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Abstract

This thesis aims to shed light on how the evolving Czech-Taiwanese relationship has been
reflected in Taiwan. The research encompasses a diverse range of data sources, including
governmental foreign affairs annual reports, government-funded scholarships, trade and
investment flows, media coverage from selected Taiwanese news outlets, and individual
movements between the Czech Republic and Taiwan. With qualitative content analysis and

descriptive analysis, the study endeavors to provide conclusive answers to the research question.

Given the consideration of the unavailability of research on recent developments in Czech
Republic-Taiwan relations, as well as the bilateral relationship itself, this study is poised to
identify and evaluate any significant changes in their ties. The research will focus on examining
how these changes in bilateral relations have been manifested and perceived in Taiwan. The
temporal scope of the thesis spans from 2013 to 2023, encompassing a decade of crucial

developments in the Czech-Taiwanese relationship.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

The Czech Republic has been more discussed than before in Taiwan domestically since the
visit of the Czech Senate President Milo§ Vystr¢il in 2020. During the stay of Mr. Vystr¢il and
the delegation he led, news media focuses were on how they attempted to open dialogues and
collaborate in diverse fields, furthermore, how Taiwan and the Czech Republic, two
democracies, could collaborate as like-minded partners (Ministry of Foreign Affairs Taiwan,
2020, para. 2). While the dialogues and conversations between Taiwan and the Czech Republic
have been ongoing, it is to be seen whether and how these plans to collaborate in various fields
will be carried out, especially after China’s investment plans in the Czech Republic became
controversial (Garlick, 2020). This study aims to find out the actual influences and development
of the change of bilateral relations. The introduction chapter will provide an overview of this
research by a discussion of the background to the study, followed by the research problem,

research aims, objectives and question, the significance and lastly the limitations.

Because of the complexity of the political stance of Taiwanese sovereignty, Taiwan has
been struggling to function as a state on the international stage. Since the visit of the Czech
Senate President, Milo§ Vystr¢il in 2020, Czech-Taiwanese interactions became increasingly
visible and more frequent on news media. The changing point of the bilateral relationship has
unique features, as Mr. Vystr¢il not only highlighted that democracies ought to support each
other, he also said that he was honored to visit Taiwan as a representative of the Czech
Republic’s parliament (Ministry of Foreign Affairs Taiwan, 2020, para. 3). Furthermore, as the
pace of interaction increased, the Czech Republic spoke for Taiwan on various occasions on the

international stage as one of the few countries openly supporting Taiwan.

The key theories applied in this research include constructivism and liberalism in terms of
diplomacy and parliamentary diplomacy as well as the increasing Taiwanese media focus on the
change in the Czech-Taiwanese relations. The knowledge and information disseminated to the
public can significantly influence the dynamics of bilateral relations. Therefore, it is crucial to
consider the existing literature on public diplomacy in this research. As the improving
Czech-Taiwanese relations are a recent change, relying solely on the mentioned literature and
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theories may not be sufficient for a comprehensive analysis. To address this, it is essential to
consider a combination of both the existing literature and relevant theories to address this matter

adequately.

Since the change in Czech-Taiwanese relations started to be visible and much more
discussed among the general public after the visit of Mr. Vystr¢il, there is inadequate academic
research about the change relating to the two states or the bilateral relationship in general.
Taking into account the absence of research regarding the recent development between the
Czech Republic and Taiwan, this study will aim to identify and investigate the existent change
of the bilateral relations.

While the dialogues and conversations between Taiwan and the Czech Republic have
begun, it is to be seen whether and how these plans to collaborate in various fields will be
carried out, especially after China’s investment plans in the Czech Republic became
controversial (Garlick, 2020). I would like to ask and investigate the research question of how
the change in bilateral relations has been reflected in Taiwan.

Based on the insights from liberalism and constructivism literature, this research formulates
two research hypotheses. First, it is assumed that the improvement of the bilateral relationship
between the Czech Republic and Taiwan will continue. Secondly, the change in the
Czech-Taiwanese relations will be manifested in the following aspects: economic, societal, and

political.

In order to answer the research question and test the hypotheses, this research provides
analysis of the developments since the change of the bilateral relations. The theoretical
framework of the analysis is based on liberalism and constructivism, especially views on foreign
affairs. The beliefs supporting and expression of democracy are some of the major drivers for

the Czech Republic to strengthen ties with Taiwan.

The methodology applied in this research features qualitative content analysis and
descriptive analysis. The sources of data are mainly official governmental reports, investment and
trade flows, coverage of the Czech Republic by the Taiwanese news media and Taiwanese
nationals traveling from Taiwan to the Czech Republic and Czech nationals traveling to Taiwan.
To observe how the change in the bilateral relations has reflected in Taiwan, the timeframe of the
descriptive empirics as well as numerical statistics will be including data from 2013 to present
(2022/2023). Some data is collected only from 2018 to present due to the availability of data. All
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data mentioned above will be collected from different bureaus, agencies or ministries of the
Taiwanese governments, except for the news articles will be collected from the selected
Taiwanese news media. News media article collection includes the top 5 online and offline news
media in Taiwan. Depending on the availability, an aim of 20 articles in each year with an
inclusion of the Czech Republic will be collected and analyzed.

This research will examine the accessible data that is relevant to the bilateral relationship
where development has been observed since 2013. This will help address the lack of research on
the Czech-Taiwanese relations and offer answers to how the change has been translated into
anything political, economic, or societal.

Through the analysis of empirics, the findings can be summarized as follows. The
reflection of the change in the bilateral relations in Taiwan can be mostly seen as the interaction
between the two countries has become more frequent as political and societal data indicated.
However, this does not yet translate into economic exchange as trade flow and investment flow
have not been observed any trends of increases. Yet, with ongoing development in the bilateral

relations, it can be expected that the Czech-Taiwanese relations will continue to improve.

Nevertheless, this study is faced with limitations regarding the timeframe, accessibility of
data, and the overall political environment. As the change of Czech-Taiwanese relations started
to be prominently discussed and observed only after the visit of Milo§ Vystr¢il in 2020, the
observing time is limited. Thus, there is insufficient data to evaluate the development in the long
term. For instance, in such a short amount of time, it is difficult to interpret the implementation
of governmental policies and changes in the investment and trade flows. Secondly, some of the
data is not accessible and therefore not included and analyzed in this research, such as
closed-door political and business meetings. Lastly, after the visit of the Czech Senate President,
there were other Czech and Taiwanese politicians that resonated with Milo§ Vystr¢il or even
also planned visit trips to the other country. This interaction at the political and business level is
not necessarily lasting because the political environment can become different. For instance,
when the visit took place in 2020, there was opposition against the visit by different parties
ranging from civilians to politicians, but the supporting voices were prominent as well. When
the Czech delegation led by Milo§ Vystr¢il visited Taiwan, China threatened that the Czech
Republic would have to “pay a heavy price” (Herszenhorn, 2020; Aspinwall, 2020). Despite the

threat, the visit still took place. If the political environment would vary, it could be possible that



the opposition would be much stronger and perhaps be impactful to a decision that is similar to
this very trip.

The research is structured as follows. In the introductory chapter, the context of the
research has been summarized with research aim, question and hypotheses. Following the
introduction is chapter two, where existing literature will be reviewed to identify the nature and
the development of the change in the Czech-Taiwanese relations. Afterwards, theoretical
framework and hypothesis follow. Chapter three goes the methodology, data collection and
analysis. Chapter four includes the results of the research analysis where empirics will be
interpreted. Next, chapter five concludes the results that summarize the findings, followed by the

conclusion chapter at the end.
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Chapter 2

Literature Review & Theoretical Framework

The recent years have witnessed a significant transformation in Czech-Taiwanese relations,
particularly following the visit of Czech Senate President Milo§ Vystr¢il in 2020. This shift has
prompted the need for a comprehensive analysis of the evolving dynamics between the two
nations. The catalyst for this development was a parliamentary representative who championed
democratic values in international cooperation.

This chapter aims to investigate and categorize the multifaceted changes observed in
various realms, including politics, business, and society. Despite the distinct nature of this
bilateral relationship, there is limited research dedicated specifically to its development.
Therefore, this study aims to bridge existing research and literature, drawing upon the
perspectives of liberalism and constructivism in foreign policy analysis, as well as the unique
positioning of Taiwan in international politics and relations. Additionally, it will incorporate
insights from parliamentary diplomacy and public diplomacy to shed light on the evolving
nature of Czech-Taiwanese relations.

Moreover, the chapter will explore the role and influence of the media, which is believed to
have played a noteworthy role in facilitating the improvement of the relationship. By
undertaking this research, it is anticipated that this chapter will make a valuable contribution to

the academic and political discourse surrounding the emerging Czech-Taiwanese relations.

2.1 Literature Review

Background: Taiwan on the international stage

The historical context of the One-China policy has resulted in Taiwan's isolation in the
international community, with only 13 countries maintaining official diplomatic relations
(Swaine, 2004; Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2023). In this context, the visit of Milo§ Vystr¢il’s
high-level delegation in 2020 carries significant weight in Taiwan's foreign affairs. This visit
takes on particular importance when considering the existing literature on the unique position of

Taiwan in international politics and relations (Campbell and Mitchell, 2001).
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The literature highlights the importance of such visits and interactions for Taiwan, given its
limited international recognition and engagement. By analyzing and examining the implications
of the Czech Senate President's visit, we can gain valuable insights into how the development of

bilateral relations is reflected upon Taiwan.

2.1.1. Democracy and its values

Despite opposition from the Czech President and the Chinese government, Mr. Vystrcil’s
visit to Taiwan marked a significant event in the context of supporting democratic values and
promoting economic development (Hopf, 1998; Posaner, 2020; Lazarova, 2020). To understand
the importance of norms, values, and social identities in the development of Czech-Taiwanese

relations, the perspectives of liberalism and constructivism in foreign affairs are employed.

The visit of Milo§ Vystréil to Taiwan can be understood as an affirmation of the democratic
peace theory from the liberalism’s view on international affairs. Thus, Mr. Vystr¢il 's visit can
be seen as a reflection of evolving norms and changing attitudes towards recognizing Taiwan's
democratic government. Democratic states are less likely to engage in conflict with one another,
as they share common norms and values that promote peaceful relations between them (Doyle,
1986). By publicly demonstrating support for Taiwan's democratic system, Mr. Vystr¢il aimed
to strengthen ties between the Czech Republic and Taiwan, based on the shared commitment to
democratic principles. This aligns with the liberal belief that democratic states are more inclined

to cooperate and form alliances with fellow democracies (Oneal & Russett, 1997).

During his speech, Milo§ Vystr¢il emphasized the significance of supporting democratic
values, even in the face of opposition from Czech President Milo§ Zeman (Vystr¢il, 2020).
Finnemore argues that norms, such as recognition, are socially constructed and can change over
time through collective action (Finnemore and Sikkink, 1998). Mr. Vystr¢il’s visit to Taiwan
challenges the prevailing norm of non-recognition of Taiwan's government by high-ranking
foreign officials, particularly in the face of opposition from China as China threatened to

retaliate (Herszenhorn, 2020).

A similar situation happened again when the Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies, Markéta
Pekarova Adamova, announced her plan to visit in March 2023. The Chinese authority
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expressed opposition towards her plan, calling it a “wrongful decision” (Chamber of Deputies
Parliament of the Czech Republic, 2023; Prague Morning, 2023). This act of recognition and
engagement aims to reshape the normative context surrounding Taiwan's international status and
influence other actors to reconsider their own approaches. This visit encapsulated the importance
of shared norms, ideational forces, and the role of identity for the Czech Republic as a modern
democratic country, as noted by Kaarbo. Furthermore, Smith’s (2001) social constructivism
aligns with the foreign policy analysis and ideological background that drove Milo§ Vystr¢il's

decision to visit Taiwan, ultimately becoming a turning point in Czech-Taiwanese relations.

Following the 2020 Czech delegation,, political dialogue between the Czech Republic and
Taiwan continued, with several politicians expressing their support and appreciation for
democracy (Sang, 2022; Yang, 2023; Lau, 2023; Taipei Economic and Cultural Office Prague,
2022). The interaction between the two countries highlights the prominence of democratic

values and support articulated by various political actors.

