Abstract (in english)

The subject of this thesis are three female monastic communities and their activities in
selected hospitals of socialist Czechoslovakia between the years 1948-1960. The aim is to
examine the overall policy of the communist authorities towards sisters in the specific
environment of hospitals and the stance of local authorities, i.e. the everyday practise in
healthcare. Emphasis is placed on the nuns themselves, their professional relationships with
doctors and civil nurses and their actions on the local level. The thesis also analyses church
practise in hospitals, interventions of the state-appointed church secretaries and partly even
their oversight of activity of the Catholic church in individual districts. Last but not least,
large effort was expanded to reconstruct the sisters’ own perception of post-1948 persecutions
and interventions in medical care, not just in relation to the strategies, which they have chosen
to cope with the adverse conditions within their communities, but also their mostly
disapproving attitudes towards the interventions of the communist regime against their
presence in hospitals.



