
Abstract 

Background: Intravenous way of drug application is the most common between problem 

drug users at Prague. Due Mravčík et al. (2015), the estimate is, that there was a 15 700 

intravenous drug users at Prague in 2014 (7 500 pervitin users, 2 500 heroin users and 

5 700 buprenorphine users). And that they spend about 15,5 millions of syringes every year 

(Švůgerová, 2015). But the data in Annual report on drug situation 2014 says, there was 

only 2, 6 millions of syringes distributed (Mravčík et al., 2015). This means, that Prague 

intravenous drug users spend many more syringes, that are distributed by low-treshold 

services and pharmacies. That is a reason of charting of the behaviour of drug users in 

connection with application of addictive substance, especially how the consuption of 

injecting material is connected with single type of drug user. 

Aims: The main aim of the thesis is to find out the frequency of drug application in 

intravenous drug users and to estimate the total consumption of injecting materialial 

depended on single of users typology (used drugs, frequncy of contact with harm reduction 

services…) 

Research sample: The sample consists of 155 clients of harm reduction services at Prague 

(3 contact centers and 3 streetwork programs). All of the respondents stated the 

intravenous drug using in last year. 

Methods: For the realisation of the research, the quantitative method was used. The data 

were obtained by structured questionnaire, then processed by MS Excel and the amount of 

syringes was calculated arithmeticaly in this program. Results were descibed by descriptive 

statistics. 

Results: The rough overall consuption of injection material by drug users at Prague is 

between 14 and 16 millions of syringes in a year. The distribution, how is it presented in 

Annual report on drug situation 2014 then constitutes in 16,6 – 19 % of these numbers. 

Prague injecting users mostly often do not share the syringes. Only 8 % stated, that they 

shared the needle with someone else in the last week. Conversely, the sharing of their own 

needle, stated 48 % of respondents (75 people). The frequency of re-using their own, not 

aseptic, needle usually 2 times a week. 36,1 % of clients of exchange services needs more 

than one needle to have a succesfull application (usually two). The higher consumption of 

syringes occurs in polydrug users (five pieces a day). The average weekly consumption is 

19 pieces, and there is weekly average of 93 pieces of syringes, when we sum averages of 

single types of users. Annualy, it is almost 5 thousands of needles. 

Summary: The purpose and the aims of this thesis were fulfilled. The calculated real 

consumption of syringes exceed the officially presented numbers of distributed material by 

exchange programs many times. This research can provide important informations to help 

low-treshold services to improve their effectivness. 
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