In conclusion, Milo§ Vystr¢il's visit to Taiwan underscored the importance of supporting
democratic values and contributed to the evolving Czech-Taiwanese relationship. The
involvement of political actors in promoting democratic norms and values demonstrates the

significance of ideational forces and social identities in shaping bilateral relations.

2.1.2 Parliamentary Diplomacy

The shift in bilateral relations between the Czech Republic and Taiwan began with a
significant event—the visit of the President of the Czech Senate. Despite facing opposition from
Czech President Milo§ Zeman, the visit marked a notable turning point in the relationship.
Notably, the initiative for this change came from a parliamentary representative, challenging the

traditional notion that diplomacy is solely the domain of the executive branch.

In recent years, there has been a growing recognition of the blurring boundaries between
domestic and international affairs, leading to a more integrated approach where parliamentarians
consider various factors in shaping diplomatic relations. This evolving landscape of diplomacy
challenges the conventional view that parliamentary involvement is limited to scrutinizing the

executive branch. Instead, it encompasses elements of what is often considered "traditional
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diplomacy" (Weisglas and de Boer, 2007). In the case of Czech-Taiwanese relations,
parliamentary diplomacy entails promoting democracy and fostering diverse forms of

cooperation between the two states.

Scholars and researchers have highlighted a transformation in international politics,
indicating that foreign affairs are no longer exclusively conducted by the executive government
(Krotz and Mabher, 2011). The complexities of modern foreign affairs necessitate the integration
of democratic decision-making into the formulation of foreign policies (Weisglas and de Boer,
2007; Batora, 2010; Tiri and Jance, 2018). This paradigm shift has provided parliamentarians
with the legitimacy to actively participate in international politics, as evidenced by the proactive
visits of the Czech Senate President, the Taiwanese Legislative Yuan Speaker and the Speaker
of the Chamber of Deputies, Markéta Pekarovd Adamova, all of whom are parliamentary
representatives (Office of the President Republic of China (Taiwan), 2023; Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Taiwan, 2023; Sebok, 2023). Sayfullaev (2016) emphasizes that parliamentary
diplomacy facilitates dialogue and mutual understanding, which can be seen by improving

Czech-Taiwanese relations.

Fiott's research (2011) sheds further light on the importance of inter-state level
parliamentary interaction in advancing bilateral relations. This type of friendship enables
informal exchanges, the sharing of experiences and expertise, promoting dialogue, and
ultimately fostering mutual understanding. The interactions between Czech Senate President
Milos§ Vystréil and Taiwanese Legislative Yuan Speaker You Shi-Kun exemplify the benefits
derived from such inter-state parliamentary friendship. In contrast to traditional diplomatic
activities such as cabinet meetings or official diplomatic delegation visits, parliamentary
diplomacy offers a more pragmatic and sustainable approach to building trust and understanding
by leveraging informal channels (Fiott, 2011). Tiri and Jance (2018) argue that the flexibility of
parliamentarians in diplomatic scenarios makes parliamentary diplomacy a valuable complement
to government-led diplomacy. Furthermore, the existence of parliamentary diplomacy inherently
supports and promotes democratic values, as parliamentarians are in power because of the
democratic election system. Despite the fact that parliamentarians have less powerful executive
power, there is still some form of parliamentary accountability (Tiri and Jance, 2018). This is
opposed to the parliaments in authoritarian regimes where opposition can be proscribed and the

position of parliamentarians and the general operation of the parliaments are more obscure
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(Malesky and Schuler, 2010). This further underscores the notion that democracy plays a pivotal

role in enhancing bilateral relationships.

However, it is crucial to acknowledge that parliamentary diplomacy is a relatively recent
concept that has gained prominence in the past few decades. Parliaments generally possess less
power on the international stage compared to governments, as their authority is often limited to
budgetary legislative powers rather than executive decision-making (Weisglas and de Boer,
2007). Consequently, there may be concerns regarding the effectiveness of parliamentary-led
delegations from the Czech Republic and Taiwan and their ability to engage in substantive and
fruitful discussions. Nevertheless, the evolving nature of diplomacy and the growing recognition
of the role parliamentarians play in international affairs suggest that parliamentary diplomacy
holds the potential to offer a nuanced and long-term approach to building trust and

understanding between nations.

To sum up, the Czech Republic and Taiwan have experienced a significant shift in their
bilateral relations, with parliamentary diplomacy playing a prominent role. The initiative taken
by the Senate President highlights the changing dynamics of diplomacy, where parliamentarians
are increasingly involved in shaping international relations. The integration of democratic
decision-making and the fostering of inter-state parliamentary friendships have contributed to
the improvement of Czech-Taiwanese relations. While parliamentary diplomacy is a relatively
new concept, its potential to supplement government diplomacy and promote dialogue and

understanding should not be underestimated.

2.1.3 The Role and Influence of Media

Media plays a multifaceted role in shaping the development of Czech-Taiwanese relations,
influencing public perceptions, and facilitating bilateral communication. The media serves as a
crucial platform for information dissemination and public opinion formation, playing a

significant role in fostering a positive image of the Czech Republic in Taiwan.

News coverage serves as a vital source of information, enabling the Taiwanese public to
stay informed about the evolving dynamics of Czech-Taiwanese relations. The media reports on
significant events, such as the visit of the Czech Senate President to Taiwan. Through news

reports, Taiwanese citizens gain insights into the Czech Republic's support for Taiwan's
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democratic values, despite opposition from both the Czech President and the Chinese

government (McQuail, 2010).

Exposure to news coverage has been found to significantly impact public opinion and
knowledge about foreign countries(Manheim and Albritton, 1984; Perry, 1985; Brewer et al.,
2003). In the Czech-Taiwanese case, positive news about the Czech Republic's support for
Taiwan and its stance on democracy has likely contributed to a favorable impression of the

Czech Republic on Taiwanese citizens.

The media's influence on public perception extends beyond direct associations. The concept
of priming or framing suggests that media coverage can influence how people think about a
target by making certain information more accessible and memorable (Brewer et al., 2003). In
the context of Czech-Taiwanese relations, positive news coverage regarding the Czech
Republic's support for Taiwan's democracy primes the audience to perceive the Czech Republic

in a positive light.

Research consistently highlights the strong relationship between media coverage of foreign
countries and public perception (Lee and Hong, 2012; Wanta, Golan, and Lee, 2004). In the case
of Czech-Taiwanese relations, positive media coverage of events such as the Czech Republic's
donation of vaccines and subsequent bilateral exchanges has likely contributed to a favorable

perception of the Czech Republic among Taiwanese citizens.

Media also facilitates bilateral communication and understanding. Gilboa (2002) and
Melissen (2005) highlight the role of media in promoting public diplomacy and enhancing
cross-cultural understanding. News reports provide insights into the progress and positive
developments in Czech-Taiwanese relations, facilitating a more informed and engaged public

discourse.

Furthermore, studies on media diplomacy emphasize the importance of media interactions
in shaping international relations. Gilboa (2008) explores the role of media diplomacy in
international conflicts and argues that media can influence perceptions and actions in both
domestic and foreign audiences. In the case of Czech-Taiwanese relations, positive media
coverage of bilateral exchanges and cooperation can contribute to building trust and fostering

closer ties.
16



All things considered, the media plays a vital role in shaping the development of
Czech-Taiwanese relations. Through news coverage, the media act as a source of information,
sharing developments and fostering a favorable perception of the Czech Republic among
Taiwanese citizens. The media's influence on public perception, as evidenced by studies on
priming, framing, and media diplomacy, further contributes to the positive image of the Czech
Republic. Additionally, media coverage facilitates bilateral communication and understanding,

promoting dialogue and cooperation between the Czech Republic and Taiwan.

2.1.4 Public Diplomacy

Public diplomacy has come a long way in its theoretical development, but its definition and
application have been flexible and dynamic. Diplomacy is often described as “direct
communication with foreign peoples with the aim of affecting their thinking and ultimately that
of their governments” (Malone 1985; Gilboa 2008). Melissen (2005) emphasizes the importance
of dialogue, engagement, and building relationships with diverse stakeholders beyond traditional
diplomatic channels. In the context of Czech-Taiwanese relations, it can be observed that the
Czech Republic utilizing public diplomacy strategies to express support for Taiwan's democratic
values and forge closer ties. On the other hand, responses from the Taiwanese side also showed
similar traits when the Taiwanese Legislative Yuan Speaker, You Shi-Kun, paid a visit to Prague
and had meetings with the Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies, Markéta Pekarova Adamova,
the Mayor of Prague, Zden¢k Hiib, and leadership of both chambers of the Parliaments (Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office, Prague, 2022; Chiang, 2022 ).

The visit of the Czech Senate President Milo§ Vystrcil to Taiwan exemplifies the principles
of the new public diplomacy. By openly defying opposition and demonstrating solidarity with
Taiwan, the Czech Republic engaged in public diplomacy efforts that aimed to convey a
message of shared values and support for democracy. This act of public diplomacy helped shape
a positive perception of the Czech Republic among the Taiwanese public and fostered mutual

understanding and goodwill.

Melissen's work also emphasizes the role of non-state actors and civil society in public
diplomacy. In the context of Czech-Taiwanese relations, the participation of various non-state

actors, such as media organizations, think tanks, and cultural exchange programs, play a role in
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enhancing bilateral understanding and cooperation. These actors contribute to the exchange of
ideas, cultural experiences, and people-to-people contacts, which are essential elements of public

diplomacy.

Furthermore, Melissen highlights the significance of digital technologies and social media
in modern public diplomacy. In the case of Czech-Taiwanese relations, social media platforms
have played a crucial role in disseminating information, shaping narratives, and fostering public
engagement. The digital sphere has provided a platform for both governments and individuals to
express their views, share experiences, and engage in dialogue, thereby contributing to the
deepening of Czech-Taiwanese relations. Nye (2008) emphasizes the role of culture and values
in shaping a nation's soft power. The cultural exchange programs, educational scholarships, and
other initiatives that have emerged as part of the bettering Czech-Taiwanese relations contribute
to mutual understanding and appreciation of each other's cultures. This cultural diplomacy helps
to foster a positive perception of the Czech Republic and Taiwan, thereby strengthening their

soft power.

Nye's ideas on the role of public diplomacy and soft power in international relations
provide a lens through which we can understand the dynamics of the improving
Czech-Taiwanese relationship (Nye, 2008). The Czech Republic's use of soft power tools, such
as cultural exchanges and public diplomacy initiatives, aligns with Nye's framework and
contributes to the enhancement of its influence and attractiveness. By embracing public
diplomacy and leveraging their soft power resources, both the Czech Republic and Taiwan have
the opportunity to strengthen their bilateral relations and project their shared values and

principles to the international community.

At the same time, literature regarding public diplomacy would also be used to analyze the
change and the impacts as a matter of the special stance of Taiwan (Wiseman, 2019). Taiwanese
people responded to the change of attitudes from the Czech Republic by showing more interests
in the country (Kertzer and Zeitzoff, 2017; Snow, 2020). Kertzer and Zeitzoff (2017) also argue
that individuals' opinions on foreign policy are not solely driven by rational calculations or elite
influence but are also influenced by social networks and interactions. As the Czech Republic and

Taiwan strengthen their ties, it is likely that positive experiences, interactions, and information
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exchange between individuals from both countries will contribute to a more favorable public

opinion.

The theory suggests that public opinion is not only shaped by rational calculations but also
influenced by emotions, identity, and social networks. As the Czech Republic demonstrates
support for Taiwan's democratic republic and resist opposition from China, it resonates with the
Taiwanese public who highly value democracy and sovereignty (Wiseman, 2019; Kertzer and

Zeitzoft, 2017).

2.2. Theoretical framework

The theoretical framework for analyzing the significance of the evolving Czech-Taiwanese
relations in Taiwan incorporates liberalism, constructivism, soft power, economic

interdependence, and public diplomacy.

Throughout the thesis, the views of liberalism and constructivism on foreign policies and
democratic values will be applied as the background to analyze how the change of the bilateral
relations happened and how this has impacted Taiwan. The initiative of the attitude shift from
the Czech side took place in the narrative of support for democratic and like-minded partners
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs Taiwan, 2020, para. 2), which corresponds to the ideologies of the
mentioned theories, such as social identities and shared beliefs (Oneal & Russett, 1997). Taiwan,
in turns, has responded to the shift of attitude and seized opportunities to deepen ties due to

similar socio-political identities.

