ABSTRACT

This thesis focuses on analysing the concept of human agency in peripheral regions with a discontinuous
development and contributes to the current debate in economic evolutionary geography. Specifically,
the study targets two districts in the Karlovy Vary region — Cheb and Sokolov — with the region being
internally differentiated in terms of development potential. The aim of the thesis is to gain a deeper
understanding of how human agency has transformed in the post-totalitarian period concerning
development trajectories and how this human agency and its changes contribute to the creation of
development potential. To achieve this goal, intensive qualitative research was conducted using semi-
structured interviews. The data collection involved a wide range of actors from both regions, including
representatives of public administration at the local and regional levels, significant entrepreneurs, non-
profit development entities, and others. The data obtained for this study was analysed through coding,
which enabled the identification of key themes, patterns, and correlations in human agency and their
roles in creating development potential and directing development trajectories. The research results
revealed that both districts exhibit multiple types of human agency simultaneously and that worse
structural conditions do not necessarily imply lower development potential. These findings can serve as

a valuable resource for policymakers and development program creators.



