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Student’s name: Assem Tokayeva

Thesis title: Media Framing: Transformation of Nursultan Nazarbayev’s
Image in the US Media

Name of the supervisor: Mgr. Jan Miessler

Name of the opponent: prof. PhDr. Hynek Jetabek, CSc.

What are the strengths and weaknesses of the thesis? Please give your reasons for the
suggested grade in detail below.

1. Does the author show understanding of one or more theories, and use theory to
generate a hypothesis or to make the problem area more understandable.

Comments:

In literature review, the author works with a wide selection of relevant academic literature.
The thesis covers areas such as media in non-democratic countries, propaganda, media effects
and framing — in other words, a combination of positivistic and critical approaches, with more
emphasis on the former, especially on the framing. The research questions and methods
follow logically both the theories and the selected topic.

2. Is the research question articulated clearly and properly? Is the research question
sufficiently answered in the conclusion?

Comments:

The two research questions (pp. 20-23) are clear within the context of the respective chapter
dedicated to them, although they are formulated in a general way but answered in a more
specific way. In discussion and conclusions, both the research questions and the hypotheses
related to them are answered thoroughly.

3. Is the thesis based on relevant research and literature and does it accurately
summarize and integrate the information?

Comments:

Literature review covers key areas relevant to the thesis topic. The author demonstrates a
reliable knowledge of media and politics in Kazakhstan and in the United States, and adequate
knowledge of the media theories relevant for her chosen research approach. In this way, she is
able to provide meaningful and relevant conclusions.
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4. What is the quality of the data or the other sources? Are the sample method, data
collection and data analysis appropriate?

Comments:

The selection of data for analysis is explained in a specific chapter (pp. 24-27). Author
explains her choices which are both logical and functional and seem to be the best way how to
answer the research questions in their more specific meaning and also to possibly uncover
interesting or unexpected issues.

5. Are the findings relevant to the research question? Are the conclusions of the thesis
based on strong arguments?

Comments:
The findings are directly related to the research questions and the conclusions of the thesis are
supported by convincing arguments.

6. Are the author’s thoughts distinguished unambiguously from the borrowed ideas?

Comments:
The author quotes sources properly and it is clear when she presents her own ideas or
conclusions.

7. Is the thesis containing original/innovative research (in terms of topic, approach,
and/or findings)?

Comments:

The research is working with well-established methods and theories. Examining how the
established Western media may become uncritical of a nondemocratic regime and its leader is
an original topic. The identified differences between the analysed media and possible reasons
for these differences discussed by the author open up a new area for a critical reflection of
how the mainstream US journalism works.

8. What is the quality of style and other formal requirements?

Comments:

The thesis is well structured, and its text is easy to follow, although the key issues should be
clearly emphasized — at some points, the author does not distinguish too much between
important and less important information. Overall, the thesis meets the formal requirements.

9. Are there any other strengths and weaknesses of the thesis, which are not included in
the previous questions? Please list them if any.

Comments:
Possibly there could be more transparency regarding how strong the conclusions really are,
given the methods and data used, but that may be open to debate.
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10.  What topic do you suggest for the discussion in the thesis defence?

Comments:
I would like to suggest following topics:
A) To which extent can the uncritical coverage of the Kazakhstan regime and its leader be
explained by PR efforts of the regime? Can there be other alternative explanations?
B) How strong and consistent are the results? Could it be that the identified differences
between the analysed media outlets are only coincidential?

11. Declaration that the supervisor has read the result of the originality check in the
system: [0%] Theses [25%] Turnitin [ 1] Original (Urkund)

Supervisor's comment on the originality check result:
Turnitin identifies 25 % similarity, but it mostly highlights references, standard
phrases or passages that are either properly quoted or at least it is clear where are they
coming from.

Overall assessment of the thesis:

(Please, state clearly whether the thesis is or is not recommended for a defence and write the
main reasons for the recommendation).

I recommend the thesis for the defence.

Despite their reputation of journalistic excellence, the US mainstream media are sometimes
suspiciously uncritical toward non-democratic regimes and political leaders. Critical authors
such as Herman and Chomsky (1988) and others suggest that it reflects the US foreign policy.
Considering changes in the US relationship towards Kazakhstan, the thesis looks how
(un)critical the selected US media were about the Kazakhstan’s leader Nursultan Nazarbayev
and whether there is any difference between leading commercial outlets on one hand and
media formally close to the US government on the other. This is both theoretically and
empirically relevant.

The scope of the thesis is substantial, the author is familiar with political and media landscape
in Kazakhstan as well as the efforts of its regime to improve its image in the West. The
research itself is executed reasonably well and the choices are rather well explained. The
author is careful in her statements, but | think that she has been able to uncover something
substantial.

Proposed grade: A-B

(A- B: excellent, C-D: very good, E: good, F: fail)
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