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Please provide a short summary of the thesis, your assessment of each of the four key 
categories, and an overall evaluation and suggested questions for the discussion. The 
minimum length of the report is 300 words. 
 
Short summary 
 
The thesis compares the effect of family policies in V4 countries using the Synthetic Control Method 
(SCM). Review of reforms suggests diverse approaches to family policies in different V4 countries, the 
aim of all of which was to boost the total fertility rate (TFR). The effect of most of them was found 
insignificant in the thesis, with the exception of 2015 Czech reform increasing tax reliefs for families 
with children. Neither Hungarian nor Slovakian reforms suggest any effect. The author found only a 
short term effect for Poland. 
 
Contribution 
The author contributes both to theoretical and empirical literature analyzing an important topic. 
 
Methods 
As the primary analytical method, the thesis applies the Synthetic Control Method (SCM) which 
estimates the effect of an intervention in a specific group using a weighted combination of control 
units. The SCM estimates a scenario of what would happen had not been for the policy change. More 
countries that were not affected by the change form a weighted control group (donog pool). 
 
As a necessary condition, similarity of the control group has to be tested.. How des the author 
test similarity of the countries int he donor pool (group of control countries)? 
Could results in figure 12 and and 13  indicate that there is a wrong donor pool? In other words, if the 
lines are significantly alike, isn´t it an indication of a good donor pool? Thus your treatment country 
and the donor pool are not sufficiently alike, right? Is there a statitical test that could be used for 
this purposes? 
 
 
Why was post-treatment period only 5 years long? I would assume that the effect of such 
policies may také time. 
When estimating the effect of 2015 reform for Czechia, could the effect be contaminated by the 
reform of 2008? How can you statistically prove that the effect of the previous reform does not 
have a delayed effect? 
 
Explain the oncept of the placebo test carried out in the thesis. I did not quite understand it – 
based on what statistical tests were some members of the donor group excluded? 
 
Literature 
The literature is decently dealth with. Sometimes, citations are not corrrect, e.g. P39 „Li concluded…“ 
instead of „Li(year) concluded“ 
 
Manuscript form 
For a master thesis, I would expect a more polished writing style. Flow of thoughts is not 
straightforward. Thoughts fly from one place to the other, they would deserve better coordination 
which would result in a text that is more readable. 
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Overall evaluation and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense 
The thesis is a reproduction exercise. A state-of-the-art methodology is applied on a sample of data. 
Such an approach is not a problem for a master thesis.  
 
The text is however not well written to attract the reader´s attention. There is no real added value after 
the first analysis (Czechia). I would suggest putting all figures together and discussing them jointly. In 
the current state, it suggests that the author aimed to fill pages. Reading the same text with replaced 
numbers results in a bored reader. I very much enjoyed reading results for Czechia and Hungary and 
the rest resembles very much a copy-paste system.  
 
In addition, I would appreciate a more rigorous statistical testing of the goodness of fit of the model. 
The validity of the model is based on graphical analysis mostly. E.g. tests for the similarity of the 
samples (ANOVA, etc.). 
 
On the other hand, I appreciate the value added of the robustness check, though more rigorous 
discussion in the text would be desirable. 
 
Typesetting in LaTeX would have been much more convenient, both for tables and graphics. 
 
 
Minor points: 
Too many fillers – „as already mentioned“ 
P23 „they“ instead of that 
P42 „prior“ should be excluded 
 
Some of my major points were already raised above, additional questions for the defense 
include: 

1. Why do you see a room for policy unification? It family policy unification important at all 
(introduction)? 

2. Provide a bried discussion on the fertility rate in the developing world. Can higher fertility rate 
in the developing world compensate for a lower fertility rate in the developed world? The trend 
from 6.9 to 6 in Somalia is actually desirable, right? You say that „by 2100 the TFR will 
converge to the replacement rate“, however, TFR for OECD countries in 2021 was already 
1.59.Is it not alarming enough? 

3. Discuss on the negative weight under the SCM – improvement of out-of-sample predictions 
vs. Extrapolation and loss of interpretability. Explain how are negative weights constructed. 

- The control sample does not have to fulfill  the paralel trend reguirements. It sufficies that the 
countries „are similar in all possible terms“ and „there was no intervention during the pre- and 
post-intervention period“ This sounds rather like an „anecdotal evidence“ than a condition for a 
statistics to be valid. How do you test for these (also raised above)? 

4. I would appreciate clarification on page 66 for Poland „The lines have followed a similar trend 
for the most part, with actual values being slightly below the synthetic values since 2002, four 
years prior to any intervention. This negative difference suggests a potential negative impact 
on the TFR. This was evident in 2002 when the rate significantly decreased due to the 
government's decision to stop providing insurance coverage for hormonal contraceptives and 
reduce maternity leave from six to three months.“ 

- In this context, I would expect TFR to increase due to lacking insurance coverage for 
hormonal contraceptives and decrease due to shortening of maternity leave. So the author 
uses two contradictory arguments in one paragraph 
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Despite my comments, the thesis fulfills the requirements for a master thesis at IES, Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Charles University, I recommend it for the defense and suggest a grade C. 
 
The results of the Turnitin analysis do not indicate significant text similarity with other available 
sources. 

 
 
 
SUMMARY OF POINTS AWARDED (for details, see below):  
 

CATEGORY POINTS 

Contribution                 (max. 30 points) 21 

Methods                       (max. 30 points) 23 

Literature                     (max. 20 points) 17 

Manuscript Form         (max. 20 points) 10 

TOTAL POINTS         (max. 100 points) 71 

GRADE            (A – B – C – D – E – F) C 
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Jana Votápková  
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE: 

 
 
CONTRIBUTION:  The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to 
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the 
thesis. 
 
 
 
 
METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s 
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.  
 
 
 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way. 
 
 
 
 

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including 
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a 
complete bibliography. 
  
 

 
 
Overall grading: 

 

TOTAL GRADE 

91 – 100 A 

81 - 90 B 

71 - 80 C 

61 – 70 D 

51 – 60 E 

0 – 50 F 

 


