Abstract

This diploma thesis called Qohelet’s Soliloquy and its Peculiarities goes through the era of Qohelet
"s origin, it describes the title of the book and resumes some of the results of biblical scholarship
concerning, authorship, background and structure of this book. The thesis reconstruct the way of
this book into the Old Testament scriptures. It presents it as a result of this book being used and fast
placed in Jewish schools rather than a result of divine inspiration. It describes the author of this
book as a Jewish man, experienced in Greek literature and trying to critically evaluate his own
Jewish traditions. The book searches a Jewish answer to contemporary Greek philosophical

questioning about the right way of living.

The conclusion of the narrator’s unceasing inquiry is rather a disappointing one, he finds out
nothing but vapour, chasing the wind, wasting of both time and energy as a result of human (his
own) activities. That is bitter but inevitable knowledge, since it is an innate human desire to grasp

things which are out of his reach.

The most important parts of the text and quotations are considered both in their original Hebrew
sounding and the reputable ancient translations: the Greek Septuagint and Latin Vulgate. The key
term of the book, that is to say hevel is much discussed and translated consequently as vapour /
vapours / evaporation. It is an impressive literary symbol used as a one word answer to most
important questions a man can ask himself. At the same time it is a pivotal term for understanding

and interpretation of the book.

Although this writing can rightly be considered as full of despair and dissatisfaction, still there are
some optimistic and encouraging aspects to be found. But it takes some time. First you need to
change your point of view and accept some insuperable boundaries of the human condition. That
allows you to enjoy God’s presents which might appear modest, but are about the only sign of
divine presence you can notice living under the Sun. The God is otherwise inaccessible and
incomprehensible. To find him or to understand what happens on Earth is a task that surpasses
human cognition.

The thesis treats also the author’s understanding of time as he presents it in a multiple way. It shows
a man as a mortal creature with a strong desire for transcendence, a human living a linear life

woven into cyclical time of the nature and its elements.



A constant chain of contradictions which is a distinctive and puzzling sign of the book is not
understood as a result of different authors or editors participating in the creation of the text’s final
version but as the writer’s intention and programme. The force of such paradoxical statements are in

his opinion the only way to approach the world’s complexity.