Liberalism emphasizes the role of norms, values, and institutions in shaping international
relations. In the context of Czech-Taiwanese relations, the liberal perspective highlights the
importance of shared democratic values and principles. The changing attitudes and gestures
from the Czech Republic towards Taiwan can be seen as a reflection of their commitment to

democratic norms and a desire to promote democracy internationally (Moravcsik, 1997).

Constructivism focuses on the role of ideas, identities, and social interactions in shaping
foreign policy. From a constructivist standpoint, the changing Czech-Taiwanese relations can be

understood as a result of identity construction and redefinition. The Czech Republic's shift in
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attitude towards Taiwan signifies a transformation in how they perceive their own identity and
the norms they align with (Smith, 2001).

The Czech attitude shift was initially realized by Mr. Vystrcil’s delegation once they
arrived come true. Afterwards, other representatives from both the Czech and Taiwan
parliaments made subsequent visits to the other’s country, supporting strengthening ties with
each other.

Parliamentary diplomacy is another important component of the theoretical framework. The
research could contribute to how parliaments and their representatives can have influences on
foreign policies and relations. The observation of the communication and engagement between
the government officials and the public is based on public diplomacy (Melissen, 2005). For
instance, the increased offers of educational scholarships encouraged more Czech students to
visit Taiwan as a means of public diplomacy as there are more types of scholarship programs for

Czech nationals to apply.

2.3 Research Aim and Hypotheses

This research aims to identify and evaluate recent changes in bilateral relations between the
Czech Republic and Taiwan. Understanding the evolving Czech-Taiwanese relationship and its
impact on Taiwan's development requires a comprehensive examination of the nature of this
bilateral relationship. The change in bilateral relations specifically focuses on the altered attitude
and expression of the Czech Republic following the visit of the Czech Senate President in 2020.
This positive gesture has resulted in increased dialogue between the two states. Consequently,
this study focuses on the period from 2013 to the present (2022/2023), aiming to observe the
discernible differences in the political, economic, and societal aspects, with an emphasis on
Taiwanese society. Language barriers necessitate a reliance on sources of information in English
and Traditional Chinese (Mandarin), providing insights predominantly from Taiwan's
perspective. Therefore, this study primarily examines the changed Czech-Taiwanese relations as
perceived in Taiwan. In this respect, the following research question is intended to be answered

in this research:

How has the change in bilateral relations been reflected in Taiwan?
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To address this research question, two hypotheses are proposed. The literature review
identifies key drivers that have contributed to the improvement of Czech-Taiwanese relations,
including Taiwan's unique stance on the international stage as a supporter of democracy, the role
of parliamentary diplomacy, public diplomacy efforts, and the influence of media. However, due
to the recent nature of the development in bilateral relations, there is a scarcity of scholarly
discussion on this topic in the field of international politics, particularly concerning the
contemporary progress in Czech-Taiwanese relations. Consequently, further exploration is

warranted even after reviewing the existing literature.

Building upon the thesis project, the following two hypotheses are put forward:

H1: The improvement of bilateral relations between Czech Republic and Taiwan will

continue to be visible from the side of Taiwan.

While the change in bilateral relations is a recent phenomenon, empirical evidence suggests
that Taiwan has taken noticeable actions, including the implementation of diplomatic
reconciliation and the pursuit of business interests, aimed at fostering cooperation and expansion
between the two countries. These actions indicate a trajectory toward a positive long-term
development in Czech-Taiwanese relations, suggesting that the recent changes are not merely

transient fluctuations.

H2: The change in the Czech-Taiwanese relations will be manifested in the following

aspects: political, economic, and societal.

The second hypothesis builds upon the first one. It postulates that the altered bilateral
relations will be reflected in various dimensions, including the economic, societal, and political
realms. Empirical data will encompass indicators such as Czech-Taiwanese trade and investment
to gauge economic changes, news reports on the Czech Republic to assess societal impact, and
governmental annual reports to examine political implications. By analyzing the collected data,

the study aims to uncover the results of the evolution in different fields and at various levels.
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Chapter 3
Methodology

The empirical data for this study originates from 2013 to 2023, with a one-year difference
observed for certain data points due to availability constraints. It is important to note that the
data regarding Taiwanese news media reporting on the Czech Republic covers the timespan

from 2018 to 2023.
3.1. Methods

Empirics intended to be analyzed include numerical and textual data. The former will be
interpreted through descriptive analysis and the latter will be interpreted through qualitative

content analysis.

3.1.1 Qualitative Content Analysis

According to Krippendorff (2012), content analysis is defined as “a research technique for
making replicable and valid inferences from texts (or other meaningful matter) to the contexts of
their use”. To be more precise, it is closer to qualitative content analysis. Qualitative content
analysis is a set of techniques for the systematic analysis of a variety of texts addressing not only
obvious content but also the latent themes and core ideas found in their content (Drisko, J. W.
and Maschi, T., 2016). Validity and reliability are emphasized in importance in qualitative
content analysis (Mayring, 2000; Schreier, 2012; Drisko, J. W. and Maschi, T., 2016).

Qualitative content analysis is a well-suited method for interpreting data of the political and
societal aspects of the evolving bilateral relationship between Taiwan and another state. This
approach allows for the exploration of new topics and the description of complex phenomena
within an open environment, which aligns with the nature of the changing bilateral relations
(Drisko, J. W. and Maschi, T., 2016). Additionally, based on the research of Altheide (1987),
Morgan (1993), and Sandelowski (2000), qualitative content analysis is characterized as a
method that focuses on summarizing the informational content of verbal data. This approach is
particularly suitable for examining the unique dynamics of this international political
development on a bilateral level, as it emphasizes a non-interpretive stance, allowing the data to

speak for itself (Sandelowski, 2000).
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The descriptive nature of qualitative content analysis lends itself well to the categorization
of selected text meanings, providing a framework for analyzing and organizing the data (Drisko,

J. W. and Maschi, T., 2016).

The qualitative content analysis method employed in this study adopts an inductive
approach, whereby the key categories are derived directly from the data (Schreier, 2012). A
typology was constructed based on these categories and subsequently applied to the collected
news data. Before conducting the analysis on the entire dataset, trial runs were carried out to

ensure the effectiveness and appropriateness of the coding scheme (as shown in Table 1 and 2).

Political aspect

The following variables were accounted for in the qualitative content analysis:

¢ Date of publication

¢ Czech Republic-focused content (according to the coding scheme)

The data concerning political aspects encompasses the annual reports of Taiwanese Foreign
Affairs, presented by the Taiwanese Minister of Foreign Affairs. These reports provide valuable
insights into the country's cooperation and interactions with other nations, highlighting ongoing
developments and achieved outcomes. The unit of analysis applied to the annual foreign affairs
reports is based on individual topics, delineated by paragraphs in the biannual governmental

documents' release.

It is essential to highlight that there is additional data obtained from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, specifically the annual report of Official Development Assistance (ODA). ODA
constitutes a governmental fund intended to provide assistance and foster cooperation primarily
with developing countries. The latest update reveals that the budget for the year 2020 amounted
to 500 million USD, representing 0.073% of Taiwanese GNI (Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Taiwan, 2020). However, after thorough consideration, it was determined that this data is not
suitable for further interpretation in this research. The report on Official Development
Assistance only provides information on ongoing assistance or cooperation projects in the Czech
Republic but does not disclose the exact amount of money invested. Although this empirical
data may not directly contribute to understanding how bilateral relations evolve, it remains

23



noteworthy for comprehending the overall context of Official Development Assistance, which

will be included in the subsequent section.

Trial run Applied Scheme Required Adjustment

The bilateral agreement section expanded
Four dimensions of reports mentioning the
to also include multilateral ones.
Czech Republic were created as below:
Additionally, a dimension of support
1.) Bilateral agreement
First trial through non-official channels is created.
2.) International recognition and support
Lastly, the category of “official and
3.) Official visits
non-official visits” is expanded to include
4.) Material support o
communication.

Five categories are created and adjusted as .
One last category of "bilateral and
below:
multilateral conferences" is divided to
1.) Bilateral and multilateral agreement . .
. o cover extensive topics of the content
) 2.) International recognition and support | ) .
Second trial including the Czech Republic.
3.) Official and non-official visits and - .
o Additionally, one category is expanded to
communication
“official and non-official visits” to reveal
4.) Material support
better understanding.
5.) Support through non-official channel

Table 1. Summary of trial runs of annual reports of the Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs
during 2013 to 2022.

In the first trial run, all 27 pieces of annual report from Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign
Affair were inspected thoroughly based on their context. As the data collected includes all
diplomatic work and other foreign affairs related progress, the Czech Republic is sometimes
included alongside other countries. Therefore, the bilateral agreement section is expanded to
include multilateral agreement as well, as sometimes there can be situations where the agreement
is signed among several countries. Furthermore, there are diplomatic or international affairs
taking place under non-official circumstances, such as thinktanks from other countries deciding to
open an office in Taiwan to show support and utilize the overall environment Taiwan has to offer.

Therefore, a category of support through non-official channels is established.

24



Consequently, a second trial is conducted to test the adjusted scheme through the same
pieces of annual reports. Most of the reports are able to be assigned in a fitting category. However,
in order to have higher precision of the coding for the scheme, one last category of “bilateral and
multilateral conferences” is divided. In addition, “official visits” category is further elaborated as
“official and non-official visits” as some of the international visitors and delegations can consist
of other critical international actors, rather than government officials. Having reflected on all the
adjustments, the coding scheme for annual reports from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs covers the

essential elements of the content that this research intends to address.

Societal aspect

The following variables were accounted for in the qualitative content analysis:

¢ Date of publication
¢ Media political stance

¢ (Czech Republic-focused content (according to the coding scheme)

The unit of societal data is per news article.

Trial runs Applied scheme Results
First trial The categorization is divided into two Dimension of political topic is
dimensions: expanded into 3 categories:

Czech-Taiwanese politics, Czech

Attitude — positive/ negative/ neutral/ not domestic politics, and other politics.

applicable

Dimension of attitude is adjusted by

Topic — political/economic/societal/none of the replacing “negative” with

above “concerned”.

Second trial Attitude — positive/concerned / neutral/ not

applicable.

Topic — Czech domestic political/
Czech-Taiwanese political/ other

political/economic/societal/none of the above

Table 2. Summary of trial runs of Taiwanese news article data.
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In the initial phase, a random sample of 56 news articles was selected and carefully
examined. This involved categorizing the topics covered in the articles as well as identifying the
attitudes expressed towards the Czech Republic. The purpose of this preliminary analysis was to
refine the coding scheme and ensure its suitability for the comprehensive analysis of all

collected news articles.

By conducting the first trial run, any necessary adjustments and modifications to the coding
scheme could be made, ensuring its robustness and reliability. This rigorous approach helps to
enhance the validity and credibility of the subsequent analysis of the complete dataset. In the
initial trial, it was observed that the categorization of political topics was too broad. To address
this, the distinction between Czech domestic politics and Czech-Taiwanese politics was

incorporated into the analysis, while other political topics were grouped as "other politics."

Furthermore, it was noted that news articles rarely portrayed a “negative image” of the
Czech Republic. Instead, a “concerned” attitude was more prevalent, particularly in cases where
there were concerns related to the rise of a populist government. By refining the categorization
and recognizing the nuanced attitudes expressed in the news articles, a more accurate analysis of
the political dynamics surrounding the Czech Republic and its relations with Taiwan can be

achieved.

In the second trial run consisting of 66 news reports, a refined framework was implemented,
incorporating a more detailed topic dimension to facilitate an in-depth analysis of the
Czech-Taiwanese relations. This adjustment allowed for a better understanding of the political
aspects discussed in the news articles, enabling the categorization of content related to the Czech
Republic. The revised framework now includes three subcategories: Czech domestic politics,
Czech-Taiwanese politics, and other politics. This categorization enables a focused examination
of topics that are specifically relevant to the development of the Czech-Taiwanese relationship

as reflected in Taiwanese news media.

