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PART I. Attributive possession

The relationship between a possessor and a possessum can be expressed within an
NP, and the resulting construction is a phrase, not a complete sentence/clause. This
kind of construction is known as ‘attributive possession’. The possessor can be a
noun or a pronoun. In the latter case, we get phrases like “my pen”, “his brother”,
“their work”, etc., in the former case, we get phrases like “the teacher’s house”,
“the roof of the house”, “Peter’s car”, etc.

A. Pronominal possessors
*A.1 Use of personal pronouns as possessive

Is it possible in your sign language to use personal pronouns in a possessive sense?
This is like saying “1 brother” for “my brother”, or “she car” for “her car”. If pro-
nouns use index finger pointing in your sign language, this construction looks like
index finger pointing together with the sign for the possessum. An example from
Indian Sign Language is this:

yes/no
(ex. 1) INDEX1 COMPUTER WORK CAN INDEX3?

‘Can s/he work on my computer?’
where INDEX1 COMPUTER expresses ‘my computer’.

[ 1 Itis not possible in my sign language to use personal pronouns in a possessive
sense. = Go to question A.2.

[ ] Itis possible in my sign language to use personal pronouns in a possessive
sense.

*A.1.1 What are the possible word orders?
[ 1 pronoun - possessum
[ ] possessum — pronoun
[ ] pronoun -. possessum — pronoun
[ ] possessum — pronoun - possessum
Give some examples (appr. 3-5) of this construction.

A.1.2 If more than one order is possible, is there any difference in meaning or us-
age?

*A.2 Possessive pronouns

L L 1%

Does your sign language have a separate set of possessive pronouns (“my”, “your”,
etc.) in addition to the personal pronouns? Note that there may be more than one



APPENDIX 257

sct of possessive pronouns. Some North-American Indian languages use a separate
set of possessive pronouns for alienable and a different set for inalienable pos-
session, so that “my” in “my sister” is different from “my” in “my cup”. Or there
may be another set of emphatic possessive pronouns meaning “my, your... own’.
Some sign languages have a separate set of pronouns for polite forms, €.g. “you’.
as said to address your child, versus ‘you(polite)’, as said to address your boss.
These pronouns are called ‘honorific pronouns’ and should not be confused with
possessive pronouns. '

[‘ ] No, there are no separate possessive pronouns in my sign language. < Go to
question A.3.

[ ] There is one set of possessive pronouns in my sign language.

[ 1 There are several sets of possessive pronouns in my sign language (if this is
the case, complete a separate column for each pronoun type in A.2.1). Russian Sign
Language has three different possessive pronouns; we have not found more than
three in any sign language yet.

*A.2.1 List the set of possessive pronouns (tick the boxes for which there is a sepa-
rate sign in your sign language):

category comments/explanations
: That is, not marked for person, like saying
L1 o hmpesonal ‘(someone’s)own’ instead of ‘my/your... own’
In many languages 1st person is special in
Ist person | some way. For example, the use of different
f 1111 (L] | singular handshapes in the Korean Sign Language
(‘my”) pronoun paradigms are special for 1st person
only.
2nd person
[ 14011 1| sngular
(‘your’)
Most sign Janguages have no gender distinc-
3rd person ; 3
S tions. However, sometimes we do see gender
ol e bl & marking. For example, Polish Sign Language
(‘his/her/ ; 5 :
its”) has a special form for feminine possessive
g ‘her’, with its own handshape
In personal pronouns, person distinctions in
; dual number can be very precise in many sign
Dual (‘of e . %50
languages, so that it is possible to specify ‘you
the two ‘a e ,
[l ] and me’, ‘you and s/he’, ‘me and s/he’ etc.
of us/you/ . ; .
! || Please state the possible possessive forms in
them’) - ;
your sign language, if any. If other numbers
are possible (3, 4, 5..)), state these also
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[ Bpaekg i s;pelll:ra] There are often special restrictions on first
(- ouf’) person plural in sign languages.
2nd per-
son plural
Edobibbiild P
(D7)
Sl There may be no difference between second
bl b la b onp fhl and third person forms in either the singular or
(‘th epir’) the plural or in both, in which case you may

prefer the term “non-first” person.

