Abstract

How does the presence of a patron-client relation contribute the onset of ethnic cleansing? There
has been a growing body of literature examining the complexities of ethnic cleansing as a
concept and the various determinants that contribute to the onset of such phenomenon. Michael
Mann'’s theorization that ethnic cleansing occurs when the democratization process is
weaponized by political elites seeking to maintain their power, resulting in the egalitarian and
inclusive principals of democracy being supplanted by an exclusionary, ethno-nationalist
conception of the nation-state. I argue that the incorporation of the patron-client model of
international relations would build upon Mann’s theorization of ethnic cleansing by providing a
more in-depth understanding of how military aid and ideological legitimacy from a patron state
contributes to a state adopting the violent and exclusionary policy of ethnic cleansing. A case
study of the First Nagorno-Karabakh War (1988-1994) confirms the importance of analyzing
existing patron-client relations, as the Armenian political elite, intelligentsia, and military aid

played a significant role in the escalation of the conflict into ethnic cleansing.