By implementing this refined framework, the analysis can delve deeper into the specific
political dynamics and content related to the Czech Republic, providing valuable insights into
how the changing bilateral relationship between Taiwan and the Czech Republic is portrayed in

Taiwanese news media.
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3.1.2. Descriptive Analysis

To analyze the numerical data in a systematic and objective manner and observe trends
over time, descriptive analysis will be employed. This approach allows for a structured analysis
of data to identify patterns, quantify frequencies, and understand the underlying characteristics
of the data (Thompson, 2009; Loeb et al., 2017). Descriptive analysis provides a framework for
examining numerical data in a systematic manner, contributing to objective conclusions and
trends within data. By utilizing this approach, the research can effectively identify and analyze
trends, such as increases or decreases, within the specified timeframe that will be explored

below.

This approach serves as a valuable complement to the qualitative analysis conducted on the
textual data, facilitating a comprehensive and well-rounded exploration of the research topic.
The unit of analysis for the numerical data is on a yearly basis. The acquired numerical data
consists of trade flow, investment flow, the number of Czech nationals traveling to Taiwan, and
Taiwanese nationals traveling to the Czech Republic, along with scholarship programs
exclusively available to Czech nationals from the Taiwanese government. All of this numerical
data spans the timeframe from 2013/2014 to 2022/2023, with occasional one- to two-year

intervals due to data unavailability.

3.2. Data Collection

Through several sections, the data collection was divided into three aspects: political,

economic, and societal.

3.2.1. Data: political aspect

Governmental Annual Reports

Regarding political aspect-related data, two distinct parts need to be collected. The first part
involves obtaining annual reports and Official Development Assistance reports from the
Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The former, issued semi-annually by the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, provides insights into Taiwan's current diplomatic situation and progress on the
international stage. The latter, reported annually with the latest available data from 2021, offers

valuable information on the country's developmental assistance efforts. As mentioned previously,
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Official Development Assistance is a governmental fund intended to provide assistance and
cooperation with mainly developing countries but not limited to. The Czech Republic has been
one of the partner countries to have received the fund in the past 10 years continually. However,
because of the annual amount of Assistance fund to the Czech Republic had not been specified
during the course of 2013 to 2021, the data of Official Development Assistance will not be
further analyzed. Instead, there will only be a brief summary about ODA fund and the Czech
Republic.

All 27 reports from the former dataset, annual foreign affairs reports, covering the
timeframe from 2013 to 2022, have been collected.

The primary focus of each annual report lies in identifying whether the Czech Republic is
mentioned by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the specific topics related to the Czech
Republic's coverage. The unit of analysis in this context is per topic, enabling us to gain insights
into the cooperative efforts or dialogues initiated between the Czech Republic and Taiwan. This
approach significantly contributes to the investigation of the official bilateral relations'
development.

Although the annual report for the first half of 2023 is available, it will not be included in
the analysis as it only provides half of the results for the year, which may not offer a complete

picture.

Governmental Scholarships

Another significant source of political-related data pertains to government scholarship
programs, which will be collected and analyzed. Given the diverse range of scholarships
available to Czech nationals, this study focuses on two long-term scholarship programs, namely
the "Taiwan Scholarship" and the "Huayu Enrichment Scholarship," both administered by the
Taiwanese government. While these scholarship programs are available in multiple countries,
they are designed exclusively for the country's nationals. Therefore, the data collected will
specifically pertain to Czech nationals, ensuring accuracy in the analysis. The lists of candidates
for the two scholarship programs and their corresponding guidelines were obtained through the
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Prague, spanning from 2013 to 2022.

During the initial examination, it was found that the "Taiwan Scholarship" data is not
suitable for further inspection due to the lack of necessary details. The scholarship is offered to
students pursuing various degrees, including bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees, each
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with a different amount of scholarship awarded. However, the candidate list of Taiwan
Scholarship holders does not specify the degree pursued by each candidate. As a result, it
becomes challenging to accurately estimate the budget allocated for this specific scholarship
program. Therefore, this data will not be included in the analysis due to its incomplete nature.

Conversely, the "Huayu Enrichment Scholarship" offers a more comprehensive
understanding of the total scholarship amount awarded, as it caters to Czech nationals interested
in studying the Chinese language in Taiwan. Notably, this scholarship has maintained a
consistent monthly award amount over the past decade. Recipients are selected based on the
duration of the Mandarin learning program they are accepted into, with options ranging from 3,
6, 9, to 12 months.

Applicants must secure acceptance to a Mandarin learning center or program before
applying for the scholarship, giving them the autonomy to decide the duration of their Mandarin
studies. This directly corresponds to the amount of scholarship they will receive if selected as
candidates. Considering these factors, the analysis of the "Huayu Enrichment Scholarship" will
help ascertain whether any adjustments have been made in response to the evolving
Czech-Taiwanese relationship. This data offers valuable insights into the support provided to
Czech nationals pursuing Mandarin language studies in Taiwan and its potential relevance to the

bilateral relations' development.

3.2.2. Data: economic aspect

To conduct the analysis, trade flow data from the Taiwanese Ministry of Finance and
investment flow data from the Taiwanese Ministry of Economic Affairs have been collected.
However, there was a deviation from the original plan, which initially involved using data from
the Czech National Bank. This deviation was necessitated by data availability considerations.

The data collection period extended from 2013/2014 to 2021/2022, which is four years
longer than the original proposed timeframe stated in the thesis proposal. This expanded
timeframe provides a more comprehensive perspective on the changing Czech-Taiwanese
relations and their impact on trade and investment flows. Despite the deviation from the initial
plan, the data collected from the Taiwanese sources ensures the analysis is well-informed and
robust.

Through the official websites of the Taiwanese Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of

Economic Affairs, the data was successfully accessed. By applying filters, we extracted the
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relevant information within the desired timeframe. Sourcing the data directly from these official
government websites guarantees the integrity and accuracy of the data, enhancing the reliability
of our research findings. This meticulous approach to data collection reinforces the validity of
our study and ensures that our analysis yields meaningful insights into the dynamics of the
Czech-Taiwanese relationship.

However, it is essential to acknowledge that the availability and level of detail in the
investment flow data are limited. The data sourced from the Taiwanese Ministry of Finance
solely includes information on investment funds of companies registered in Taiwan that have
received approval from the Taiwanese government. Moreover, it is important to note that,
according to Taiwanese law, investment approval is only required when the investment amount
exceeds the maximum threshold set by the Ministry of Finance (The Overseas Chinese and
Foreign Investment Commission of the Ministry of Economic Affairs). Additionally, the data
does not reveal the identities of individual investors for each investment. Consequently, this
limitation might restrict the comprehensive understanding of the specific entities involved in the
investment flows between the Czech Republic and Taiwan.

Despite these constraints, I attempt to make the best use of the available data to draw
attention to discovering the trends or patterns of investment flows between the two countries.

The selected timeframe allows for a focused examination of trade and investment flows
between Taiwan and the Czech Republic during recent years. Analyzing these data sets provides
valuable insights into the economic interactions between the two countries and enables a
comprehensive understanding of the evolving Czech-Taiwanese relationship in the context of

trade and investment.

3.2.3. Data: societal aspect

Individual Movement Between the Czech Republic and Taiwan

The empirical data related to the societal aspect is divided into two parts. Firstly, we
collected the numbers of Czech nationals traveling to Taiwan and Taiwanese nationals traveling
to the Czech Republic from the website of the Taiwanese Tourist Bureau. The data spans from
2013 to 2022, enabling us to observe the movement of citizens between the two countries.

However, it is essential to acknowledge a potential limitation regarding the number of

Taiwanese nationals traveling to the Czech Republic. It appears that there is an incoherent trend
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observed around the years 2016 to 2018. Upon further inquiry with the Taiwanese National
Immigration Agency, it was revealed that they had changed their method of calculating the
counts during that specific period.

As a result of this change in data calculation method by the data source, the trend of
Taiwanese nationals traveling to the Czech Republic may be affected, and this flaw will be
addressed and discussed in the subsequent chapter of results. Despite this limitation, we will
analyze the available data to the best of our abilities to draw meaningful insights regarding the

societal aspects and the movement of citizens between the Czech Republic and Taiwan.

Taiwanese News Media

The other part of the data comes from Taiwanese news media reports on the Czech
Republic from a diverse range of sources to ensure a comprehensive dataset representing
different perspectives within Taiwanese society. To achieve this, five Taiwanese media outlets

with distinct political views are selected as follows: Public Television Service (2317),
pro-China/China-friendly TVBS, pro-independence Formosa Television (&), and two online
independent media outlets, Storm Media Group (JE/ &) and UP Media (_I-#) (Keng and Chen,
2003; Keng and Schuber, 2010).

From each of these news publishers, we will collect up to 20 news articles per year related
to the Czech Republic, spanning from 2018 to the present (June 2023). This timeframe was
chosen due to the abundance of news articles mentioning the Czech Republic in the past three to
four years.

To maintain consistency and manage the dataset's size, the number of collected articles
from each news outlet is subject to specific criteria. If the total number of Czech
Republic-related news articles from a particular year within a given news publisher does not
exceed 20, all relevant articles will be included. However, if the total number exceeds 20, 1
carefully select the data by excluding repetitive content and then sampling up to 20 news articles
per year per publication.

By adhering to these criteria, [ aim to ensure a representative and balanced dataset,
facilitating an in-depth analysis of the portrayal and coverage of the Czech Republic in
Taiwanese news media across different perspectives and viewpoints. To provide a more detailed
explanation of the selected news reports, it is important to clarify the inclusion and exclusion

criteria. Specifically, news articles that provide extensive information about the Czech Republic
31



as a nation or its national government representatives are included in the analysis. On the other
hand, news reports that focus on the behavior of individual Czech civilians abroad, without any
significant connection to the country's discussion, are excluded.

For instance, I include news reports on forest wildfire in the Czech Republic and Czech
skier winning a championship but exclude reports mentioning the Czech Republic in a pandemic
crisis along with many other European countries as the focus is the pandemic, or a Czech tennis
player among players of other nationalities at the same time, as the focus is the tennis
tournament. That is to say, when the “Czech Republic” is not the main focus of the news article,
it is not included. Additionally, repetitive content within less than a week without new
developments reported will only be counted once to ensure accurate numbers of reports on the
Czech Republic and the correct amount of information.

Applying these criteria, a total of 437 articles were collected from various sources, with a
relatively even distribution among them. However, it should be noted here that with the publicly
owned Public Television Service, I am not able to acquire any news articles between 2011 to
2018 as only two articles were published online in 2018 and none after 2011. Therefore, this

entirety of data of the same timeframe is flawed.

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 first half ~ Sum
Public Television Service 0 8 18 12 7 9 54
TVBS 7 18 20 20 20 16 101
Formosa Television 6 17 19 19 20 20 101
Storm Media 9 19 20 19 11 15 93
UP Media 2 12 19 20 16 19 88
Total 437

Table 3. News articles gathered from each news outlet during 2018 to 2023.

Due to limitations in the search filter functions on the websites of the targeted Taiwanese
news media, certain articles were found to be not directly relevant to the research objective.
These articles were categorized as "none of the above" since they did not align with the
categories of politics, economy, or society, and were therefore not suitable for further analysis.
Topics such as history, culture, sports, or tourism were deemed less significant in addressing the
research goal and were consequently excluded from the analysis.

After a thorough review of all the relevant articles, a total of 346 articles were identified for

further analysis. To facilitate a comprehensive exploration of the research subject matter, the
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subsequent section provides a clear definition of the developed categories. These categories
serve as a framework to understand the focus and content of each news article, ensuring a
systematic and insightful analysis of the Czech Republic's portrayal in Taiwanese news media.
By establishing this clear framework, the research can draw meaningful conclusions and shed

light on the evolving Czech-Taiwanese relations.

3.3. Coding Schemes

Two distinct coding schemes have been developed for analyzing the changing
Czech-Taiwanese relationship. The Taiwanese news media data provides insights into
societal-level reflections, while the Taiwanese government data represents the political-level
perspective.

This categorization for both empirics enables a thorough understanding of how the Czech
Republic is represented and discussed in Taiwanese news media and the Taiwanese Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, shedding light on the various dimensions of the Czech-Taiwanese relationship.

3.3.1. Coding Scheme: political data

By going through the annual reports from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, I develop a
coding scheme to help understand if and how the Czech Republic has been elaborated in the
annual reports over the course of 2013 to 2022. Except for the record and observation of time
when the Czech Republic i1s mentioned, all reports are labeled as international recognition and
support, official and non-official visit, material support, support through non-official channels
and bilateral and multilateral agreement.

