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The student began by introducing her thesis topic and explaining her
motivation, which derived from an empirical puzzle. Then, she
discussed her choice of theory, showing how rationality-based
theories would not have worked in her context, thus going instead for
a social theory. Next, the student showed her research question and
showed how her hypotheses were partly derived from liberal theories
but how she made sure to ensure that it was not unduly influenced by
rationalism. Moving on to case studies, the student explained her
choice and indicated what factors she considered in her work,
including the strategic culture. Having discussing her findings, the
student presented what conclusions she drew from the patterns in
data, highlighting identified differences between the two case
studies. She also reflected on how her hypotheses were impacted by
the data. Moving on to reviews. One critique was that the student did
not show linkages between different methodological approaches. The
student found these clear but recognized that it could have been
better clarified. Another critique was about theory combination and
domestic dynamics. The student commented that her work did not
deal so much with internal dynamics to ensure that the work stayed
focused. The importance of the dynamics of course was there,
however. The committee asked about the student's definition of
strategic culture. The student reviewed different approaches and
pinpointed a narrow approach. The committee followed up with a
discussion about causality, cautioning against using it in especially
constructivist works. Another committee member suggested that
there were ways she could engage with internal dynamics.
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