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Evaluation
Major criteria:

The aim of the thesis according to the author is to evaluate recent changes in
bilateral relations between the Czech Republic and Taiwan. The central research
question is: “How has the change in bilateral relations been reflected in Taiwan?”
(pp- 20, 21). The author focuses on two assumptions included in two hypotheses:
“The improvement of bilateral relations will continue to be visible from the side of
Taiwan™ (H1, p. 21) and “The change in the Czech-Taiwanese relations will be
manifested in the political, economic and societal aspects.” (H2, p. 21).
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To verify these two hypotheses the author uses a qualitative content analysis for
textual data (see chapter 3.1.1) and a descriptive analysis for numerical data (see
chapter 3.1.2); for the detailed comments see below.

The topic of the reflection of Czech - Taiwanese relations and their improvements
allowed author not to analyze the “real” improvements of these relations and in
this respect, he could be grounded in the works of many authors whose results of
analysis he reviewed in the Chapter 2 (pp. 11 — 20). Some author’s conclusions
concerning the importance of democratic values show how literature review
helped to cope with this issue: “Milos Vystrcil's visit to Taiwan underscored the
importance of supporting democratic values and contributed to the evolving
Czech-Taiwanese relationship. * (p. 13).

The main aim of Wen-Yu Chen is to show the changes in perceptions and attitudes
of Taiwanese politicians and diplomats and later also other subjects in business
and public opinion. For that picture is important how the author described the role
of mass media: ,,7he media's influence on public perception extends beyond direct
associations. “(p. 16) and in this respect how his view and conclusions are based
on the literature - for example (Brewer et al., 2003).

The relatively short period (2013-2023) which Wen-Yu Chen analyzed doesn’t
allow him to give also examples from the earlier period of Czech — Taiwanese
relations in the field of trade, innovations and even science. In the field of
scientific cooperation, the Czech Science Agency started bilateral collaboration
with  Taiwan on the highest possible level already in  2008.
(https://gacr.cz/en/overview/bilateral-cooperation/).

The methodology which Wen-Yu Chen uses consists of two basic parts —
qualitative content analysis and descriptive analysis. He performed content
analysis in the political and societal aspects. He supported his analytical model by
a lot of current literature sources (pp. 22-23). Using descriptive analysis (pp. 27-
28...) he observed the trends over time in political, economic, and societal aspects.

In chapter 4 (starts at p. 42) author presents the outcomes of the research in three
levels: political, economic, and societal. In the conclusions (p. 55-57) he
summarized and reflected results of his study. One of the important statements in
the conclusion said: ,,4// things considered, the evolving Czech-Taiwanese
relations have shown progress on multiple levels within. However, the extent of
improvement between the two countries might significantly depend on the stances
of governments in office, particularly the Czech government. “ (p. 56).
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I see the biggest shortcoming of the thesis in lack of direct links to the
methodology which Wen-Yu Chen applied. It is really very difficult to find
specific links to the methodological section (on pages 22 — 28) in the text of
analysis and results. Similar situation is also with the use of theories. The author
declares that he uses liberalism and constructivism as his theoretical framework (p.
8), but explicit application of those theories in the main part of the thesis (mainly
chapter 4) is missing.

Minor criteria:

The analytical part of the text is well-written and comprehensive. Also, the
grammar and logical structuring of the thesis is satisfactory. It is easy to
understand thoughts of the author. The thesis is equipped with the list of sources.
The figures and tables are included in the main text.

However, some important bibliographic information in the list is not complete:
missing page numbers and volumes of the scientific journal — the example Gilboa
E., 2002 (see p. 59); Fiott, D., 2011 — page numbers of the article are missing (see
p. 59); Batora, J., 2010 — online papers, here the internet link is missing (see p. 58)

The use of quotations appears not to meet all formal requirements: sometimes the
quotations are completely missing (p. 28), or, in case of internet sources, it is
necessary to mention the date when the author used/studied the particular source.

Overall evaluation:

The quality of the thesis is above the average. The text demonstrates author’s
well understanding of the topic of Czech-Taiwanese relations in the 21%
century. The original research results of the thesis are mainly in chapter 4.
Research hypotheses are based on liberalism and constructivism (p. 8; H1 and
H2 — p. 21). The deficiency of the thesis is, that the author did not applied the
theories in the research part of the thesis. Methodological part is written in a
concise, useful and understandable style. In Chapter 4 he summarises the
data and mentions the relevant answers on the research questions, but did not
included, how the results relate to the theoretical framework, which he
studied and mentioned in proceeding parts. However, I think that the thesis
convincingly explains the progress in the Czech-Taiwanese relations on the
political, economic, and societal levels and the perception in the Taiwan
public and media.

Question for the MA thesis defense:
I will appreciate if Wen-Yu Chen during the defense of his thesis could enlarge

and diversify results and conclusions which he mentioned only briefly on pages
55-57.
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