. 3). Three funerary 
domains are mentioned in the publication of Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 138-139. 
105 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 140–143 ; A. Labrousse and J.-Ph. Lauer, Les complexes funéraires 
d‘Ouserkaf et de Néferhétepès, 2 vols., BdE 130/1–2 (Le Caire, 2000), 84–90, figs. 124–140. 
106 Borchardt, Sahure, II, 105–111, pls. 26, 27, 28, 29, 31; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 144-150. The newly 
discovered scenes from the causeway of Sahura is the corpus of Chapter IV of this thesis (see below).   
107 L. Borchardt, Das Grabdenkmal des Königs Ne-user-rea, Ausgrabungen den Deutschen Orient-
Gesellschaft in Abusir 1902–1904. 1; WVDOG 7 (Leipzig, 1907), 68–69, 78–79, pls. 14, 15; Jacquet-
Gordon, Domaines, 152–157. 
108 With regards to Djedkara-Isesi, only the names of the funerary domains without photographs are 
published by Jacquet-Gordon in Domaines, 160–167. 
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Unas   143 domains (20 Hwt, 123 niwt)109  

Teti   -------------- 

Pepi I   -------------- 

Pepi II    117 domains (12 Hwt, 105 niwt)110 

 

The available scenes of funerary domains from Old Kingdom pyramid complexes:   

 

Third  Dynasty  

 

Our information about the funerary domains by the end of the Third Dynasty is 

very scanty. In fact, only one funerary domain has survived with the name of Nebka,111 

the penultimate king of the Third Dynasty.112 It existed until the middle of the Fifth 

Dynasty, and occurs in the list of funerary domains depicted in the mortuary temple of 

Niuserra.113 Unfortunately, the precise location of this domain is not known.   

 

Fourth Dynasty  

 

Sneferu gave his throne name to his domains unlike the names of the Early 

Dynastic domains which always contained the Horus name of the king. Ann Macy Roth 

suggests that at the beginning of the Fourth Dynasty, under the reign of Sneferu, the 

king’s personal name began to be used on official monuments; and, it was also 

incorporated in the names of the king’s officials and funerary domains. She concludes 
                                                 
109 Only 133 are mentioned in, Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 168-182 ; the rest are published in, A. 
Labrousse and A. Moussa, La chaussée du complexe funéraire du roi Ounas, BdE 134 (Le Caire, 2002), 
88–107, figs. 124–195. 
110 G. Jéquier, Fouilles à Saqqarah : Le monument funéraire de Pepi II, vol. III (Cairo, 1940), 14–17, pls. 
21–23, 25–28 ; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 183–199 
111 The Palermo Stone, King List of Abydos, Turin Papyrus, and Manetho’s List record entirely the name of 
“Nebka,” who, according to Sethe, is Sanakht due to the analysis of a seal impression found at Bet Khallaf 
in which this name is depicted inside a fragmentary cartouche, see J. Garstang, Mahâsna and Bêt Khallâf 
BSAE 7 (London, 1903), 19–27.   
112 See Wilkinson, EDE, 101–103 for a different hypothesis on the position of this king in the Third 
Dynasty, see I. Incordino, "The Third Dynasty: a Chronological Hypothesis,” in: J.-C. Goyon and C. 
Cardin (eds.), Proceedings of the Ninth International Congress of Egyptologists, Actes du neuvième 
congrès international des égyptologues,. Grenoble, 6–12 Septembre 2004, OLA 150 (Leuven-Paris-
Dudley, 2007), 961–968.  
113 Only some fragments, see footnote 107.  
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that this change was due to a shift in the ideology of kingship and religious beliefs. The 

change can also be seen in the relation between the living and the king after his death, 

and the need of a permanent supply of commodities for his funerary cult. 114  

 

Sneferu    (pl. 3) 

The royal annals on the Palermo Stone mention that in the year of the 7th census 

the king established domains all over the country: 35 domains (Hwt) with people (?) 

(and) 122 cattle farms.115 Sneferu’s policy is confirmed by a number of domains which 

bear his name.116 The so-called valley temple of Sneferu’s Bent Pyramid is the earliest 

royal building containing a royal decorative program, and also here we meet with the first 

evidence of scenes with processions of funerary domains. The lower part of the walls in 

the entrance hall and the walls in the northern part of the courtyard are decorated with 

rows of walking female personifications of the nomes and funerary domains, which was 

to become a canonical part of the royal and private monuments from the Fourth to Sixth 

Dynasties. The personifications were arranged geographically: those on the west wall 

representing Upper Egypt, while those on the east wall symbolizing Lower Egypt.117 

The female offering bearers represent only the Hwt-domains in which the name 

of the king is inside the Hwt-sign. This sign rests on a standard placed on the head of 

each figure. Each female offering bearer carries an offering table shaped like a Htp 

(offering)-sign, on which is placed a loaf of bread, in her outstretched arms in front of 

her body. She holds a wAc-scepter in one hand and an anx-sign in the other hand.  

 

Khufu   (pl. 4) 

Among the reused blocks found in the pyramid complex of Amenemhat I at El 

Lisht, Hans Goedicke identifies two blocks from the valley temple of Khufu. The first 

one shows the head of a female Hwt-domain surmounted by a standard from which two 

                                                 
114 A Roth, “Social Changes in the Fourth Dynasty: The Spatial Organization of Pyramids, Tombs, and 
Cemeteries,” in: JARCE 30 (1993), 53.  
115 T. A. H Wilkinson, Royal Annals of Ancient Egypt: The Palermo Stone and its associated fragments, 
Studies in Egyptology (London and New York, 2000), 143.  
116 On the geographical foundation established by Sneferu, see Von. A. Hermann, “Anhang zu dem 
Siegelabdruck Abu Ghâlib Nr. 1934: 387,”  in : MDAIK 6 (1935), 83–87.    
117 See footnote 103. 
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garlands hang over her hair. The standard carries the cartouche of Khufu followed by the 

rest of the domain’s name.118 The second block119 shows three figures (two females and a 

male with a divine beard) walking leftwards; each figure carries an offering table shaped 

like the Htp (offering)-sign, on which is placed a loaf of bread, in their outstretched 

right hand in front of her/his body. In the same hand, each figure holds a wAc-scepter. 

Three anx-signs collared by three different cords around her/his forearm can be seen 

below the offering table. Her/his left hand, bent across the waist, holds a Hz-vase.120 

Andrej Ćweik suggests that the two blocks belonged to the upper part of the north wall of 

the causeway of Khufu, and represented a small portion of a large scene with the king 

sitting on the throne and facing processions of personified funerary domains.121   

The lack of evidence of Djedefra’s, Khafra’s, Menkaura’s, and Shepseskaf’s 

funerary domains is, very probably, due to specific historical circumstances. Djedefra’s 

mortuary temple had a typical plan and was completely destroyed in later times. The 

king’s valley temple has not yet been precisely localized and remains unexplored.  

Khafra’s mortuary temple and causeway were also badly damaged in later, and the king’s 

valley temple had a very specific plan of decoration based on the large-scale use of 

statues. Menkaura’s pyramid was left largely unfinished by the king and was hastily 

finished by a modified plan carried out by his successor  

Another independent piece of evidence about the scanty remains of reliefs in the 

pyramid complexes of Djedefra, Khafra, Menkaura, and Shepseskaf might be due to the 

unique position of the first two kings of the Fourth Dynasty, who were known as “great 

gods.” The use of statuary programs by Khufu’s successors might also serve as proof that 

the statuary program somehow replaced the program of relief decoration in their pyramid 

complexes, like those of Sneferu or Khufu.122  

                                                 
118 Goedicke, Re-used Blocks, 16–17 (no. 3). 
119 Ibid., 13–16 (no. 2). 
120

 For a complete study of the Hz vase, see H. Fischer, “Notes on Hieroglyphic Palaeography,” in: Varia 
Nova, Publications (Egyptian Studies Association) 3 (New York, 1996), 219–222. 
121 A. Ćwiek, Relief Decoration in the Royal Funerary Complexes of the Old Kingdom (PhD diss., Warsaw 
University, 2003), 160–161. 
122 On the contrary, Z. Hawass has suggested that the valley temple of Khafra was planned with a limestone 
casing and decorated with reliefs, see Z. Hawass, The Funerary Establishments of Khufu, Khafra and 
Menkaura during the Old Kingdom (PhD diss., University of Pennsylvania, 1987), 522.   
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Seidelmayer suggests that the nome triads revealed in the valley temple of 

Menkaura at Giza, a part of the royal statuary program, might have been substitutes for 

the procession of funerary domains.123 

 

Fifth Dynasty  
 

Our Fifth Dynasty information concerning the scenes of funerary domains comes from 

the pyramid complexes of both kings and queens, namely Userkaf, Neferhetepes, Sahura, 

Khentkaues II, Niuserra, Djedkara-Isesi, and Unas.  

 

Userkaf   (pl. 5) 

Only a few fragments of the scenes with funerary domains have survived from the 

mortuary temple of Userkaf, which is located on the southern side of his pyramid. Some 

fragments of similar scenes have also survived from the adjacent mortuary temple of 

Neferhetepes. Although the scenes are in a very bad state of preservation, they rank 

among the most important ones found of the funerary domains, because they give us for 

the first time the size of each depicted domain. The inscriptions prove that the domains 

were not fiction.124   

The scenes include both types of domains, Hwt and niwt, and represent the first 

attestation of female offering bearers carrying different types of baskets filled with 

vegetables and fruits, holding different kinds of birds, and leading various animals.125 

This new pattern of scenes became a rule for all the scenes of royal funerary domains 

after Userkaf. Each group of funerary domains was preceded by a standard with the sign 

of the nome, in which the domains were located.126   

                    

Sahura   (pl. 6) 

A procession of personifications of the nomes and funerary domains of Sahura decorated 

the south wall of the side entrance to the mortuary temple of the king. Unfortunately, 

                                                 
123 Seidelmayer, in: Aspects of Early Egypt, 124. 
124 For different opinions concerning the existence of the funerary domains in reality, see the discussion 
below.   
125 Labrousse, Lauer, Ouserkaf et Néferhétepès, 84–90, figs. 124–140. 
126 Ibid, 85–86, fig. 133a–b. 
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only fragments were found by Borchardt depicting female personifications of the king’s 

funerary domains (most probably from Upper Egypt).127 On the opposite north wall of the 

side entrance, the personifications of Lower Egypt were depicted.128 The scenes of 

Sahura and his father are of almost the same type, except for the depiction of the nomes. 

In Sahura’s temple, they are represented as striding male figures wearing a short kilt, long 

wig, necklace, and false beard tied to the long wig by means of straps. The right hand 

holds a wAc-scepter, while the loosely hanging left hand holds an anx-sign.  On the 

head of the male figure is depicted the symbol of the nome.129 The depiction of the nome 

as a male figure occurred for the first time here, in the mortuary temple of Sahura, and 

then it became a standard in the royal decorative programs of his successors.   

The recent excavation by the SCA along the upper part of the north wall of 

Sahura’s causeway revealed the most complete example of Old Kingdom of a funerary 

domains’ procession. The domains are represented as both the Hwt and niwt types. 

However, most of them are of the niwt type, and only five figures of the Hwt type. In 

addition to the domains, two nomes of Lower Egypt are represented.       

In spite of the relatively rich set of Sahura’s funerary domains, our knowledge of 

the subsequent development of scenes of the royal funerary domains in the middle and 

late Fifth Dynasty remains very limited. The blocks with these scenes were either 

destroyed or have not yet been revealed which may, for example, be the case of 

Niuserra’s funerary domains.130 Another possibility is that the absence of evidence is due 

to the lack of a relevant publication, as is the case of the funerary domains from the 

mortuary temple of Djedkara-Isesi.131 Exceptionally, a fragment of one domain with the 

name of Khufu is attested from the pyramid complex of Khentkaues II at Abusir.132 

 
 
Unas   (pl. 7) 

The walls of the western end of Unas’s causeway contain polychrome reliefs 

depicting processions of funerary domains of both the aforesaid types. The domains carry 

                                                 
127 Borchardt, Sahure, II, 106–109, pl. 28.  
128 Ibid., 46, 109–111, pl. 31.  
129 Ibid., pl. 31.  
130 See footnote 107. 
131 See footnote 108. 
132 M. Verner, Abusir III: The Pyramid Complex of Khentkaus (Prague, 1995), 73, pl. 20. 
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various types of baskets; one hand is raised to support the rim of the basket, while the 

other hand clutches an article, such as a vessel, a flower, or a bag. Sometimes, the hand 

may hold a rope that is attached to an animal.133  Although some minor changes occurred 

in the representations of the funerary domains’ procession in the causeway of Unas, the 

scenes continue in the Fifth Dynasty style.134  

 
Sixth Dynasty  

 

Our information concerning scenes of the royal funerary domains at the beginning 

of the Sixth Dynasty is either very rare or does not exist at all. This lack is due either to 

the poor state of preservation of the monuments, or the fact that they were not sufficiently 

explored.135  

 
Pepi II   (pl. 8) 

The only surviving scenes are from the pyramid complex of Pepi II.136 The 

procession is represented on both sides of the causeway, south of the entrance to the 

mortuary temple. The funerary domains are walking towards the king who is sitting on 

his throne. On the south wall are the domains from Upper Egypt, while those on the north 

wall represent Lower Egypt. At the top of these scenes are depicted the nomes in which 

the domains lie, followed by a number of female offering bearers of the Hwt type.137   

 

III.4    Royal Funerary Domains in the Nonroyal Tombs  

Long processions of royal funerary domains also decorate the walls of Old 

Kingdom private tombs. They provide us, among other information, with valuable 

evidence concerning the period of time during which the domains were in use.  

                                                 
133 The scenes were first collected and published by Jacquet-Gordon in Domaines, 168–82 (7R5); then the 
entire scenes from the causeway were republished by Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 88–107, figs. 121–160.                                                                                                   
134 For the stylistic changes in scenes of the funerary domains in both royal and private reliefs, see M. I. 
Khaled, “Old Kingdom funerary domains: question of dating!,” in: H. Vymazalová and M. Bárta (eds.), 
Chronology and Archaeology in Ancient Egypt (The Third and the early Second Millennium B.C.), 
Proceedings of the conference held in Prague (June 11–14, 2007) (Prague, 2008), in press.     
135 For instance, the scenes from the mortuary complex of Pepi I.  
136 Jéquier, Pepi II, III, 14–17, pls. 21–23, 25–28. 
137 It is the same representation as in the mortuary temple of Sahura, see Borchardt, Sahure, II, 109–111, pl. 
31. 
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The table below specifies the number of royal funerary domains with the name of 

a particular king attested in Old Kingdom private tombs. These statistics are based on the 

fundamental work by Jacquet-Gordon, and also reflect the new material discovered and 

published after her publication.  

 

Djoser    -------------- 

Sekemkhet    -------------- 

Khaba     -------------- 

Nebka   -------------- 

Huni                -------------- 

Sneferu    15 names (15 niwt)  

Khufu    64 names (58 niwt+6 Hwt)   

Djedefra  5 names (5 niwt)  

Khafra   53 names (50 niwt+3 Hwt) 

Menkaura  2 names (2 niwt)  

Shepseskaf   2 names (2 niwt) 

Userkaf  12 names (11 niwt+1 Hwt) 

Sahura   21 names (19 niwt+2 Hwt) 

Neferirkara  13 names (11 niwt+2 Hwt) 

Raneferef  3 names (2 niwt+1 Hwt) 

Shepseskara  -------------- 

Niuserra  7 names (6 niwt+1 Hwt) 

Menkauhor  12 names (9 niwt+3 Hwt) 

Djedkara    55 names (42 niwt+13 Hwt) 

Unas     38 names (32 niwt+6 Hwt) 

Teti   77 names (59 niwt+18 Hwt) 

Pepi I   -------------- 

Pepi II     -------------- 
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Third Dynasty  

 
Unfortunately, the absence of evidence from the Third Dynasty prevents us from making 

any reliable conclusions. As shown by the aforecited single occurrence of Nebka’s 

domain, domains existed at that time and might, at least in the late Third Dynasty, have 

occurred in the royal but almost certainly not private tombs.   

 

Fourth Dynasty  

 
 

Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

1  niwt  Iabtet 
 

Junker, Gîza I, 225-226; Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 1G4, 206.  

1 niwt Nefermaat Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 1M4, 443; 
Harpur, Nefermaat and Rahotep, 65–66, 
fig. 76. 

2 niwt Nikaunisut 
 

Junker, Gîza II, 167; Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 22G 5, 249-250.  

2 niwt Seshemnefer 
III 

 

Junker, Gîza III, 209; Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 30G 5, 270-272. 

1 niwt Persen 
 

Petrie and Murray, Seven Chapels, 20-21, 
pl. IX; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 7S 5, 
335. 

2 niwt Ptahhotep II 
 

Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep I, pl. 34; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 28S 5, 401-
402.  

5 niwt Duara 
 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 3D 5, 436-439.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sneferu 

1 niwt Neterpunisut 
 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 21G 5, 246. 

 
Total = 15  domains, all in the form of niwt 

 
 
Commentary  
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The funerary domains of Sneferu in private tombs prove that his cult survived at least until the second 
half of the Fifth Dynasty, since the last mention of a domain with his name is attested in the tomb of 
Ptahhotep II dating to the reign of Djedkara-Isesi.138  
 
 
Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

9  8 niwt + 1 Hwt  Khufukhaef I 
 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 2G4, 207-208; 
Simpson, Giza Mastabas 3, figs. 32-33.  

11 niwt Djedefmin 
 

LD II, pl. 33 ; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 
7G 4, 214-216. 

6 4 niwt + 2 Hwt Sekhemankh 
 

LD II, pl. 32 ;  Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 
8G 4, 217-218,  

2 1 niwt + 1 Hwt Nikaura LD II, pl. 15b ;  Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 8G 4, 219-221.  

11 niwt Meresankh III Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 10G 4, 222-
223; Dunham and Simpson,  Giza 
Mastabas 1, pl. IV.  

8 niwt Merib LD II, pl. 21 ; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 
13G 4-5, 229-231. 

1 niwt Seshemnefer I LD II, pl. 28; Junker, Gîza III, 8-14 ;  
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 18G 5, 240.  

1 niwt Nikaunisut 
 

Junker, Gîza II, 137; Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 22G 5, 249. 

3 niwt Seshathotep Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 23G 5, 251-
252; Kanawati, Seshathetep, Nesutnefer 
and Seshemnefer, 11-30. 

1 niwt 

 
Thenti LD II, pl. 31a ; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 

24G 5, 254. 

5 niwt Seshemnefer 
III 

 

Junker, Gîza III, 209; Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 30G 5, 270-272.  

2 niwt Iymery 
 

LD II, pl. 50a; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 
31G 5, 276; Weeks, Giza Mastabas 5, 5. 

2 niwt Khufukhaef II 
 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 32G 5, 278; 
Simpson, Giza Mastabas 3, fig. 48. 

1 Hwt Ptahhotep II 
 

Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep I, pl. 34; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 28S 5, 401-
402.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Khufu 

1 niwt Men-nefer 
 

Mahmoud Afifi, personal communication. 

                                                 
138 See Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep II, pl. XIII; Baer, Rank and Title, 75 [161] (Djedkara-Unas); N. 
Strudwick, The Administration of Egypt in the Old Kingdom: The Highest Titles and their Holders. Studies 
in Egyptology, ed. W. V. Davies (London, Boston, Henley, and Melbourne, 1985), 88 [50] (late reign of 
Unas); Y. Harpur, Decoration in Egyptian Tombs of the Old Kingdom: Studies in Orientation and Scene 
Content (London and New York, 1987), 274 [400] (V.9M-L). 
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Total = 64  domains, 59 niwt + 5 Hwt 

Commentary  
 

The funerary domains of Khufu in private tombs prove that his cult survived at least until the second 
half of the Fifth Dynasty, since the last mention of a domain with his name is attested, as in the case 
of his predecessor, in the tomb of Ptahhotep II dating to the reign of Djedkara-Isesi.139 
 
 
Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

1  niwt  Meresankh III Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 10G 4, 222-
223; Dunham and Simpson, Giza Mastabas 
1, pl. IV. 

1 niwt Persen 
 

Petrie and Murray, Seven Chapels, 20-21, 
pl. IX; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 7S 5, 
335. 

1 niwt Ptahhotep I Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 54, pl. 
XL; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 24S 5, 
384. 

 
 
 
 
 

Djedefra 

2 niwt Akhethotep Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep II, pl. 
XIII; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 25S 5, 
389, 93. 

 
Total = 5  domains, all in the form of niwt 

Commentary  
 

The funerary domains of Djedefra in private tombs prove that his cult also survived at least until the 
second half of the Fifth Dynasty, since the last mention of a domain with his name is attested in the 
tomb of Akhethotep attributed to the reign of Djedkara-Isesi.140 
 
 
Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

13 12 niwt + 1 Hwt Nikaura LD II, pl. 15b ; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 
8G 4, 219-221.  
 

14 12 niwt + 2 Hwt Sekhemkara 
 

 LD II, pl. 42; Hassan, Gîza IV, 112; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 11G 4-5, 225.  

 
 
 
 
 
 10 niwt Nebemakhet 

 
LD II, pl. 42;  Hassan, Giza IV, 136; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 12G 4-5, 228. 

                                                 
139 See footnote 138.  
140 ibid 
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7 niwt Hemetra Hassan, Gîza IV, part III, 49-50 ; Jacquet-
Gordon, Domaines, 14G 4-5, 232-233.  

1 niwt Kanefer Reisner, Giza I, fig. 260; Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 19G 5, 242. 

2 niwt Khafra-Ankh LD II, pl. 8c ; Jacquet-Gordon,  Domaines, 
26G 5, 257-258. 

4 niwt Rawer Hassan, Gîza I, 11-12, pl. VI; Jacquet-
Gordon, Domaines, 29G 5, 267-269. 

 
 

Khafra 

1 niwt Seshemnefer 
III 

 

Junker, Gîza III, 209; Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 30G 5, 270-272. 

 1 niwt Sabu-Ibebi Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 37S6, 418; El-
Khadragy, in: SAK 33 (2005), 169-199. 

 
Total = 53  domains, 50 niwt + 3 Hwt 

Commentary  
 

The funerary domains of Khafra in private tombs prove that his cult survived at least until the end of 
the Fifth Dynasty and the beginning of the Sixth Dynasty, since the last mention of a domain with his 
name is attested in the tomb of Sabu-Ibebi attributed to the reign of Teti.141 
 
 
Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

1 niwt Kanefer Reisner, Giza I, fig. 260; Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 19G 5, 242. 

 
Menkaura 

1 niwt Rawer Hassan, Gîza I, 11-12, pl. VI; Jacquet-
Gordon, Domaines, 29G 5, 267-269. 

 
Total = 2  domains, all in the form of niwt 

Commentary  
 

The funerary domains of Menkaura in private tombs prove that his cult survived at least until the 
middle of the Fifth Dynasty, since the last mention of a domain with his name is attested in the tomb 
of Rawer attributed to the reign of Neferirkara.142 
 
 
Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

                                                 
141 See Baer, Rank and Title, 118 [402] (Teti); PM III², 87 (Early Dynasty VI); Strudwick, The 
Administration of Egypt, 128 [113]] (Later reign of Unas to early reign of Teti); Harpur, Decoration, 269 
footnote, [205] (VI.1); El-Khadragy, “The Offering Niche of Sabu/Ibebi in the Cairo Museum,” in: SAK 33 
(2005), 169–199, Taf. 16–19. 
142 See S. Hassan, Excavations at Gîza: 1929–1930, vol. I, (Oxford, 1932), 11–12, pl. VI. 
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1 niwt Rawer Hassan, Gîza I, 11-12, pl. VI; Jacquet-
Gordon, Domaines, 29G 5, 267-269. 

 
Shepseskaf 

1 niwt Iymery 
 

LD II, pl. 50a; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 
31G 5, 276; Weeks, Giza Mastabas 5, 5. 

 
Total = 2  domains, all in the form of niwt 

Commentary  
 

The funerary domains of Shepseskaf in private tombs prove that his cult survived at least until the 
middle of the Fifth Dynasty, since the last mention of a domain with his name is attested in the tomb 
of Iymery attributed to the reign of Niuserra.143 
 

Fifth Dynasty  

 
 
Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

5  niwt  Seshemnefer 
III 

 

Junker, Gîza III, 209;  Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 30G 5, 270-272. 

2 1 niwt + 1 Hwt Ptahhotep I Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 54, pl. XL; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 24S 5, 384. 

1 niwt Sendjemib-Inti 
 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 39G 5, 297; 
Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, I, 55-56.  

2 niwt Nenkheftka Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 9S 5, 341. 
 

1 niwt Akhethotep Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep II, pl. XIII;    
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 25S 5, 389, 93. 

1 niwt Ptahhotep II 
 

Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep I, pl. 34; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 28S 5, 401-402. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Userkaf 

1 niwt Hesi Kanawati and Abder-Raziq, Hesi, 42, pl. 62. 

 
Total = 13  domains, 12 niwt + 1 Hwt 

Commentary  
 

The funerary domains of Userkaf in private tombs prove that his cult survived at least until the first 
half of the Sixth Dynasty, since the last mention of a domain with his name is attested in the tomb of 
Hesi attributed to the reign of Pepi I.144 

                                                 
143 LD II, pl. 50a; K. Weeks, Mastabas of Cemetery G 6000: Including G 6010 (Neferbauptah); G 6020 
(Iymery); G6030 (Ity); G 6040 (Shepseskafankh), Giza Mastabas 5 (Boston, 1994), 5. 
144 Kanawati and Abder-Raziq, The Teti cemetery at Saqqara: The tomb of Hesi, vol. 5, (Sydney 1999), 42, 
pl. 62; on the contrary, see D. Silverman, “The Threat-Formula and Biographical Text in the Tomb of Hezi 
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Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

 1 niwt Duara Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 3D 5, 436-439.  

5  niwt   Seshemnefer 
III 

 

Junker, Gîza III, 209;  Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 30G 5, 270-272. 

1 niwt Iymery 
 

LD II, pl. 50; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 31G 
5, 276; Weeks, Giza Mastabas 5, 5. 

2 niwt  Sendjemib-Inti 
 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 38G 5, 297; 
Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, I, 55-56. 

1 niwt  Sendjemib-
Mehi 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 39G 5, 300; 
Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, I, 152. 

3 niwt Nenkheftka Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 9S 5, 341. 

1 niwt Duenra Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 16 S 5, 356. 

2 1 niwt + 1 Hwt Pehenuka LD II, pl. 46 ; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 18S 
5, 367. 

1 niwt Ptahhotep I Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 54, pl. XL; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 24S 5, 384. 

2 niwt 

 
Akhethotep Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep, II, pl. XIII;   

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 25S 5, 389, 93. 

1 Hwt Ptahhotep II 
 

Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep, I, pl. 34; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 28S 5, 401-402. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sahura 

1 niwt Seshemnefer 
IV 

Junker, Gîza XI, 201, fig. 76, pl. XXa; Jacquet-
Gordon, Domaines, 43G 6, 309.  

 
Total = 21 domains, 19 niwt + 2 Hwt 

Commentary  
 

The funerary domains of Sahura in private tombs prove that his cult survived at least until the end of 
the Fifth Dynasty, since the last mention of a domain with his name is attested in the tomb of 
Seshemnefer IV attributed to the reign of Unas.145 
 
 
Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

 
 

1  niwt Seshemnefer 
III 

Junker, Gîza III, 209; Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 30G 5, 270-272. 

