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The Defense Committee Chair welcomed present committee
members and all participants.

The Defense Committee Chair initiated the defense by verbal
statements confirming (i) that a satisfactory number of Defense
Committee Members were present, (ii) that the student fulfilled all
the requirements as listed in the Study and Examination Code of
Charles University.

The Defense Committee Chair introduced all committee members
and asked Petr Pleticha to present his dissertation thesis. Petr Pleticha
briefly described the main findings of the dissertation. Afterwards,
Petr Pleticha focused on the 2nd chapter, "Heterogeneity of Returns
to Bussiness R&D: What Makes a Difference?" in more detail.

After reading the referees' (appointed by the Graduation Council)
comments, an open discussion followed. During the discussion, Petr
Pleticha satisfactorily answered all the questions from the audience.
During the Defense Committee voting, Petr Pleticha and the
audience left the room, and then committee members voted.

Question: The industrial data used and methodology does not allow
strong causal claims. Are there any examples of data and
methodology that could be used?

Answer: There are companies focusing on GVC. They have more
detailed data available. There is also firm level data allowing looking
into causal effects, however, we would not be able to study
heterogeneity with that dataset.

The committee members were satisfied with the answer.

Question: Do you have firm-level data available which would allow
spatial analysis?
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Answer: I do not have access to this data.
The committee members were satisfied with the answer.
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