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The student presented her thesis on potential production shifting
from China to Vietnam and its effect on global value chains. She
started with motivating the chosen topic and presented her research
questions. Then the student turned to introducting the methodological
approaches she used to study trade data: network analysis,
hypothetical extraction method, and trade decomposition. The largest
part of the presentation was dedicated to explanation and
interpretation of all results stemming from the formulated research
questions. After the presentation, questions from the referee reports
regarding methods, data, and original contribution were raised.
Afterwards the committee members raised questions mostly focusing
on interpretation of the results and their policy and business
consequences. In the end the committee members were satisfied with
the student's performance and, in line with both referee reports,
agreed on grade B.
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