Summary

This diploma thesis explores the perspective of Nobel Peace Prize laureate Ales
Bjaljacki on the issue of the Belarusian civil society, particularly in the realm of human rights
and human rights organizations of civil sector. These organizations have been operating in
Belarus since the late 20th century and have consistently faced pressure and repression from
the Belarusian regime of Alexander Lukashenko. The theoretical section is focused on
defining contemporary concepts of civil society and addressing the inclusion of the Belarusian
civil society within existing definitions. The practical section consists of an analysis of an
interview with Ales Bjaljacki. It examines what the respondent considers key factors in the
development of civil society, how he assesses the influence of the political situation on the
Belarusian civil society, and his views on its past and future. Ales Bjaljacki perspective in this
work is contrasted with the views of the author Andrew Wilson, who analyses the Belarusian
civil society in the book "Belarus: The Last European Dictatorship." Additionally, Bjaljacki
viewpoint in this work is compared with the opinions of various other authors who have
researched civil society in Belarus, and their main findings are presented in the books "Civil

society in Belarus 2000-2015, Collection of texts." a ,,Majstrounja. History of one miracle®.



