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Evaluation 

Overview of the Thesis The thesis examines the role of patron-client relationships 

in the context of ethnic cleansing, focusing on the First Nagorno-Karabakh War 

(1988-1994) as the primary case study. It seeks to extend Michael Mann's theory 

of ethnic cleansing, which emphasizes the impact of democratization and ethno-

nationalist interpretations of democracy. The study introduces the patron-client 

model from international relations theory as a valuable addition to Mann's 

framework. 

Major Criteria: 

 Research Question 

The thesis presents a well-defined research question, addressing the role of patron-

client relationships in ethnic cleansing. It aligns with existing scholarship on ethnic 

conflicts. 

Theoretical Framework:  

The theoretical framework section is a notable strength of the thesis. It introduces 

Michael Mann's theory of ethnic cleansing, emphasizing the impact of 

democratization and ethno-nationalist interpretations of democracy. The 

incorporation of the patron-client model from international relations theory is a 

valuable addition, offering a fresh perspective on the role of external actors in 

shaping conflicts. This section effectively establishes the foundation for the study 

and provides a clear framework for analysis. 

Methodology, Analysis, Argument: 

One notable limitation in the thesis is the relatively limited discussion of the 

research methods and data sources. While it mentions data from various sources, 

there is a lack of detail regarding the methodology employed for data collection 

and analysis. Providing more insight into the research methods would enhance the 

thesis's transparency and academic rigor. Additionally, a clearer explanation of the 

criteria used to select the case study (the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict) would be 

beneficial. 

The examination of the First Nagorno-Karabakh War is comprehensive and well-

researched. It includes an in-depth analysis of various aspects of the conflict, such 

as the Russo-Armenian, Turkey-Azerbaijan, and Armenia-Nagorno-Karabakh 

relationships. 
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The thesis is organized logically, with clearly defined sections that build upon one 

another. Each section contributes to the overall argument and maintains a 

consistent focus on the research question. 

The presentation of data is well-structured and aligned with the research question. 

The thesis divides the analysis into five distinct parts, following the chronological 

development of the First Nagorno-Karabakh War. Each part effectively builds on 

the previous one, providing a comprehensive narrative of the conflict. However, 

while the sections are informative and detailed, they could benefit from more 

explicit connections to the theoretical framework, explaining how the events 

discussed relate to the concepts of patron-client relationships and ethnic cleansing. 

The results section offers a clear assessment of the findings within the context of 

the thesis's research question. It effectively demonstrates the role of patron-client 

relationships in the escalation of ethnic cleansing during the Nagorno-Karabakh 

conflict. The analysis of various cases, such as Armenia-Nagorno-Karabakh and 

Russia-Armenia, provides valuable insights into the complexities of external 

influence in conflicts. However, the section's strength is somewhat undermined by 

limited exploration of negative cases, where patron-client relationships did not 

lead to ethnic cleansing, which could provide a more well-rounded perspective. 

Strengths: 

This is a very well-researched piece of scholarship. It is very well theorized, and at 

the same time, is very readable and engaging.  

Weaknesses: 

This thesis really needs a more extensive discussion of methodology, data 

collection, and how the analysis was conducted. This would improve it. 

There was a lack of broader comparative analysis. The discussion reveals the 

potential application of the model to other cases. It needs to explore some negative 

cases, where this model does not apply. 

Also, the Works Cited or References is very short for a work of this scope. 

Suggested grade: 88/B 
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