Through this analysis, I aim to showcase the main topics and interactions that the
Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs has had with the Czech Republic. By examining the
different themes and focuses given to the Czech Republic over the past decade, the topics where

the Czech Republic is mentioned show as follows:

International Recognition and Support

In the annual reports from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the inclusion of the Czech
Republic signifies instances where it advocates for Taiwan's position in the international

community. These reports highlight speeches or statements made by the Czech Republic that
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emphasize the significance of Taiwan for various reasons on the global stage.

For example, the Czech Republic has actively expressed its viewpoint to the
Director-General of the World Health Organization regarding the accurate representation of the
COVID-19 statistics. The Czech Republic urged the WHO to rectify the reporting of the
COVID-19 statistics by distinguishing Taiwan from China, as it was misleading to combine the

two due to their different approaches in handling the pandemic.

Official and Non-official Visits and Communication

The category of official and non-official visits and communication put an emphasis on the
visits of Czech or Taiwanese parties or delegations who visit the other country, which include
mostly political representative and actors. This type is about the practice of political and societal
interaction, which is especially important for the position of Taiwan as anything potentially
involving in sovereignty can be controversial in the global context. However, the exception is
when Czech media visited Taiwan and made reports accordingly.

Cases of this category includes the visits of the Czech Senate President Milo$ Vystr¢il and
the Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies Markéta Pekarova Adamova, as well as Czech media

Czech Television (Ceska televize) visiting and filming in Taiwan.

Material Support

During the times of the COVID-19 pandemic, it was essential to offer aid to countries and
those in need. Therefore, material support has played a critical role in foreign affairs. It
emphasizes the action of sending or receiving resources and supplies to or from the Czech
Republic. In the past 10 years, this category only consists of COVID-19-related material support
that went both direction (from the Czech Republic to Taiwan and from Taiwan to the Czech
Republic).

For instance, the Czech Republic reached a decision to donate vaccines to Taiwan during

the COVID-19 pandemic.

Support Through Non-official Channels

As stated before, the position of Taiwan in the global society is complicated. Therefore, in
the annual reports from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, it can be found that there has been
consolation for Taiwan in diverse forms. In this type of content, it is often associated with
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freedom and democracy.
Instances include the Taiwanese President Tsai being invited to be speakers of conferences

and summits held by different thinktank and NGO.

Bilateral and Multilateral Agreements

The Czech Republic is recorded in the annual reports when the Czech Republic and Taiwan
sign a bilateral or multilateral agreements or contracts. This can be cooperation in multiple
spheres, ranging from academics, technology, cultures to finance.

What has been under this classification is that the Czech Republic and Taiwan signed an

agreement on working holidays, or the extension of MOU of intellectual property cooperation.

Bilateral and Multilateral Conferences

Last category of which the annual reports contain the Czech Republic is when there are
bilateral or multilateral conferences or meetings. These conferences represent the engagement
and the attempts of the Czech Republic to open dialogues and further formulate ideas and
directions to work with Taiwan. Sometimes, these conferences and meetings can take place in a
multilateral setup, usually with other European countries. Areas of discussions vary from human
rights, cyber security to economy.

Examples can be the session of the Taiwanese-Czech Joint Business Council Meeting, where
experts and professionals from diverse backgrounds and of different expertise gather to explore

the possibilities of collaboration.

3.3.2. Coding Scheme: societal data

To analyze news articles on the Czech Republic, a systematic categorization approach is
employed to discern the context of each piece of news. The articles are categorized into three
primary dimensions: politics, economy, and society. Within the politics category, further
subcategories are established, namely Czech domestic politics, Czech-Taiwanese politics, and
other politics. This hierarchical classification system provides a comprehensive examination of
the diverse topics covered in the news reports.

Additionally, the attitude towards the Czech Republic expressed in each news article is
carefully distinguished separately as positive, concerned, or neutral, or inapplicable. This

classification considers the overall tone and sentiment conveyed in the articles, providing
35



valuable insights into the perception and portrayal of the Czech Republic in Taiwanese news

media.

Political

A. Czech Domestic Politics

A.1. Czech Governors and Government

News articles on the Czech Republic often emerge during significant political events,

such as changes in the Czech government, ranging from government formation to policy

adjustments. These articles delve into the actions and decisions of Czech politicians within

the nation, including coverage of political scandals, conflicting stances on policies between

ruling and opposition parties, and discussions concerning newly elected governors or

governments.

A.2. Czech Society and Economy

The Czech Republic receives media coverage when there are noteworthy events or

occurrences taking place within Czech society as a whole. Taiwanese news media, for

example, report on the Czech Republic when Czech citizens express their discontent

through protests against inflation and economic policies. This highlights an intersection

between Czech domestic politics, society, and the economy, which will be further discussed

in the subsequent section addressing news articles that encompass multiple focal points.

Category | Subcategory Thematic focus Objective |Frequently used words
) Corruption, protest,
| Focus on the national economy, . _
Czech domestic ) Political and | (re-)election, change of
- national government, and ) ] )
politics L economic foreign policy or
politicians
government
Politics Cooperation in multiple areas,
) COVID-19 support, delegations | Political, Democracy, freedom,
Czech-Taiwanese| ) _
visiting the other country, support| economic, |cooperation, refuse to be

politics

and stand with democracy,

senate/government voiced to

and societal

threatened
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support Taiwan, and sister cities

China pressure the Czech

Republic about one China policy,

Czech stance on Russian Threat, support,
Other politics Ukrainian War, the Czech Political democracy, refuse to
Republic emphasizes democracy give in

in EU, RU-CZ relations, CZ-CN

relations

MOUs signed by business; CEE

fund launched by Minister of | Political and _
Economy . ] . Invest, cooperation
National Development Council | economic

launched
) Accidents, natural hazard, sports, . Accident, champion,
Society _ Societal
donate and support Ukraine support and donate

Table 4. Summary of types of Taiwanese news media coverage of the Czech Republic.

B. Czech-Taiwanese Politics

B.1. Czech and Taiwanese Politicians or Delegations’ Visits

Taiwanese news articles covering the Czech Republic encompass a wide range of topics,
including diplomatic interactions between Taiwan and the Czech Republic. These articles
often provide detailed coverage of official visits and meetings between government officials
from both countries. Notably, the articles focus on visits by Czech or Taiwanese politicians
and delegations to the respective counterpart. The coverage spans across different phases of
these visits, starting from the announcement of the visits, providing updates and insights

during the visits, and concluding with post-visit analysis and discussions.

B.2. Czech and Taiwanese Politicians’ Determination to Work Together in Verbal, Written
Forms, and Practical Actions.
Taiwanese news media maintains a keen focus on the Czech Republic's stance

regarding Taiwan's international recognition and support for democratic values. For
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example, Taiwanese and Czech politicians openly emphasize their support for democracies
and the importance of bilateral cooperation. This support is expressed through various
channels, including public speeches, written statements and MOUs (memoranda of
understanding), and practical actions. Politicians highlight the significance of standing with
Taiwan or the Czech Republic in promoting democratic values and cooperative endeavors.
Politicians are observed attending events and engagements despite opposition from within
or outside their respective countries, reaffirming their dedication to strengthening ties.

Here I would like to note that because of the nature of MOU s, they are incorporated
into news articles analysis, instead of a separate section for analyzing MOUSs (as in the

thesis proposal project).

B.3. Czech Republic and Taiwan Providing Resources to Each Other

Taiwanese news media also extensively covers instances when the Czech Republic
and Taiwan provide resources to each other. This category of news is particularly relevant,
especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, as it showcases bilateral cooperation and
support between the two countries. Reports focus on announcements made by either country
regarding the donation or shipment of resources, including essential items such as vaccines,
masks, or even the establishment of production lines to aid in the manufacturing of medical

supplies.

C. Other Politics

As most of the news articles published by Taiwanese media are relevant to either directly
bilateral Czech-Taiwanese relations or Czech domestic politics, the rest of the political news
articles mentioning the Czech Republic is categorized as “Other politics”, which could be

further distinguished into three subcategories as there are obvious focuses of the topics:

C.1. Czech - Chinese Relations

Taiwanese news reports on the Czech Republic provide detailed insights into the
evolving relationship between the Czech Republic and China. This category is distinct as it
focuses specifically on the development of ties between the two countries. These news
articles often discuss issues related to the one-China policy and shed light on the Czech
Republic's stance towards Taiwan. Furthermore, coverage in this category encompasses
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interactions between the Czech Republic and China during disputes or challenging
situations. Examples include incidents like the ammunition warehouse explosions in 2014 or
instances where promised investments from China were not fulfilled (Garlick, 2020; Santora,

2019).

C.2. Czech — Russian relations

The coverage of Czech-Russian politics in Taiwanese news media focuses on the
diplomatic interactions and exchanges between the two nations. These news articles
highlight events such as the Czech Republic replacing Russia in the United Nations Human
Rights Council or instances where both countries recall their respective diplomats following
disputes, such as the ammunition warehouses explosion. The coverage serves to inform
readers about the shifting dynamics in Czech-Russian politics and the potential impact on

regional and global affairs.

C.3. Czech — European relations

In addition, Taiwanese news media cover news related to the Czech Republic's
relationship with European, mainly the European Union. These reports focus on the political
interactions between the Czech Republic and the EU, highlighting significant events such as
the imposition of EU sanctions on the Czech Republic for not meeting the required number
of refugees under the EU asylum scheme. Another example is when the Czech Republic

held its EU presidency.

Economic

News articles delve into economic relations between Taiwan and the Czech Republic,

including trade, investment, and business collaborations. Media reports highlight trade volumes,

investment flows, and the expansion of economic opportunities between the two countries.

It is discovered that no single article from 2018 to present (2023 June) reported only about

the economy of the Czech Republic. Interestingly enough, it is always connected to Czech

domestic politics or Czech-Taiwanese politics when the topic of economy is covered, which

means that economic topic is mentioned alongside with politics at the same time in the selected

Taiwanese news media.
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Societal

A. the COVID-19 pandemic

In Taiwanese news articles, the coverage of the Czech Republic tends to center around
societal aspects, with a particular emphasis on the impact of COVID-19. These articles
highlight various topics, including the concerns expressed by Czech citizens regarding
COVID-19 and the challenges faced by the medical system in coping with the pandemic.
Additionally, the news reports also shed light on protests and expressions of discontent related
to political issues within the country.

B. Overlap with Czech Domestic Politics or Czech-Taiwanese Politics

Another aspect of the societal coverage of the Czech Republic in Taiwanese news media
overlaps with Czech domestic politics and Czech-Taiwanese politics. This category includes
reports on protests or expressions of discontent towards specific politicians or political issues
within the country. News articles highlight instances where Czech citizens voice their concerns
or engage in protests to express dissatisfaction with political developments. These protests can
be related to a range of issues, such as government policies, corruption allegations, or
controversial decisions made by political figures. Through these reports, Taiwanese audiences
gain insights into the social and political dynamics in the Czech Republic.

Additionally, there are instances where the societal aspect overlaps with the political
dimension. For example, news articles may cover events such as the case of Czech billionaire
Karel Komarek acquiring China's order from Petroff, which was abruptly canceled due to
retaliation following the visit of the Czech delegation led by Mr. Vystr¢il. These incidents
demonstrate the intricate connections between economic interests, political relations, and

societal implications.

C. Cultural Exchanges

What can also be in the overlap includes Taiwanese news articles covering cultural
exchanges and collaborations between Taiwan and the Czech Republic, which highlight events
such as art exhibitions, cultural festivals, and performances that foster cultural understanding
and appreciation. Furthermore, performances by Czech artists, including musicians, dancers,
and theater groups, are highlighted in news articles. The coverage allows Taiwanese audiences
to engage with the diverse aspects of Czech culture, fostering a deeper appreciation for the
cultural richness and artistic achievements of the Czech Republic.
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Finally, it is important to note that articles falling under the category of "none of the above"
in the coding scheme will be excluded from analysis. These articles are deemed irrelevant to the
overall context of the Czech Republic as they primarily cover topics such as natural hazards,
accidents, historical introductions of Czech Republic, and Czech athletes participating in
international sports events.

