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Master’s Thesis Evaluation Form
Student’s name: Assem Tokayeva

Thesis title: Media Framing: Transformation of Nursultan Nazarbayev’s Image in the
U.S. Media

Name of the supervisor: Mgr. Jan Miessler

Name of the opponent: Prof. PhDr. Hynek Jerabek, CSc.

What are the strengths and weaknesses of the thesis? Please give your reasons for the
suggested grade in detail below.

1. Does the author show understanding of one or more theories, and use theory to
generate a hypothesis or to make the problem area more understandable.

Comments: Yes, Assem Tokayeva understands and presented the framing theory. Their
hypotheses are based on this theretical beground.

2. Is the research question articulated clearly and properly? Is the research question
sufficiently answered in the conclusion?

Comments: The research question is articulated clearly. According Assem Tokayeva: “The
thesis aims to examine the relationship between media framing and its effects on the portrayal
of Nursultan Nazarbayev ... in three leading U.S. newspapers, The New York Times, The
Washington Post and The Wall Street Journal ..., and two online media outlets, Radie Free
Europe/Radio Liberty and Eurasianet.” She used content analysis and covered the period of
2011 — 2022 (p.3-4). In conclusion she approved the first hypothesis, that Nursultan
Nazarbayev was described neutrally as president or leader and positively as the man of peace
... E.g., media: “tends to select certain facts ... while ignoring ... other sides of a news story.”
(p-50). In Hypothesis 2: “... critical analysis was presented in the reviewed articles of
commercial media and Eurasianet.” (p.51). The research question is answered.

3. Is the thesis based on relevant research and literature and does it accurately
summarize and integrate the information?
Comments: Yes, the literature and research, on which the thesis is based, is well discussed.

4. What is the quality of the data or the other sources? Are the sample method, data
collection and data analysis appropriate?
Comments: The data for content analysis are selected according to the methodological rules
and are sufficient to the author’s analysis.

5. Are the findings relevant to the research question? Are the conclusions of the thesis
based on strong arguments?

Comments: The findings are relevant to the research question. But the arguments are not
strong enough. In my opinion it would be desirable to ask, why the presentation of the strong
autoritative leader of the post-Soviet state was framed in the U.S. press without deaper
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politological analysis. Did Assem Tokayeva read and analysed also papers in leading journals
in the field of international relations and/or political sciences and area studies in the region?

6. Are the author’s thoughts distinguished unambiguously from the borrowed ideas?
Comments: Yes.

7. Is the thesis containing original/innovative research (in terms of topic, approach,
and/or findings)?
Comments: Not so much.

8. What is the quality of style and other formal requirements?
Comments: The style and grammar are O.K., from my point of view. The thesis is
understandable.

9. Are there any other strengths and weaknesses of the thesis, which are not included in
the previous questions? Please list them if any.
Comments:

10. What topic do you suggest for the discussion in the thesis defence?

Comments:

Could you be so kind and explain: Why and how, according your opinion and knowledge, the
non-critical framing of Nursultan Nazarbayev influenced majority of leading U.S.
newspapers?

11.  Declaration that the supervisor has read the result of the originality check in the
system: [ | Theses [ ] Turnitin [ ] Original (Urkund)

(Please, state clearly whether the thesis is or is not recommended for a defence and write the
main reasons for the recommendation).

I recommend the thesis for a defence. The topic, theory, methodology and conclusion are O.K.
12. Overall assessment of the thesis: C-D: very good

Proposed grade:

(A- B: excellent, C-D: very good, E: good, F: fail)

Date: 18.8.2023

Signature:
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