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Contribution

The author tackles the very difficult question of fertility rate development in Central Europe. The methods
are chosen adequately for the research question as they deal with data contraints the topic faces. The
author deserves credit for using the synthetic control group which is not a straightforward method as a
tool for her inquiry.The author explains it in a clear, intuitive, and engaging way. The limits of the methods
are properly explained and the proper checks are correctly carried out. It extensively describes
approaches to family policy and gives a good overview of policies in V4. The results are, however, rather
indicative as there might be concerns about their robustness.

Literature

The author provides a satisfying overview of related literature. It provides a decent overview of the
conceptual part of the literature showing which countries follow which types of policy. The author could
have dug deeper in applied literature, however, giving the reader greater spectrum of impact studies for
various types of policies - not just in V4 but in other countries. After all, although the policies do interact
with other factors specific for individual countires, well-conducted impact study should attempt to control
for these specifics and thus provide generalizable results. That said, the literature covered in the thesis
has adequate scope and is done properly.

Manuscript form

The manuscript form is in a satisfying state, but there is room for improvement. Particularly, the writer
should attempt to write in a more condensed way, trying to avoid repeating herself. Moreover, she should
abstain from value-based claims and base all the conclusions on data analysis or existing literature.
However, this a constructive criticism which at any rate does not hinder successful defense of the thesis.

Summary and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense

In my opinion, the thesis does meet the requirements of the program at IES, Faculty of Social Sciences,
Charles University. | do recommend it for the defense and thus suggest a grade B. The results of the
Urkund analysis do not indicate significant text similarity with other available sources.

During the defense, | would like the author to explain how synthetic control group fits the research
question and what other empirical strategies might be feasible. | would also like her to elaborate on the
issues of low fertility for the particular economies with respect to economic dynamism, Baumol’s cost
disease, rising Al, migration and so on.

The main focus of the defense should, however, be the interpretation of the results. How reliable are the
results? What should be done to increase their reliability? What data would be needed and what kind of
analysis would be needed?
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