The reason for excluding this category from analysis is that the content of these news
reports does not provide the necessary insights required to answer the research question and
hypothesis effectively. The focus of the analysis will remain on the relevant categories that
directly relate to the question of how the change in Czech-Taiwanese relations reflect in Taiwan.
By excluding unrelated content, the analysis can concentrate on the key areas that contribute to
understanding the reflection of the changing bilateral relations between Taiwan and the Czech
Republic in Taiwanese media.

The typology used in this analysis provides a systematic categorization of topics related to
the Czech Republic in Taiwanese news media. It reveals that politics is a central focus in the
news articles concerning the Czech Republic. Additionally, Table 4 summarizes frequently
mentioned or used words, giving an overview of the overall tone and themes present in the
collected news articles.

It is worth noting that some news articles discuss the Czech Republic from multiple
perspectives, covering various levels and aspects simultaneously. This can result in the same
article being categorized under more than one category. For example, an article reporting on the
signing of an MOU between the Czech Republic and Taiwan to foster cooperation in aviation or
technology development during the visit of the Czech delegation led by Czech politicians would
be coded under both Czech-Taiwanese politics and the economic category.

Importantly, the attitude towards the Czech Republic in the sampled news articles will be
analyzed in the subsequent chapter, rather than being summarized in Table 4. The analysis will
examine the overall sentiment and attitude expressed in the articles, considering both the topics
and the tone to provide a comprehensive understanding of how the Czech Republic is portrayed
in Taiwanese news media.

The outlined typology offers a framework for organizing and analyzing the data, and the
following section will present the results of applying this framework to the collected news

articles.
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Chapter 4
Results

This chapter presents the outcomes of the research, which is divided into three aspects of
which the reflection of the changes in the bilateral relations is observed: political, economic, and

societal. The results are evaluated and analyzed according to the formulated hypotheses.

4.1. Political Level

Annual Reports of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The annual reports of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs represent one part of the empirics at
the political level. What is presented is the number of topics that are relevant to the Czech
Republic. The output of the collection shows that there is neither a significant pattern nor
increases or decreases in which the topics of which the Czech Republic is connected during

2013 to 2022, which is illustrated in the graph below (Chart 1.)

The number of topics which the Czech Republic is involved

Number of topics
w

0 T T T T T T T T T 1
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Chart 1. The number of topics which the Czech Republic is mentioned in the annual
governmental foreign affairs reports from 2013 to 2022 (Source: Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs).

On the other hand, by looking at the distribution of the topics that the Czech Republic is
mentioned in the annual reports from the Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, it can be seen
that the topics appear to have covered a different range of topics (Table 5). In the past five years,
there was no mentioning about any bilateral or multilateral meetings or conferences with the
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Czech Republic. Support through non-official channels, such as having Taiwanese President
Tsai to speak for opening in NGOs in the Czech Republic, are also appearing in the past two
years. Lastly, in the past 10 years, there has been recorded to be different MOUs or other
agreements signed each year, but from our societal data, the Czech Republic has only been

covered extensively since 2019/2020.

2013| 2014| 2015| 2016| 2017| 2018 2019| 2020\ 2021| 2022

Bilateral and
Multilateral
Conferences and

Meetings

Bilateral and

Multilateral 1 1 1 3 0 1 0 1 0 1
Agreements

International

Recognition and 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 2
Support

Material Support 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0
Official and

Non-official Visits 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 1 1 1
and Communication

Support Through

Non-official 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Channels

Total 1 4 5 4 0 1 0 3 4 5

Table 5. Distribution of what focuses the Czech Republic has had in the annual reports during
the course of 2013 to 2022 (the numbers represent how many times the Czech Republic has been

mentioned each year). (Source: The Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

The difference found whilst the data being interpreted is that, even though there had been
official and non-official visits from the Czech Republic in year 2014 and 2015, as well as 2020
to 2022, in the earlier years, the visiting politicians were mentioned merely as delegations or

senators without detailing their exact positions or names. On the contrary, from 2020 to 2022,
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politicians of higher significance were visiting the other country, such as Czech Senate President
Milo§ Vystréil and Taiwanese Kung Ming-hsin, minister of the National Development Council.
Lastly, as mentioned previously that Official Development Assistance analysis will not be
included. Nonetheless, I will briefly summarize that this assistance fund has been used in the
Czech Republic every year with the available data dating from 2013 to 2021 with the exception
of 2020. Projects range from donation to Czech local charities in the cause of natural hazards,
sponsorship to NGOs such as Forum 2000, to invitations to Czech professionals to attend elite

traineeship programs in the fields of smart mechanism, sustainable energy and so on.

Governmental Scholarship Program

The calculation result of the governmental scholarship program showcases the head counts
of the scholarship receivers and the total sum of this scholarship budget over the course of 2013
to 2022. However, the data of 2016 is not accessible as the responsible party did not respond to
the inquiry.

Overall, the number of scholarship recipients has been in a range of 10 to 13 in the past
decade, which is not particularly wide. What can be observed is that the total sum of this
scholarship that has been given out has a gradual and steady increase over the years (Chart 2).

Nevertheless, even though it appears to be a subtle increase in the overall sum of
scholarships over the years, it is not obvious whether this increase is directly linked to the
increase of budgetary adjustments, the increase in the number of applicants or even the increase

in the average length of the Mandarin programs of each applicant.

Huayu Scholarship program

120,000 - - 14
100,000 - r 12
80,000 1 — } ;O 2
2 60,000 - _— . é’
40,000 A L, O
20,000 A L 5
0 . . . . . . . . . 0

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Huayu Scholarship students Total sum of scholarship provided

Chart 2. Czech student counts and total sum offered by the Taiwanese government during the
course of 2013 to 2022.
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4.2. Economic Level

At the economic level, the analyzed data included the investment flows and the trade flows

between the two countries over the course of 2013 to 2022.

Trade Flow

The trade flows and the annual numbers of trade are demonstrated below (Chart 3 and
Table 6). The observation reveals that there is a gradual increase of exports from Taiwan to the
Czech Republic since 2015 with a slightly steeper increase from the year 2021 to 2022.

As for imports from the Czech Republic to Taiwan, the trend is even steadier with a less

steep slope throughout the past decade.

Currency: USDm | 2013\ 2014| 2015\ 2016| 2017| 2018| 2019 2020| 2021 2022
Exports +

504| 419| 345] 405| 452| 462| 454 521 529 683
Re-exports
Imports +
) 194| 217| 240| 240f 287 339 365| 370| 425 465
Re-imports

Table 6. Trade flows in USDm between the Czech Republic and Taiwan during 2013-2022.

(Source: Taiwanese Ministry of Finance)

Czech-Taiwanese trade flow
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—— Imports from the Czech Republic to Taiwan

Chart 3. Trade flow between the Czech Republic and Taiwan during 2013-2022. (Source:

Taiwanese Ministry of Finance)
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There is one interesting point to see if that during the pandemic of COVID-19 from the year
2020 to 2021, there does not seem to be any decrease in trade flows between the two countries.

Instead, the increases were merely halted.

Investment Flow

As for the investment flows from the Czech Republic to Taiwan and from Taiwan to the
Czech Republic, the lines are much less patterned(Chart 4). From the statistics gathered by the
Taiwanese government, we are only able to understand the investment funds approved by the
Taiwanese government from the companies registered in Taiwan (Table 7).

First, by observing the pattern of the numerical statistics of the outgoing investments from
Taiwan to the Czech Republic, we can see that there is a spike in the year of 2015. Having been
confirmed by the Ministry of Finance, this very spike in the outflow investment is sure to be
accurately documented from Taiwan to the Czech Republic.

Except for this, in the year of 2018 and 2022 both experienced a relatively minor increases
in both years while from the year 2019 to 2021. Judging based on the figure, it is not possible to
conclude any pattern of increase or decrease in the investment flow from Taiwan to the Czech
Republic.

As for the inflow investment from the Czech Republic to Taiwan, the line is almost flat and
comparatively close to the horizontal bottom as the sum of investment each year is much smaller

than that of the other direction.
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Investment flow from and to the Czech Republic
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Chart 4. Investment flow from Taiwan to the Czech Republic and from the Czech Republic to
Taiwan during 2017 to 2023. (Source: Taiwanese Ministry of Economic Affairs)

Currency: USDk 2013\ 2014 2015 2016 2017) 2018| 2019 2020| 2021 2022

Outflow

Investment to the

Czech Republic 713 33 0| 37,565 597 2,804 0 351 0| 6,067
Inflow Investment

from the Czech

Republic 3 88 169 13 548 66 16 0 70 0

Table 7. The approved investment flows from Taiwan to the Czech Republic and from the Czech
Republic to Taiwan during 2017 to 2023. Currency: USDk
(Source: Taiwanese Ministry of Economic Affairs)

4.3. Societal Level

Individual Movement

The individual movement between the two countries is showcased below (Chart 5). As
confirmed by the National Immigration Agency, this data includes all sorts of means of traveling,
such as by ferry and airplane.

First, when looking at the numbers of Taiwanese nationals traveling to the Czech Republic,
it appears to be an unusual spike between the years of 2016 to 2018. With the confirmation of
The National Immigration Agency of the Ministry of the Interior of Taiwan, it has been shown
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that the spike is caused by the change of calculation method. According to the Agency, the
calculation of numbers of Taiwanese travelers can be either by counting the destination of the
passenger, or the first stop of arrival. During this time, the Agency agreed to count the numbers
by using the first stop of the destination as it is challenging to reveal each traveler’s final
destination of their journey. Therefore, during the period of applying the decision made, they
used both methods of counting the destinations of the passenger and the first stop of arrival,

which resulted in the surge of numbers in Taiwanese travelers going to the Czech Republic.
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Taiwanese nationals to the Czech Republic Czech nationals to Taiwan

Chart 5. Czech national traveling to Taiwan during 2017 — 2022 (Source: Taiwanese Bureau of

Tourism)

From the year 2019 to 2022, there were barely any Taiwanese travelers going to the Czech
Republic according to the new method of counting. This can be for two reasons. First, there has
not been any direct flights between the Czech Republic and Taiwan until July 2023. A direct
flight operated by China Airline, a Taiwanese carrier, is only launched the Prague- Taipei route
in mid-July 2023 (Stira, 2023; Czech - Taiwanese Business Chamber, 2023). Unless traveling by
sea, Taiwanese nationals traveling to the Czech Republic were not counted. Secondly, the
COVID-19 pandemic hit in 2020, and Taiwan was under border lockdown until late 2022
(National Health Command Center, 2022). With the two reasons above, there were barely any
counts between 2019 to 2022.

On the other hand, when looking at the numbers of Czech nationals traveling to Taiwan, we

can see that there was an average from the year 2013 to 2019. The change of the calculation
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method did not influence the numbers of Czech nationals traveling to Taiwan, but there was a
plunge in 2020. This is most likely because of the COVID-19 pandemic and the restrictions in
place accordingly. Additionally, Taiwan had had significantly stricter regulations in terms of
COVID-19 in the early 2020, which were gradually loosened until the second half of 2022. The
borders remained closed for regular tourism and were only opened in October 2022 when all
tourists were allowed to go as before the pandemic restrictions (National Health Command
Center, 2022). This can be the reason why after the plunge in 2020, the number of Czech
nationals has not been restored to what it had been before the pandemic.

Overall, taken into account the lack of direct flights and the COVID-19 pandemic, the
trends are hard to conclude. Yet, with the launch of the direct flight between the two countries, it
can be expected that the numbers of Czech and Taiwanese nationals traveling to the other

country will increase in the following years.

Taiwanese News Reports on the Czech Republic

Mentioned in the previous section, the other part of the empirics related to the societal
aspect of the analysis is the coverage of the Czech Republic in Taiwanese news media from
2018 to 2023 June. Having selected 5 main news outlets of different political stances and views,
I sampled up to 20 pieces of news articles per year from each news source to ensure that the
trend is observed properly based on time series, as well as the representation of Taiwanese
society. As noted in the previous sections, there is a slight flaw in the data as in 2018, there are
merely 2 articles that were published online by Public Service Television.