Some sign languages have general forms that
Ist person | show person, but are unmarked for number, as
L1101 ([] | unmarked in Indo-Pakistani Sign Language. In this case,
for number | 1st person possessive can mean both ‘my’ and

’

our .

3

2nd person
] unmarked
for number
3rd person
LTI1011([]1 | unmarked
for number

Give a few examples (appr. 3-5) of the use of NPs with possessive pronouns. If
there is any additional information for your sign language based on the comments/
explanations above, such as information about gender marking, first person, im-
personal, etc., please explain it at this point and give an example of the use of the
sign(s) in question.

*A.2.2 Possessive pronouns can be of various types. For example, Turkish Sign
Language has a set of general possessive pronouns (‘my’, ‘your’...), and one im-
personal form for emphatic possessive (‘(someone’s) own’). Indian Sign Language
only has a set of emphatic possessives (‘my own’, ‘your own’...), and otherwise uses
personal pronouns as possessives. Russian Sign Language has locative/existential
possessive pronouns that are closely related to deictic pointing. There may also be
more specialised uses, such as special possessive pronouns to be used only with
inalienable possession. On the other hand, Chinese Sign Language has no posses-
sive pronouns at all. Which of the following possessive pronoun types exists in
your sign language?
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] general possessive (‘my’)

] emphatic possessive (‘my own’)

] possessive locational/existential (‘my ... there’, ‘my existing...”)
] possessive inalienable (used only with kinship terms, body parts)
] possessive alienable (used with common objects)

1 othier fype i ionin e (explain)

guage?

] noun - possessum

] possessum —noun

] noun - possessum —noun

] possessum —noun — possessum

A.2.4 1f more than one order is possible, is there any difference in meaning or us-
age?

Note: Be careful not to include predicative possession here. In some sign languages,
it is possible to have an order as in CAR MY, but this does not mean ‘my car’, it
means ‘The car is mine’ and is a complete sentence.

- ';"/A.,Z_j For which of the following semantic categories can you use a construction
with a possessive pronoun in your sign language?
[ ]kinship terms (e.g. my sister, our grandfather, your wife)
[ ]body parts (e.g. his head, my hands, your heart)
[ ]concrete objects (e.g. her car, their computers, my house)
[ ] abstract concepts (e.g. my idea, your time, our freedom)
Give an example from each category.

If you do not use a possessive pronoun for some of these categories, what do you use
instead? There are at least two other possibilities: You may use a personal pronoun
instead (e.g. YOU PARENTS “your parents’), or there may be no marking at all (e.g.
PARENTS ‘(someone’s) parents’; with the possessor understood from the context.
For example, unmarked possession is used commonly in Turkish Sign Language
with kinship terms, but not with other possessum types. It may be possible to use
more than one structure, with slight differences in meaning.

B. Nominal possessors

The possessive relationship between a nominal possessor and a nominal possessum
can be marked in various ways. In sign languages, some of the common structures
involve personal or possessive pronouns (‘father his car’), possessive markers in
between possessor and possessum (‘father POSS car’), and possessor and possessum
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next to cach other without any overt marking (*father car’). Possessive markers are
sometimes borrowed from a spoken language, e.g. in Auslan (from English) or in
Korean Sign Language (from spoken Korean). Please identify the pattern or patterns
that are found in your sign language, and give examples (there may be more than
one pattern used in your sign language).

* B.1 Juxtaposition

Juxtaposition means that possessor and possessum are just put next to each other
without any overt possessive marking, as in these examples from Turkish Sign
Language:

(ex.2) CAR HEADLIGHTS
‘the headlights of the car’
(ex.3) WOMAN WORK
‘the woman’s job’

[ 1 My sign language does not use this construction. = Go to question
B2

[ J' My sign language uses this construction.