                                                                                                                                                 
at Saqqara,” in: JARCE 37 (2000), 1–13; and N. Kloth, Die (auto-) biographischen Inschriften des 
ägyptischen Alten Reiches: Untersuchungen zu Phraseologie und Entwicklung, SAK, Beihefte 8 (Hamburg, 
2002), 25–26) attributed to the reign of Teti.  
145 H. Junker, Gîza XI. Der Friedhof südlich der Cheopspyramide. Ostteil, DAWW 74,2 (Vienna, 1953), 
201, fig. 76, pl. XXa. 
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1 niwt Iymery 

 
LD II, pl. 50a; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 31G 
5, 276; Weeks, Giza Mastabas 5, 5. 

2 1 niwt + 1 Hwt Sendjemib-Inti 
All names with 

kakai 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 38G 5, 297; 
Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, I, 55-56. 

2 niwt Sendjemib-
Mehi 

All names with 
kakai 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 39G 5, 300; 
Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, I, 152. 

3 niwt Pehenuka LD II, pl. 46 ;  Jacquet-Gordon,  Domaines, 18S 
5, 367. 

2 1 niwt + 1 Hwt Ptahhotep I 
All names with 

kakai 

Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 54, pl. XL; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 24S 5, 384. 

1 niwt Ptahhotep II 
The name with 

kakai 

Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep I, pl. 34; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 28S 5, 401-402. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Neferirkara 
Kakai 

1 niwt Mehu 
The name with 

kakai 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 38S 6, 424; 
Altenmüller, Mehu, 202-205. 

 
Total = 13  domains, 11 niwt + 2 Hwt 

Commentary  
 
The funerary domains of Neferirkara in private tombs prove that his cult survived at least until the 
first half of the Sixth Dynasty, since the last mention of a domain with his name is attested in the tomb 
of Mehu attributed to the reign of Pepi I.146 
 
 
Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

1 niwt Ptahhotep I Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 54, pl. XL; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 24S 5, 384.  

 
Raneferef  

Izi 2 1 niwt + 1 Hwt Akhethotep Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep II, pl. XIII;   
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 25S 5, 389, 93. 

 
Total = 3  domains, 2 niwt + 1 Hwt 

Commentary  
 

The funerary domains of Raneferef in private tombs prove that his cult survived only into the second 
half of the Fifth Dynasty, since the only mention of a domain with his name is attested in the tomb 
Akhethotep attributed to the reign of Djedkara-Isesi.147 

                                                 
146 Baer, Rank and Title, 83 [202] (Pepi I or slightly later); PM III², 619 (Pepi I or later); Strudwick, The 
Administration of Egypt, 101–102 [69] (early to middle reign of Pepi I); Harpur, Decoration, 274 [424] 
(VI.2M–3); Altenmüller, Mehu, 202–205 (attributed to Teti).  
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Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

1  niwt  Khufukhaef II 
 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 32G 5, 278; 
Simpson, Giza Mastabas 3, fig. 48. 

1 niwt Hemu 
 

Hassan, Gîza IV, part III, 55-56 ; Jacquet-
Gordon, Domaines, 37G 5, 294. 

3 niwt Sendjemib-Inti 
 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 38G 5, 294-297; 
Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, I, 55-56. 

1 Hwt Akhethotep Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep II,  pl. XIII;    
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 25S 5, 389, 93.  

 
 
 
 

Niuserra 
Ini 

1 niwt Mehu 
The name 
 with ini 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 38S 6, 426; 
Altenmüller, Mehu, 202-205. 

 
Total = 7 domains, 6 niwt + 1 Hwt 

Commentary  
 

The funerary domains of Niuserra in private tombs prove that his cult survived at least until the first 
half of the Sixth Dynasty, since the last mention of a domain with his name is attested in the tomb of 
Mehu attributed to the reign of Pepi I.148 
 
 
Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

1 niwt Hemu 
 

Hassan, Gîza IV, part III, 84 ; Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 37G 5, 292. 

3 1 niwt + 2 Hwt Sendjemib-Inti 
All names with 

Ikauhor 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 38G 5, 294-729; 
Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, I, 55-56.       

1 niwt Sendjemib-
Mehi 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 39G 5, 300; 
Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, I, 152. 

1 niwt Seshemnefer 
IV 

Junker, Gîza XI, 201; Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 43G 6, 309. 

2 1 niwt + 1 Hwt Ptahhotep I Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 54, pl. XL; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 24S 5, 384. 

2 niwt Akhethotep Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep, II, pl. XIII;    
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 25S 5, 389, 93.  

1 niwt Ptahhotep II 
 

Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep, I, pl. 34; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 28S 5, 401-402. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Menkauhor 
Ikauhor 

1 niwt Mereruka Duell, Mereruka I, pl. 49; Jacquet-Gordon, 

                                                                                                                                                 
147 See footnote 138. 
148 See footnote 146. 
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Domaines, 35S 6, 412-413.   

 
Total = 12  domains, 9 niwt + 3 Hwt 

Commentary  
 

The funerary domains of Niuserra in private tombs prove that his cult survived at least until the 
beginning of the Sixth Dynasty, since the last mention of a domain with his name is attested in the 
tomb of Mereruka attributed to the reign of Teti.149 
 
 
Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

14  10 niwt + 4 Hwt Sendjemib-Inti 
One name with 

Djedkara 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 38G 5, 294-297; 
Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, I, 55-56.       

1 niwt Ny-hetep-Ptah 
 

LD II, pl. 71a; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 40 S 
5, 301; Badawy, Nyhetep-Ptah and  cAnkh- 
m cahor, pl. 8.  

1 niwt Kaipura Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 48G 5, 374; Dam, 
Ra-Ka-Pou, 192.  

1 Hwt Ptahhotep I Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 54, pl. XL; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 24S 5, 384. 

10 7 niwt + 3 Hwt Akhethotep Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep II, pl. XIII;   
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 25S 5, 389, 93. 

8 6 niwt + 2 Hwt Ptahhotep II 
 

Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep  I, pl. 34; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 28S 5, 401-402. 

11 8 niwt + 3 Hwt Seshemnefer 
IV 

Junker, Gîza XI, 201; Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 43G 6, 309.  

1 niwt  Wdja-ankh Junker, Gîza VIII, 132, fig. 61, pl. 32a; Jacquet-
Gordon, Domaines, 48G 6, 309. 

2 niwt Sabu-Ibebi Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 37S6, 418; El- 
Khadragy, in: SAK 33 (2005), 169-199. 

4 niwt 

 
Mehu 

 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 38S 6, 426; 
Altenmüller, Mehu, 202-205. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Djedkara 
Isesi 

4 Hwt Merefnebef Myśliwiec et. al., Merefnebef, 136-137, pls. 54-
55, 57, 59. 

 
Total = 57 domains, 40 niwt + 17 Hwt 

Commentary  
 
The funerary domains of Djedkara-Isesi in private tombs prove that his cult survived at least until the 
first half of the Sixth Dynasty, since the last mention of a domain with his name is attested in the tomb 
of Merefnebef attributed to the reign of Pepi I. 150 
 

                                                 
149 Baer, Rank and Title, 82 [197] (Teti); PM III², 525 (Teti); Strudwick,The Administration of Egypt, 100–
101 [68] (End of the reign of Teti); Harpur, Decoration, 274 [420] (VI.1M-L).  
150 Myśliwiec et. al., Merefnebef, 136–137, Taf. 54–55, 57, 59. 
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Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

5  niwt  Khnumenti Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 44 G 6, 312-313; 
Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, I, 123, pl. 87a. 

2 niwt Wdja-ankh Junker, Gîza VIII, 132, fig. 61, pl. 32a; .Jacquet-
Gordon, Domaines, 48G 6, 309. 

3 niwt  Unknown Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 27S 5, 397.  

1 niwt  Ankhmahor Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 32S 6, 407; 
Badawy, Nyhetep-Ptah and  cAnkhm cahor, fig 
25; Kanawati and Hassan, Ankhmahor, 32, pl. 
37b.151 

5 niwt Mereruka Duell, Mereruka I, pl. 49; Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 35S 6, 412-413. 

1 Hwt Sabu-Ibebi Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 37S6, 418; El- 
Khadragy, in: SAK 33 (2005), 169-199. 

9 6 niwt + 3 Hwt Mehu 
 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 38S 6, 426; 
Altenmüller, Mehu, 202-205. 

4 1 niwt + 3 
Hwt 

Kair Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 40S 6, 428-429. 

4 niwt Merefnebef Myśliwiec et. al., Merefnebef, 136-137, pls. 54-
55, 57, 59. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Unas 

3 niwt 

 
Hesi Kanawati and Abder-Raziq, Hesi, 42, pl. 62. 

 
Total = 37 domains, 30 niwt + 7 Hwt 

Commentary  
 
The funerary domains of Unas in private tombs prove that his cult survived at least until the first half 
of the Sixth Dynasty, since the last mention of a domain with his name is attested in the tomb of Hesi 
attributed to the reign of Pepi I.152 
 

Sixth Dynasty  

 
 
Domain with 
Royal name  

 
# 
 

 
Type   

 
Tomb Owner  

 
References   

10  niwt   Khnumenti Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 44 G 6, 312-313; 
Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, I, 123, pl. 87a. 

 
 
 8 3 niwt + 5 Hwt Mereruka Duell, Mereruka, I, pl. 49; Jacquet-Gordon, 

Domaines, 35S 6, 412-413.   

                                                 
151 Jacquet-Gordon reported that the first two names of the funerary domains are combined with Unas; 
however, both Badawy and Kanawati refer to only one name with Unas.  
152 See footnote 146.  
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4 Hwt Sabu-Ibebi Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 37S6, 418; El 
Khadragy, in: SAK 33 (2005), 169-199. 

20 11 niwt + 9 Hwt Mehu 
 

Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 38S 6, 426; 
Altenmüller, Mehu, 202-205. 

1 niwt Mery-Isesi Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 39S 6, 427. 

4 1 niwt + 3 Hwt Kair Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 40S 6, 428-429. 

7 niwt Merefnebef Myśliwiec et.al., Merefnebef, 136-137, pls. 54-
55, 57, 59. 

14 13 niwt + 1 Hwt Hesi Kanawati and Abdel-Raziq, Hesi, 42, pl. 62. 

1 niwt 

 
Nikauisesi The name is depicted in the tomb of Nikauisesi, 

see Kanawati, and Abder-Raziq, Nikauisesi, 17-
23, pls. 53-55. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teti 

8 niwt Inti M. Bárta, personal communication. 

 
Total = 77 domains, 57 niwt + 18 Hwt 

Commentary  
 
The funerary domains of Teti in private tombs prove that his cult survived at least until the end of the 
Sixth Dynasty, since the last mention of a domain with his name is attested in the tomb of Inti which 
is attributed to the reign of Pepi II.153 
 

 

 

 

III.5   Other Written Documents      

Besides the depiction of scenes of the royal funerary domains in royal and private 

tombs, the names of several royal funerary domains are attested in some written 

documents, e.g. the royal decrees which were primarily documents of endowment and 

protection. They were carved in stone and usually displayed on the sides of the brick 

gateway (arr.wt)154 of temples as instructed by the decrees themselves, such as at 

Coptos.155  

The earliest extant royal document that mentions the name of a royal domain is 

the Decree of Pepi II from Coptos (D)156 protecting the domain "Min strengthens 

                                                 
153 M. Bárta, personal communication.     
154 This term usually designates the door of the temple at the entrance and an area accessible to the public; 
see A. McFarlane, The God Min to the end of the Old Kingdom, Australian Centre for Egyptology Studies 3 
(Sydney, 1995), 261.    
155 As in Coptos, see W. C. Hayes, “Royal Decrees from the Temple of Min at Coptos,” in: JEA 32 (1964), 
6.   
156 H. Goedicke, Königliche Dokumente aus dem alten Reich, ÄA 14 (Wiesbaden, 1967), fig. 11. 
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Neferkara."157 The same domain is also mentioned in Decree (G),158 in which the king 

endows this domain for the support and upkeep of the statue cult.  

The royal annals of the Palermo Stone, the record of the pharaohs until the mid- 

Fifth Dynasty, mention two domains of Neferirkara: “Neferirkara beloved of the Ennead” 

located near the capital and “Neferirkara beloved of the souls of Heliopolis” located in 

the eastern Delta.159      

The discovery of the Abusir papyri is of great importance because they provide 

us, among other things, with valuable information about the funerary temples’ 

economy.160  

Several names of royal funerary domains have survived in the papyri found in the 

pyramid complex of Neferirkara.161  

 

Djedefra  1 name (1 niwt)  

Neferirkara  12 names (11 niwt+1 Hwt) 

Raneferef  1 name (1 Hwt)  

Niuserra  2 names (1 niwt+1 Hwt) 

  

The excavation of the Czech archeological team in the pyramid complex of 

Raneferef162 brought to light another papyrus archive in which two names of royal 

funerary domains occur. 

 

Sahura              1 name (1 niwt) 

Raneferef  1 name (1 niwt)  

 

                                                 
157 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 200,2R6 (1). 
158 Goedicke, KD, fig. 10.  
159 Wilkinson, Royal Annals of Ancient Egypt, 172–174. 
160 Posener-Kriéger, Les archives Néferirkarê, II, 611ff; id., “Les papyrus d'Abousir Et l'économie des 
temples funéraires de l'ancien Empire,” in: E. Lipinski (ed.), State and Temple Economy in the Ancient 
Near East, vol. I, OLA 5 (Leuven, 1979),  133–151. 
161 Posener-Kriéger, Les archives Néferirkarê, II, 661–665.  
162 P. Posener-Kriéger, M. Verner, and H. Vymazalová, Abusir X: The Pyramid Complex of Raneferef : The 
Papyrus Archive, Excavation of the Czech Institute of Egyptology (Prague, 2006), 353, fragment (87 E), 
(75 E).  
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Besides the scenes with the procession of the domains, the names of the domains 

also rarely occur in some inscriptions in the tombs. For instance, one of the most famous 

titles of the official Pehernefert was the administrator of the domain,  @r-sbA-xnti-

pt “Horus, the foremost star of the sky,”163 founded by Netjerikhet at the beginning of 

the Third Dynasty. 164 On a libation table found at Meidum,165 the title of an official 

named Sedjfaou is attested as the overseer of the new town combined with a royal 

domain (Hwt) of Khufu.166 A text from the tomb of Nikaura167 at Giza (LG 87) also 

mentions a royal domain. It states that the owner of the tomb is dividing a part of his 

wealth (16 funerary domains) among his wife and children. In fact, he only benefited 

from their revenue since all of the domains are compounded with the name of Khafra.168  

 

III.6   The Total Occurrence of Old Kingdom Royal Funerary Domains in the Royal 

and Nonroyal Tombs and Other Sources 

 

Djoser   1 domain (niwt) 

Sekemkhet    -------------- 

Khaba     -------------- 

Nebka   1 domain (niwt) 

Huni                --------------  

Sneferu    133 names (19 niwt +114 Hwt)  

Khufu    66 names (59 niwt +7 Hwt)   

Djedefra  5 names (5 niwt)  

                                                 
163 It is noteworthy that this domain functioned for a very long time (see blow V.4).  
164 K. Sethe interpreted it as DwA-@r-xnti-pt “Praised be Horus who is in the heaven,” see Garstang, 
Mahâsna and Bêt Khallâf, 21.  
165 W. M. F. Petrie, E. Mackay, and G. A. Wainwright, Meydum and Memphis (III), BSAE 18 (London, 
1910), pl. 31. 
166 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 139. 
167 Nikaura was probably a son of Khafra. However, his tomb dates to the reign of Menkaura. See M. Baud, 
Famille royale et pouvoir sous l'Ancien Empire égyptien, vol. 2, BdE 126/2 (Le Caire, 1999), 481–482 
[104].    
168 Urk. I, 16–17; H. Goedicke, Die privaten Rechtsinschriften aus dem Alten Reich, Beihefte zur WZKM 5 
(Vienna, 1970), 21–30.  
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Khafra   53 names (50 niwt +3 Hwt) 

Menkaura  2 names (2 niwt)  

Shepseskaf   2 names (2 niwt) 

Userkaf  31 names (20 niwt+3 Hwt+8 ambiguous) 

Sahura   189 names (166 niwt+19 Hwt+4 ambiguous) 

Neferirkara  26 names (23 niwt+3 Hwt) 

Raneferef  5 names (3 niwt+2 Hwt) 

Shepseskara  -------------- 

Niuserra  28 names (16 niwt+12 Hwt) 

Menkauhor  12 names (9 niwt+3 Hwt) 

Djedkara    119 names (89 niwt+15 Hwt+15 ambiguous) 

Unas     181 names (155 niwt+26 Hwt) 

Teti   77 names (59 niwt+18 Hwt) 

Pepi I    no evidence  

Pepi II    118 names (106 niwt +12 Hwt) 
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CHAPTER IV: THE NEWLY DISCOVERED BLOCKS FROM 

THE CAUSEWAY OF SAHURA 

 

The blocks lay very close to the level of the floor of the causeway. They were 

marked as (SC/north/2003/07), (SC/north/2003/08), (SC/north/2004/09a), 

(SC/north/2004/09b)169, (SC/north/2004/10) and (SC/north/2004/11)170. The blocks are 

joining with each other. Each block has four registers with a relief decoration, bearing the 

remains of polychromy, depicting the funerary domains and estates of Sahura. The reliefs 

show procession of female offering bearers facing left (west) towards the mortuary 

temple of the king. They carry different commodities, including vegetables, fruits, and 

bread. They also lead various types of animals, such as oxen, gazelles and sheep. In front 

of each figure is the name of the domain. The depiction of five estates, carrying an 

offering table and leading an animal, is anteceded by two male figures representing two 

of Lower Egyptian nomes carrying on their heads labels with the names of the nomes. 

 The discovery of these reliefs for the first time provides scholars with the most 

complete set of 141 Lower Egyptian royal funerary domains along with five estates and 

two Lower Egyptian nomes. (pl. 9) 

 

IV.1   General Description 

• (SC/north/2003/07) measures 2.07 m. in height, 1.87 m. in width (from the 

middle) and 0.77 m. in thickness. The scenes of the block consists of two sides 

divided a vertical line separating the scenes into two sections. The right side 

consists of five registers and the left side consists of four registers. The scenes are 

arranged in four registers with another scene separated from the survived scenes 

by a vertical line.  (pl. 14) 

The Right Side consists of five registers depicting groups of workmen that are facing right 

(east), walking in a bowing position carrying various items such as, cylinders for bows, 

batons and walking sticks. All of the men are clad in short tight wigs and loincloths that 

                                                 
169 The block (SC/north/2004/09 a+b) was found broken into two almost equal pieces. 
170 The block (SC/north/ 2004/11) is still underneath the debris of Borchardt’s excavation and in the near 
future it will be uncovered. 
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are tucked between the legs. Traces of red paint can still be seen on the faces and bodies 

of the men. 171    

The Left Side of the block consists of four registers depicting female offering bearers 

representing domains followed by gods from different providences giving offerings. They 

are all facing left (west) walking towards the mortuary temple of the king.  

The procession were followed by the so-called fecundity figures (pHu)172 represented as 

fat male figures clad in long wigs with false beards that are curled at the end to show 

divinity with straps attaching it to the wig, and loincloths. Their right arms are bent at the 

elbow with the palm facing up. They have an offering table resting on their forearms and 

hanging from the forearm are three ankh signs that have been tied with ropes. They are 

holding a (wAs) scepter in an upright position in their right hands. Their left arms are 

close to the body bent at the elbow holding a vessel (Hz) used in purification in his hand. 

Traces of red paint can still be seen on their bodies. They are representing the borders of 

Lower Egyptian providences, above each figure is inscribed its name. This block also 

considers the last block of the scenes of processions due to the by a vertical line that 

separate it from the other scenes.    

•  (SC/north/2003/08) (pl. 13) measures 1.89 in height and 164 m. in width (from 

the middle) and 0.77 m. in thickness. The scenes of the block contain the 

advanced part of the procession, it is straightforwardly connected with the scenes 

form the previous block (SC/north/2003/07). 

• (SC/north/2004/09a,b) (pls. 11,12) was found broken into two almost equal 

pieces, the measures of both parts 1.97 m. in height, 1.85 m. in width in height 

(from the middle) and 0.77 m. in thickness. The reliefs on the block representing 

the direct extension of the procession, and that they are connected with the 

previous scenes from block (SC/north2003-08).  

• (SC/north/2004/10) measures 2.09 in height and 2.88m. in width (from the 

middle) and 0.77 m. in thickness. The reliefs on the block display a procession of 

royal funerary domains carrying different commodities, in addition to the 

attestation of two Lower Egyptian nomes. (pl. 10) 
                                                 
171 This part is published by El-Awady, Pyramid Causeway in the Old Kingdom, 214–235, pl. 9.  
172 For the fecundity figures and their division see, J. Baines, Fecundity figures: Egyptian personification 
and the iconology of a genre, Warminster (1985). 
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IV.2   The description of the discovered funerary domains. 

The picture of each Sahura’s funerary domain will be described with its 

interpretation and comments. In addition, I will follow the sequence of numbers for the 

blocks firstly used by Hawass and Verner in their report173 and later by El-Awady174, who 

worked on the earlier and later discovered blocks. El-Awady also added the orientation of 

the blocks and the archaeological season in which the blocks were discovered. 

 The scenes will be described as one corpse of four complete registers one after 

another. I will refer to each register as “R” , while the four registers will be marked from 

the top downwards by letters “A” “B” “C” and “D”; then each domain will be marked 

with letter “F” which is the clipping of  the word “Figure”. Finally, after “F” will follow 

the number of the specific figure. 

The scenes are connected and completing each other, except for the block 

Sc/north/2004/10 which is not directly connected with the block Sc/north/2004/9b175.  

This, in my opinion, due to the destruction of the edges of the latter block. Therefore, I 

shall refer to the incomplete scene as “IS” (Incomplete Scene). 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.001  

A part of the block bears the depiction of a badly damaged striding female 

offering bearer (from right to left), from which only the left part of her body 

can be seen, as well as part of a basket with different types of bread176 and a 

vessel.  Her left hand is down by her side holding the stalk of a lotus flower. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
173 Hawass, Verner, in: MDIAK 52 (1996), 177–186. 
174 T. El-Awady, ‘Ausgrabungen am Aufweg der Sahura-Pyramid’, in: Sokar 14/1 (2007), 21. 
175 See footenote 169. 
176 For the types of bread, see H. Jacquet-Gordon, “A Tentative Typology of Egyptian Bread Moulds,” in: 
D. Arnold (ed.), Studien zur altägyptischen Keramik (Mainz am Rhein, 1981), 11–25; M. Bárta, 
“Archaeology and Iconography: bDA and aprt bread moulds and ‘Speisetischszene’ development in the 
Old Kingdom,” in: SAK 22 (1995), 12–37. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.002  

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig177 with a 

lappet falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the 

top of her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps 

that expose the right breast. She wears a broad collar 

consisting of several layers of beads and a tight choker 

necklace, bracelets, and anklets. Unfortunately, part of her 

face is damaged. 

The female offering bearer is carrying a cage made of 

reeds (qafas)178 on her head on which lies a bundle of flax.179  

Her right hand is supporting the cage by holding its front edge. Her left hand is down by 

her side holding a small, rectangular box180 by a rope used as a handle; and, at the same 

time, she leads a leashed animal (scimitar-horned Oryx).181 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain. 

The text reads: 

 

@tpt-CAHw-Ra182
                      “The satisfaction of Sahura”183 

The domain @tpt-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom 

inscriptions.184 In addition, the names of the funerary domains of Sneferu,185 Khafra,186 

                                                 
177 For this type of tripartite or lappet wig in three-dimensional art, see J. Vandier, Manuel d’archéologie 
égyptienne, vol. III (Paris, 1958), 104–106; H. G. Fischer, “Varia Aegyptiaca,” in: JARCE 2 (1964), 27–28; 
E. Staehelin, Untersuchungen zur ägyptischen Tracht im Alten Reich, MÄS 8 (Berlin, 1966), 180–181. 
178 W. S. Blackman, The Fellāhīn of Upper Egypt: their religious, social and industrial life to-day with a 
special reference to survivals from ancient times (London, 1927), 160–161, fig. 90. 
179 For the same shape of the flax, see H. Wild, Le tombeau de Ti, MIFAO LXV/III (Le Caire, 1966), pl. 
CLI. 
180 This box is held by a domain in the third room of the tomb of Sendjemib-Inti, see LD II, pl. 76b (last 
female bearer in the second register); also, Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 56, pl. 46. 
181 P. Houlihan, The animal world of the Pharaohs (Cairo, 1996), 45. 
182 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 60–66. 
183 Although Jacquet-Gordon translated Htpt as “offering,” I would rather translate Htpt here as 
“satisfaction,” see R. Hannig, Ägyptisches Wörterbuch, I, Altes Reich und Erste Zwischenzeit (Mainz am 
Rhein, 2003), 909 (22234). However, theoretically, a translation of “offering table” cannot be excluded as 
well.  
184 For the tomb of Seshemnefer III, see Junker, Gîza III, 20, pl. IV; E. Brunner-Traut, Die altägyptische 
Grabkammer Seschemnofers III. aus Gîsa (Mainz am Rhein, 1977), 24 (7), Taf. 11. 
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Unas,187 and Pepi II are constructed in a similar way based on Htpt.188 The name also 

occurs in private tombs of several officials, such as Kaemnefert,189 Ptahhotep I,190 and 

Seshemnefer.191 

A vertical inscription above the animal separates this domain from the next one. This 

inscription reads: 

  

 

 

Int-Htp-nTr    “Bringing the divine offering” 

 

 

Interestingly, each vertical inscription with this offering formula is usually written 

above an animal. It occurs eight times in the first register. In the second register, it is 

attested just once; while, it does not appear at all in the third and fourth registers. 

Moreover, in the first register on block SC/north/ 2004/10, one observes that this formula 

separates alternately every third and fifth funerary bearer, although in the remainder of 

the register the abovementioned formula occurs consistently separating every three 

funerary bearers. 

 

                                                                                                                                                 
185 It is depicted as an estate (Hwt)in his valley temple twice, one is located in Upper Egypt as the ninth 
nome and the second as the twenty-second nome, see Fakhry, in: ASAE 52 (1952), figs. 5, 6; id., Sneferu, II, 
22, figs. 9, 18, 47. 
186 It is attested in the tomb of Rawer, see Hassan, Gîza I, 11, pl. IVb. 
187 The name of this domain occurs three times in the causeway of Unas, see Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 
89-90 (Doc. 97), 94 (Doc. 103), 104 (Doc. 116), figs. 124, 148, 153. 
188 Jéquier, Pepi II, III, pl. 23. Although it is not quite clear, the most probable reading is Htpt, see 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 186 (10). 
189 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 288 (49). 
190 S. Hassan, Excavations at Saqqara, 1937–1938, vol. II, Mastabas of Ny-‘ankh Pepy and others (Re-ed. 
by Z. Iskander) (Cairo, 1975), 51 (11), pl. XLVI. 
191 Jacquet-Gordon, in : CRIPEL 13 (1991), 78 (21), fig. 2; L. Delvaux and E. Warmenbol, “Trois 
Seshemnefer et Trente-six Domaines,” in : JEA 84 (1998), 60c, 62. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.003 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig (destroyed) and a 

long, tight-fitting dress held in position by shoulder straps that expose 

her right breast. She also wears a broad collar consisting of several rows 

of beads, a choker, bracelets, and anklets. Unfortunately, her face is 

partly damaged, and only the lower part remains. 