According to the coding scheme, articles labeled as “none of the above” are weeded out as
they are not relevant to the research goal of this study. Out of 437 news articles, a total of 89
articles are labeled as “none of the above”, which are found to be topics covering sports,
COVID-19 daily cases in the Czech Republic, natural hazards and accidents in the Czech
Republic, and Czech tourism, culture, and history (Table 8). The content of these articles is not
analyzed as they are not directly related to the goal of this research. Attitudes towards the Czech
Republic shown in Taiwanese Media are coded as neutral with few exceptions. Such as in
articles about Andrej Babis taking office, the attitude towards the Czech Republic shows slight

concern due to the risk of populist impact on the Czech Republic.

2018 2019 20200 2021 2022 2023| Total
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Czech Domestic Politics 6 9 21 18 9 11 74
Czech-Taiwanese Politics 0 18 50 39 25 48 180
None of the Above 16 18 5 18 22 9 88
Other Politics 2 24 16 10 13 6 71
Society 0 5 4 5 5 5 24
Grand Total 24 74 96 90 74 79 437

Table 8. Topics of sampled news articles from 2018 to 2023.

Based on the content in the figure below, news articles reporting on the Czech-Taiwanese
relations have had the most focus among the rest of the topics since 2020 (Chart 6). In 2018,
there was completely no articles reporting about the Czech-Taiwanese relations (Table 8).
Instead, it was mostly focused on tourism, sports, history, natural hazards, and accidents, which

are categorized as “none of the above”.

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Czech Domestic Politics 3 12 -3 -9 2
Czech-Taiwanese Politics 18 32 -11 -14 23
None of the Above 2 -13 13 4 -13
Other Politics 22 -8 -6 3 -7
Society 5 -1 1 0 0

Table 9. Increases/decreases in each topic per year during 2018 to 2023. Unit: piece of article.
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Sampled news articles during 2018 - 2023
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Chart 6. Distribution of what topics there are in the sampled news articles mentioning the Czech

Republic from 2018 to 2023(Sources.: Taiwanese Media).

News articles on Czech-Taiwanese politics started to appear in 2019, which was after the
then-Prague Mayor Zdenék Hfib took office in late 2018. Dialogue between Prague and Taipei
about cooperation on a smart-city project and a sister city contract with Taiwan were reported on,
with Mr. Hfib re-evaluating the existing the sister city contract with Beijing. Beside this, the
decision of the then-Czech Senate President Jaroslav Kubera to visit Taiwan was also reported
by the Taiwanese news media. In addition to the increased reports on Czech-Taiwanese relations,
reports of “other politics” also experienced an increase, which was related to Czech-Taiwanese
relations. Subsequently, articles about the reaction of China towards the developing
Czech-Taiwanese relations took up 13 out of 24 of stories categorized as “other politics” in 2019,
wherein China condemned and retaliated against the Czech Republic for they labeled as internal
meddling. The rest of the news is about disagreements towards China and Russia regarding other
issues and one article drew attention to the EU punishing the Czech Republic about immigration
policy.

The number of sampled news reports on Czech-Taiwanese politics in 2020 continued to
increase as the topic of Czech Senate President visiting Taiwan persisted to be discussed and
there was also news on the Czech Republic working with Taiwan against COVID-19. In

addition, it was the new Czech Senate President Milo§ Vystr€il’s plan to visit Taiwan, following
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by the progress the Czech delegation led by Mr. Vystr¢il has had in Taiwan with Taiwanese
counterparts and businesses, which includes all the MOUs and meetings that were signed and
took place. The increase also includes the assistance the Czech Republic and Taiwan offered
each other.

On the contrary, 9 out of 21 articles on Czech domestic politics in 2020 are associated with
Czech-Taiwanese politics (Table 8). Examples include the then-Czech Senate President Jaroslav
Kubera passed away suspectedly because of China’s threat against his plan to visit Taiwan,
Czech Senate voted pass on the successor Milos Vystrcil’s visit to Taiwan and disagreements
between Czech politicians about Mr. Vystr¢il’s trip to Taiwan. Other topics include Czech
elections and scandals of the previous Prime Minister Andrej Babis, which is one of the few
articles that are marked as “concerned” as of the attitude towards the Czech Republic. In
Taiwanese media, Andrej Babis elected as Czech Prime Minister was associated with the risk
that the Czech Republic could be under too much influence of populism. Topics of “other
politics” in 2020 are similar to that in 2019, where 11 out of 16 articles were about China
threatening the Czech Republic about Czech-Taiwanese interaction. During 2021 and 2022,
news articles of “none of the above” increased again due to the global pandemic, where
Taiwanese news media reported on the surging COVID-19 cases in the Czech Republic and

other culture and sports related pieces and news.

In 2021, sampled articles on Czech-Taiwanese politics are almost as many as the previous
year with 14 out of 39 related to the cooperation of the fight against COVID-19 and the rest
related to cooperation of other sorts and plans of political visits. 17 out of 18 Czech domestic
politics news in 2021 are about the change of policies and formation of the Czech government,
Czech politicians’ health-related news and scandals, while the last one was about Czech senate
voted pass to speak for Taiwan about Taiwan’s potential inclusion in international agreements
and organizations. Again, China and Russia are heavily involved in the news of “other politics”
with China being associated with the Czech Republic regarding topics about Czech-Taiwanese
relation, and Russia being associated with the bombing dispute with the Czech Republic.

News articles on different politics seem to be reported a little more equally in the year 2022
compared to the previous few years. The news on Czech-Taiwanese politics focuses on the visit
of the Head of Legislative Yuan and the delegation he led from Taiwan, in addition to other
topics about supporting Taiwan on the international stage and the emphasis on the importance of
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cooperating with Taiwan as a democracy. The interesting finding about the articles on
Czech-Taiwanese politics in 2022 is that the Head of Legislative Yuan alongside with a
delegation visited the Czech Republic in the same year. However, there are not as many articles
drawn attention to this visit before, during or after the trip.

On the other hand, articles about Czech domestic politics are not as relevant to Taiwan as
they were before. Many of the articles are about sports, cultures, history and COVID-19, which
none practically linked to the development of corresponding Czech-Taiwanese politics.

The data of news articles are collected up to the first half of 2023 and there already has
been a big number of articles concentrating on Czech-Taiwanese politics. The center of attention
revolves around the visit of the Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies, Markéta Pekarova
Adamova, the progress and the results of the visit. Besides, the interaction between Czech
President Petr Pavel and Taiwanese President Tsai is also emphasized. The most recent
development is the summit where the Taiwanese Minister of Foreign Affairs and Mr. Pavel both
attended are also main focuses, alongside with other forms of cooperation the Czech Republic
and Taiwan attempted during the first half of 2023 (Zhou, 2023; Qiu, 2023). As for the Czech
domestic politics, Taiwanese news media drew attention on the Czech politicians’ views towards
China and the public discontentment towards the inflation in the Czech Republic.

To sum up, it is interesting to see that no articles are solely reporting on Czech-Taiwanese
economic ties. All economic related topics are associated with either Czech-Taiwanese politics
or Czech domestic politics. Throughout the years, the focus of news articles on the Czech
Republic increased when Czech politicians of high importance planned to visit Taiwan, while
politicians not representing the central government did not receive as much attention. To be
more precise, the attention towards the Czech Republic had a subtle increase in 2019 when the
then-Prague Mayor Zden€k Hiib took office and started re-evaluated the relations between
Prague and Beijing. News on the previous Czech Senate President Jaroslav Kubera’s plan to
visit Taiwan followed, and then the attention really grew significantly when Milo§ Vystr¢il
announced to complete the trip initiated by his predecessor Mr.Kubera in 2020. Yet, it does not
necessarily appear the other way around as there were not as many articles reporting on the visit
of the Head of Legislative Yuan and the delegation from Taiwan.

Lastly, with the figure of the distribution of the topics that the Czech Republic has been

mentioned (Chart 6), we can see that the portion of Czech-Taiwanese related topics has been

53



high in the past few years, whereas news about Czech society decreased its frequency of

appearance in Taiwanese news media.

With the results presented above, we can apply them to the given hypotheses.

HI: The improvement of bilateral relations between Czech Republic and Taiwan will

continue to be visible from the side of Taiwan.

The study found that the bilateral relations between the Czech Republic and Taiwan have
demonstrated lasting improvements compared to pre-2013 levels. In the past 10 years, it can be
seen that the engagement and interaction between the Czech Republic and Taiwan have become
more extensive in various aspects. Since Milo§ Vystr¢il’s visit in 2020, there has been
continuous dialogue about cooperation and demonstration of support between the Czech
Republic and Taiwan. With the development between the two countries, Hypothesis One is

tested positive.

H2: The change in the Czech-Taiwanese relations will be manifested in the following

aspects: political, economic, and societal.

After analyzing the data, it is found that the change in the bilateral relations has so far
seemed to be manifesting mostly in political and societal aspects. Political engagement appeared
to have intensified compared to previous years as there were both Czech and Taiwanese
politicians of high-level leading delegations to the other’s country in the past 3 years. In the
societal aspect, topics of news articles about the Czech Republic have shifted to put more
emphasis on Czech-Taiwanese politics over the past 5 years, with additional news coverage
during Czech politicians’ visits. Lastly, the economic aspect has not shown any significant
improvement in the past decade. However, economic cooperation and trade trends require a
longer period of observation, and as the evolving bilateral relationship is relatively recent, this

remains to be seen. Therefore, Hypothesis Two is tested partially positive.
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Chapter 5

Conclusion

Through the examination of the data, the research question “How has the change in the
bilateral relations reflected in Taiwan? “is answered. Additionally, the two hypotheses are tested
through the investigation and analysis of the acquired data with Hypothesis One being “The
improvement of bilateral relations between Czech Republic and Taiwan will continue to be
visible from the side of Taiwan” and Two being “The change in the Czech-Taiwanese relations
will be manifested in the following aspects: economic, societal and political.”

The observations are made and interpreted as a change in Czech-Taiwanese relations
reflected in Taiwan. By testing the hypotheses, based on the analysis of the data at political,
economic and societal levels, Hypothesis One is tested positive and Two is partially positive.

After interpreting empirics at all three levels, it can be seen that the change in the bilateral
relations has reflected in Taiwan in multiple dimensions, confirming Hypothesis One. The
Czech Republic has been continuously included and emphasized in the political and societal
level in the past years and the significance of topics which the Czech Republic is included has
increased. From focusing on multilateral meetings to the official governmental delegations, the
engagement appears to have intensified. Yet, with the trade flow having increased and
investment flow remaining static both in the past 10 years. Thus, Hypothesis Two is not wholly
proven in terms of the economic level, as there is no direct evidence showing the growth of trade
is a result of the evolving bilateral relations. On top of this, the investment flow has not shown
any significant changes. Yet, compensated with the societal empirics, it has been reported
multiple times in recent years that many MOUSs have been signed between the Czech Republic
and Taiwan, as well as the launch of the direct flight between the two capitals. Possibilities are
that these dialogues and written forms of initiatives to cooperate can be put into practice and
increase growth in the aspect of economic cooperation.

To summarize the findings, at the political level, the annual reports from the Minister of
Foreign Affairs show that the Czech Republic has been mentioned most of the time in the past
10 years except for the year 2017 and 2019. In the early years, topics included MOUs signed
between the two countries and multilateral meetings, whereas in recent years, there is more

illustration on the bilateral interactions such as donation of medical supplies and the Czech
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Republic speaking up for Taiwan in international conferences and forums. Generally, the Czech
Republic has had a more extensive range of interaction with Taiwan. Politicians of higher
importance started visiting in recent years, such as Milo§ Vystr¢il in 2020 and Markéta Pekarova
Adamova in 2023. As for the governmental scholarship, the increase in the total budget is seen
but there are no direct governmental documents stating that the increase in scholarship budget to
the Czech Republic is due to the developing bilateral relations.

At the economic level, investment flow in the past 10 years does not quite demonstrate a
positive or negative growth pattern from either side of the flow. Contrarily, trade flow in the past
10 years does show an increase from both sides in the past 10 years with outflow from Taiwan to
the Czech Republic being higher in amount than inflow from the Czech Republic to Taiwan.
What can be expected is that with various MOUs signed between the Czech Republic and
Taiwan, it is possible that the collaboration in business, academics and governmental institutes
can increase, which results in growth in trade or investment flow as well.

