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ADDITIONAL WRITTEN COMMENTS 

Reviewer 1 
This is an interesting thesis on a topic, which deserves attention but has been dramatically 
understudied, i.e. how fundamental rights – here the right of abortion – can be politicised and 
voted on. The context is the legal-political edifice of US constitutional debate, and specifically the 
Supreme Court´s relatively recent overturning of Roe vs. Wade. The author does a solid job to 
venture out to realms of political philosophy to explain liberal and communitarian concepts of the 
state. Subsequently, it is linked to the U.S. political and constitutional setting. What is explored, 
inevitably, is the administrative control and federal/federated division of political power in the 
US, which has impacted dramatically on this issue area. I lack more thorough research design in 
this thesis, which would further solidify the main lines of research. On the other hand, I value the 
utilisation of human security and through it, the connection to security studies. It may have come 
earlier though. As for the formatting, style, formal requirements, all is in order here.   
Reviewer 2 
I agree with the first reviewer's assessment and in particular regarding the suggested improvement 
on research design and structuring of the dissertation. The link to a security framework comes late 
and could have been a framing device throughout. This should not detract, however, from what is 
otherwise a very good piece of work. 
 

 
 
 