 

The offering bearer carries a completely destroyed conical basket192 on 

her head; the basket contains four sealed vessels (perhaps beer jars).193 

Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her 

left hand  

is down by her side, clutching the rope handle of a cheese mat.194 

A vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain is depicted in front of the 

striding figure. It reads: 

 

aA-DfA-CAHw-Ra    “Great of provision is Sahura”195
 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain aA-DfA-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. The name of a funerary domain of Khufu is constructed in a 

similar way.196 

 

 

                                                 
192 For a complete study of baskets, see W. Wendrich, The World According to Basketry: An ethno-
archaeological interpretation of basketry production in Egypt, CNWS publications no. 83 (Leiden, 1999); 
also id., “Basketry,” in: P. T. Nicholson and I. Shaw (eds.), Ancient Egyptian Materials and Technology 
(Cambridge, 2000), 254. 
193 For this type of vessel, see the recent study by T. Rzeuska, Saqqara II: Pottery of the Late Old 
Kingdom: Funerary Pottery and Burial Customs (Warsaw, 2006). 
194 In fact, many scholars failed to identify the purpose of this mat. Yet, several have identified it as a small 
jar on a rope, see Kanawati and Abder-Raziq, The Teti cemetery at Saqqara 5, 21. However, S. Hassan was 
the first one who suggested that this mat was perhaps for cheese, see S. Hassan, Excavations at Gîza. Vol. 
VI-Part III. 1934–1935 (Cairo, 1950), 50, 51. For a complete study and additional evidence for their usage 
as cheese mats in the Old Kingdom, see M. I. Khaled, “Cheese mat on Old Kingdom reliefs” (in 
preparation). 
195 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 73. Another possible translation is “Great is Sahura’s provision.”  
196 Attested in the tomb of Djedefmin, see LD II, pl. 33; also, the same name occurs in the tomb of Nikaura, 
see LD II, pl. 15b. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.004 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing three sealed 

vessels and two loaves of bread on her head. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down by her 

side holding a vessel suspended on a rope. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain. 

The text contains the cartouche of Sahura (upper left part of the cartouche is partly 

damaged), and reads: 

 

Mr-nTr-CAHw-Ra    “The god loves Sahura”197
 

The domain Mr-nTr-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom inscriptions.198 

In addition, the names of funerary domains of Khafra199 and Userkaf200 are constructed in 

a similar way based on mr-nTr. 

                                                 
197 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 75–76 (III2). 
198 Attested in the tomb of Seshemnefer III, see Junker, Gîza III, 209 (10), pl. IV. 
199 Ibid., 209 (18), pl. IV. 
200 This domain is attested twice in the mortuary temple of Userkaf following the sixth nome of Lower 
Egypt, see Labrousse, Lauer, Ouserkaf et Néferhétepès, I:87 (Doc. 61), II:60, fig. 133a, b; and as an estate 
(Hwt), see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 141 (1). 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.005 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head; the basket 

contains three sealed vessels and two loaves of bread. Her raised right 

hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down 

by her side holding a bird (European wigeon)201 by its wings. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain. It 

reads: 

 

Awt-ib-CAHw-Ra   “The joy of Sahura”202 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Awt-ib-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. The name of a funerary domain of Sneferu203 is constructed in 

a similar way. A fragment with the name of a funerary domain found in the pyramid 

complex of Khentkaues in Abusir can also probably be reconstructed as Awt-ib-

¢wfw.204 

 

                                                 
201  P. Houlihan, The Birds of Ancient Egypt (Cairo, 1992), 69. 
202 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 60–66. 
203 It is depicted as an estate (Hwt)following the sixteenth nome of Upper Egypt, see Fakhry, The 
Monuments of Sneferu at Dahshur , II, 39, fig. 16. 
204 Verner, Khentkaues, 73 (62/A/78), 88, pl. 20. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.006 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a 

lappet falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the 

top of her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps 

that expose her right breast. She wears a broad collar 

consisting of several layers of beads and a tight choker 

necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The bearer’s face is partly 

damaged. 

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket205 on a 

padded ring (@awaya)206 to keep the basket balanced on her head. The basket contains 

different types of vegetables and fruits; only lettuce and two melons can be clearly seen 

due to the bad state of preservation of this part of the block. Her right hand supports the 

front edge of the basket. Her left hand is down by her side holding a rope that is tied to 

the left rear leg of a calf. 207 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

Nj-Hpt-CAHw-Ra   “Sahura belongs to the rudder”208 

The domain’s name constructed with Nj-Hpt-CAHw-Ra is attested only with the 

name of Sahura among Old Kingdom inscriptions.209 

 

                                                 
205 For the first attestation of the crescent-shaped basket, see M. I. Khaled, Old Kingdom Funerary 
Domaines: question of dating! (in press). 
206 It is noteworthy that the padded ring in Lower Egypt is known as @awaya, which means “contain.” The 
main purpose of this type of @awaya is to keep the crescent-shaped basket balanced; however, it was also 
used with others shapes of baskets. It is also important to note that the Polish mission has discovered a 
crescent-shaped basket in the tomb of Merefnebef, specifically in the main, western chapel. A fragment of a 
yellowish colored bandage, lying 0.08 meters above the base of the basket, was attached to it. Kowalska 
has interpreted this bandage as a handle, see Myśliwiec et al., Merefnebef, 192, pl. LXXXVIIIk. In my 
opinion, it could actually be a padded ring connected with the basket. 
207 An animal led by its back leg is depicted in the tomb of Meresankh III, see D. Dunham and W. K. 
Simpson, The Mastaba of Queen Mersyankh III: G7530-7540, Giza Mastabas 1 (Boston, 1974), fig. 4. 
208 For the meaning of Hpt “rudder,” see Hannig, Ägyptisches Wörterbuch I, 799 (20253). 
209 The only attestation of this name occurs in the mortuary temple of Sahura but as an estate (Hwt), see 
Borchardt, ŚáAHu-rea II, pl. 31. 
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It is noteworthy that one of Sneferu’s epithets was nb Hpt “Lord of the rudder,” 

which occurs on the furniture of Hetepheres I with the same sign used as in the name of 

our domain.210 

In later times, Mentuhotep II, first king of the Eleventh Dynasty, had the name of Nb 

Hpt Ra “Ra is the lord of the rudder.” 

 

A vertical inscription above the animal separates this domain from the one in front. 

The upper part of the inscription is badly damaged; however, it can be easily 

reconstructed as Int.  

                       

 

I[nt]-Htp-nTr    “[Bringing] the divine offering” 

 

 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.007 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head; the basket 

contains four loaves of bread and a vessel. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent across 

her chest, while she holds a bundle of lotus flowers.211 

 

                                                 
210 Concerning the royal titles of the Fourth Dynasty, see V. Dobrev, “Considérations sur les titulatures des 
rois de la IVe dynastie égyptienne,” in: BIFAO 93 (1993), 198, no. 67. However, Dobrev did not translate 
this title. 
211 Lotus flowers are held in the same way in the tomb of Akhethotep, see C. Ziegler, Le mastaba 
d’Akhethetep, Fouilles du Louvre à Saqqara 1 (Paris, 2007), 118. 



 73 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

       

Nfr-Hzwt-CAHw-Ra    “Beautiful are Sahura's favors”212
 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Nfr-Hzwt-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. However, the names of funerary domains of Ikauhor,213 

Djedkara-Isesi,214 and Unas215 are constructed in a similar way. 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.008 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head, which 

contains two sealed vessels and two loaves of bread. Her raised right 

hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is 

down by her side holding a duck (pintail)216 by its wings. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

 

CrwD-Ra-CAHw-Ra    “Ra strengthens Sahura” 217
 

                                                 
212 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 73–74. 
213 This domain is attested twice in the mastaba of Ptahhotep I, see Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 50 
(5), pl. XLV; it also occurs in the tomb of his son Akhethotep, see Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep, II, pl. 
10. 
214 Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 56 (11), pl. 64. 
215 Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 103 (Doc. 114), fig. 146. 
216 Houlihan, The Birds, 71. 
217 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 75–76. E. Brovarski translates the verb CrwD as “perpetuates,” see 
Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 70 (10). 
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This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain CrwD-Ra-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Niuserra,218 Djedkara-

Isesi,219  

Unas,220 and Teti221 are constructed in a similar way. 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.009 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head; the back end of the basket is 

missing. The basket contains traces of different types of vegetables and 

fruits. Although this part of the block is poorly preserved, the remains of onions and figs 

can be seen. The right hand of the offering bearer supports the basket by holding its front 

rim. Her left hand is down by her side clutching two cheese mats222 suspended on a rope 

used as a handle. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

WAD-CAHw-Ra   “Sahura prospers”223 

                                                 
218 F. W. von Bissing (ed.), Das Re-Heiligtum des Königs Ne-Woser-Re (Rathures), vol. III, Die grosse 
Festdarstellung (Leipzig, 1928), 49. 
219 It is appears as (Hwt) in the tomb of Seshemnefer IV, see Junker, Giza XI, 120, Abb. 76, pl. 20a. 
220 This domain is attested twice in the causeway of Unas, see Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 98–99 (Doc. 
108), fig. 140 and in the tomb of Kairet as an estate (Hwt)of Unas following the western part of the 
seventh nome of Lower Egypt, see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 429 (8). 
221 It is also attested as an estate (Hwt)in the tomb of Kairet following the sign of the western part of the 
seventh nome of Lower Egypt, see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 429 (7).  
222 The depiction of three cheese mats tied on one rope is attested in tombs of the Sixth Dynasty; see 
Altenmüller, Mehu, pl. 28b.  
223 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 72; however, I would prefer here to begin with the subject. 
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The domain WAD-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom inscriptions.224 The 

names of funerary domains of Sneferu225 and Khufu226 are constructed in a similar way 

based on wAD.  

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.010 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a 

lappet falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to 

the top of her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder 

straps that expose her right breast. She wears a broad collar 

consisting of several layers of beads and a tight choker 

necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a flat tray made of fiber on her 

head; the tray contains traces of five loaves of bread (only 

three can be seen).227 The female bearer uses a padded ring (@awaya) to support the tray 

and maintain its balance. Her right hand supports the tray by holding the top of the front 

loaf. Her left hand is down by her side holding a leashed animal (scimitar-horned 

Oryx).228 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

 

Nfr-xaw-CAHw-Ra   “Beautiful is the appearance of 

Sahura”229
 

                                                 
224 As an estate (Hwt), see Borchardt, Sahure, II, pl. 26; also Weeks, Giza Mastabas 5, 40 (note a: the 
tomb of Iymery). 
225 For the tomb of Duara at Dahshur, see Maspero, Mémoires publiés par les membres de la Mission 
archéologique française au Caire I, (Cairo 1884), 191. 
226 The tomb of Djedefmin, see LD II, pl. 33. 
227 Two loaves of bread and the upper part of a third one can be seen while the fourth and fifth are missing. 
228 Houlihan, The Animal, 45ff. 
229 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 73–74. 
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This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Nfr-xaw-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. However, the names of funerary domains of Ikauhor,230 

Unas,231 and Pepi II232 are constructed in a similar way. A name with nfr-xaw is also 

attested in the tomb of Senedjemib-Inti; however, the name of the king combined with 

this domain’s name is missing.233 

A vertical inscription above the animal separates this domain from the next one. This 

inscription reads: 

  

 

[I]nt-Htp-nTr    “Bringing the divine offering” 

                       

 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.011 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The upper part of her body is 

barely visible, because this part of the block is damaged.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head, which contains 

four sealed vessels. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding 

its front rim. Her left arm is bent across her chest, while her left hand holds a vessel.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

                                                 
230 Attested in the tomb of Ptahhotep I, see Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 50 (2), pl. XLIV. 
231 This domain is attested in the tomb of Khnumenti after the depiction of the second nome of Lower 
Egypt; see Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 123, pl. 87a. 
232 Jéquier, Pepi II, III, pl. 28. 
233 Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 65 (15), pl. 64. 
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Nxn-CAHw-Ra    “Sahura’s storeroom”234 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Nxn-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The word nxn also occurs in the names of funerary domains of 

Sneferu,235 Userkaf,236 and Unas.237 It also occurs in combination with the names of 

several officials in their private tombs, such as Nimaatra,238 Kaemnefert,239 Ti,240 and 

Seshemnefer-Heba.241 In addition, the name occurs in the tomb of Ptahhotep II in 

connection with Osiris under the ninth nome of Lower Egypt.242 It is important to note 

that the name of the solar temple of Userkaf is called nxn Ra.243  

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.012 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The upper 

part of her body is barely visible because the scene is damaged. 

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket on her head, but 

the upper part is damaged. The basket contains different types of 

vegetables and fruits. Although this part of the block is poorly preserved, onions and figs 

can still be seen. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her 

                                                 
234 I would prefer to translate it as “storeroom,” according to Posener-Kriéger, Les archives Néferirkarê. 
For another meaning of Nxn,see K. Zibelius, Ägyptische Siedlungen nach Texten des alten Reiches, 
TAVO, Beihefte, Reihe B (Geisteswissenschaften) 19 (Wiesbaden, 1978), 119–126. 
235 This domain is attested as an estate (Hwt)in the valley temple following the eighteenth nome of Upper 
Egypt, see Fakhry, Sneferu, II, 43, fig. 18. 
236 This domain is attested in the tomb of Seshemnefer III, see Junker, Gîza III, 209 (29), pl. IV. 
237Attested in the causeway of Unas, see Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 107 (Doc. 121), fig. 153. Jacquet-
Gordon read the name of this domain differently as niwwt, see Domaines, 178 (86). 
238 S. Hassan, Gîza II: 1930–1931 (Cairo,  1936), fig. 240. 
239 Ibid., fig. 137 (2). 
240 Wild, Ti, II, pl. CVI. 
241 Delvaux and Warmenbol, in: JEA 84 (1998), 60c, 63. Jacquet-Gordon translated the word nxn as 
“enclosure,” in : CRIPEL 13 (1991), 78 (24), fig. 2. 
242 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 401 (14).  
243 Zibelius, Ägyptische Siedlungen, 119ff. 
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left arm is bent across her chest holding three papyrus stems over her left shoulder. 

Although this part of the block is partly damaged, one papyrus flower is visible.  

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

IAgt-CAHw-Ra   “The plantation (or crops) of Sahura”244 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain IAgt-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. However, iAgt also occurs in the names of funerary domains of 

Sneferu,245 Khafra,246 Neferirkara,247 and Djedkara-Isesi.248 IAgt is also combined with 

the names of several officials in their tombs, such as Ptahhotep I249 and Ti; in the latter 

tomb, it appears twice.250 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.013 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers 

of beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head; the upper 

part of which is destroyed, and only traces of bread can still be 

seen inside the basket. Her raised right hand supports the basket 

by holding its front edge. Her left hand is down by her side 

                                                 
244 For a new translation, see M.I. Khaled, “Notes on the name of the domain iAgt,” in: Abusir and 
Saqqara 2005, 257–260. 
245 It is depicted as (Hwt) following the thirteenth nome of Upper Egypt; see Fakhry, Sneferu, II, 33, fig. 
14. 
246 This domain is attested in the tomb of Nebemakhet, see S. Hassan, Excavations at Gîza, vol. IV, 1932–
1933 (Cairo, 1943), 146, fig. 137. 
247 This domain is attested in the tomb of Senedjemib-Inti, see Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 70, pls. 35, 36. 
Jacquet-Gordon read this name as iApt, see Domaines, 296 (17). However, J. Málek managed to correct 
the spelling to iAgt, see GM 13 (1974), 21–24. 
248 This domain is attested in the tomb of Seshemnefer IV, see Junker, Gîza XI, 196, fig. 76. 
249 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 382 (9); Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 51. 
250 G. Steindorff, Das Grab des Ti (Leipzig, 1913), pl. 3l; Wild, Ti, II, pl. CVI. 



 79 







clutching the rope of a leashed animal (Dorcas gazelle).251  

 

In front of the offering bearer is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary 

domain, which reads: 

 

Mr-¤kr-CAHw-Ra   “Sokar loves Sahura”252
 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Mr-¤kr-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. It is worth noting that mr ¤kr is attested among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions only in combination with the word anx.253  

A vertical inscription above the animal separates this domain from the next one. Only 

traces remain of this badly damaged inscription. The inscription reads: 

 

 

        [I]nt-[Htp]-nTr   “Bringing the divine [offering]” 

 

 

 

 

IS: Regardless of one or more missing figures of the offering bearers, the sequence 

(numbering) of the figures continues without interruption. 

 

 

SC/north/2004/09b- R. A- F.014 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

                                                 
251 Houlihan, The Animal, 41. 
252 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 75–76 (III2). 
253 Ibid., 464.  
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beads, a tight choker necklace, and a bracelet on her right wrist. The lower part of the 

figure is missing. 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a padded ring (@awaya) 

on her head. The basket contains vegetables and fruits, such as figs, melon, onions, 

cucumbers, (?), and garlic. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front 

edge, while her left hand is down by her side. 

 Only the upper part of Sahura’s cartouche has survived in the vertical inscription in 

front of the figure.            ------ CAHw-Ra Sahura ------- 

 

SC/north/2004/09b- R. A- F.015 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads, a tight choker 

necklace, and bracelets. The lower part of the scene is missing. 

 

The offering bearer carries a flat tray made of matting and loaded with 

pieces of bread on her head. Her raised right hand keeps the tray 

balanced by holding the front loaf of bread. Her left hand is down by her side holding a 

handbag by a rope used as a handle. The handbag has a reinforced base 254 made of fiber. 

It is perhaps filled with berries.255 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

Nj-tAwy-CAHw-Ra “Sahura belongs to the two lands”256 

This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

Nj-tAwy-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions. 

                                                 
254 For a detailed analysis of this type of bag, see F. W. von Bissing, Die mastaba des Gem-ni-kai, vol. II  
(Leipzig, 1911) pl. XXVIII; also Y. Harpur, The Chapel of Kagemni: Scene Details, Egypt in miniature 1, 
(Oxford, 2006), 265, 459, Detail (411).   
255 Harpur, Kagemni, 459, Detail (411).  
256 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 74 (3). 
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SC/north/2004/09b- R. A- F.016 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads, a tight choker 

necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing five sealed 

vessels on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding 

its front edge. Her left hand is down by her side holding a string with a 

suspended, ovoid vessel. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

Cmnt-CAHw-Ra   “The establishment of Sahura”257
 

The domain Cmnt-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom inscriptions.258 

The names of funerary domains of Sneferu,259 Userkaf,260 Djedkara-Isesi,261 and Ini 

(Niuserra)262 are constructed in a similar way based on cmnt.Cmnt also occurs in the 

names of domains of several officials, such as Ptahhotep I263 and Ti; in Ti’s tomb, it 

occurs three times.264 

  

                                                 
257 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 67.    
258 It is depicted as an estate (Hwt), see Borchardt, Sahure, II, pl. 31. 
259 It is depicted as (Hwt and followed by the tenth nome of Upper Egypt; see Fakhry, Sneferu, II, 22–24, 
fig. 11. 
260 Junker, Gîza III, 83 (1), 209 (30).    
261 This domain is attested in the tomb of Mehu following the eastern part of the seventh nome of Lower 
Egypt, see Altenmüller, Mehu, 128 (Nr. 28), pl. 27a. 
262 It is depicted after the western part of the seventh nome of Lower Egypt, ibid, 129 (Nr. 36), pl. 26a.  
263 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 383; Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 51 (17).     
264 Steindorff, Ti, pl. III; Wild, Ti, II, pl. CVI.  
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SC/north/2004/09b- R. A- F.017 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers 

of beads, a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The 

basket contains four loaves of bread. Her right hand supports the 

front rim of the basket, while her left hand is down by her side holding a rope leashed to 

an unidentifiable animal.265 

 

 In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

Int-qbHw-n-CAHw-Ra  “Bringing the refreshment (libation) for 

Sahura”266
 

 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Int-qbHw-n-CAHw-Ra 

among Old Kingdom inscriptions. It does not occur with any other royal names nor with 

any high officials’ names. It is noteworthy that a similar construction with this name 

occurs in the tomb of Ti as Int-mw-n-§y.267 

 

A vertical inscription above the animal separates this domain from the following one. 

This inscription reads: 

 

 

Int-nTr-Htp   “Bringing the divine offering” 

                                                 
265 Kanawati and Abder-Raziq, Hesi, 41, pls. 36, 62 (register 3 (4)). 
266 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 69–71. 
267 Wild, Ti, II, pl. CVI; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 363 (17S5). 
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SC/north/2004/09b- R. A- F.018 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads, a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains lotus flowers 

and several vegetables, such as onions, garlic, and lettuce. Her raised 

right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent across her 

chest, while she carries two cheese mats, supported by her hand, under her left armpit in a 

unique scene. 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

Nfr-cwt-CAHw-Ra “Beautiful are the (cult) places of Sahura”268 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Nfr-cwt-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. The name of a funerary domain of Khafra269 is constructed in 

a similar way. Unas also gave this name to his pyramid complex.270 

 

                                                 
268 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 73–74.  
269 Attested twice in the tomb of Nebemakhet, see Hassan, Gîza IV, 137, pl. 37; also attested in the tomb of 
Hemetra, see Hassan, Gîza VI, part III, 51, fig. 38.  
270 Zibelius, Ägyptische Siedlungen, 113. 
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SC/north/2004/09a- R. A- F.019 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers 

of beads, a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head, which 

contains the remains of several loaves of bread. The left side of 

the basket is damaged as a result of a crack, which extends from 

the head of the figure down to her breasts. Her raised right arm 

supports the basket (her elbow and part of the hand are also damaged). Her left hand is 

down her side holding a bag by a rope used as a handle. The bag has a reinforced base 

made of fiber. It is perhaps filled with berries.271 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

is partly damaged. The name reads: 

@tpwt-CAHw-Ra “The offerings of Sahura”272 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain @tpwt-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Sneferu,273 Khufu,274 Khafra,275  

Ini 276 and Djedkara-Isesi277 are constructed in a similar way. 

One can observe an empty space between the cartouche and the first sign of Htpwt. This 

area possibly had another sign, such as mn.278 

                                                 
271 See figure SC/north/2004/09b- R. A- F.015. 
272 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 66. 
273 Attested as (Hwt) following the eighteenth nome of Upper Egypt, see Fakhry, Sneferu, II, 47, fig. 18. 
274 Attested in the tomb of Seshathotep-Heti, see Kanawati, Seshathetep, Nesutnefer and Seshemnefer, 28, 
pl. 45. 
275 Attested in the tomb of Nikaura, see LD II, pl. 15b.  
276 Mariette, Mastabas, 509 (10). Jacquet-Gordon read it as Htpt, see Domaines, 297 (26). However, 
Málek, based on an old copy found in The Griffith Institute,  revised the name and read it as Htpwt, see 
GM 13 (1974), 23; also see Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 70 (10). 
277 Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 70 (8). 
278 Mn Htpwt is attested in the mortuary temple of Djedkara-Isesi, see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 164 
(32). 
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SC/north/2004/09a- R. A- F.020 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a 

lappet falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the 

top of her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps 

that expose her right breast. She wears a broad collar 

consisting of several layers of beads, a tight choker necklace, 

bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head, which 

contains four loaves of bread. Her raised right hand supports 

the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down by her side holding a rope 

leashed to an animal (Dorcas gazelle).279 The head of the gazelle is damaged in this 

scene, but one can determine its type from the shape of the body. 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

Int-CAHw-Ra    “The valley of Sahura”280  

The domain Int-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom inscriptions.281 In 

addition, the names of funerary domains of Sneferu282 and Khufu283 are constructed in a 

similar way based on int. int is also incorporated in the names of several officials in 

their tombs, such as Ptahhotep I,284 Ti,285 and others.286 

 

A vertical inscription above the animal separates this domain from the following one. 

This inscription reads: 

                                                 
279 Houlihan, The Animal, 41. 
280 Zibelius, Ägyptische Siedlungen, 45. 
281 The name is attested twice in the tomb of Akhethotep following the twenty-second nome of Upper 
Egypt, see Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep, II, pls. 11, 16.  
282 Attested three times in the tomb of Duara, see Maspero, Mémoires, 191; for the tomb of Ptahhotep II, 
see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 401 (16); also for the tomb of Iabtet at Giza, see Junker, Gîza I, 226, Abb. 
51.      
283 The domain is attested twice in the tomb of Merib, see Junker, Gîza III; also in the tomb of Seshemnefer 
III, see H. Junker, Gîza I, 209, pl. IV. 
284 Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 55 (8), pl. XLII. 
285 Steindorff, Ti, pl. III ; Wild, Ti, II, pl. CVI.  
286 For the complete list of officials, see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 458. 
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Int-nTr-Htp    “Bringing the divine offering” 

 

 

SC/north/2004/09a- R. A- F.021 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads, a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. Her face is 

partly damaged, especially the nose and mouth. 

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains several fruits 

and vegetables, such as melon and lettuce. Her right hand supports the basket by holding 

its front rim, while her left hand is down by her side holding a duck (European wigeon)287 

by its wings.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Nfr-Xnm-CAHw-Ra “Beautiful is the union of Sahura”288
 

 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Nfr-Xnm-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Khufu289 and Khafra290 are 

also constructed in a similar way based on Nfr-Xnm; it is noteworthy that both 

domains are depicted with the letter m omitted.  

                                                 
287 Houlihan, The Birds, 69. 
288 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 74. 
289 Attested in the tomb of Seshemnefer III, see Junker, Gîza III, 209 (3), pl. IV.  
290 It is attested in the tomb of Hemetra; although the cartouche of the king is not complete, it is more likely 
to be Khafra due to the remaining funerary domains, see Hassan, Gîza VI, part III, 49, fig. 37. 
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SC/north/2004/09a- R. A- F.022 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads, a tight choker 

necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head; part of the 

basket is damaged. The basket contains the remains of bread; 

unfortunately, the upper part of the block is missing. Her raised right 

hand supports the basket by holding its front rim, while her left hand is down by her side 

holding a lotus flower.  

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

        Nj-kA-CAHw-Ra    “Sahura belongs to the ka”291 

The domain Nj-kA-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom inscription.292 In 

addition, the names of funerary domains of Sneferu,293 Khafra,294 and Djedkara-Isesi295 

are constructed in a similar way based on njkA; nj kA is also incorporated in the 

name of the high official Ti296 in his tomb. 

                                                 
291 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 75. 
292 The tomb of Nenkheftka, PM III2, 580–581; see L. Borchardt, Denkmäler des Alten Reiches (ausser den 
Statuen) im Museum von Kairo, vol. I, Catalogue général des antiquités égyptiennes du Musée du Caire; nr. 
1295–1800 (Cairo, 1964) 98, pl. 47. Málek has mentioned that Nenkheftka received this domain due to his 
position, since his titles show that he was associated with the pyramids of Userkaf and Sahura, see Málek, 
In the Shadow of the Pyramids, 72. 
293 It is depicted as an estate (Hwt)twice following the eleventh nome of Upper Egypt and the thirteenth 
nome of Lower Egypt, see Fakhry, Sneferu, II, 24 fig. 11, 55, fig. 29. 
294 Tomb of Sekhemkara, see Hassan, Gîza IV, 113, fig 58. 
295 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 166 (Frag. XXIII). 
296 Steindorff, Ti, pl. III.  



 89 

SC/north/2004/09a- R. A- F.023 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig (partly 

destroyed) with a lappet falling over her left shoulder, 

which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-fitting dress 

held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads, a 

tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The upper part 

of her head and left shoulder are damaged and no longer 

visible. 