Finally, the individual movement between the two countries does not showcase any trend of
increases or decreases. This can be linked to the COVID-19 pandemic which restricted
individual movement globally. Nonetheless, as mentioned previously, there has not been a direct
flight between the Czech Republic and Taiwan until July 2023. With the launch of the direct
flight, the volume of travelers between the two countries can increase in the upcoming years.

As for the reflection of the Czech Republic in the Taiwanese news media, more and more
emphasis has been put on Czech-Taiwanese politics, which could be the result of increasing
public interest and the increasing interaction between the two states. Judging based on the trend
of news coverage as well as the interaction between the two countries at other levels, it can be
expected that the development of the bilateral relations will continue to be covered by the
Taiwanese news media.

All things considered, the evolving Czech-Taiwanese relations have shown progress on
multiple levels within. However, the extent of improvement between the two countries might
significantly depend on the stances of governments in office, particularly the Czech government.
As mentioned earlier, the visit of Milo§ Vystr¢il resulted in noticeable changes at the political
and societal levels, while the economic level remains less apparent. That being said, the position
of the Taiwanese government in office is of a smaller variable for the future development of the
bilateral relationship, as Taiwan seeks to receive recognition in the international community due
to its unique geopolitical stance.
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As we can see from the empirics presented above, the improvement in the bilateral
relationship can be summarized with a few distinctive examples. For instance, the annual reports
from the Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign affairs have covered a more extensive and in-depth
engagement with the Czech Republic. In addition, the trade flow did increase over the decade
regardless of the reason behind the growth. Lastly, the Taiwanese news media have also covered
articles on the Czech Republic more frequently with more focus on political topics. Concrete
achievements, such as the launch of the Prague-Taipei direct flight, also indicate that
Czech-Taiwanese relations still possess ample room for improvement. In conclusion, according
to the analysis, ongoing efforts and developments continue to shape the bilateral relationship at
various levels, contributing to the possibility of further cooperation and advancements in the

future.
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Introduction

Because of the complexity of the political stance of Taiwan, Taiwan has been
struggling to function as a state in the international society. However, after the
visit of the Czech senate president, Milo§ Vystr¢il in 2020, the Czech-Taiwanese
relation improved visibly and significantly, with Czech Republic being one of the
few countries openly supporting Taiwan in the international society. What’s more
important is that the change in the bilateral relation has had an effect on the
domestic public in Taiwan. With the improving Czech and Taiwanese relation, I
would like to ask the question of how the change in the bilateral relation has

influenced Taiwan at the domestic level.

In the research, I would like to study the change of the bilateral relation
through the lens of liberalism and constructivism, including the configuration of
social identities and common values. Additionally, in order to find out about the
impact on Taiwan, I will include the effect of media reports on the visit of Milo§
Vystréil. Taiwanese media have reflected the process of the visit and the
information has been constantly offered to the audience, which resulted in the
Czech Republic being a hot topic in Taiwan. The attention drew to the Czech
Republic has sped up cooperation and interaction on various spheres, which
includes economic sphere (investment and trade flows, and business cooperation
deals), administration and politics (Taiwanese government’s reports,
announcements/comments and prospects), educational and cultural sphere

(academic collaboration and interaction), technology sphere (technological
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cooperation and business), individual movement, visibility of the Czech Republic

in the Taiwanese media and what content is covered in the media.

As the impacts have altered Taiwan domestically in consideration of the
Czech Republic, it is to be seen how much and how long the change of the
Czech-Taiwanese relation will continue to reflect on Taiwan at the domestic

level.

Research target, research question

Research Question: How has the change in Czech-Taiwanese relation been

reflected on Taiwan?

After the visit of Milo§ Vystr¢il in 2020, the Czech-Taiwanese relation has been
improving since as the shift of attitude from the Czech side has been made visible.
The change in the bilateral relation brought about the effect that Taiwanese people are
starting to notice the country, the Czech Republic and it has been projected in several
dimensions. Along with the covid diplomacy, Taiwanese people have been receiving
a lot of positive information on the Czech Republic through the media, which in turns,
reflected in various aspects of Taiwan domestically. Hereby, I am investigating how
Taiwan has been influenced by the change in the bilateral relation since.

Since the Czech Republic has been a hot topic, I would like to research on how
the change in the bilateral relation has been reflected upon Taiwan in various aspects.
With the data acquired, I would analyze the investment flows, the trade flows,

educational, cultural and technological exchange on both governmental and individual
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levels by looking at the governmental announcements, reports and foreign policies
plans, MOUs as well as collaboration programs between universities and academies
or relevant businesses.

Through the analysis, I hope to find the answers to how the change has
influenced Taiwan on the domestic sphere since the improving Czech-Taiwanese

relation.

Literature review

The visit of Milos Vystréil took place under the name of support for democratic
like-minded partners and economic development, despite the opposition of the Czech
then-president. In this research, the series of interactions between Czech Republic and
Taiwan starting with the visit in 2020 will be analyzed through the lens of liberalism
and constructivism as an overlap viewpoint of international politics in a way that
norms, values, and states of social identities are so prominent (Hopf, 1998). For
instance, it was the social identity presented by Milo§ Vystr¢il during his visit that
demonstrates support for democracy (Moravcsik, 1997). Additionally, the bettering
relation between the two nations has also opened doors for collaboration on economy,
education, technology and more (Chaudoin, et al., 2015).

Through the news reports, the visit quickly became a nation-wide topic and
Taiwanese people thanked Milos Vytrcil for the support, starting to see the country,
the Czech Republic, with more attention in a positive perception (Kaarbo, 2015; Lee
and Hong, 2012). In this research, the role of media here is mostly seen as an outlet of

delivery of messages to the mass public, instead of an agenda setter that attempts to

67


about:blank

exert power to influence politics (Wanta, et al., 2004). Taiwanese people responded to
the change of attitudes from the Czech Republic by showing more interests in the
country (Kertzer and Zeitzoff, 2017; Snow, 2020).

On the other hand, it is an interesting point to notice that the initiative of the
change in the bilateral relations was made by the parliamentary representatives.
Therefore, I would like to include the literature on the role of parliamentary and
legislative representatives in international politics as they sometimes tend to engage in
international affairs as a rather flexible approach (Tiri and Jance, 2018). At the same
time, literature regarding public diplomacy would as well be used to analyze the

change and the impacts as a matter of the special stance of Taiwan (Wiseman, 2019).

Conceptual and theoretical framework, research hypotheses

Throughout the thesis, the theories of liberalism and constructivism will be used
as the main framework to analyze how the change of the bilateral relations happened
and how Taiwan has been impacted. The initiative of the attitude shift from the side of
the Czech Republic took place under the name of support for democratic like-minded
partners, which corresponds to the ideologies of the mentioned theories, such as social
identities and belief in democracy. Taiwan, in turns, has responded to the shift of
attitude and seized opportunities to deepen ties due to similar social identities.

Additionally, parliamentary and public diplomacy will as well be applied. For
the former, the shift of attitude from the Czech side was initially demonstrated by the
Senate president. The response from the Taiwanese side as well included a visit to

Prague led by the head of Legislative Yuan (The highest legislative institute in
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Taiwan). Thus, the relatively flexible position of the parliaments in diplomatic
activities will be discussed in the research, as well as other features of parliamentary
diplomacy. The latter, on the other hand, is applied when collaboration in various
spheres increases during the bettering bilateral relations. For instance, the increased
offers for educational scholarships encouraged more Czech students to visit Taiwan as
a means of public diplomacy.

Considering the research question is more of an observation and analysis of the
result of the transformed bilateral relations between Czech Republic and Taiwan, with
the concepts and theories applied, the research will provide explanatory findings and
conclusions regarding the projections of the changed relationship in Taiwan
domestically. The findings will be categorized into two main sectors, governmental
and societal. That is to say that the reflections will be analyzed at the governmental
level to see if the Taiwanese government has directed its policies to better fit the
deepening ties with Czech Republic; at the societal level, I will look at whether
bilateral cooperation in private sectors has increased through means such as
investigating the trend in trade and investment flow, or business projects engaging

companies and parties from both sides.

H1: The reflection will be an ongoing change in Taiwan domestically.

In order to see if the shift in the bilateral relations can pose a lasting change in

Taiwan, there would be observation of trend of investment and trade flows from the

year 2019 to 2022, bilateral cooperation deals by both public and private sectors, the

mentioning of the Czech Republic and in what light it is described, etc. Hereby I
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would like to emphasize that the shift of the bilateral relations is a recent point to be
observed, the change to be seen is defined in a way that it is not only a fad around the
visit of Mr. Vystr¢il in 2020, but development continues to take place on the

Taiwanese side.

H2: The change in the Czech-Taiwanese relations will be manifested in the

following aspects.: political, economic, and societal.

The second hypothesis is an extension of the first hypothesis. The reflections of
the changed bilateral relations will be observed and analyzed in several aspects from
material, societal to political. The empirical data ranges from Czech-Taiwanese trade
and investment (economic), news reports on Czech Republic (societal), and
governmental policies and announcements (political). I would like to analyze the
collected data to see how the expectations of the ongoing change can be seen in what

field and what level.

Empirical data and analytical technique

The purpose of this research is to see how the change of the Czech-Taiwanese
relation has reflected on Taiwan domestically by incorporating various analytical
approaches to fit different dataset. With the shift in attitude from Milo§ Vystr¢il from
the side of Czech Republic, I would like to have support and belief in democracy and
human rights as the background of the turning point of the bilateral relation. The

timeframe of the collected data will be set from 2019 to present, which includes data
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includes governmental reports of the Czech Republic, foreign policies, and
announcements from the Taiwanese government, trade and investment flows from
both Czech and Taiwanese governmental institutions, bilateral MOUs (memorandum
of understanding) and business, educational, cultural and technological collaboration
programs launched by companies, academies and governments. Additionally, to
observe if there is any increase of people flow after the visit in 2020, I will also
include the numbers of visitors with Taiwanese passports travelling to Czech
Republic and that of visitors with Czech passports entering Taiwan. On top of these,
mainstream media reports on the Czech Republic will as well be analyzed with media
data analysis. Qualitative content analysis will be applied on this research and it will
be focusing on whether the Czech Republic has been mentioned more frequently and
in what light it is mentioned since the visit of Milo§ Vystr¢il in 2020 (Drisko, 2016).
The dataset on the trade flows and investment flows (2019-2022) will be analyzed
through a quasi-experimental method to find out whether the economic relation has
developed between the two nations before and after the visit of the Czech Senate
president (Meier et al., 20006).

Due to the limitation of the acquired data of investment flow, I acquire only the
investment flows from the Czech National Bank and a summary from the Taiwanese
ministry of foreign affairs on Czech-Taiwanese data from the year 2019 to present,
instead of the complete investment flow reports. Thus, I will not be able to compare
the investment flows recorded by both nations. Rather, the investment flow data will
be mostly collected from the Czech National Bank only. The trade flow dataset, on
the other hand, is only collected from the Taiwanese bureau of trade because of the

availability of data. However, both trade flow and investment flow are observed in the
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sense of the trends over time in regard to the change in the bilateral relation. The

statistics of trade and investment flow will not be analyzed individually.

A.  Taiwanese government’s foreign policy plans, reports, and announcements
for the past decade

B.  Trade flow from Taiwanese bureau of trade

C. Investment flow from Czech National Bank

D. Bilateral MOUs and programs launched accordingly

E.  Collaborative programs regarding education, technology, business, etc.

F.  Taiwanese media’s news coverage on Czech Republic

G.  Taiwa Taoyaun Airport data on numbers of Taiwanese passport owners

visiting Czech Republic and that of Czech passport owners entering Taiwan

Planned thesis outline

Present the expected thesis outline. Typically, an empirically oriented thesis will follow the

following or similar structure:
* Introduction
e Data
e Literature review

= Theoretical framework and hypothesis
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e Liberalism and constructivism

e Public diplomacy and parliamentary diplomacy

o Hypothesis: the change of the Czech-Taiwanese relation has had

reflections in Taiwan

Methodology: Qualitative content analysis method and quasi-experimental

method

= Empirical-analytical section: media data analysis and qualitative content

analysis

Explanatory findings

e Governmental level

e Societal level

= Conclusions

Note that each thesis needs to also contain a review of the relevant literature. It can be
presented in one section with the conceptual/theoretical framework, it can be a part of the

introduction, or it can constitute a separate section (typically right after the introduction).
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