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surprising at the beginning of Conclusion (pp. 14 7), where I would expect a more 

detached conceptual synthesis, but otherwise the different registers work together well. 

On higher Ievels of text construction, the dissertation can be wordy, in several respects. 

Sometimes the same or near-identical content is repeated in much detail, e.g., explanations 

of the fundamental princi ples of philosophical hermeneutics ( e.g. pp. 21-24, 82-83 and 

more). Some topics in turn seem only marginally conceptually relevant, e.g., the treatment 

of authorship in the mediaeval era (pp. 44, 49-51) or the reflection of ditto in 

contemporary fiction film industry (pp. 51-53). Finally, a large proportion of the text is 

dedicated to countering potential criticisms and making explicit what Tereza is not 

attempting to say or do. This strategy may add conceptual depth in places, and perhaps 

some of it has grown out of the minor defence or other collegial review; yet in the present 

quantity it is very distracting. For instance, pp. 17-19 feature at least seven instances of 

such expressly negative argumentation (e.g. "Therefore the empirical exploration is not 

driven by the question of what is [sic] an author", p. 17); pp. 111-112 feature eight such 

instances ("The discussion does not aspire to place a fixed definition on what the 

understood author is", p. 112). In a thinker of Tereza's maturity, this defensive style is 

unnecessary and should be cut down in any published outputs. 

My critical opponent task aside, the centra] concept of "understood author" is intuitive, 

practically applicable, and treated with a degree of complexity that makes it theoretically 

enriching - even for fields beyond those charted in the dissertation, e.g., empirical literary 

studies where related thinking and evidence can for instance be found in Claassen's 

Author Representations in Literary Reading (2012). J wish to thank and congratulate 

Tereza for having accomplished a large piece of work worthy of academic recognition. 
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