 

The offering bearer raises her right arm to support the basket, which is completely 

missing along with her right hand. Her left hand is down by her side (only traces of the 

hand and arm can be seen) holding a rope leashed to a calf. The nose of the animal can be 

seen, while the rest of its body is depicted on the following block (SC/north/2003/08). On 

the back of the calf is presumably a sackcloth.297 The right foot of the next domain 

overlaps the left rear leg of the calf.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

+d-CAHw-Ra   “Sahura endures”298 

This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

+d-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions. It is noteworthy that Sneferu gave this 

name to his pyramid complex;299 Dd-Cnfrw300 is also attested in the papyrus archive of 

Raneferef. 301   

                                                 
297 For materials resting on the animal’s body, see Harpur, Kagemni, 451–452 (Doc. 381). 
298 For the meaning of Dd, see Posener-Kriéger, Les archives Néferirkarê, II, 620-624; Posener-Kriéger, 
Verner, and Vymazalová, Raneferef, 285. 
299 Zibelius, Ägyptische Siedlungen, 274–279.  
300 For a complete study of its location, see J. Yoyotte, “Études Géographiques II. Les Localités 
Méridionales de La Région Memphite et « Le Pehou D’Héracléopolis »,” in : RdE 15 (1963), 92–98. 
301 Posener-Kriéger, Verner, Vymazalová, Raneferef, 351. 
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Unfortunately, the area above the animal is destroyed. However, one might assume 

that an inscription with an offering formula was originally intended for this space (see 

SC/north/2004/09a- R. A- F.020). 

 

SC/north/2003/08- R. A- F.024 

A striding female offering bearer is badly damaged in this scene. Only the 

lower part of the figure, including her legs with anklets, and the lower 

half of a cheese mat, which she carries horizontally in her left hand, 

remain. 

The left part of the block, which bears the cartouche and the domain’s 

name, is missing. 

 

SC/north/2003/08- R. A- F.025 

Only the lower part of a striding female offering bearer remains, including 

her legs with anklets and her left hand wearing a bracelet. In her left hand, 

she carries a vessel attached to a rope used as a handle. 

Traces of the name of the funerary domain are inscribed in front of the 

bearer but are unfortunately damaged. The inscription reads:  

 

[Xt]-CAHw-Ra     “The property of Sahura” 302 

                                                 
302 The name of this domain is difficult to reconstruct; however, the space between the cartouche and the 
letter can only consist of a vertical sign. It is noteworthy that one domain of Pepi II is called Xt Pepi, see 
Jéquier, Pepi II, III, pl. 27; Jacquet-Gordon has translated it as “les biens de Pépi,” see Domaines, 199 
(117).  
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SC/north/2003/08- R. A- F.026 

The head and upper torso of a striding female offering bearer are 

badly damaged. Only the lower part of the figure, including her legs 

with anklets, can be seen. Her left hand is down by her side with a 

bracelet on her wrist. She clutches a duck (pintail)303 in this hand. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the 

funerary domain; its upper part is partially damaged. The inscription 

reads: 

 

Canx-PtH-[CAH]w-[Ra]  “Ptah causes [Sah]u[ra] to live”304 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Canx-PtH-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Djedkara-Isesi,305 Unas,306 

and Teti307 are constructed in a similar way. 

 

SC/north/2003/08- R. A- F.027 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a 

lappet falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the 

top of her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps 

that expose her right breast. She wears a broad collar 

consisting of several layers of beads and a tight choker 

necklace, bracelets, and anklets. Her face is partly damaged. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head, which 

contains the remains of bread and cakes. Her raised left hand 

                                                 
303 Houlihan, The Birds, 71. 
304 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 75–76 (III2a). 
305 For the tomb of Sabou, see Mariette, Mastabas, 383; Borchardt, Denkmäler, 98, pl. 21.  
306 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 180 (110). 
307 The domain with Teti’s name occurs in three different tombs: Khnumenti, depicted after the sixteenth 
nome of Lower Egypt, see Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 122, pl. 92, fig. 87a; Sabou, as (Hwt) following 
the twelfth nome of Lower Egypt, see Borchardt, Denkmäler, pl. 21; and Kairer, as (Hwt) following the 
ninth nome of Lower Egypt, see PM III2, 631. 
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supports the basket by holding its back rim (an unusual position in the procession);308 

while, her right hand is down by her side clutching a rope leashed to the rear leg of an 

animal (Nubian ibex),309 which is depicted in front of the offering bearer. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

WADt-CAHw-Ra   “The green stone (malachite) of Sahura” 310
 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain WADt-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Djedkara-Isesi,311 Unas,312 and 

Pepi II313 are constructed in a similar way. 

Jacquet-Gordon suggested two translations for the word wADt: one as 

prosperity314 and the other as green.315 It is worth noting that traces of a procession of 

funerary domains in the tomb of Seshemnefer-Heba, which was discovered and published 

by Auguste Mariette,316 was recently reconstructed and published by Jacquet-Gordon.317 

Interestingly, the recently published procession contains the name wADt. Jacquet-

Gordon also introduced a new reading and translation of this name: she read it as t wAD 

and translated it as “le pain frais,”318 without giving any interpretation. However, the 

determinative is rectangular and similar to what we have319 in the name of our domain. 

                                                 
308 The unusual position of the raised left arm instead of the right is due to the inscription in front of the 
female, which was the reason why the artisan was obliged to change the arm’s position. 
309 R. Macramallah, Fouilles à Saqqarah : Le mastaba d’Idout (Le Caire, 1935), 40 (3), pl. XXVIII (3); 
Houlihan, The Animal, 58–59. 
310 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 60–64 (IC). 
311 Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep,II, pl. 10. 
312 Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 101 (Doc. 111), fig. 143. 
313 Jéquier, Pepi II, III, pl. 28. 
314 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 171 (15). 
315 Ibid., 388 (5). 
316 Only the false door and the beginning of the procession is published, see Mariette, Mastabas, 398; 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 406. 
317 Jacquet-Gordon, in: CRIPEL 13 (1991), 71–78; Jacquet-Gordon suggested that Seshemnefer-Heba 
usurped the decoration, misappropriating the list of domains from the reliefs’ original owner. On the 
contrary, Delvaux and Warmenbol believe that Seshemnefer-Heba received a promotion to a high office 
and that is why he needed to update his nickname on the walls of his tomb, see Delvaux and Warmenbol,  
in : JEA 84 (1998), 57–69. 
318 Jacquet-Gordon, in: CRIPEL 13 (1991), 76 (11). 
319 Ibid, 73, fig. 2 (11). 
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Therefore, it is clear that the determinative for this word is a stone;320 hence, the 

suggested translation would be “green stone” (malachite). 

In fact, green stone is mentioned on the Palermo Stone,321 explaining that 

commodities were brought by the trading expedition from Punt in the last year of 

Sahura’s reign.322 

 

A vertical inscription above the animal separates this domain from the previous one. This 

inscription is partly destroyed but the traces can be read as: 

 

[Int]-nTr-Htp             “[Bringing] the divine offering” 323 

 

 

 

 

SC/north/2003/08- R. A- F.028 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head, which 

contains five loaves of bread. Her raised right hand supports the basket 

by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down by her side clutching a 

duck (pintail)324 by its wings. 

                                                 
320 For WADt, see Wb I, 267; Hannig, Ägyptisches Wörterbuch I, 310 (6740).  
321 T. A. H. Wilkinson, Royal Annals,168ff. 
322 It is now clearly proven that Sahura sent an expedition to Punt in his last days; scenes depict the king 
receiving the expedition, see T. El-Awady, “King Sahura with the precious trees from Punt in a unique 
scene!”, in: M. Bárta (ed.), The Old Kingdom Art And Archaeology: Proceedings of the Conference held in 
Prague, May 31–June 4, 2004 (Prague, 2006), 37–43. 
323 It is easy to reconstruct the first part of the inscription, which occurs repeatedly. 
324 Houlihan, The Birds, 71. 
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In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

MnzA-CAHw-Ra    “The Menza-jar of Sahura”325
 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain MnzA-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Sneferu,326 Userkaf,327 

Djedkara-Isesi,328 and Unas329 are constructed in a similar way. mnzA is also 

incorporated in the names of several officials in their tombs, such as Ptahhotep I330 and 

Seshemnefer-Techti .331 

 

SC/north/2003/08- R. A- F.029 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig 

with a lappet falling over her left shoulder, which 

hangs down to the top of her long, tight-fitting dress 

held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. 

She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and 

anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket 

resting on a padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The 

basket contains the remains of different types of vegetables and fruits in addition to a 

sealed vessel. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. The top 

of the basket and some of its contents are partly damaged. The left hand of the female 

                                                 
325 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 64. 
326 It is depicted as (Hwt) without a representation of the letter (N), following the fourteenth nome of 
Upper Egypt, see Fakhry, Sneferu,II, 34, fig. 15. 
327 Labrousse, Lauer, Ouserkaf et Néferhétepès I :158 (Doc. 274), II :116, fig. 367. 
328 Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 56 (9), pl. 46. 
329 Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 104 (Doc. 116), fig. 148. 
330 Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 51 (16), pl. XLVI; Hassan translated is as “pitcher.” 
331 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 314; PM III, 227. 



 95 

bearer is down by her side holding traces of a rope leashed to an animal (calf); the body 

of the calf is also depicted on another block (SC/north/2003/07).332 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

Cxm-CAHw-Ra                 “Powerful is Sahura” 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Cxm-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Djedefra,333 Djedkara-Isesi,334 

and Teti335 are constructed in a similar way. 

 

A vertical inscription above the animal separates this domain from the next one. This 

inscription is partly destroyed but the traces read: 

. 

Int-bHz-Hr(y)-Dba   “Bringing a suckled calf”336 

 

 

 

@r(y) Dba is attested in many Old Kingdom tombs, such as those belonging to 

Rahotep at Meidum337 and Seshathotep (Heti) at Giza.338 

 

                                                 
332 The head of the calf is partly destroyed.  
333 It attested twice, following the same eleventh nome of Lower Egypt, see Davies, Ptahhetep and 
Akhethetep, II, pls. 10, 15. 
334 Myśliwiec et al., Merefnebef, 136 (5), pl. XX. In his interpretation, Myśliwiec has suggested the 
possibility of another word preceding the name. He suggested that it could be anx or sxm. 
335Attested in the tomb of Mehu following the fifteenth nome of Lower Egypt, see Altenmüller, Mehu, 126 
(Nr.12), pl. 28b. 
336 For the meaning, see H. Goedicke, “1ry-+ba, Suckled calf,” in: RdE 11 (1957), 159–161; W. 
Ghoneim, Die Ökonomische Bedeutung Des Rindes Im Alten Ägypten (Bonn, 1977), 76ff. As for Int 
bHz, see e.g. R. Schulz, “The dog missing his master,”,in: Bárta, The Old Kingdom Art And Archaeology, 
319 (no. 35). 
337 Petrie, Medum, no. 6; H. Junker, Gîza VI. Nfr (Nefer), Qdfjj (Kedfi), KAHjf (KaHjef) und die 
westlich anschließenden Grabanlagen, DAWW 72,1 (Vienna and Leipzig, 1943), 51; PM IV, 90. 
338 Kanawati, Seshathetep, Nesutnefer and Seshemnefer, 22, pl. 42 (c).  
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SC/north/2003/07- R. A- F.030 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head, which 

contains the remains of bread loaves. The bearer raises both her 

hands to support the basket by holding its rim at the front and back. 

The upper part of the basket, including the left hand of the offering 

bearer, is badly damaged.  

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Cxmwt-CAHw-Ra “The powers of Sahura”339
 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Cxmwt-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Sneferu340 and Unas341 are 

constructed in a similar way based on cxmwt. 

 

                                                 
339 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 60–62 (Ic). 
340 It also attested as a plural, see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 135 (79). It is noteworthy that A. Fakhry read 
this name as Xrpw, see Sneferu, II, 50, fig. 24. 
341 It is attested in the tomb of Mereruka. However, it is depicted as a plural but it has the same 
transliteration, see P. Duell et al., The Mastaba of Mereruka, part I, University of Chicago Oriental Institute 
publications 31 (Chicago, 1938), pl. 49. 
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SC/north/2003/07- R. A- F.031 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers 

of beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head, which 

contains four loaves of bread. Her raised right hand supports the 

basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down by her side 

holding a duck (European wigeon)342 by its wings. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Ptr-CAHw-Ra   “Sahura is watching” 343
 

This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

Ptr-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions. This domain is attested as a name of 

pHu of the eleventh nome of Lower Egypt.344  It is also important to mention that the 

name of the pyramid of Senusert I at Lisht is called “Senusret looks down on both 

lands.”345 

 

                                                 
342 Houlihan, The Birds, 69. 
343 For the transliteration of the word ptr, see Hannig, Ägyptisches Wörterbuch, I, 482 (11484). 
344 P. Barguet, “Une liste des Pehou D’Égypte sur un sarcophage du Musée de Louvre,” in : KÊMI 16 
(1962), 17. 
345 D. Arnold, The Pyramid of Senwosret I, The south cemeteries at Lisht/The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
Egyptian Expedition 1; Publications of the Metropolitan Museum of Art Egyptian Expedition 22 (New 
York, 1988), 17, 91, fig. 37. 
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SC/north/2003/07- R. A- F.032 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The basket 

contains four sealed vessels (perhaps used for Hnkt). Her raised right 

hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is 

down by her side holding a vessel by a rope used as a handle. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

 

Mrt-CAHw-Ra  “The love (beloved one?) of Sahura”346 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Mrt-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Khufu,347 Shepseskaf,348 and 

Userkaf349 are constructed in a similar way based on mrt. Mrt is also attested as a 

settlement incorporated in several royal names, such as Sneferu, Userkaf, Unas, etc….350 

                                                 
346 This translation is according to Kanawati, Abder-Raziq, Hes, 43.  
347 Attested in the tomb of Meresankh III, see Dunham, Simpson, Giza Mastaba 1, 10 (9), pl. IV, fig. 4. 
348 Attested in the tomb of Rawer, see Hassan, Gîza I, 11 (3), pl. VIb. 
349 Kanawati, Abder-Raziq, Hesi, 43 (15), pl. 62. 
350 For a complete study of these settlements, see Zibelius, Ägyptische Siedlungen, 100. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.001 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a tray made of fiber on her head. The 

tray contains the remains of five loaves of bread; only two complete 

loaves of bread and the lower part of a third one can still be seen, 

while the fourth and fifth are missing. Her right arm is raised to 

support the tray; part of the right hand is missing. The left hand is down by her side 

holding a vessel by a rope used as a handle. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain. The 

upper part of the cartouche of Sahura is partly destroyed. The inscription reads: 

 

Nfr-kA-CAHw-(Ra)   “Beautiful is Sahura's ka”351  

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Nfr-kA-CAHw-(Ra) among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. The name of a funerary domain of Userkaf352 is also 

constructed in a similar way based on nfr kA.  

                                                 
351 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 73 (IIB2).  
352 Attested in the tomb of Nenkheftka, see Borchardt, Denkmäler, 98, pl. 47; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 
341(3); PM III2, 580–581.  
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SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.002 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers 

of beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains different 

types of vegetables and fruits, such as garlic, cucumbers, lettuce, 

melon, and figs. Her raised right hand supports the basket by 

holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent across her chest holding two papyrus stems over 

her left shoulder. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Nfr-Hzwt-CAHw-Ra   “Beautiful are Sahura's favors” 

This is the second time that the name of this domain is attested in this procession.353 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.003 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The basket 

contains three loaves of bread. Her raised right hand supports the 

basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down by her side 

                                                 
353 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.007 
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holding a bird by its wings. Although the bird’s head is badly damaged, it can be 

identified as a European wigeon.354 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Nfr-Htpwt-CAHw-Ra   “Beautiful are Sahura's offerings”355 

The domain Nfr-Htpwt-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom 

inscriptions.356 In addition, the names of funerary domains of Khufu357 and Unas358 are 

constructed in a similar way based on nfr-Htpwt. 

  

SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.004 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The basket 

contains three sealed vessels, perhaps beer jars. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down by 

her side holding two cheese mats by a rope used as a handle. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

@pwt-CAHw-Ra   “The rudders of Sahura”359 

                                                 
354 Houlihan, The Birds, 69. 
355 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 73 (IIB2).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
356 Attested as an estate (Hwt)in Sahura’s mortuary temple, see Borchardt, Sahure, II, pl. 27.  
357 Attested in the tomb of Meresankh III, see Dunham, Simpson, Giza Mastabas 1, 10 (3), pl. IV, fig. 4.   
358 Attested in the tomb of Hesi following the tenth nome of Lower Egypt, see Kanawati, Abder-Raziq, 
Hesi, 43 (17). It is noteworthy that Kanawati prefers to transliterate this name as nfr-Htpw; nfr Htpw 
is attested in different places, see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 466. Kanawati also points out that the name 
is attested in the tomb of Mereruka; however, the domain’s name occurs with the letter t omitted. 
Therefore, it is preferable to transliterate this name as nfr-Htpwt. 
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This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

@pwt-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions. 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.005 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets 

 

The offering bearer carries a cage made of reeds (qafas)360 on her head. 

Her right hand is raised to support the cage by holding its front edge. 

Her left hand is down by her side holding a duck (European wigeon)361 

by its wings. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Mr-cxt-CAHw-Ra “The canal of Sahura’s field”362 

This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

Mr-cxt-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions. It is noteworthy that the use of 

the word mr as a canal is attested in the tomb of Merefnebef in conjunction with Teti’s 

name.363  

 

                                                                                                                                                 
359 For the translation of the name, see Hannig, Ägyptisches Wörterbuch I, 799 (20250).   
360 Blackman, Fellāhīn, 160–161, fig. 90.   
361 Houlihan, The Birds, 69. 
362 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 60–69 (Ic). 
363 Myśliwiec et al., Merefnebef, 136 (3). 
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A canal probably had to be dug prior to the foundation of the domain in order to bring    

water to the domain’s fields. Was this domain also somehow related to the sun temple of 

Sahura, which was called Cxt-Ra?364  

  

Nome 

A striding male wears a short kilt, long wig, necklace, and a false 

beard, that is tied to his wig with straps. His right hand holds a wAs-

scepter, while his left hand is down by his side holding an anx-

sign.   

 

On the head of the male figure is the symbol for the western part of 

the seventh nome of Lower Egypt that reads:  

 

Wa-m-Hww:gs imntj 365 “Harpoon with a rope: 

western        

                   part” 

 

The western part of the seventh nome of Lower Egypt366 is attested for the first time 

during the reign of Sahura’s father, Userkaf.367 It is also attested in the time of 

Niuserra,368 Djedkara-Isesi,369 Unas,370 and Teti.371  It is noteworthy that the seventh 

(harpoon) nome of Lower Egypt occurs in the tomb of the high official Metjen.372    

                                                 
364 Zibelius, Ägyptische Siedlungen, 214–215. The solar temple is mentioned on the Palermo Stone; see 
Wilkinson, Royal Annals, 160–162. For a recent study of the sun temples and their locations, see M. 
Verner, “The Fifth Dynasty’s Mysterious Sun-Temples,” in KMT14.1 (2002), 44–57; also more recently M. 
Nuzzolo, “The Sun Temples of the Vth  Dynasty- A Reassessment,” in: SAK 36 (2007), 217–247.      
365 Altenmüller, Mehu, 129; Hannig, Ägyptisches Wörterbuch I, 1564 (42036).  
366 For a complete study of the seventh nome of Lower Egypt, see W. Helck, Die altägyptischen Gaue, 
Beihefte zum Tübinger Atlas des Vorderen Orients, Reihe B, Geisteswissenschaften 5 (Wiesbaden, 1974), 
167–174. 
367 It is attested in the tomb of Akhethotep, see Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep, II, pl. 15. However, 
some scholars believe that the first attestation of this nome is recorded in the time of Djedkara-Isesi, see 
e.g. Altenmüller, Mehu, 129 (no. 225), and Akhethotep, see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 393 (27).     
368 Attested in the sun temple of Niuserra, see H. Kees, “Zu den Gaulisten im Sonnenheiligtum des 
Neuserrê,” in: ZÄS 81 (1958), 37, pl. 1; also in the tomb of Mehu, see Altenmüller, Mehu, 129 (Nr. 36), pl. 
26a. 
369 Attested in the tomb of Akhethotep twice, see Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep II, pls. 13, 15.  
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SC/north/2004/10- R. B- Hwt . 01 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a 

lappet falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the 

top of her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps 

that expose her right breast. She wears a broad collar 

consisting of several layers of beads and a tight choker 

necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The female carries the name of Sahura inside the Hwt-sign, 

which is placed on a standard373 on top of her head. Her right 

hand is outstretched in front of her body carrying an offering 

table that is shaped like the Htp-(offering) sign, on which is placed a loaf of bread. She 

also holds a wAs-scepter in this hand. Three anx-signs374 hung on three different cords 

around her fingers, wrist, and forearm can be seen below the offering table. Her left arm 

is bent across her waist. In her left hand, she holds a Hz-vase375 and a rope leashed to a 

small calf, which is in front of her.  

                                                                                                                                                 
370 It is attested in his causeway, see Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 96 (Doc. 105), fig. 137; also in the tomb of 
Mehu, see Altenmüller, Mehu, 129 (Nrs. 34, 35), pl. 26b; also in the tomb of Kairer, see Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 429 (8).  
371  In the tomb of Khnumenti, see Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 122 (4); also in the tomb of Hesi, see 
Kanawati, Abder-Raziq, Hesi, 43 (5), pl. 62.  
372 Urk. I, 15; Goedicke, in: MDAIK 21 (1966), 22. Goedicke suggests that this nome is related to the 
harpoon- sign, which is depicted on the Narmer Palette. 
373 This type of the standard is described by Fakhry, who stated that it represents the upper part of the 
standard IAt,see Sneferu, II, 17. In my opinion, it represents part of the sign for the god DwAw. The 
standard also occurs as early as Early Dynastic Egypt, e.g. Narmer Palette; see Wilkinson, EDE, 197–199.   
374 The number of anx-signs that are held by estates has changed since the time of Sneferu (one anx-sign), 
see Fakhry, Sneferu, II, figs. 17-23. However, from the time of his son Khufu, the number increased to 
three signs in which each sign is suspended from a cord collared together around the forearm of each estate; 
see Goedicke, Re-used Blocks, 13-16. The same number continued after Khufu’s reign, as is apparent in the 
depiction of funerary estates in the mortuary temple and causeway of Sahura. Later, the depiction of the 
anx-sign changed again: each estate (Hwt) holds two long cords with two anx-signs at the end. This type 
of representation can be clearly seen in the pyramid complex of Niuserra (Borchardt, Ne-user-rea, pl. 14) 
and in the causeway of Unas (Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 97–98 (Doc. 107), figs. 139, 142). 
375

 For a complete study of the Hz-vase, see Fischer, Varia Nova, 219–222. 
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     Beside the Hwt-sign, which contains the name of Sahura, is the name of this estate 

(Hwt). It reads:   

¢nmt-CAHw-Ra   “The nurse of Sahura”376
 

 

The estate (Hwt)xnmt-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom 

inscriptions.377 In addition, the names of two funerary estates (Hwt) of Sneferu378 are 

constructed in a similar way based on xnmt. It is noteworthy that Junker compared the 

meaning of the word xnmt with the word mnat.379   

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. B- Hwt . 02 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a 

lappet falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the 

top of her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps 

that expose her right breast. She wears a broad collar 

consisting of several layers of beads and a tight choker 

necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries the name of Sahura inside the 

Hwt-sign, which is placed on a standard on top of her head. 

Her right hand is outstretched in front of her body to support 

an offering table shaped like the Htp-(offering) sign, while she holds a wAs-scepter in 

her right hand. On her forearm are suspended three anx-signs hung on three different 

cords. In her left hand, she holds a Hz-vase and a rope leashed to a Dorcas gazelle,380 

which is in front of her.    

      

                                                 
376 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 66.  
377 Attested in the tomb of Pehnuka, LD II, 47; PM III2, 491–492.  
378 They are depicted in the valley temple of Sneferu following the twelfth nome of Upper Egypt, and again 
on a fragment which shows the Lower Egyptian estates, see Fakhry, Sneferu, II, 29, 50, figs. 12, 25.    
379 For the difference between the meaning of xnmt and mnat, see Junker, Gîza XII, 118ff; also H. 
Fischer, Egyptian women of the Old Kingdom and the Heracleopolitan Period (New York, 2000), 29ff.      
380 Houlihan, The Animal, 41. 
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Beside the Hwt-sign, which contains the name of Sahura, is the name of this estate 

(Hwt). It reads:   
 

_wA-n-CAHw-Ra 381  “The praise for Sahura”382 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the estate (Hwt)_wA-n-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. In addition, the names of two funerary estates (Hwt) of 

Sneferu383 are constructed in a similar way based on dwA-n. This estate’s name is also 

linked with Sneferu on a stela dated to the time of Pepi II; this estate was somehow 

connected with the goddess Hathor.384 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.006 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig (partly damaged) 

with a lappet falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top 

of her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The basket 

contains two loaves of bread and two sealed vessels. Her raised right 

hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down 

by her side holding a vessel by a rope used as a handle. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

                                                 
381 The name should be read as dwAw-n-CAHw-Ra, as substantive + indirect genitive, see Jacquet-
Gordon, Domaines, 69 (ID). 
382 Hanning translates dwA as “admiration,” which should also be taken into consideration, see Ägyptisches 
Wörterbuch  I, 1468 (47567). 
383 The first one follows the eleventh nome of Upper Egypt, while the other is depicted on a fragment that 
belongs to Lower Egypt, see Fakhry, Sneferu, II, 29, 55, figs. 12, 25; also, Zibelius, Ägyptische Siedlungen, 
165–166.  
384 G. Jéquier, Tombeaux de particuliers contemporains de Pepi II, Fouilles à Saqqarah (Le Caire, 1929), 
105, fig. 119.  
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QbHwt-CAHw-Ra       “The refreshment of Sahura”385
 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain QbHwt-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Unas386 and Pepi II387 

(although Jacquet-Gordon misinterpreted this name as Qbwt) are constructed in a 

similar way based on qbHwt. The qbH-sign is reversed in our text, probably for 

calligraphic reasons. A similar sign is depicted in the procession of funerary domains in 

the tomb of the official Perneb.388  

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.007 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains several fruits, 

such as figs, melon, and a bunch of grapes. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent across 

her chest, while she tenderly cradles a duck (pintail) 389 in a unique scene.390  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:  

_wA-n-CAHw-Ra   “The praise for Sahura” 

                                                 
385 For the translation, see Hannig, Ägyptisches Wörterbuch I, 1330 (34162).    
386 Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 98 (Doc. 108), fig. 140. 
387 Jéquier, Pepi II, III, pl. 23.  
388 C. R. Williams, The decoration of the Tomb of Per-nēb, the technique and the color conventions (New 
York, 1932), pl. VIII.    
389 Houlihan, The Birds, 71. 
390 The position of the bird is also attested in our procession; see SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.012.   
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This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

_wA-n-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions. It is only attested as an estate 

(Hwt) in this procession.391  

                                                 
391 See SC/north/2004/10- R. B- Hwt.2    
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SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.008 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head; the basket 

contains four loaves of bread. Her raised right hand supports the 

basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down by her side 

holding a bird (rock pigeon) 392 by its wings. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Nfr-Xnm-CAHw-Ra “Beautiful is the union of Sahura” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in this procession.393 

 
SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.009 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing two loaves of 

bread and two sealed vessels on her head. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent across 

her chest holding three papyrus stems over her left shoulder. 

 

                                                 
392 Houlihan, The Birds, 101–103.   
393 SC/north/2004/09a- R. A- F.021. 
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In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

+d-CAHw-Ra      “Sahura endures” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in this procession.394 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.010 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps. She wears a 

broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight choker 

necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head; the basket 

contains six loaves of bread. Interestingly, the left hand of the 

bearer is raised to support the basket by holding its back rim (an 

unusual position). Her right arm is bent across her chest holding a 

bird (red-breasted goose).395 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

+bAt-CAHw-Ra   “The mansion of Sahura” 396 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain +bAt-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. In addition, the names of funerary domains of Userkaf397 and 

Unas398 are constructed in a similar way based on DbAt. Jacquet-Gordon reconstructed 

                                                 
394 SC/north/2004/09a- R. A- F.023 
395 This unique kind of bird might be the reason why the artisan had to change the position of the hands, see 
Houlihan, The Birds, 61. This type of bird is depicted on a wall fragment from the mastaba of Atet (Fourth 
Dynasty), which is known today as the Meidum Geese.    
396 For the meaning of Dbat, see Fischer, Varia Nova, 214–216.  
397 The name of this domain is attested three times in two tombs: Akhethotep, attested twice following the 
western part of the seventh nome of Lower Egypt, see Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep, II, pls. 13, 15; 
also attested once in the tomb of Ptahhotep I, see Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 54 (2), pl. XL.  
398 Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 104 (Doc. 116), fig. 148. It is worth mentioning that Labrousse and Moussa 
translated the name as “Le Grand-robe,” without giving a reason for this translation.   
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the name of a domain as DbAt399 from the offering procession in the tomb of Mereruka; 

however, the scene is badly damaged. DbAt is also combined with the names of several 

officials in their tombs, such as Tepemankh II,400 Akhethotep,401 and Ti. 402  

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.011 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head; the basket 

contains four sealed vessels. Her raised right hand supports the basket 

by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent across her chest, and she 

holds a duck (pintail)403 by its wings in her left hand.  

  

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Hzwt-CAHw-Ra    “The favors of Sahura” 
404

 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Hzwt-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Khafra405 and Ikauhor406 are 

constructed in a similar way. 

                                                 
399 It is noteworthy that even the cartouche of the king is also badly damaged, see Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 412 (2). 
400 Mariette, Mastabas, 196; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 343 (4). Jacquet-Gordon read the name of the 
tomb owner as Djadjaemankh; however, the correct reading is Tepemankh, see PM II, 483 (DII). The name 
of this official also occurs on the recently discovered blocks from the south side of Sahura’s causeway, on 
which he is depicted in the arrival of Sahura’s expedition from Punt, with the title “the companion, the 
chamberlain Tepemankh,” see El-Awady, Pyramid Causeways in the Old Kingdom, 210, pl. 5.   
401 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 348 (9).  
402 Steindorff, Ti, pl. 3. 
403 Houlihan, The Birds, 71. 
404 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 60 (Ic). 
405 This name is attested in the tomb of Hemetra, and it is only published in Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 
233 (5); however, it is not mentioned in the publication of Hemetra’s tomb, see Hassan, Gîza VI, part III, 
50, fig. 37.  
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406 It is attested in the tomb of Mereruka. Though depicted as a plural, it has the same transliteration, see 
Duell et al., Mereruka, I, pl. 49. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.012 

Only part of the right arm (elbow) and an animal (small calf) with a rope 

around its neck remain. Above the animal is the name of the funerary 

domain, which reads: 

anx-CAHw-Ra             “Sahura lives”407 

For the first time, the domain anx-CAHw-Ra is attested among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The name of a funerary domain of Khufu408 is also 

constructed in a similar way. The name is also attested in the tomb of Mry-

Isesi, but regrettably the cartouche of the king is badly damaged.409 anx is 

also combined with name of the high official Ptahhotep I.410  

 

 

IS: Regardless of one or more missing figures of the offering bearers, the sequence 

(numbering) of the figures continues without interruption.   

 

This part of the incomplete scene is very important since a figure representing a 

nome can be expected here, followed by two female bearers symbolizing estates 

(Hwt). This is the same type of a scene as SC/north/2004/10-R.B- Hwt 1, 2 (see 

above); the remains of the second estate with the animal and anx-sign are still 

preserved (see below).  A fragment from the causeway of Sahura (most probably, it 

fell off this part of the block) contains the remains of a male figure which represents 

a nome and is followed by a female of the estate (Hwt). Disappointingly, the names 

of the nome and two estates are missing.  

                                                 
407 Although Jacquet-Gordon translates anx as “la vie” considering the name as substantive and direct 
genitive (see Domaines, 60 (Ic)). However, I prefer to consider it a sDm.f form.  
408 Attested in the tomb of Meresankh III, see Dunham, Simpson, Giza Mastabas 1, 10 (8), fig. 4.  
409 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaine, 427 (3).  
410 Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 51 (14), pl. XLVI.  
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SC/north/2004/09b- R. B- Hwt.  03 411 

 Of the second striding estate (Hwt), only the lower part can be 

seen. The female wears bracelets and anklets.  

She carries an offering table, a wAs-scepter, and anx-signs of 

which only traces remain in her right hand. Her left arm is bent 

across her waist, and she holds a Hz-vase (only the base of the 

vase can be seen) and a rope leashed to an unidentifiable 

animal in her hand.412 The female may be reconstructed as an estate (Hwt) of Sahura.  

 

SC/north/2004/09b- R. B- F.013 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head; the basket 

contains three loaves of bread. Her raised right hand supports the 

basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down by her side 

holding a duck (pintail)413 by its wings.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:    

¢nmt-CAHw-Ra  “The nurse of Sahura”414 
 

                                                 
411 The end of the second register of the previous block (SC/north/2004/10) and the beginning of block 
SC/north/2004/09b are badly damaged. Probably, this damaged part contained a male figure representing a 
nome, together with a female figure representing an estate (Hwt).   
412 The shape of the animal’s body is similar to the unidentified animal depicted on SC/north/2004/09b- R. 
A- F.017.   
413 Houlihan, The Birds, 71. 
414 For the meaning and discussion of the name, see SC/north/2004/10- R. B- Hwt .1. 
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The domain ¢nmt-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom inscriptions.415 

The names of funerary domains of Sneferu,416 Khufu,417 Neferirkara,418 and Unas419 are 

constructed in a similar way based on xnmt. 2nmt also occurs in the names of domains 

of several officials, such as Kaemnefert,420 Ptahhotep I,421 Ptahhotep II,422 Seshemnefer-

Ti,423 Seshemnefer-Heba,424 and Zeshzeshet.425  

 

SC/north/2004/09b- R. B- F.014 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head; the basket 

contains five loaves of bread. Her right hand is raised to keep the 

basket balanced by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent across 

her chest holding a bundle of flax, which rests on her left shoulder.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Grgt-CAHw-Ra  “The foundation of Sahura”426 
 
This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Grgt-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Sneferu,427 Khufu,428 Djedkara-

                                                 
415 Attested in the tomb of Seshemnefer III, see Junker, Gîza III, 209 (13), pl. IV. 
416 Ibid., 209 (20), pl. IV.  
417 Attested in the tomb of Seshathotep (Heti), see Kanawati, Seshathetep, Nesutnefer and Seshemnefer, 28, 
pl. 45.  
418 Attested in the tomb of Seshemnefer III, see Junker, Gîza III, 209 (9), pl. IV. 
419 Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 98 (Doc. 108), fig. 140. 
420 Hassan, Gîza II, fig. 137.  
421 Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 55 (6), pl. XLII. 
422 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 402 (20).  
423 Ibid., 131 (2).  
424 Jacquet-Gordon, in : CRIPEL 13 (1991), 76 (7), fig. 2. 
425 G. Daressy, “Le Mastaba de Mera,” Mémoires de l’Institut égyptien III (Le Caire, 1900), 557.  
426 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 60-61 (Ic). 
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Isesi,429 and Unas430 are constructed in a similar way. grgt is also combined with the 

names of the domains of several officials in their tombs.431 

 

SC/north/2004/09b- R. B- F.015 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains different types 

of vegetables and fruits, such as lettuce, cucumber, melon, and figs. 

Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her 

left hand is down by her side holding a lotus flower.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

WAx-CAHw-Ra     “Sahura is abundant” 432 
 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain WAx-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Khufu,433 Khafra,434 Userkaf,435 

Ikauhor,436 and Djedkara-Isesi437 are constructed in a similar way. 

                                                                                                                                                 
427 Attested in the tomb of Nikanisut, see H. Junker, Gîza II. Die Mastabas der beginnenden V. Dynastie 
auf dem Westfriedhof, DAWW (Vienna and Leipzig, 1934), 168 (26), fig. 20.  
428 The domain is attested twice: first in the tomb of Khufukhaef (W. K. Simpson, The Mastabas of Kawab, 
Khafkhufu I and II, Giza Mastaba 3 (Boston, 1978), 15, pl. XX, fig. 32) and secondly in the tomb of Merib 
(LD II, pl. 21.)  
429 This domain is attested twice in his mortuary temple, see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 162 (15), 163 
(24). 
430 Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 97 (Doc. 107), fig. 139. 
431 See Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 473–474.  
432 Ibid., 73–74 (IIB2). 
433 Attested in the tomb of Seshathotep (Heti), see Kanawati, Seshathetep, Nesutnefer and Seshemnefer, 28, 
pl. 45.  
434 Attested in the tomb of Sekhemkara, see Hassan, Gîza IV, 113, fig. 58.  
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In the tomb of Sendjemib-Mehi, the domain’s name is the same. However, the cartouche 

of the king is badly damaged; only the W-sign of the king’s name can be seen438 at the 

bottom of the cartouche, although Brovarski has suggested that this name could be 

Ikauhor. However, we suggest that this name is Sahura, since the procession of 

Senedjemib-Mehi’s domains contains another name combined with Sahura.439 

 

SC/north/2004/09b/a- R. B- F.016 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

  

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The basket 

contains the remains of three loaves of bread and a vessel. Her right 

hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is 

down by her side holding a vessel by a rope used as a handle.  

 

This block was found broken into two pieces; therefore, the right arm and the front part 

of the basket together with the nTr-sign and cartouche (except for its lower part) are 

depicted on block SC/north/2004/09b. The rest of the figure, including part of the name, 

are depicted on the other piece, which is numbered SC/north/2004/09a. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:       

Mr-nTr-CAHw-Ra       “The god loves Sahura” (or “Sahura is a beloved 

god”) 

                                                                                                                                                 
435 Attested in the tomb of Seshemnefer III, see Junker, Gîza III, 209 (28), pl. IV. 
436 Attested in the tomb of Senedjemib-Inti, see Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 70 (4), pls. 35–36.  
437 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 162 (14). 
438 Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 152 (245).  
439 ibid, 152 (9), figs. 120 a, b.  
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This is the second occurrence of this name in the procession.440 

 

 

SC/north/2004/09a- R. B- F.017 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The basket 

contains five sealed vessels. Her raised right hand supports the basket 

by holding it front rim. Her left hand is down by her side holding a 

bag by a rope used as a handle. The bag has a reinforced base, which 

is made of fiber. It is filled perhaps with berries.441  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Mr-Ra-CAHw-ra “Ra loves Sahura”442 
                    

 
This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Mr-Ra-CAHw-ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The name of a funerary domain of Khufu443 is constructed in 

similar way. This domain is also attested in the tomb of Thenti as mr-Ra-¢wfw. 

Jacquet-Gordon believed that the name should be translated as “Ra loves Khufu.”444 

However, it is clear that the word mr is followed by a determinative (N 36 in Gardiner’s 

                                                 
440 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F. 004.  
441 See footnote 255. 
442 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 75–76 (IIIA2a).  
443 It is attested in the tomb of Nikanisut, see Junker, Gîza II, 168 (15), fig. 20.  
444 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 254 (9).  
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Sign List) that typically represents the noun mr “canal,”445 and it is obvious that this 

name should be translated as “The canal of Ra of Khufu.”   

                                                 
445 Wb II, 97; for the same sign with the determinative, see Sc/north/2004/10-R.B- F.005.  
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SC/north/2004/09a- R. B- F.018 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains lettuce, 

melon, figs, and three loaves of bread. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down 

by her side clutching two cheese mats by a rope used as a handle.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:   

Mr-¤SAt-CAHw-ra  “¤SAt loves Sahura” 446 
 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Mr-¤SAt-CAHw-ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. The name of a funerary domain of Ikauhor447 is constructed in 

similar way. 

 

                                                 
446 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 75–76 (IIIA2a). 
447 Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 152 (8), figs. 120 a, b. 
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SC/north/2004/09a- R. B- F.019 

  A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The basket 

contains three loaves of bread and two pieces of papyrus stalks. Her 

raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her 

left arm is bent across her chest holding a bundle of flax, which rests 

on her left shoulder.  

   

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:   

PAq-CAHw-Ra  “The pAq bread of Sahura”448 
 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain PAq-CAHw-ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Sneferu449 and Khafra450 are 

constructed in a similar way. pAq also occurs in the name of a domain of the high official 

and vizier Ptahshepses.451 

                                                 
448 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 60–61(Ic). 
449 Attested in the tomb of Nebemakhet, see LD II, pl. 12l; Hassan, Giza IV, pl. 137. 
450 It is attested as (Hwt) following the fifteenth nome of Upper Egypt, see Fakhry, Sneferu, II, 39, fig. 15.  
451 It is attested on two different fragments, see B. Vachala, Abusir VIII: Die Relieffragmente aus der 
Mastaba des Ptahschepses in Abusir, Excavations of the Czech Institute of Egyptology (Prague, 2004), 
246–247, Frag. E 990+991, pl. 24.  
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SC/north/2004/09a- R. B- F.020 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The basket 

contains two vessels and three loaves of bread. Her right hand supports 

the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down by her side 

clutching two cheese mats by a rope used as a handle. 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:   

Mr-¤kr-CAHw-Ra               “Sokar loves Sahura” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.452    
 

SC/north/2004/09a- R. B- F.021 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a 

lappet falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to 

the top of her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder 

straps that expose her right breast. She wears a broad collar 

consisting of several layers of beads and a tight choker 

necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The lower part of her left 

leg is missing. 

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting 

on a padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains 

six loaves of bread and a sealed vessel. Her raised right hand supports the basket by 

holding its front rim. Her left hand is down by her side holding a rope that is attached to a 

                                                 
452 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F. 013. 
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young calf.453 The left foreleg of the young calf is completely damaged. The right foot of 

the next domain overlaps the left rear leg of the calf.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain. Part 

of the inscription is missing; however, it can be reconstructed as: 

 

[Mr]-nTr-CAHw-Ra         “The god [loves] Sahura (or, “Sahura is a 

[beloved] god”) 

This is the third occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.454 

 

A vertical inscription above the animal separates this domain from the next one. The area 

above the animal is relatively large, which provided enough space for the name of the 

next domain. The inscription reads:  

  

 

Int-nTr-Htp  “Bringing the divine offering” 

 

 

 

SC/north/2003/08- R. B- F.022 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

                                                 
453 Houlihan, The Animal, 13, fig. 9.   
454 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F. 004 and SC/north/2004/09b/a- R. B- F.016. 
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The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The basket contains four loaves 

of bread. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand 

is down by her side holding a vessel by rope used as a handle. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Nxn-CAHw-Ra                           “Sahura’s storeroom” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.455 

 

SC/north/2003/08- R. B- F.023 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The basket 

contains four loaves of bread and a biconical vessel. Her raised right 

hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent 

across her chest holding a large, sealed vessel with a lid.   

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Mr-nfrt-CAHw-Ra  “Sahura loves the beauty”456 
 
The domain Mr-nfrt-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom 

inscriptions.457 In addition, the names of funerary domains of Userkaf458 and Teti459 are 

constructed in a similar way based on mr-nfrt. 

                                                 
455 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F. 011. 
456 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 71 (IIA2). 
457 Attested as (Hwt) following the seventh nome of Lower Egypt in the tomb of Ptahhotep II, see ibid., 
401(12).   
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SC/north/2003/08- R. B- F.024 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The basket 

contains four sealed vessels. Her raised right hand supports the basket 

by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down by her side clutching 

two ropes used as handles that are attached to two cheese mats. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:   

Nfr-irt-CAHw-Ra “Beautiful is the creation of Sahura” 
                                                             (or, “Beautiful is what was created by Sahura”) 
 
This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

Nfr-irt-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions. The name of this 

domain,nfr-irt, is attested among Old Kingdom inscriptions combined with various 

names of gods.460   

 

                                                                                                                                                 
458 Attested following the sixth nome of Lower Egypt, see Labrousse, Lauer, Ouserkaf et Néferhétepès I, 88 
(Doc. 61), fig. 133b.  
459 Attested in the tomb of Mereruka, see Duell et al., Mereruka I, pl. 49. 
460 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 465.  
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SC/north/2003/08- R. B- F.025 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers 

of beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a hemispherical basket on her head. 

The basket contains different types of vegetables and fruits, such 

as lettuce, garlic, melon, and figs in addition to a sealed vessel. The 

female bearer raises both her hands to support the basket by holding its rim at the front 

and back. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Nxn-CAHw-Ra                  “Sahura’s storeroom” 

This is the third occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.461 

 

SC/north/2003/08- R. B- F.026 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head, which 

contains four loaves of bread and a biconical vessel. Her left hand is 

raised to support the basket by holding its back rim (an unusual 

                                                 
461 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F. 011 and SC/north/2003/08- R. B- F.022. 
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position in the procession),462 while her right hand is down by her side holding a vessel 

by rope used as a handle.  

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Grgt-CAHw-Ra  “The foundation of Sahura” 
 
This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.463 
 
 

SC/north/2003/08- R. B- F.027 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The basket 

contains a vessel, melon, and two loaves of bread. Her raised right 

hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent 

across her chest holding a duck (pintail)464 by its wings.  

  

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Cmnt-CAHw-Ra       “The establishment of Sahura” 
 
This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.465 

 
 

Fragment: SC/north/2003/430 
 

                                                 
462 The unusual position of the raised left arm instead of the right one is due to the anticipated female 
offering bearer (in front) who is supporting the basket with both her hands.   
463 See SC/north/2004/09b-R. B-F.014.  
464 Houlihan, The Birds, 71. 
465 See SC/north/2004/09b- R. A- F.016. 
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A rectangular stone fragment was chipped off block SC/north/2003/07. This fragment, 

however, was subsequently adhered by mortar back into its original position; traces of 

mortar can still be seen. The stone fragment measures 41 cm in height, 43.5 cm in width, 

and 12 cm in thickness. The inscribed fragment was discovered buried under block 

SC/north/2003/07. It consists of two registers depicting traces of female offering bearers, 

which complete the scenes in the second and third registers of the block.  

 

First  register  

The first register depicts (from left to right) part of the left shoulder and wig of a female 

offering bearer, a complete depiction of two female offering bearers, and part of the name 

of the fourth female offering bearer. The offering baskets carried on the heads of the 

bearers are depicted on block SC/north/2003/07- R. B (Figs. 29–30).        

 

Second register  

Traces of the second register depict the tops of three offering baskets filled with bread 

and cakes. The baskets are carried on the heads of three offering bearers shown in the 

second register (SC/north/2003/07- R. C, Figs. 34–6).   

 

SC/north/2003/08 (7) - R. B- F.028 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a 

lappet falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the 

top of her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps 

that expose her right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting 

of several layers of beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, 

and anklets. It is noteworthy that part of her shoulder and wig 

are depicted on fragment SC/north/2003/430.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The 

basket contains three loaves of bread, a biconical vessel, and melon. Her raised right 

hand, which is badly damaged, supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm 

is bent across her waist, and her hand holds a rope leashed to a young calf walking in 
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front of her. The right foot of the female offering bearer and the left rear leg of the animal 

are missing.  

 

The right elbow, the name of the domain with the cartouche, and the animal are depicted 

on block SC/north/2003/08.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Irt-CAHw-Ra “The creation of Sahura”466 
 
This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Irt-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Sneferu,467 Djedefra,468 Teti,469 

and Pepi II470 are constructed in a similar way. Irt also occurs in the names of domains 

of several officials in their tombs,471 such as the tomb of Seshemnefer-Heba.472 

 

SC/north/2003/07- R. B- F.029 

 The entire figure is depicted in the first register of fragment 

SC/north/2003/430 (see above), except for the upper part of the basket 

with its contents and the upper part of the right hand which are 

depicted on block SC/north/2003/07. 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

                                                 
466 It is noteworthy that this name can also be translated as “what Sahura has done.” For the grammatical 
construction, see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 60–61(Ic).  
467 It is attested as an estate (Hwt), following the twelfth nome of Upper Egypt, see Fakhry, Sneferu, II, 29, 
fig. 12. Although Fakhry mentioned that the same name occurs following Lower Egyptian nomes on a 
block discovered in Sneferu’s valley temple, he did not include this block in his publication. Fortunately, 
Jacquet-Gordon did publish it, see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 137 (117).    
468 Attested in the tomb of Meresankh III, see Dunham, Simpson, Giza Mastabas 1, 10 (5), pl. IV, fig. 4.    
469 Attested as (Hwt) in the tomb of Hesi, see Kanawati, Hesi, 43 (11), pl. 62.   
470 Attested twice in his mortuary temple, see Jéquier, Pepi II, III, pls. 27, 28.   
471 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 458–459.  
472 Jacquet-Gordon, in : CRIPEL 13 (1991), 78 (33), fig. 3.  
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beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket with three loaves of bread and an unidentified 

object on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her 

left hand, clutching the rope handle of a vessel, is down by her side. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

ab-CAHw-Ra “The offering stone of Sahura” 
 
This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

ab-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions. It is worth noting that the name is 

followed by a determinative (O 39 in Gardiner’s Sign List), which typically represents 

stone. This leads us to translate the word as “offering stone.”473  

 

SC/north/2003/07- R. B- F.030 

 The entire figure is depicted in the first register of fragment 

SC/north/2003/430 (see above), except for the upper part of the basket 

with its contents and the upper part of the right hand which are 

depicted on block SC/north/2003/07.  

 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig (part of the wig is 

missing) with a lappet falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down 

to the top of her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that 

expose her right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several 

layers of beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The heel of the left 

foot is partly damaged.   

                                                 
473 For the translation of ab as an offering stone, see Wb I, 176 (8); R. Faulkner, A Concise Dictionary of 
Middle Egyptian (Oxford, 1962), 40. 
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The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head, which contains traces of bread 

loaves. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is 

bent across her chest holding a duck (pintail)474 by its wings.  

  

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Mnw-CAHw-Ra    “The monuments of Sahura” 
 

This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

Mnw-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions. 

 

SC/north/2003/07- R. B- F.031 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig (part of the wig is 

damaged) with a lappet falling over her left shoulder, which hangs 

down to the top of her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder 

straps that expose her right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting 

of several layers of beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and 

anklets. The female’s face is partly damaged.   

 

The offering bearer carries a birdcage (qafas)475 on her head; the 

birdcage contains five live ducks (pintails).476 Her right hand is raised 

to support the birdcage by holding its front edge. Her left hand, which is down by her 

side, holds a bird (rock pigeon)477 by its wings.  

 

In front of the striding figure are the remains of the domain’s name.  

[CAHw-Ra]-H…  [Sahura]-H… 

                                                 
474 Houlihan, The Birds, 71. 
475 Blackman, Fellāhīn, 160–161, fig. 90.   
476 Houlihan, The Birds, 101–103.                  
477 Ibid., 71.   
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Only the H-sign and the right part of the cartouche’s frame are preserved on fragment 

SC/north/2003/430, while the left part of the frame remains on the original block 

(SC/north/2003/07). The name of the domain is difficult to reconstruct.  
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SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.001 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps. Unfortunately, the front part of 

the block, including her face and front shoulder, is badly damaged. She is 

shown wearing bracelets and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a partly damaged conical basket with different 

types of bread on her head. Her right hand is missing, while her left hand 

is down by her side holding a lotus flower.  

 

In front of the figure is the name of the domain of which only its lower part can be seen. 

From the surviving determinative, which is similar to the determinative for the domain 

pAq, the name of this domain should probably be read as “pAq bread Sahura.”478   

   

SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.002 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a cage made of reeds (qafas)479 on her head. 

Her raised right hand supports the cage by holding its front edge. Her 

left hand, clutching two cheese mats by a rope used as a handle, is down 

by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a partly damaged inscription with the name of the funerary 

domain, which reads:  

                                                 
478 See SC/north/2004/09a- R. B-F.019. 
479 Blackman, Fellāhīn, 160–161, fig. 90.   
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¥pc-CAHw-Ra   “Sahura is splendid” 480
 

 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain ¥pc-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Khufu,481  Khafra,482 and 

Teti483 are constructed in a similar way. 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.003 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains different 

types of vegetables and fruits, such as lettuce, three pieces of 

papyrus stalks, and three melons. Her raised right hand supports the 

basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a lotus flower, is down by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

WAD-CAHw-Ra   “Sahura prospers” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession. 484
 

                                                 
480 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 72–73 (IIB1a).  
481 It is attested in the tomb of Seshemnefer I, see N. Kanawati, Tombs at Giza, vol. I, ACER 16, 
Kaiemankh (G4561) and Seshemnefer I (G4940), Oxford 2001. 58, pls. 20c, 41, 45.    
482 Attested in the tomb of Hemetra, see Hassan, Gîza VI, part III, 49, fig. 37; and also in the tomb of 
Sabou, see Mariette, Mastabas, 383; Borchardt, Denkmäler, pl. 21. 
483 Attested in the tomb of Mehu following the tenth nome of Lower Egypt, see Altenmüller, Mehu, 128 
(Nr. 25), pl. 27b.  
484 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A-F.009. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.004 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head, which 

contains three loaves of bread and two vessels. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent across 

her chest, while she carries two cheese mats under her left armpit in a 

unique scene.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Canx-Ra-CAHw-Ra  “Ra causes Sahura to live”485
 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Canx-Ra-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. The name of a funerary domain of Niuserra486 is constructed 

in a similar way.  

 

                                                 
485 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 75–76 (IIIA2a). 
486 It is attested in his sun temple at Abu Ghurab following the first nome of Lower Egypt, see von Bissing, 
Re-Heiligtum III, 50, pl. 28.   
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SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.005 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains two types of 

fruits, including figs and two melons. Her raised right hand supports 

the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a vessel by a rope used as a 

handle, is down by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

Int-CAHw-Ra  “The valley of Sahura” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.487 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.006 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a birdcage (qafas)488 on her head. The 

birdcage contains four live birds (rock pigeons).489 Her right hand is 

raised to support the birdcage by holding its front edge. Her left hand 

                                                 
487 See SC/north/2004/09 a- R. A- F.020. 
488 Blackman, Fellāhīn, 160–161, fig. 90.   
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is down by her side holding a bird (rock pigeon)490 by its wings.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:  

BaHt-CAHw-Ra   “The abundance of Sahura”491 
 

The domain BaHt-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom inscriptions.492 

The names of funerary domains of Khufu,493 Djedefra,494 Djedkara-Isesi,495 Unas,496 and 

Pepi II497  are constructed in a similar way based on baHt. The word baHt is also 

combined with the name of the high official Ti in his tomb.498 

 

Nome  

A striding male wears a short kilt, long wig, necklace, and a false beard 

that is tied to his wig with straps. His right hand holds a wAs-scepter. 

His left hand is down by his side holding an anx-sign.   

 

On his head is the symbol of the tenth nome of Lower Egypt, which he 

represents. The symbol reads: Km wr “The black bull.”  

 

The tenth nome of Lower Egypt499 is attested among Old Kingdom 

inscriptions, as in the mortuary temple of Sahura where it is followed by 

                                                                                                                                                 
489 Houlihan, The Birds, 71.   
490 Ibid.   
491 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 60–62 (Ic).  
492 The domain is attested twice in the tomb of Seshemnefer IV, see Junker, Gîza XI, 201(6), pl. 76; and in 
the tomb of Nenkheftka, see Borchardt, Denkmäler, 98, pl. 47; PM III,2 580–581. 
493 It is also attested twice: namely in the tomb of Khufukhaef I (see Simpson, Giza Mastabas 3,15, pl. XX, 
fig. 32) and in the tomb of Meresankh III (see Dunham, Simpson, Giza Mastabas 1, 10 (7), pl. IV, fig. 4).  
494 It is mentioned in the Abusir Papyrus as a domain, see Posener-Kriéger, Les archives Néferirkarê, 602, 
pl. 45f; Zibelius, Ägyptische Siedlungen, 77.  
495 In the tomb of Seshemnefer IV, see Junker, Gîza XI, 201(8), pl. 67.  
496 The domain is attested twice: in the causeway of Unas, see Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 102 (Doc. 112), 
fig. 144; and in the tomb of Mehu, see Altenmüller, Mehu, 127 (Nr. 23), pl. 27b.  
497 In his mortuary temple, see Jéquier, Pepi II, III, pl. 23.  
498 Steindorff, Ti, pl. 3.   
499 For a complete study of the seventh nome of Lower Egypt, see Helck, Gaue, 175–176. 
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two estates (Hwt).500 This nome first occurred in the time of Sneferu.501 It is also 

attested during the reigns of Niuserra,502 Unas,503 and Teti.504   

This nome was of great importance to Sahura, who donated 24 arouras of arable land to 

it.505 The following estates and domains are located within this nome. The nome is also 

followed by the same estates as in Sahura’s mortuary temple (see below).   

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. C- Hwt . 04 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of 

her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that 

expose her right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of 

several layers of beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, 

and anklets.  

The female carries the name of Sahura inside a Hwt-sign on a 

standard placed on top of her head. Her right hand is 

outstretched in front of her body carrying an offering table in 

the shape of the Htp-sign, on which is placed a loaf of bread. She holds a wAs-scepter 

and three anx-signs by three different cords hung around her fingers, wrist, and forearm. 

Her left arm is bent across her waist, while she holds a Hz-vase and a rope leashed to a 

small calf in front of her.          

 

Beside the Hwt-sign, which contains the name of Sahura, is the name of this estate 

(Hwt). It reads:   

BaHt-CAHw-Ra          “The abundance of Sahura”506
 

The estate (Hwt) BaHt-CAHw-Ra is attested only in the mortuary temple of Sahura.507   

                                                 
500 Borchardt, Sahure, II, pl. 31.  
501Attested in the tomb of Ptahhotep II, see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 402 (18).  
502 Kees, in: ZÄS 81 (1958), 37, pl. 2.  
503 In the tomb of Hesi, see Kanawati, Abder-Raziq, Hesi, 43 (17), pl. 45.    
504 In the tomb of Hesi, ibid., 43 (13,14), pl. 45; also, in the tomb of Mehu, see Altenmüller, Mehu, 128 
(Nrs. 25, 26), pl. 27b. 
505 It was depicted on the Palermo Stone, see Wilkinson, Royal Annals, 160-162.  
506 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 60–62 (Ic). 
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507 Borchardt, Sahure, II, pl. 31. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. C- Hwt. 05 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of 

her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that 

expose her right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of 

several layers of beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, 

and anklets.  

The female carries the name of Sahura inside the Hwt-sign on a 

standard placed on top of her head. Her right hand is 

outstretched in front of her body carrying an offering table in 

the shape of a Htp-sign, on which is placed a loaf of bread. She holds a wAs-scepter and 

three anx-signs by three different cords hung around her fingers, wrist, and forearm. Her 

left arm is bent across her waist, while she holds a Hz-vase and a rope leashed to an 

animal (Nubian ibex)508 in front of her.   

 

Beside the Hwt-sign, which includes the name of Sahura, is the name of this estate 

(Hwt). It reads:   

Wr-CAHw-Ra  “The great one is Sahura”509
 

 

The estate (Hwt) Wr-CAHw-Ra is attested among Old Kingdom inscriptions.510 A 

funerary estate (Hwt) of Sneferu511 is constructed in a similar way.  

 

                                                 
508 Macramallah, Idout, 40 (3), pl. XXVIII (3); Houlihan, The Animal, 58-59. 
509 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 72–73 (IIBIa). 
510 It is attested in the mortuary temple of Sahura; see Borchardt, Shaure, II, pl. 31. 
511 It is attested following the fourteenth of Upper Egypt, see Fakhry, Sneferu, II, 39, fig, 15. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.007 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head, which 

contains two loaves of bread and three vessels. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a 

duck (European wigeon)512 by its wings, is down by her side. 

 

In front of the figure is vertical inscription with the name of a funerary domain, which 

reads: 

 
Wabt-CAHw-Ra  “The pure place of Sahura”513 

 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Wabt-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Sneferu514 and Khufu515 are 

constructed in a similar way. 

 

                                                 
512 Houlihan, The Birds, 69. 
513 Although Jacquet-Gordon translated it as “workshop” (see Domaines, 60–62 (Ic)), I would prefer to 
translate it as “the pure place,” see Hannig, Ägyptisches Wörterbuch  I, 326 (7034).  
514 It is attested following the eighteenth of Upper Egypt, see Fakhry, Sneferu, II, 43, fig. 18. 
515 Attested in the tomb of Hemetra, see Hassan, Gîza VI, part III, 49, fig. 37. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.008 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The basket 

contains two loaves of bread and three sealed vessels. Her raised right 

hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, 

clutching a vessel by a rope used as a handle, is down by her side. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads” 

BAw-CAHw-Ra   “The power of Sahura”516
 

 

This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

BAw-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions.  

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.009 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains two kinds of 

fruits, including figs and melon, in addition to three loaves of bread. 

                                                 
516 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 60–62 (Ic). 
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Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent 

across her chest, while she holds a bundle of lotus flowers.517   

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

+d-CAHw-Ra “Sahura endures” 

This is the third occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.518 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.010 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head. The basket 

contains four sealed vessels. Her raised right hand supports the basket 

by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down by her side holding a 

bunch of grain. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:   

¢nmt-CAHw-Ra  “The nurse of Sahura” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.519 However, it is 

also attested once as an estate (Hwt).520 

 

                                                 
517 A lotus flower is held in the same way in the tomb of Akhethotep, see C. Ziegler, Le Mastaba 
d’Akhethetep: Une Chapelle Funéraire de l’Ancien Empire, (Paris 1993), 118.   
518 SC/north/2004/09a- R. A- F.023 and SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.009. 
519 SC/north/2004/09b- R. B- F.013 
520 SC/north/2004/10- R. B- Hwt .1. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.011 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket on her head which contains 

several fruits, including figs and melon, in addition to a vessel. Her 

raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left 

hand is down by her side holding a bag by a rope used as a handle. The 

bag has a reinforced base and is made of fiber. It is filled perhaps with berries.521 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:   

+bAt-CAHw-Ra   “The mansion of Sahura” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.522 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.012 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing two vessels, a 

loaf of bread, and a biconical vessel on her head. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is down by 

                                                 
521 See footnote 255. 
522 See SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.010 
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her side clutching a rope from which hangs a cheese mat. 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of a funerary domain, which 

reads:   

Nfr-anx-CAHw-Ra “Beautiful is the life of Sahura”523 

The domain Nfr-anx-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom 

inscriptions.524 The names of funerary domains of Userkaf,525 Ikauhor,526 and Pepi II527 

are constructed in a similar way based on nfr-anx. 

 
SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.013 

 
 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and an anklet (only one can be seen). The 

other part of the block is missing.   

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a padded 

ring (@awaya) on her head. Different types of vegetables and fruits, such 

as green onions, melon, and figs, can still be seen, although part of the basket is partially 

damaged. Her right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand is 

down by her side holding a bird (only the head is visible) while her left hand and part of 

her lower body, in addition to the bird’s body, are missing. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of a funerary domain, which 

reads:   

Mr-nTr-CAHw-Ra                       “The god loves Sahura” 

This is the fourth occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.528 

                                                 
523 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 73–74 (IIB2). 
524 Borchardt, Sahure, II, pl. 31. 
525 Attested in the tomb of Seshemnefer III, see Junker, Gîza III, 209 (6), pl. IV.  
526 Attested in the tomb of Ptahhotep II, see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 400 (7).  
527 Jéquier, Pepi II, III, pl. 27. 



 146 

 

IS: Regardless of one or more missing figures of the offering bearers, the sequence 

(numbering) of the figures continues without interruption.   

 

SC/north/2004/09b- R. C- F.014 

Only the left elbow of a striding female offering bearer can be seen. The 

left arm, bent across her chest, holds a bundle of flax which rests on her 

left shoulder. Traces of the back part of her left foot can also be seen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SC/north/2004/09b- R. C- F.015 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and an anklet on the left 

foot. Her right foot is missing.  

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket on her head. The 

basket contains two pieces of papyrus stalks, figs, and two lotus 

flowers. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front 

rim, which is now missing. Her left hand is down by her side holding a lotus flower.  

                                                                                                                                                 
528 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F. 004, SC/north/2004/09b/a- R. B- F.016, and also SC/north/2004/09b/a- 
R. B- F.021. 
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In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:    

Wr-kA-CAHw-Ra “Great is Sahura’s ka”529
 

 
The domain Wr-kA-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom inscriptions.530 

The name of a funerary domain of Unas531 is constructed in a similar way based on Wr-

kA. 

 

 

SC/north/2004/09b- R. C- F.016 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing figs, a loaf of 

bread, and a biconical vessel on her head. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a 

bag by a rope used as a handle, is down by her side. The bag has a 

reinforced base, which is made of fiber. It is filled with berries.532 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:   

Mn-DfA-CAHw-Ra “Enduring is Sahura’s provision”533 
 

                                                 
529 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 73–74 (IIB2). 
530 Attested in the tomb of Duaenra, see ibid, 356 (1).  
531 The domain is attested twice in his causeway, see Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 182 (132) ; Labrousse, 
Moussa, Ounas, 94 (103), fig. 135.  
532 See footnote 255. 
533 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 73–74 (IIB2). 
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The domain Mn-DfA-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom 

inscriptions.534 The names of funerary domains of Khufu,535 Neferirkara,536 Teti,537 and 

Pepi II538 are constructed in a similar way based on Mn-DfA.  

The name of this domain combined with Sahura’s name also appears in the recently 

published papyrus archives of Raneferef.539  

 

SC/north/2004/09b- R. C- F.017 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing two loaves of 

bread, a vessel, and a biconical vessel on her head. Her raised right 

hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent 

across her chest holding three papyrus stems over her left shoulder.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Nfr-kA-CAHw-Ra  “Beautiful is Sahura's ka” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.540 

 

                                                 
534 It is attested twice as an estate Hwt) following the nineteenth nome of Lower Egypt; see Borchardt, 
Sahure, II, pls. 27, 28. 
535 Attested in the tomb of Djedefmin, see LD II, pl. 33.  
536 Attested in the tomb of Pehnuka, LD II, 47; PM III2, 491–492; also in the tomb of Ptahhotep II, see 
Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 401(13) where the domain is located in the twelfth nome of Lower Egypt.   
537 Attested in the tomb of Khnumenti following the western part of the seventh nome of Lower Egypt, see 
Brovarski, Giza Mastabas 7, 122 (4). 
538 Jéquier, Pepi II, III, pl. 22.  
539 Posener-Kriéger, Verner,Vymazalová, Raneferef, 353 fragment (87E). 
540 See SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F. 001. 
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SC/north/2004/09b- R. C- F.018 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a cage made of reed (qafas)541 on her 

head, on which lies a bundle of flax. Her raised right hand supports 

the cage by holding its front edge. Her left hand, holding a duck 

(pintail)542 by its wings, is down by her side. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Cmnt-CAHw-Ra   “The establishment of Sahura” 

This is the third occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.543 

 
SC/north/2004/09b (a)- R. C- F.019 

 
A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

  

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing the remains of 

bread and a vessel on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket 

by holding its front rim. Her left hand, clutching a rope from which 

hangs a sealed vessel, is down by her side.  

                                                 
541 Blackman, Fellāhīn, 160–161, fig. 90.   
542 Houlihan, The Birds, 71. 
543 See SC/north/2004/09b- R. A- F.016 and SC/north/2003/08- R. B- F.027. 
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This part of the block was found broken into two pieces; the right arm, front part of the 

basket, and the domain’s name are depicted on block SC/north/2004/09b. The rest of the 

figure is depicted on block SC/north/2004/09a. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:    

§ni-bAw-CAHw-Ra   “Elevated is Sahura's power”544
 

 
This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

§ni-bAw-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions.  

 

SC/north/2004/09a- R. C- F.020 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains different 

types of vegetables and fruits, such as melons and figs. Her raised 

right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim (the front 

part of the basket is partly damaged). Her left arm is bent across 

her chest holding a bundle of flax, which rests on her shoulder.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:    

Mn-Htpwt-CAHw-Ra    “Enduring are the offerings of Sahura”545
 

 

                                                 
544 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 73–74 (IIB2). 
545 Ibid. 
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This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Mn-Htpwt-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. The name of a funerary domain of Djedkara-Isesi546 is 

constructed in a similar way.  

 

SC/north/2004/09a- R. C- F.021 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

  

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing two loaves of 

bread and a biconical vessel on her head. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a 

rope from which hangs two cheese mats, is down by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of a 

funerary domain, which reads:  

¢a-kA-CAHw-Ra “Sahura’s ka appears in glory” 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain ¢a-kA-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Khufu547 and Unas548 are 

constructed in a similar way.     

 

                                                 
546 Ibid., 164 (32).  
547 Attested as (Hwt) in the tomb of Khufukhaef I, see Simpson, Giza Mastabas 3, 15, pl. XX, fig. 32.  
548 Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 106 (Doc. 121), fig. 152.  
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SC/north/2004/09a- R. C- F.022 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

  

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing four loaves of 

bread on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket by 

holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a lotus flower, is down 

by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:  

Grgt-CAHw-Ra  “The foundation of Sahura” 

This is the third occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.549 

 

SC/north/2004/09a- R. C- F.023 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

  

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing two loaves of 

bread, melon, and a vessel on her head. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a 

vessel by a rope used as a handle, is down by her side.  

                                                 
549 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F. 011 and SC/north/2003/08- R. B- F.026 
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In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain. 

Although it is partly damaged, it can be reconstructed as:   

 

[Int]-qbHw-n-CAHw-Ra “Bringing the refreshment (libation) for 

Sahura” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.550 

 
SC/north/2004/09a- R. C- F.024 

 
A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains different 

kind of vegetables and fruits, such as pumpkin, figs, cucumber, and 

two loaves of bread. Her raised right hand supports the basket by 

holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a duck (European wigeon)551 by its wings, is 

down by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of a funerary domain. 

Although partly damaged, it can be reconstructed as:   

Nfr-wDt-CAHw-Ra  “Beautiful is the command of Sahura”552 
 

                                                 
550 See SC/north/2004/09b- R. A- F.017. 
551 Houlihan, The Birds, 69. 
552 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 73–74 (IIB2). 
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The domain Nfr-wDt-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom 

inscriptions.553 The names of funerary domains of Khafra554 and Niuserra555 are 

constructed in a similar way based on nfr-wDt. 

SC/north/2004/09a- R. C- F.025 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads, a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.   

 

The offering bearer carries a tray made of fiber resting on a padded 

ring (@awaya) on her head. The tray contains five loaves of bread. 

Her raised right hand supports the tray by holding the bottom of the 

loaves in front. Her left hand, holding a duck (European wigeon)556 

by its wings, is down by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:  

Irt-CAHw-Ra  “The creation of Sahura” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.557 

 

                                                 
553 It is attested in the tomb of Ptahhotep I, see Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 55 (5), pl. XL.  
554 Although the name of the domain is not clear in Hassan’s publication (Gîza IV, 113; nor in LD II, 42), 
Jacquet-Gordon translated it as nfr wDt, see Domaines, 226 (9).  
555 It is attested in the mortuary temple of Niuserra, see Borchardt, Niuserre, 78.   
556 Houlihan, The Birds, 69. 
557 See SC/north/2003/08 (7) - R. B- F.028 
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SC/north/2004/09a- R. C- F.026 

Only traces of the right foot of a striding female offering bearer remain. 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the 

funerary domain, which reads:  

 

Nfr-irt-CAHw-Ra  “Beautiful is the creation of Sahura”  
                        (or,  “Beautiful is what was created by 

Sahura”) 
                           

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the 
procession.558 
 
 

       
SC/north/2003/08- R. C- F.027 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing three loaves of 

bread, melon, and a vessel on her head. Her raised right hand supports 

the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, clutching a bunch of 

grain, is down by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain. 

Although partly damaged, it can be reconstructed as: 

       Nj-kA-CAHw-Ra                             “Sahura belongs to the ka”  

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.559 

 

                                                 
558 See SC/north/2003/08- R. B- F.024. 
559 See SC/north/2004/09a-R.A- F.022. 
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SC/north/2003/08- R. C- F.028 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers 

of beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains different 

kinds of vegetables and fruits, such as lettuce, onions, figs, and a 

round, sealed jar.  Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim, 

while her left arm is bent across her chest holding a duck (pintail)560 by its neck. 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Mr-@r-CAHw-Ra “Horus loves Sahura”561
 

 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Mr-@r-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The name of a funerary domain of Khufu562 is constructed in a 

similar way. The name of the domain Mr-@r-3a-f-Ra is also attested in the tomb of 

Nebemakhet.563 Jacquet-Gordon believed that the name should be translated as: “Horus 

loves Khafra.”564 However, in this case, the word mr is followed by a determinative (N 

36 in Gardiner’s Sign List) of the canal.565 Consequently, the name of this domain should 

be translated as: “The Horus canal of Khafra.” 

 

 

 

                                                 
560 Houlihan, The Birds, 69.  
561 See Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 73–74 (IIB2). 
562 It is attested twice: in the tomb of Sekhemkara as (Hwt), see Hassan, Gîza IV, 112; and in the tomb of 
Nikaura (see LD II, 15b).   
563 Hassan, Gîza IV, 137, pl. 37.  
564 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 228 (6).  
565 Wb II, 97; for the same sign with the determinative, see Sc/north/2004/10-R.B- F.005.  
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SC/north/2003/08- R. C- F.029 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing three loaves of 

bread, melon, and an object of unknown meaning on her head. Her 

raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left 

hand, clutching a vessel by a rope used as a handle, is down by her side. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:  

anx-CAHw-Ra             “Sahura lives” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.566 

 

SC/north/2003/08- R. C- F.030 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads, a tight choker necklace, and bracelets.   

 

The offering bearer carries a tray made of matting resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The tray contains five loaves of 

bread. Her raised right hand supports the tray by holding the top of 

the front loaf. Her left hand, holding a duck (European wigeon)567 by its wings, is down 

by her side.  

                                                 
566 See SC/north/2004/10 -R.B- F.012. 
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In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:  

Nj-nfrt-CAHw-Ra  “The beautiful thing belongs to Sahura” 

 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Nj-nfrt-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Neferirkara,568 Unas,569 

and Teti570 are constructed in a similar way. Nj-nfrt also occurs in a procession of 

funerary domains in the tomb of the high official Ti571 combined with his name. 

 

 

SC/north/2003/08- R. C- F.031 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing four loaves of 

bread and a vessel on her head. Her raised right hand supports the 

basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, clutching the rope handle 

of a cheese mat, is down by her side. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:  

Mr-CSAt-CAHw-ra “CSAt loves Sahura” 

                                                                                                                                                 
567 Houlihan, The Birds, 69. 
568 Attested in the tomb of Mehu following the fifteenth nome of Lower Egypt, see Altenmüller, Mehu, 128 
(Nr. 24), pl. 27b.  
569 Attested as (Hwt) following the fifteenth nome of Lower Egypt, see ibid., 126 (Nr. 16), pl. 28a. 
570 Also attested as (Hwt) following the fifteenth nome of Lower Egypt, see ibid., 126 (Nr.10), pl. 29a.  
571 Steindorff, Ti, pl. 3.   
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This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.572 

  
SC/north/2003/08- R. C- F.032 

  A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig (part of the wig is 

damaged) with a lappet falling over her left shoulder, which hangs 

down to the top of her long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder 

straps that expose her right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting 

of several layers of beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and 

anklets. The female’s face is partly damaged.   

 
The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing four sealed 

vessels on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket by 

holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a bag by a rope used as a 

handle, is down by her side. The bag has a reinforced base and is made of fiber. It is filled 

with berries.573   

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Nxn-CAHw-Ra               “Sahura’s storeroom” 

This is the fourth occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.574 
 

                                                 
572 See SC/north/2004/09a- R. B- F.018. 
573 See footnote 255. 
574 See SC/ north/2004/10- R. A- F. 011, SC/north/2003/08- R. B- F.022, and also SC/north/2003/08- R. B- 
F.025.  
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SC/north/2003/08 (7) - R. C- F.033 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing three loaves of 

bread and two biconical vessels on her head. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Traces of the left hand 

are depicted on block SC/north/2003/07; part of the left arm and the remains of a vessel 

can also still be seen.    

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

CAw-ib-CAHw-Ra “Sahura is pleasing” 
575

 

 
This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain CAw-ib-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Sneferu576 and Unas577 are 

constructed in a similar way. 

 

                                                 
575 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 71 (IIA2). 
576 Attested in the tomb of Persen, see H. Petrie, Seven Memphite tomb chapels, BSAE 65 (London, 1952), 
20–21, pl. 10.  
577 The domain is attested twice in his causeway, see Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 99 (Doc. 109), fig. 141; 
also 106 (Doc. 121), figs. 152–153.  
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SC/north/2003/07- R. C- F.034 

The lower part of a striding female offering bearer wears a long, tight-

fitting dress, a bracelet, and anklets. In her left hand, she holds the rope 

handle of a vessel, which is down by her side.  

 

Interestingly, there is a vertical inscription on the vessel giving its 

contents.  The damaged name can be partly reconstructed as: sXt 

“grain.”578  

  

Traces of bread can still be seen in the upper part of this scene. 

Originally, this part was depicted on fragment SC/north/2003/430 in the second register 

(see above).579 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain. 

Although it is partly damaged, it can be reconstructed as:  

  

¥pc-CAHw-[Ra]  “Sahu[ra] is splendid” 

 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.580 

 

                                                 
578 Hannig, Ägyptisches Wörterbuch I, 1212 (30003). It is also attested as a domain’s name in the tomb of 
Ti combined with his name (see Wild, Ti, II, pl. CVIII).  
579 See p. 122–123. 
580 See SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.002. 
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SC/north/2003/07- R. C- F.035 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing four loaves of 

bread and a biconical vessel (depicted on fragment SC/north/2003/430, 

second register (see above)) on her head. Her raised right hand supports 

the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, clutching two ropes from which hang 

two cheese mats, is down by her side. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

is partly damaged. However, it can be reconstructed as:   

Irt-CAHw-Ra    “The creation of Sahura” 

This is the third occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.581 

 
SC/north/2003/07- R. C- F.036 

 
 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing the remains of 

several loaves of bread, some of which are also depicted on fragment 

SC/north/2003/430 in the second register (see above). Her raised right 

                                                 
581 See SC/north/2003/08 (7) - R. B- F.028 and SC/north/2004/09a- R. C- F.025. 
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hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a lotus flower, is 

down by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain. 

Although it is partly damaged, it reads:   

 

MnzA-CAHw-Ra    “The menza-jar of Sahura” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.582 

 

SC/north/2003/07- R. C- F.037 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing four sealed 

vessels on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket by 

holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a duck (pintail)583 by its 

wings, is down by her side. Interestingly, this is the first depiction of a bird looking 

backwards (in the opposite direction) in this procession.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:   

WAD-CAHw-Ra  “Sahura prospers” 

This is the third occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.584 

 

                                                 
582 See SC/north/2003/08- R. A- F.028 
583 Houlihan, The Birds, 71.  
584 See SC/north/2004/10 - R. A- F.009 and SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.003. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.001 

 Only the left arm of a striding female offering bearer remains. She wears a 

bracelet on her left wrist. Traces of a conical basket carried on her head can 

also still be seen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.002 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The female’s face is intentionally 

destroyed.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing three loaves of 

bread and a biconical vessel on her head. Her raised right hand supports 

the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, clutching a cheese mat by a rope used 

as a handle, is down by her side.  

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:   

¤Sr-pt(?)- Hr-CAHw-Ra   The heaven is covered by Sahure 

585  

                                                 
585 The determinative can be reconstructed as an arrow, which is similar to an arrow depicted on the wall of 
the mastaba of Ptahhetep, see Davies, Ptahhetep and Akhethetep, I, 33, pl. XV(326)   
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This is so far the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence of the domain 

¤Sr-pt (?)- Hr-CAHw-Ra among the Old Kingdom inscriptions.  

SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.003 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The female’s face is destroyed.  

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a padded 

ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains three sealed vessels, 

loaves of bread, and pumpkins. Her raised right hand supports the 

basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a vessel by a rope used as a handle, 

is down by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

QbHwt-CAHw-Ra “The freshness of Sahura” 
 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.586 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.004 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads, a tight choker 

necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The female’s face is destroyed.  

 

The offering bearer carries a tray made of matting resting on a padded 

ring (@awaya) on her head. The tray contains four loaves of bread. Her 

                                                 
586 See SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.006. 
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raised right hand supports the tray by holding the top of the front loaf. Her left hand, 

holding a cheese mat by a rope used as a handle, is down by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:   

Nfr-xaw-CAHw-Ra “Beautiful is the appearance of Sahura” 

 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.587 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.005 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The female’s face is destroyed.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing two loaves of 

bread and two sealed vessels on her head. Her raised right hand supports 

the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a lotus flower, 

is down by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:   

Nfr-Xnm-CAHw-Ra “Beautiful is the union of Sahura” 

 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.588 

 

                                                 
587 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.010. 
 588 See SC/north/2004/09a- R. A- F.021. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.006 
A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The female’s face is destroyed.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing four loaves of 

bread on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding 

its front rim. Her left hand, clutching a vessel by a rope used as a 

handle, is down by her side. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:   

iAgt-CAHw-Ra   “The plantation (or crops) of Sahura” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession. This domain is 

highly important, because it is the first time that its depiction is combined with a 

determinative.589  

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.007 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The female’s 

face is destroyed.  

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains different types 

of vegetables and fruits, such as melon, figs, three pieces of papyrus stalks, and a sealed 
                                                 
589 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.012; Khaled, in: Abusir and Saqqara in the Year 2005, 257–260. 
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vessel. The female bearer raises both her hands to support the basket by holding its rim in 

the front and back. 

  

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

WHm-gnwt-CAHw-Ra      “Sahura’s memories is repeated (alive)”590
 

 

This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

WHm-gnwt-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions. 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.008 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The female’s face is destroyed. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing two loaves of 

bread and three sealed vessels on her head. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent across 

her chest, and she holds a sealed vessel in her left hand.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Mr-%kr-CAHw-Ra               “Sokar loves Sahura” 

This is the third occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.591   
 

 

                                                 
590 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 71 (IIA1). 
591 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F. 013 and SC/north/2004/09a- R. B- F.020. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.009 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The female’s face 

is destroyed. 

 

The offering bearer carries a cage made of reeds (qafas)592 on her 

head. Her raised right hand supports the cage by holding its front edge. 

Her left hand, holding a vessel by a rope used as a handle, is down by her side. The 

female’s face is intentionally destroyed.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Nfr-irt-CAHw-Ra   “Beautiful is the creation of Sahura” 
(or, “Beautiful is what was created by Sahura”) 

 
This is the third occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.593      

 

In front of the name of the funerary domain is a Hieratic inscription intended for a visitor. 

The inscription reads awynA or an, and it ends with a determinative of a seated female. 

It is worthwhile to note that this is the first piece of evidence attesting this name in the 

New Kingdom.594 Interestingly, the translation of the word an means “the beautiful one,” 

which is also the name of the goddess Hathor.595  

 

                                                 
592 Blackman, Fellāhīn, 160–161, fig. 90.   
593 See SC/north/2003/08- R. B- F.024 and SC/north/2004/09a- R. C- F.026. 
594 This inscription proves that the causeway of Sahura was in a relatively good state of preservation during 
the Eighteenth Dynasty, and the blocks were still visible. For more detailed information, see M. I. Khaled, 
“A New Kingdom Visitor to the Pyramid Complex of Sahura” (in preparation).  
595 For the translation of an, see, Wb 1 190; Faulkner, A Concise Dictionary, 43.  
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SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.010 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The female’s face is destroyed. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing three loaves of 

bread and a sealed vessel on her head. Her raised right hand supports the 

basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent across her chest, 

while she carries two cheese mats under her left armpit in a unique scene.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

CDfAw-CAHw-Ra       “Sahura is provided (with food)”596
 

 

This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

CDfA-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions. 

    

SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.011 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The female’s face is destroyed. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing four sealed 

vessels and a cheese mat on her head. Her raised right hand supports the 

basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a bag by a rope 

                                                 
596 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 71 (IIA1). 
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used as a handle, is down by her side. The bag has a reinforced base and is made of fiber. 

It is filled with berries.597 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:   

Mr-Nmty-CAHw-Ra  “Nmty598 loves Sahura”599
 

 
This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

Mr-nmty-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions.600 

  

SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.012 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The female’s face 

is destroyed. 

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains several 

vegetables and fruits, such as garlic, figs, melon, and a bunch of grapes. Her raised right 

hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent across her chest 

tenderly cradling a bird (white-fronted goose)601 in a unique scene.  

 

                                                 
597 See footnote 255. 
598 For a discussion of the meaning and difference between the readings of the old and new name, see E. 
Graefe, Studien zu den Göttern und Kulten im 12. und 10. Oberägyptischen Gau: (insbesondere in der 
Spät- und griechisch-römischen Zeit) (Freiburg, 1980).  
599 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 75–76 (IIIA2a).  
600 Another name with the same construction as this domain combined with Nmty was recently discovered 
on a false door of Mennefer in the Western Cemetery at Giza. The name is combined with Khufu’s name; 
however, the word mr is adjoined with the determinative for “lake” in that domain’s name. Therefore, the 
translation should be the “Nmty canal of Khufu” (M. Afifi, personal communication).   
601 O. Mahmoud, Die wirtschaftliche Bedeutung der Vögel im Alten Reich, Europäische 
Hochschulschriften, Reihe XXXVIII, Archäologie 35 (Frankfurt am Main, 1991), 47; Houlihan, The Birds, 
57. 
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In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:  

Wr-DfA-CAHw-Ra “Great is Sahura's provision”602 

 

The domain Wr-DfA-CAHw-Ra is already attested among Old Kingdom 

inscriptions.603 In addition, the name of a funerary domain of Unas604 is constructed in a 

similar way based on Wr-DfA. 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.013 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The female’s face is 

intentionally destroyed. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing four sealed 

vessels on her head. Her right hand is raised to support the basket by 

holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a bird (rock pigeon)605 by its wings, is down 

by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:  

Mn-DfA-CAHw-Ra “Enduring is Sahura ’s provision” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.606 

 

 

                                                 
602 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 72–73 (IIB2). 
603 Attested as (Hwt) among the funerary domains of Sahura, see Borchardt, Sahure, II, pl. 31.  
604 It is attested in his causeway, see Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, 91 (Doc. 98), fig. 125.  
605 Houlihan, The Birds, 71.   
606 See SC/north/2004/09b- R. C- F.016. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.014 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The female’s face is destroyed. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing two loaves of 

bread, a sealed vessel, and a biconical vessel on her head. Her raised right 

hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, clutching 

a vessel by a rope used as a handle, is down by her side. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain; the 

mr- sign is intentionally destroyed. However, the name can easily be reconstructed as:   

 

Mr-CSAt-CAHw-ra  “CSAt-loves Sahura” 

This is the third occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.607 

 
SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.015 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The female’s face is 

destroyed. 

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains two melons, 

                                                 
607 See SC/north/2004/09a- R. B- F.018 and SC/north/2003/08- R. C- F.031. 
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figs, and two sealed vessels. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front 

rim. Her left hand, holding a duck (European wigeon)608 by its wings, is down by her 

side.   

  

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

 

BaHt-CAHw-Ra   “The abundance of Sahura” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.609 It is also 

attested once as an estate (Hwt).610 

 

SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.016 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and an anklet. The female’s face is destroyed. 

 

The offering bearer carries a tray made of matting resting on a padded 

ring (@awaya) on her head. The tray contains three loaves of bread. Her 

raised right hand supports the tray by holding the front loaf, whereas her 

left arm is bent across her chest holding two papyrus stems.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:   

¢nmt-CAHw-Ra    “The nurse of Sahura” 

This is the third occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.611 It is also attested 

once as an estate (Hwt).612 

                                                 
608 Houlihan, The Birds, 69. 
609 See SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.006. 
610 See SC/north/2004/10- R. C- Hwt .4. 
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SC/north/2004/10- R. D- F.017 

Only the lower part of a striding female offering bearer wearing a long, 

tight-fitting dress remains. Her right leg is adorned with an anklet. The 

offering bearer is carrying a badly damaged conical basket with traces of 

bread loaves. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the 

funerary domain, which reads:   

 

@Tpwt-CAHw-Ra “The offerings of Sahura” 

 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.613 

 

IS: Regardless of one or more missing figures of the offering bearers, the sequence 

(numbering) of the figures continues without interruption.   

 

SC/north/2004/09b- R. D- F.018 

Only the lower part of a striding female offering bearer wearing 

anklets and holding a vessel remains. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with traces of the funerary 

domain’s name. The name can be reconstructed as: 

 
CHtpt-[CAHw-Ra]   “The satisfaction of [Sahura]”614

 

 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain CHtpt-

                                                                                                                                                 
611 See SC/north/2004/09b- R. B- F.013 and SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.010. 
612 See SC/north/2004/10- R. B- Hwt .1. 
613 See SC/north/2004/09a- R. A- F.019.  
614 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 60-63 (Ic). 



 176 

[CAHw-Ra] among Old Kingdom inscriptions. In addition, the names of the funerary 

domains of Sneferu,615 Khufu,616 and Khafra617 are constructed in a similar way based on 

CHtpt. 

 

SC/north/2004/09b- R. D- F.019 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing five loaves of 

bread on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding 

its front rim. Her left hand, holding a duck (European wigeon)618 by its 

wings, is down by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain; the 

right upper part of the MAt-sign is badly damaged. However, the name can be 

reconstructed as: 

 

MAt-nfr-[CAHw-Ra]       “One who sees the beauty is [Sahura]”619
 

 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain MAt-nfr-[CAHw-Ra] 

among Old Kingdom inscriptions. The name of a funerary domain of Teti620 is 

constructed in a similar way. 

                                                 
615 It is attested twice: first as (Hwt) following the twelfth nome of Upper Egypt, see Fakhry, Sneferu, II, 
47, fig. 18; secondly, in the tomb of Duara at Dahshur, see Maspero, Mémoires, 191; Jacquet-Gordon, 
Domaines, 439 (18).  
616 It is attested in the tomb of Kaemsekhem , see LD II, pl. 32. 
617 It is attested in the tomb of Sekhemkara, see Hassan, Gîza IV, 114, fig. 58.  
618  Houlihan, The Birds, 69. 
619  Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 69–71 (IF).  
620 It is attested in the tomb of Mehu following the fifteenth nome of Lower Egypt, see Altenmüller, Mehu, 
126 (Nr. 13), pl. 28b. 
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SC/north/2004/09b- R. D- F.020 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing five loaves of 

bread and a lettuce on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket 

by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent across her chest, while she 

holds two cheese mats.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, 

which reads: 

MAt-DfA-CAHw-Ra “One who sees the provision is Sahura”621
 

 

This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

MAt-DfA-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions.  

 

SC/north/2004/09b- R. D- F.021 

Only the upper part of a striding female offering bearer wearing a long 

wig and a long, tight-fitting dress that exposes her right breast remains. 

She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a 

tight choker necklace; parts of the wig and necklace are missing. She 

also wears a bracelet on her right wrist.  

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a padded 

ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains different fruits, such as 

                                                 
621 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 69–71 (IF). 
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melon and various types of figs. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its 

front rim. Her left shoulder and hand are completely missing.  

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the partly damaged name of the 

funerary domain, namely the right part. The name can be easily reconstructed as:  

Int-qbHw-n-CAHw-Ra   “Bringing the refreshment (libation) for 

Sahura” 

This is the third occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.622 

 
 
SC/north/2004/09a - R. D- F.022 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing four loaves of 

bread on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding 

its front rim. Her left hand, clutching a vessel by a rope used as a handle, 

is down by her side. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:  

Mr-DwAw-CAHw-Ra   “Dw3w623 loves Sahura” 
624

 

 
This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

Mr-dwAw-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions. 

 

                                                 
622 See SC/north/2004/09b- R. A- F.017 and SC/north/2004/09a- R. C- F.023. 

623 For the meaning of _wAw, see B. Grdseloff, “Le dieu 
 

_wAw, patron des oculists,” in: ASAE 41 
(1942) 207–217. 
624 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 75–76 (IIIA2a).  
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SC/north/2004/09a - R. D- F.023 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing four sealed vessels 

and a loaf of bread on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket 

by holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a lotus flower, is down by 

her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

aA-DfA-CAHw-Ra    “Great of provision is Sahura” 
 
This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.625 

 
SC/north/2004/09a - R. D- F.024 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

  

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing four loaves of 

bread on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding 

its front rim. Her left hand, holding a vessel by a rope used as a handle, 

is down by her side.  

 

                                                 
625 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F. 003. 
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In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Wr-bAw-CAHw-Ra  “Great is the power of Sahura”626
 

 
This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Wr-bAw-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. This same name is attested in the tomb of Seshemnefer III;627 

however, the name of the king is badly damaged except for the Ra-sign. Based on our 

domain and the date of Seshemnefer III’s tomb, one might suggest that Sahura is the most 

likely candidate for the name in the cartouche.628 

 

SC/north/2004/09a - R. D- F.025 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains lettuce, two 

pumpkins, and a sealed, round vessel. Her raised right hand supports the basket by 

holding it is front rim. Her left hand, holding a duck (European wigeon)629 by its wings, 

is down by her side.   

  

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of a funerary domain, which 

reads: 

 

                                                 
626 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 73–74 (IIB2). 
627 Junker, Gîza III, 209 (17), pl. IV.  
628 It is noteworthy that the official Seshemnefer was promoted to vizier in the last years of Sahura’s reign. 
This is made evident by the recently discovered blocks from Sahura’s causeway, see El-Awady, Pyramid 
Causeways in the Old Kingdom, 220, 291, pls. 6, 13; also for a recent study on the family of Seshemnefer, 
see H. Altenmüller, “Family, ancestor cult and some observation on the chronology of the late Fifth 
Dynasty,” in: Chronology and Archaeology in Ancient Egypt, (in press).   
629 Houlihan, The Birds, 69. 
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Mn-xaw-CAHw-Ra  “Enduring is Sahura’s appearance in glory”630 

 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Mn-xaw-CAHw-Ra among 

Old Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Djedkara-Isesi631 and 

Teti632 are constructed in a similar way. 

 

SC/north/2004/09a - R. D- F.026 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 
The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing four loaves of 

bread on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding 

its front rim. Her left hand, holding a rope from which hangs a bag, is 

down by her side. The bag has a reinforced base made of fiber. It is filled perhaps with 

berries.633  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

+d-CAHw-Ra “Sahura endures” 

This is the fourth occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.”634  

 

                                                 
630 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 73–74 (IIB2). 
631 Ibid., 165 (41).  
632 Attested as an estate (Hwt)in the tomb of Mereruka, see Duell et al., Mereruka I, pl. 49. 
633 See footnote 255. 
634 See SC/north/2004/09a- R. A- F.023, SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.009, and SC/north/2004/10- R. C- 
F.009.  
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SC/north/2004/09a - R. D- F.027 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing a biconical 

vessel and the remains of bread on her head. Her raised right hand 

supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent 

across her chest holding several papyrus stems over her left shoulder. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:  

¢a-CAHw-Ra  “Sahura appears in glory”635 
 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain ¢a-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Khufu636 and Pepi II637 are 

constructed in a similar way. It is noteworthy that Sneferu gave this name to his 

pyramid.638 

 

                                                 
635 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 75 (IIIA1). 
636 Attested in the tomb of Khufukhaef I, see Simpson, Giza Mastabas 3, 15, pl. XX, fig. 32. 
637 Jéquier, Pepi II, III, pl. 27.  
638 J. Bennett, “Pyramid names,” in: JEA 52 (1966), 174–176; Zibelius, Ägyptische Siedlungen, 184–185. 
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SC/north/2004/09a - R. D- F.028 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing four loaves of 

bread and a biconical vessel on her head. Her raised right hand supports 

the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent across her chest 

holding a duck (pintail)639 by its wings.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:  

Grgt-CAHw-Ra “The foundation of Sahura” 

This is the fourth occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.640 

 

SC/north/2003/09a - R. D- F.029 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig and a long, tight-

fitting dress with two straps that expose her right breast. She also 

wears a broad collar consisting of several rows of beads, a choker, 

bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a crescent-shaped basket on her head; the 

rear part of the basket is badly damaged. The remains of different 

types of vegetables and fruits in addition to a sealed vessel can still be 

seen. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, 

holding a duck (European wigeon)641 by its wings, is down by her side.  

                                                 
639 Houlihan, The Birds, 71. 
640 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F. 011, SC/north/2003/08- R. B- F.026, and SC/north/2004/09 a- R. C- 
F.022.  
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In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain 

incorporated with the cartouche of Sahura. The inscription reads: 

 

Mnat-CAHw-Ra        “The wet-nurse of Sahura”642 

 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Mnat-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. The names of funerary domains of Sneferu643 and Khufu644 are 

constructed in a similar way. Mnat is also combined with the names of several officials 

in their tombs, such as Tepemka,645 Nefermaat,646 Ptahhotep I,647 and Seshseshet.648 

 

SC/north/2003/08- R. D- F.030 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. The bottom of the 

block is damaged, and her right foot is partly missing.   

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing five loaves of 

bread on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket by 

                                                                                                                                                 
641 Houlihan, The Birds, 69. 
642 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 60–62 (Ic). 
643 Mnat Cnfrw is attested twice: once as (Hwt) in the so-called valley temple of Sneferu following the 
sixteenth nome of Upper Egypt, see Fakhry, Sneferu, II, 43, figs. 16–17; it is also attested on the south wall 
of the niche in the tomb of Nefermaat, see Y. Harpur, Nefermaat and Rahotep, 65–66, fig. 76, pl. 7a. 
644 H. Brugsch, Die Geographie des alten Ägyptens nach den altägyptischen Denkmälern I (Leipzig, 1857), 
224, pl. 41; J. Couyat and P. Montet, Les Inscriptions hiéroglyphiques et hiératiques du Ouâdi Hammâmât, 
MIFAO 34  (Le Caire, 1912), 31ff. ; H. Gauthier, Dictionnaire des noms géographiques contenus dans les 
textes hiéroglyphiques III (Le Caire, 1926), 36–37. 
645 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 333 (3).  
646 In the Fourth Dynasty tomb of Nefermaat at Meidum (mastaba16), Mnat appears standing alone 
without a personal name, see Harpur, Nefermaat and Rahotep, 65–66, fig. 76, pl. 7a. 
647 Hassan, Ny ankh Pepy and others, 51 (10), pl. XLVI. 
648 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 415 (3).  
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holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a duck (pintail)649 by its wings, is down by 

her side. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain that is 

partly damaged. However, it can be easily constructed as:  

MAt-nfrw-CAHw-Ra          “One who sees the beauty of Sahura”650
 

 
This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

MAt-nfrw-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions.  

 

SC/north/2003/08- R. D- F.031 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

  

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing five loaves of 

bread on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding 

its front rim. Her left hand, holding a vessel by a rope used as a handle, 

is down by her side.  

  

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Mn-cwt-CAHw-Ra  “Enduring are the (cult) places of Sahura”651 
 

This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

Mn-cwt-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions. It is noteworthy that the name of 

Niuserra’s pyramid is constructed in a similar way.652 

                                                 
649 Houlihan, The Birds, 71. 
650 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 69–71 (IF).  
651 Ibid., 72–73 (IIB2). 
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SC/north/2003/08- R. D- F.032 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps. She wears a broad collar 

consisting of several layers of beads and a tight choker necklace, 

bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing three loaves of 

bread and two sealed vessels on her head. Her raised right hand supports 

the basket by holding its front rim. Her left arm is bent across her chest 

holding a duck (pintail)653 by its wings.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Nfr-Hzwt-CAHw-Ra  “Beautiful are Sahura's favors” 

 

This is the third occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.654 

 

SC/north/2003/08- R. D- F.033 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a semicircular basket655 resting on a 

padded ring (@awaya) on her head. The basket contains different 

kinds of vegetables and fruits, such as garlic, lettuce, melons, and 

                                                                                                                                                 
652 Bennett, in: JEA 52 (1966), 174–176; Zibelius, Ägyptische Siedlungen, 96–97.  
653 Houlihan, The Birds, 71. 
654 See SC/north/2004/10- R. A- F.007 and SC/north/2004/10- R. B- F.002. 
655 This is the second depiction of this basket in the procession, see SC/north/2003/08- R. B- F.025.   
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figs. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding its front rim, while her left hand 

is down by her side holding a duck (European wigeon)656 by its wings.  

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

CAw-ib-CAHw-Ra “Sahura is pleasing” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.657 

 

SC/north/2003/08- R. D- F.034 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her 

long, tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her 

right breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of 

beads and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing three loaves of 

bread, melon, and a biconical vessel on her head. Her raised right 

hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, 

holding a duck (pintail)658 by its wings, is down by her side. 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

int-CAHw-Ra  “The valley of Sahura” 

This is the third occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.659 

 

                                                 
656 Houlihan, The Birds, 69. 
657 See SC/north/2003/08 (7)- R. C- F.033.   
658 Houlihan, The Birds, 71. 
659 See SC/north/2004/09a- R. A- F.020 and SC/north/2004/10- R. C- F.005. 
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SC/north/2003/08- R. D- F.035 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing two loaves of 

bread, a pumpkin, and two sealed vessels on her head. Her raised right 

hand supports the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding 

a lotus flower, is down by her side.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

BnDt-CAHw-Ra  “The irrigated field of Sahura”660
 

 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain BnDt-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. It does not occur with any other royal names; however, BnDt is 

attested with the names of domains of several officials in their tombs, such as 

Kaemnefert,661 Khnow, 662 and Seshemnefer-Heba.663  

                                                 
660 Although Jacquet-Gordon translated this name as “La plantation de cucurbitacées,” it is more likely that 
it means “enormous field,” see Hannig, Ägyptisches Wörterbuch I, 422 (9915).  
661 Hassan, Gîza II, figs. 138, 147.  
662 Mariette, Mastabas, 186 ; Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 350 (13).  
663 Jacquet-Gordon, in : CRIPEL 13 (1991), 78 (41), fig. 3. 
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SC/north/2003/08, (7) - R. D- F.036 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

  

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing three loaves of 

bread and a sealed vessel on her head. Her raised right hand supports 

the basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, depicted on block 

SC/north/2003/07 holding a vessel by a rope used as a handle, is down by her side.  

The upper right edge of the basket, her left shoulder, and left leg are depicted on block 

SC/north/2003/07.   

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of th funerary domain, which 

reads:    

Nfr-CAHw-Ra   “Sahura  is beautiful” 

 
This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Nfr-CAHw-Ra among Old 

Kingdom inscriptions. However, the names of funerary domains of Khufu664 and 

Khafra665 are constructed in a similar way. It is noteworthy that Djedkara-Isesi gave a 

similar name to his pyramid. 666 

                                                 
664 It is attested twice: once on a fragment found inside the west part of the pyramid of Amenemhet I’s core 
at Lisht, see Goedicke, Re-used Blocks, 16–17 (3); and as (Hwt)in the tomb of Kaemsekhem, see LD II, pl. 
32.  
665 It is attested in the tomb of Sekhemkara, see Hassan, Gîza IV, 113, fig. 58.  
666 Zibelius, Ägyptische Siedlungen, 110. 
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SC/north/2003/07- R. D- F.037 

A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing five loaves of 

bread on her head. Her raised right hand supports the basket by holding 

its front rim. Her left hand is down by her side holding a duck 

(pintail)667 by a feather of its wing in a unique scene.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

WAS-kA-CAHw-Ra  “Strong is the ka of Sahura” 
 
This is the first and, at the same time, the only piece of evidence concerning the domain 

WAS-kA-CAHw-Ra among Old Kingdom inscriptions.  

 

SC/north/2003/07- R. D- F.038 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets. 

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing three loaves of 

bread and melon on her head.  Her raised right hand supports the basket 

by holding its front rim. Her left hand, clutching a bunch of grain, is 

down by her side.  

                                                 
667 Houlihan, The Birds, 71. 
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In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

Mn-cwt-CAHw-Ra  “Enduring are the (cult) places of Sahura” 
 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.668 

 

SC/north/2003/07- R. D- F.039 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet falling 

over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, tight-

fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right breast. She 

wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads and a tight 

choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.  

 

The offering bearer carries a conical basket containing four loaves of 

bread and a lettuce on her head. Her raised right hand supports the 

basket by holding its front rim. Her left hand, holding a vessel by a rope 

used as a handle, is down by her side. 

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads:  

Mr-BAwy-anx-CAHw-Ra  “The two souls desire Sahura to live”669 
 

This is the first piece of evidence concerning the domain Mr-BAwy-anx-CAHw-Ra 

among Old Kingdom inscriptions. A funerary domain of Djedkara-Isesi670 is constructed 

in a similar way. 

 

                                                 
668 See SC/north/2003/08- R. D- F.031.  
669  Jacquet-Gordon, Domains, 76 (IIIA2c).   
670Attested in the tomb of Ptahhotep II following the twelfth nome of Lower Egypt, see ibid., 400 (10).  
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SC/north/2003/07- R. D- F.040 

 A striding female offering bearer wears a long wig with a lappet 

falling over her left shoulder, which hangs down to the top of her long, 

tight-fitting dress held up by shoulder straps that expose her right 

breast. She wears a broad collar consisting of several layers of beads 

and a tight choker necklace, bracelets, and anklets.   

 

The offering bearer carries a birdcage (qafas)671 on her head. The 

birdcage contains five live birds (rock pigeons). 672 Her raised right 

hand supports the birdcage by holding its front edge. Her left arm is 

bent across her chest holding a duck (pintail)673 by its wings.  

 

In front of the figure is a vertical inscription with the name of the funerary domain, which 

reads: 

WAx-CAHw-Ra     “Sahura is abundant” 

This is the second occurrence of this domain’s name in the procession.674 

                                                 
671 Blackman, Fellāhīn, 160–161, fig. 90.   
672 Houlihan, The Birds, 101–103.   
673 Ibid., 71. 
674 See SC/north/2004/09b- R. B- F.015. 
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CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION 

 

 

V.1  Evidence on the Funerary Domains and the Scenes from Sahura’s Causeway 

 

 The discovery of scenes of the procession of funerary domains in the pyramid 

complex of Sahura has provided scholars with new material which, in its scale and 

character, has no comparison in the period of the Old Kingdom. No other pyramid 

complex has revealed such complete scenes of the funerary domains’ procession as the 

complex of Sahura.  

 So far, evidence concerning the funerary domains was generally gathered from 

different sources. The royal funerary complexes represented only a small part of it: the 

scenes of domains occurred on the walls of the mortuary temples, causeways, and valley 

temples. Scenes and inscriptions in tombs of Old Kingdom officials, royal decrees, and 

administrative archives have also provided valuable information. In general, the evidence 

provides us with a body of material that is unbalanced: in one case, there is only one or 

two domains for one king; while, in another case, more than a hundred domains are 

known for another king. This heterogeneity of sources makes our analysis of the material 

rather difficult and any general observations often inconclusive.  

The discovery of Sahura’s procession of funerary domains has essentially 

enlarged our evidence. The largely reconstructed scenes from Sahura’s causeway thus 

may represent the base for a deeper examination and also contribute to general 

observations about the royal domains, which can subsequently be considered indicative 

of other king’s complexes. Importantly, the funerary domains from Sahura’s causeway 

enable us to deepen our knowledge of the royal funerary cults and their economic 

background. 

 The hitherto exploration of the northern part of Sahura’s causeway revealed four 

blocks decorated with domains. A large part of the entire scene can be reconstructed from 

these blocks; it covered several blocks of limestone, the width of which sometimes 

exceeded three meters. So far, it is clear that the scene began at the west end of the 

causeway or very near to it. The westernmost block is the largest one; it is more than 
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three meters wide. It contains a long procession of domains and a depiction of two nomes 

of Lower Egypt. The scene continued on three more blocks in a direction towards the 

east. The second block from the west is split into two halves; however, the two parts 

nicely join together. Regrettably, the west edge of this block is badly damaged, and it is 

not sure how much of the scene is lost. The fourth block shows the end of the scene; the 

blocks located further to the east depicted different scenes of members of the boat crew 

and officials.675 At the moment, we know about another block which would be adjacent 

to the scene on the west, which bears another part of the procession. It is still in situ and 

will be investigated in the near future.  

 The discovered scenes so far covered the upper part of the north wall of the 

causeway of Sahura. They show more than 140 funerary domains which the king 

established in Lower Egypt. Around 50 more domains are expected to be depicted on the 

abovementioned uncovered block. It is not clear how many more blocks with domains we 

can still expect in the western part of the northern side of the causeway. Very probably, 

the uncovered block would be followed by at least one more block, and the westernmost 

block of the whole scene will expectedly depict the figure of Sahura enthroned and facing 

the procession of his domains walking towards him (to the west).676  (See the 

construction of Pepi II’s procession pl. 15) 

Knowing the parallels from other, more destroyed complexes of Old Kingdom 

kings; we can assume that the south wall of the causeway mirrored the decoration of the 

north wall and that it bore a list of domains from Upper Egypt. The upper southern side 

of the causeway has not yet been fully investigated, but it is likely that only small 

remains of scenes will be discovered in that place.677  We can estimate that around 200 

domains were established for the cult of Sahura in Upper and Lower Egypt, which means 

that Sahura had approximately 400 funerary domains throughout the whole country.  

                                                 
675 El-Awady, Pyramid Causeways in the Old Kingdom, 247. 
676 Only fragments of a large scene depicting the king enthroned and facing processions of personifications 
of the funerary domains were found at the upper end of the south wall of Pepi II’s causeway, which were 
reconstructed by Jéquier, Pépi II, III, 14–16, pls. 19–20. 
677 During his excavations of the southern part of the causeway, El-Awady reached the layers containing 
Old Kingdom pottery, which indicates that the blocks from the causeway cannot be found below since the 
blocks remained in their original position at least until the New Kingdom. (El-Awady, personal 
communication); see also J. Baines, “The destruction of the pyramid temple of SaHurea,” in: GM 4 (1973), 
9–13.     
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 As previously mentioned, the material from Sahura’s funerary complex can be 

taken as a study sample, and the results of this research can also be applied to other Old 

Kingdom kings. In such a case, we can estimate that the longer living kings established as 

many domains as Sahura (and possibly even more), while kings who died early 

established a lesser number of domains.678 All in all, a very rough estimation for the 

period of the Fourth – Sixth Dynasties can be up to 7,000 funerary domains for different 

kings, and maybe even more.679 This number is quite high and stimulates us to reconsider 

the interpretation of funerary domains and discuss the questions of their different types, 

sizes, methods of establishment, location, reuse, and economic role.   

 

V.2  Types of Funerary Domains 
 

As we have seen in the summary of previous discussions on the funerary domains 

in Chapter II, two types of domains occur in Old Kingdom scenes of the funerary 

domains. The first type typically has a rectangular enclosure with a small building in one 

corner, which forms the hieroglyph Hwt. The rectangular frame usually contains the 

name of the king who established the domain. The second type is designated by a 

rounded or oval sign known as niwt, and this domain contains the king’s name written 

in a cartouche.  

It is very difficult to specify what exactly was the difference between the two 

types of domains, because our sources provide us with lists and names but do not mention 

the character of the domains. However, the analysis of the newly discovered scenes from 

Sahura’s causeway enables us to make some suggestions and move the discussion on the 

terms a bit further.  

On the basis of Sahura’s scenes, niwt seems to be the basic unit in the economic 

system. It probably was a piece of agricultural land founded by the king during his 

lifetime to provide for his construction projects and his future funerary cult. Niwt can 

possibly be compared with a village, or Arabic ezbah. 

                                                 
678 e.g. Raneferef, see Posener-Kriéger, Verner, Vymazalová, Raneferef, 325.  
679 An average of 400 domains was taken for all the kings, except for a few who reigned for a very short 
time and who might be unable to establish so many domains. 
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Sahura’s scenes indicate that the Hwt was a larger unit than niwt (see below in 

V.5). The agricultural role of Hwt and niwt was discussed in detail by Moreno 

García, who suggests that the former also played an administrative role which niwt did 

not.680 The new scenes from Sahura’s causeway support Moreno García’s supposition 

and interpretation of the term Hwt as an administrative center which played a 

fundamental role in controlling the land, labor, and production of the smaller domains or 

niwt. However, we cannot be sure whether the Hwt was just a bigger niwt that 

included an administration office, or whether it was the office itself. We will return to 

this question in a more detailed discussion on the economic function of both Hwt and 

niwt below in section V.5.  

 

V.3  Foundation, Location, and Size of the Funerary Domains 
 

Questions regarding the foundation of funerary domains remain, unfortunately, 

completely unresolved. Our evidence does not provide any indication about that subject, 

and we do not know anything about how the kings chose the places for their domains, 

how they specified the required number, and how they actually established them. The 

lack of information about this question is one of the main reasons why scholars so far 

have avoided the discussion. The only existing supposition is that each king established 

new domains. Helck, moreover, suggested that these new domains were founded on new, 

available land (mostly in the Delta) and that people were brought from elsewhere to these 

new establishments to work on the fields.681 However, there is no evidence to confirm 

that this was really so in the Old Kingdom.  

The only information concerning the foundation process comes from the Palermo 

Stone which records that Sneferu established 35 Hwt-domains and 122 cattle farms.682 

From the titles of officials, we also know that the kings established new niwt towns 

since the time of Userkaf.683 Nothing is, however, said about how these towns were 

established and what the process of foundation represented. Moreover, our sources show 
                                                 
680 Moreno García, @wt, 205–208.  
681 Helck, Wirtschaftsgeschichte, 22–44. 
682 See footnote 115. 
683 H. Papazian, Domain of Pharaoh: the structure and components of the economy of Old Kingdom Egypt 
(PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2005), 109. 
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absolutely no evidence about when exactly the kings established their domains. Some 

suggestions will, however, be presented below.  

We might suppose that a certain pattern existed, which each king followed when 

he needed to found new domains in order to gain more agricultural production to support 

his projects and later on his funerary cult. Very probably, kings had to start establishing 

their domains very soon after ascending the throne because at that moment their projects 

commenced. The beginning of the construction of a royal tomb required resources, and 

we might suppose that more domains were founded as the construction became more 

advanced and demanding. It is unclear whether there was any unified system of 

foundation which would facilitate the process for each new king, or whether each king 

had to send his people to search for places sufficient enough to become domains. Both 

might be partly true. We might speculate whether the kings could establish the same 

number of domains in each nome – and such a principle would be the easiest to follow 

when each king decided where he wanted to establish his domains. Of course, no 

evidence so far can be used to support this suggestion. Moreover, the nomes differed 

from each other in size, and this makes it even less probable. Anyway, the process of 

founding new domains probably took into consideration the available land, available 

workforce, in addition to the needs of the construction projects and cults. Also, a specific 

interest in (developing?) some regions of the country could play a role, as some parts 

were convenient for farming while other parts were more suitable for cattle breeding.684    

The available land, in Helck’s supposition, was the empty land that was not used 

so far for agriculture. This goes hand in hand with the idea that in the Early Dynastic 

period the control over the country was achieved through new administrative 

establishments. This could, however, happen only on a limited scale and, at one point, the 

colonization of the territory must have been completed. Thus, we can suppose that new 

domains could be established on the untouched land, while other domains could be 

established from the already existing agricultural units. These latter units can be 

understood as existing estates sending their production to the central government. By 

establishing a funerary domain, a king would assign its production for his own 

requirements. As we know from contemporaneous written sources, the production from 

                                                 
684 Moens and Wetterstrom, in: JNES 47, 3 (1988), 159–173. 
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the domains went to the central administration (residence), but a specific part of it would 

then have supported the king’s projects and cult. This suggestion would explain why each 

king established as many domains as he needed, and that he was not limited by the 

availability of free land as Helck supposed. If so, Helck’s supposition that most of the 

domains were located in the Delta685 becomes irrelevant, and we can insist on our 

supposition that domains were founded in both Upper and Lower Egypt by each king. 

Only in this way, the king’s demands were spread in a balanced way throughout the 

entire country. This is, moreover, supported by evidence from the nonroyal tombs which 

shows that officials were given the right to partially use many royal domains located in 

Upper Egypt by at least the second half of the Fifth Dynasty, and also to establish their 

own funerary domains there. This clearly shows that there was available land (or estates) 

in Upper Egypt at that time for establishing both royal and private domains. 

 

The location of the domains in Egypt might have depended on several factors. 

The king had to find estates which would serve him the best and also provide him with 

enough field capacity including an irrigation system, a sufficient workforce to cultivate 

them, good accessibility, and the possibility of controlling them. Locating the domains in 

different parts of Egypt guaranteed that the king equally distributed the burden of 

supplies and also strengthened his economic control in every corner of the country. The 

procession of funerary domains from the northern side of Sahura’s causeway confirms 

that the king established around 200 domains in Lower Egypt and that these included 

types, Hwt and niwt; and it is very probable that more or less the same number of 

domains founded in Upper Egypt can be expected on the southern side of the causeway.  

The scenes from royal pyramid complexes sometimes combine the lists of 

funerary domains with topographic information in the form of personifications of nomes. 

Thus, we can specify for some of the domains in which nome they were located. 

However, this information is not precise enough, and no generalization is possible from 

the available evidence. However, the location of the domains is one of the main subjects 

to be thoroughly examined after the completion of the research on Sahura’s causeway. It 

is possible that the reconstructed scenes will provide us with more clues concerning that 

                                                 
685 Helck, Wirtschaftsgeschichte, 35.  
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subject. Future exploration of the southern side of Sahura’s causeway might reveal more 

evidence which would either support or contradict our suggestions. 

Unfortunately, our information about the size of the individual domains is 

insufficient. The evidence from the mortuary temple of Userkaf shows the size of each 

funerary domain of the king, and this ranges from four to six arouras. Only one 

exceptional domain is 37.5 arouras.686 If we combine the evidence from Userkaf’s temple 

with the scenes from Sahura’s causeway, we can make the subsequent calculation based 

on the fact that one aroura in the Old Kingdom measured 2,750 meters2.687 We can accept 

a five arouras domain as the average between four and six arouras. Such a domain 

corresponds to 13,750 meters2 = 0.01375 kilometers2. If we consider the domains of 

Sahura so far attested on the revealed blocks from his causeway, these amount to 146 

domains, and their resulting area would be 2007500 meters2 = 2,0075 kilometers2 of land 

used for the funerary domains of Sahura in Lower Egypt. This number was originally 

even larger as part of the scene still waits to be revealed. As shown above, Sahura’s 

causeway contained around 400 funerary domains in both Upper and Lower Egypt, and 

we estimated that around 7,000 domains could be founded by all the kings of the Old 

Kingdom. This would result in 98 kilometers2 of land used for the royal funerary domains 

throughout Egypt during the Old Kingdom. Even though the number is a rough 

estimation and we cannot be sure about the real size of the domains of each king, the 

above presented calculation proves that the basic domains were rather small units and 

that their total would be imaginable for the entire area of the country during the Old 

Kingdom, even if no domains were reused. 

  

V.4  Duration and Usurpation of the Funerary Domains 
 

The duration of the domains, closely connected with the period of maintaining the 

respective royal funerary cult, can be, to a limited extent, deduced from the extant 

evidence. The domains of kings that are mentioned in nonroyal tombs give us scarce 

information, but at least some idea of the minimum dates until which some domains were 

                                                 
686 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines, 142–143.  
687 K. Baer, “A Note on Egyptian Units of Area in the Old Kingdom,” in: JNES 15, 2 (1956), 113–117. He 
stated that the size of the domains is varying from 2 arouras to 110.5 arouras; ibid., 44. 
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in use. Cults of the kings could have continued after the estimated period, and this can be 

shown by different artifacts revealed in the remains of the pyramid complexes. The entire 

period of duration of the domains and funerary cults was, of course, connected but the 

available evidence for the domains in particular is very much limited.688  

Basic information about the domains of individual kings can be inferred from an 

analysis of the names of royal domains depicted in the nonroyal tombs.689 However, this 

information does not represent the only and absolute dating criterion. It seems that the 

domains founded by Sneferu survived at least until the second half of the Fifth Dynasty; 

Khufu’s funerary cult also existed by his domains until the same time. One of Khafra’s 

domains endured at least until the beginning of the Sixth Dynasty. Concerning Menkaura 

and Shepseskaf, their domains survived at least until the middle of the Fifth Dynasty. We 

know that some domains founded by the Fourth Dynasty kings also provided supplies for 

the cults of their high officials and their families, and this continued for hundreds of 

years, such as the funerary domain of Khafra attested in the tomb of Sabu-Ibebi dating to 

the beginning of the Sixth Dynasty.690  

As for the Fifth Dynasty kings, one domain founded by Userkaf existed at least 

until the first half of the Sixth Dynasty. One domain of his son, Sahura, continued to be 

used at least until the end of the Fifth Dynasty. One domain with the name of Neferirkara 

persisted until the first half of the Sixth Dynasty. One of Raneferef’s domains lasted only 

until the second half of the Fifth Dynasty. As for Niuserra, Menkauhor, Djedkara-Isesi, 

and Unas, their domains generally continue to appear in private tombs until the first half 

of the Sixth Dynasty.  

Surprisingly, the only king of the Sixth Dynasty whose domains are mentioned in 

the nonroyal tombs is Teti. However, no scenes were found in the remains of his pyramid 

complex. His domains survived at least until the second half of the Sixth Dynasty. 

Although the pyramid complex of Pepi II hosts scenes of his funerary domains, no 

attestation for his domains exists in the nonroyal tombs. The scanty evidence of the 
                                                 
688 For the royal funerary cult in the Old Kingdom, see Y. Shirai, “Royal Funerary Cults During the Old 
Kingdom,” in: K. Piquette and S. Love (eds.), Current Research in Egyptology 2003 (Oxford, 2005), 149–
162.   
689 The attestation of a specific domain in a private tomb does not indicate that the domain was only used 
until that time. It might, however, have survived longer than this period, but the scanty remains of more 
resources cannot confirm this assumption.   
690 This tomb is attributed to the reign of Teti, see El-Khadragy, in: SAK 33 (2005), 169–199.  
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names of Sixth Dynasty kings in the private tombs, except for Teti, is striking and 

particularly surprising since other written documents tell us that the authority of the 

officials at that time was much wider and stronger than previously; and, we would expect 

that royal domains would be used more by the officials than ever before.691    

A particularly important question in relation to the funerary domains is their 

possible reuse or usurpation. In Chapter II, we showed that the scholars who dealt with 

funerary domains more or less avoided this subject because the available evidence does 

not provide enough information.  

We have seen that some royal domains were granted by the king to his officials, 

and the privilege could later on be inherited within their families.692 If we explore 

evidence from the royal pyramid complexes, it is apparent that they mention first of all 

the domains founded by the kings who established them. However, there are cases 

indicating that a king used a domain of his ancestor.   

The earliest name of a royal funerary domain that occurs in the pyramid complex 

of another king is the domain with the name of King Nebka from the Third Dynasty, 

which is found on the reliefs in Niuserra’s funerary complex from the mid-Fifth Dynasty. 

This domain was apparently reused by Niuserra in order to support his own cult. 

Interestingly, Niuserra did not put his own name with this domain, and he left it in his 

funerary complex with the name of its original owner (see below).693  

Niuserra is the only king of the Old Kingdom for whom we have evidence that he 

probably used some of his ancestor’s funerary domains, but he kept the original names of 

these domains. He also reused four funerary domains founded by Queen Hetepheres, the 

wife of Sneferu, in addition to a domain of his father, Neferirkara. Interestingly, in the 

pyramid complex of Niuserra’s mother, Queen Khenkaus, there occurs a funerary domain 

combined with the name of Khufu.694  

Other evidence of a royal domain which might have been used or merely survived 

for a long time is the aforementioned domain, “Horus, the foremost star of the sky,” 

                                                 
691 Kanawati, Administration. 
692 Málek, In the Shadow of the Pyramids, 76–77.  
693 See Borchardt, Niuserre, 68–69, pls.15. 
694 Verner, Khenkaus, 73, pl. 20.   
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founded by Netjerikhet at the beginning of the Third Dynasty. This domain continued to 

exist until the Nineteenth Dynasty, and it is attested in the temple of Abydos.695 

The above listed pieces of evidence cannot be considered strong enough to prove 

that royal domains could be usurped by some kings. Unfortunately, our new evidence 

from Sahura’s causeway does not provide sufficient information, which would shed more 

light on the question of usurpation. We would, however, rather be inclined to the 

possibility that the scarce evidence may indicate a partial use of some important domains. 

Using part of the production of already existing domains for new purposes (cults) would 

explain why the kings did not change the names of these domains; and thus, for example, 

the domain of Khufu mentioned by Niuserra in relation to the cult of Khentkaus II kept 

the cartouche of Khufu because he possibly ascribed to her only part of its production, 

while the rest continued to support Khufu’s cult. If any domain was reused completely, 

its name should have been changed to incorporate the name of the new owner. It is 

possible to imagine that some domains were partly reused and kept their original names, 

while other domains were fully reused and received new names with the new owner’s 

name. Such changes, however, are not reflected in our evidence and thus it is impossible 

to trace them. 

 

The possibility of a complete reuse = usurpation of royal domains raises another 

important question: how would the usurpation in general get along with ancient Egyptian 

royal ideology, as well as religious and ethical norms?696 What was the legal status of the 

funerary domains and of their original owners, i.e. the deceased kings? It is clear that it 

was a king’s obligation to maintain the order of the world in addition to the monuments 

and cults of his predecessors. At the same time, he was expected to achieve more than 

anyone before. Thus, with the ascension to the throne, a new king faced the need to 

reorganize the resources of the state in order to start and support new projects. By 

founding his domains, he could collect the required supplies. Theoretically, he would not 

touch the supplies arranged before him for the cults of his ancestors. On the other hand, 

the cults of deceased kings were not as demanding as the new construction projects, and 

                                                 
695 Sethe interpreted it as DwA-@r-xnti-pt “Praised be Horus who is in the heaven,” see Garstang, 
Mahâsna and Bêt Khallâf, 21.  
696 For references on the origins of kingship, see J. Baines in:  Ancient Egypt Kingship, 95–156. 
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it is possible that after a king’s death a reorganization of the resources took place. The 

new king could – through the residence – control the redistribution process and use part 

of the production of these already existing domains for his own needs. But could he use 

the full production of a domain for himself? We suppose that the funerary domains had 

economic importance; and even though they bore the names of deceased kings (the 

founders), their true owner was the living king who controlled the redistribution of all 

state resources. Taking into consideration the foundation process, which was discussed 

above, the kings possibly, established their domains from both new and already existing 

estates. It might also be possible that kings changed the specifications of those estates 

during the time. A funerary domain was ascribed a specific function, which means a 

particular position within the redistribution system of the state. As the redistribution 

system had to be first of all effective, kings could possibly also transform the funerary 

domain of someone else to a funerary domain of their own. The domain remained a 

domain, only possible changes in its name reflected the development in history and 

economy. Even though this mere suggestion cannot be proven by the available evidence, 

it would explain one important discrepancy in the material: there were so many domains 

listed in the processions in royal funerary complexes – and so few domains mentioned in 

the later tombs of officials. These were the partly reused domains. However, the extant 

evidence provides no clues regarding the question of what happened to those domains 

which were not partially reused. 

 

V.5 The Role of Funerary Domains in the Old Kingdom Economy 

 

Doubtless, the royal funerary domains played a very important role in the 

economic system of the country and, above all, in the economy of the royal funerary 

cults. However, available sources that refer to the funerary domains and their relationship 

with the economy of the country are scarce. Therefore, scholars tried to find different 

ways to tackle the open-ended questions of the Old Kingdom economy. A major step 

forward in the discussions is connected with the discovery and interpretation of the 

Abusir papyrus archives, which basically enlarged our knowledge of the economy of the 

mortuary temples and the redistribution of commodities for royal funerary cults. 
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However, the basic sources for the provisions of the cults, namely the royal funerary 

domains, are mentioned in the archives only very rarely. Only a few names of the royal 

funerary domains occur in the tables recorded in the papyri. Posener-Kriéger explained 

that although all the domains established by Neferirkara existed at the time when the 

documents were recorded, none of these domains were included in the texts because the 

provisions were not sent directly to the king’s temple.697 The production from the 

domains was redistributed through the royal residence. The later discovered archive from 

Raneferef’s mortuary temple confirmed Posener-Kriéger’s explanation.698   

 

Analyzing the newly discovered scenes from the causeway of Sahura in the 

context of other evidence from different sources, we can try to make the picture more 

precise. The scenes of the funerary domains with the king facing the procession possibly 

have a symbolic meaning:  the king showed his desire to supply his mortuary temple with 

all the offerings he needed to be satisfied with in his afterlife. However, most scholars 

also saw another symbolic meaning in these scenes, namely that the king by facing the 

personifications of his own establishments wanted to indicate that the entire country 

supported his eternal residence and the maintenance of his cult. In this way, the royal 

procession of funerary domains might represent the power of the king and his ultimate 

authority over the country. The king thus actually strengthened his control and authority 

during his lifetime by establishing, shortly after he became king, his domains in different 

parts of Egypt; but, at the same time, he showed that also after his death he was the 

legitimate ruler of “the people of his time” forever by representing the domains in his 

pyramid complex.  

In this context, it should also be stressed that the scenes of funerary domains not 

only occur in the causeway but also in other parts of royal funerary complexes, including 

the mortuary and the valley temples. However, the preserved scenes are very 

fragmentary, and the only scenes which can be reconstructed are the processions of 

domains personally received by the king as depicted on the walls of the causeways. The 

scenes of the domains in other parts of the pyramid complex might either only repeat the 

                                                 
697 Posener-Kriéger, in: State and Temple Economy in the Ancient Near East I, 139. 
698 Posener-Kriéger, Verner, Vymazalová, Raneferef, 381–389. 
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same theme or have a different form and meaning. Very often the scenes of the domains 

are situated in the entrance areas of the temples as, for example, in the southeast portico 

in the mortuary temple of Sahura.699 However, it is not possible from the available 

material to trace any differences in meaning between the scenes in mortuary temples and 

in causeways. The work by El-Awady on the decorative program of Sahura’s funerary 

complex seems to support the suggestion that the scenes were repeated in different parts 

of the complex.  

The evidence from Sahura’s funerary complex can be compared with the 

preserved fragments of scenes from other king’s complexes (above all, Unas and Pepi II), 

in order to reconstruct the complete scene of the procession of domains in the causeways. 

The scenes were divided into two parts. The upper part depicted the personifications of 

nomes of the country, followed by its Hwt-domains which represented the administrative 

centers for collecting the production in each nome. 700 The number of the Hwt-domains 

probably varied according to the size of the nome.701  

 The lower part of the scene of the procession of funerary domain consists of a 

long list where further details for each nome of Upper and Lower Egypt are given; the 

name of the nome is followed again by its subordinate Hwt centers and after them were 

listed the ordinary niwt-domains, which were located in each nome and were 

administratively controlled by the Hwt centers.702 Such an arrangement of a scene was 

presented by Jacquet-Gordon for the depiction of funerary domains in the complex of 

Pepi II.703 The scenes from Sahura’s causeway seem to confirm this arrangement, even 

though only the lower part of the scene can be seen in the revealed blocks. The fragments 

of decoration from Sahura’s mortuary temple, however, show the upper part of the 

scenes, and the same motive can also be expected on the upper row of blocks in the walls 

of the causeway which either did not survive or were not yet found.  

                                                 
699 Borchardt, Sahure, II, pl. 31. 
700 It is very clear on the walls of the mortuary temple of Sahura, see ibid, 109–111, pl. 31.  
701 Moreno García, @wt, 125.   
702 It is depicted on the walls of the Unas’s causeway, see Labrousse, Moussa, Ounas, fig. 139 (Doc. 107). 
703 Jacquet-Gordon “En tête viennent les dieux des deux parties du pays, suivis d’un certain nombre de 
femmes portant sur la tête le signe Hwt qui renferme un des deux noms du roi: Pepi ou Neferkare 
Quelques-unes de ces femmes représentent de vrais châteaux royaux et sont désignées par un nom 
particulier. Apres les châteaux viennent les villages, tous représentés par des femmes portant sur la tête 
une corbeille d’offrandes.”  
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From the previously suggested layout of scenes, we can infer that the king 

established many villages (or ezbahs) called niwt all over the country. At the same time 

or little later, the king established the Hwt-domains as administrative centers in order to 

control and collect the production, labor, and revenue from the smaller villages (niwt). 

The Hwt was usually directed by an official with the title HqA-Hwt, who was 

responsible for delivering the major share of the royal domains’ production to the 

residence, and also for the distribution of the rest of the production among the officials 

and administration of his Hwt as a form of payment.704 Therefore, we can also assume 

that the Hwt somehow played the role of the deputy of the royal residence and the king in 

the provinces.  

 

The so-called Hwt-kA establishments seem to confirm this assumption. They 

usually involved a chapel in which a statue of the living king was displayed.705 Scholars 

generally accept that the reason for the existence of such a statue was to serve the king’s 

cult in the provinces – already during his lifetime. We can add that the statue represented 

the direct presence of the king and referred to his power which needed to be felt over the 

provinces in order to help the HqA-Hwt officials collect the production from the domains 

in the name of the king. However, further exploration of this subject and possible future 

discoveries about the domains and ka-chapels are still needed.  

Thus, the production of the basic niwt-domains was collected with the help of 

the local administrative centers in the Hwt-domains, and then sent through the 

administration of the nomes to the central government. The revenues were controlled by 

the residence which established specific rules for the redistribution of the production for 

every nome. Therefore, each nome kept a precisely specified portion of its production for 

the needs of its people and local administration. The residence then collected part of the 

production which it assigned for its own needs, and installed officials who were in charge 

of the redistribution process. The products from the royal domains were redistributed to 

                                                 
704 For the main duties of HqA-Hwt , see footnote 48.  
705 For example, the  Hwt-kA  at Tell Basta, see Habachi, Tell Basta, 11-41;  H. G. Fischer, “Review of 
Habachi, Tell Basta,” in: AJA 62 (1958), 331–332.     
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relevant royal funerary complexes.706 This economic and administrative arrangement was 

the reason why only a few names of the royal domains were mentioned in the temple 

archives from Abusir. The domains that were mentioned there might have been possibly 

located in the vicinity of the pyramid complexes. But their occurrence in the papyri has 

so far no explanation with regards to whether these domains bypassed residence control, 

or why they were even mentioned in the texts.707  

 

One of the questions connected with the organization and economy of the 

funerary complexes relates to an institution called rA-S. This institution is known from 

different sources but no indication concerning its character has survived. Different 

interpretations of rA-S were proposed by various scholars (see Chapter II). We consider 

the interpretation given by Posener-Kriéger as the most probable, namely that rA-S 

seems to be an institution in which the products coming from the fields attributed to the 

cult of the king were collected and registered for further redistribution. Posener-Kriéger 

suggested that rA-S could also be a simple domain;708 however, we are rather inclined to 

believe that rA-S was related to arable lands in the vicinity of the respective pyramid 

complexes where the people who maintained the royal cults actually lived.709 The list of 

royal funerary domains from Sahura's causeway does not mention any “domain” called 

rA-S; but, we know from the Palermo Stone that an institution called the rA-S of 

Sahura existed, proving that it was not one of the domains.  

With the help of the scenes of Sahura’s funerary domains, we can try to specify 

the importance of the funerary domains in the economy of the state. In the early stages of 

his research, Helck suggested that the funerary domains actually represented part of the 

economy which was out of the control of the living king. In his opinion, the increase in 

the number of funerary domains was one of the major causes for the weakening of royal 

control over the economy of the country and royal power in general by the end of the Old 

Kingdom. Moreover, he also suggested that the firm link of the domains to the cult of 

                                                 
706 Goelet, Royal palace, 72ff.     
707 Posener- Kriéger, Les archives Néferirkarê  II, 519–526.  
708 Ibid., 618.  
709 This idea will be further explored. It is based on discussions of the economy of Old Kingdom royal cults 
with M. Verner and H. Vymazalová.  
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individual kings gave the domains some independence over the central administration of 

the country; and, consequently, the domains became an incubator for trends leading to the 

development of private possession.710 However, already the papyri from Abusir proved 

that Helck’s conclusions were not accurate. It is clear that the domains of the deceased 

kings were still controlled by the residence of their successors, and the funerary domains 

formed an integral part of the economic system of the state. Thus, the residence kept the 

entire administrative control over the production of the domains, and the weakening of 

the royal power must be ascribed to different factors than the existence of funerary 

domains.  

 

 

                                                 
710 Helck, Wirtschaftsgeschichte, 134ff.  