Give a few examples (appr. 3-5). \

*B.2 Overt marking

In spoken languages, possession in NPs is often marked overtly, commonly by af-
fixes. The marking can be on the possessor (as the genitive ‘s in English), or on the
possessum, or on both (as in Turkish). Another possibility is to have a linker item
that belongs to neither the possessor nor the possessum, as is the case in Tagalog.
Some sign languages also use overt possessive markers. For example, Auslan has
a sign derived from English ‘s, and American Sign Language uses a possessive
pronoun (FATHER HIS CAR). It may be difficult to decide where exactly the pos-
sessive marker belongs. Korean Sign Language has a possessive marker in between
possessor and possessum, ¢.g. FEMALE POSSESSIVE LECTURE ‘the woman’s
lecture’, where POSSESSIVE is an uninflecting particle, and it is not clear whether
the particle marks the possessor, the possessum, or the relation as such.

[ 1 My sign language does not use overt marking of possession in NPs.
- Go to question A .4 :
[ 1 My sign language uses overt marking of possession in NPs.

*B.2.1 What is the strategy in your sign language for marking the possessive re-
lationship?
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[ ] Use of a personal pronoun (e.g. WOMAN INDEX BOOK ‘the
woman’s book”)
[ ] Use of a possessive pronouns (e.g. WOMAN HER BOOK)
[ ] Use of a sign derived from a spoken language (e.g. WOMAN S
BOOK)

[ ]Use of another sign (e.g. WOMAN POSSESSIVE BOOK)

[ ] Other strategy (e.g. affix, spatial marking, more than one

Give a few examples (appr. 3-5) for each strategy.

B.2.2 Characteristics of possessor and possessum

If you have identified more than one structure in section B (e.g. both juxtaposition
and use of a possessive marker), please indicate which of the constructions is used
in which context. Tick the context where you can use each construction, and give
an example for each possibility:

Juxtaposition of  overt marking
possessor and of possession
possessum can be used with
can be used with

a) human possessor

(the boy’s toys, the baby’s bed, the director’s keys) [ i
b) inanimate possessor

(the flag of the country, the school’s budget) [l [zl
¢) part-whole relationship

(the roof of the house, the cover of the book) [l [=]
¢) kinship possessum !

(the girl’s family, the woman’s daughters) il []
d) body part possessum

(the person’s head, the child’s hands) [ad [i5]
¢) abstract concept possessum

(the student’s idea, the time of the lesson) f L

*C. Spatial marking

Apart from personal or possessive pronouns, is there any spatial mechanism used
in attributive possessive constructions in your sign language? For example, is it
possible to shift a sign in space to indicate who is the owner? This is an example
from Tanzania Sign Language:

VI
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(ex.4) NAME (index finger making a circle on the palm of the non-
dominant hand) ‘name’
NAME  (index finger making a circle while pointing at the
signer’s chest) ‘my name’
NAME _ (index finger making a circle while pointing at the
addressee) “your name’

[ ] There is no such mechanism in my sign language. = Go to section D.
[ ] There is a spatial mechanism for marking possession in my sign

language.

*C.1 How is the spatial marking of possession used?
[ 1 Itis used by itself as the only way of marking possession.
[ 1 It must be combined with another marker of possession (e.g. a pos-
sessive pronoun)
[ ] It can be used either by itself or in combination with another marker
of possession
Give a few examples (appr. 3-5) for each possibility.

*C.2 Spatial marking of possession may be restricted to only a few signs. For
example, some younger German Sign Language signers use the sign PROBLEM
signed either on the body (‘my problem’), or away from the body (‘your/his/her
problem’), but this is an exception and the spatial mechanism is not used with other
signs. If your sign language uses a spatial mechanism, how productive or restricted
1s its use? '

[ ] It can be used freely with any sign whose form allows it to be shifted
in space.
[ 1 Itis used only with a few signs. (In this case, please list the signs.)

PART II. Predicative possession

If possession is expressed in a complete sentence, this is called predicative posses-
sion. We can distinguish between two different kinds of predicative possession: The
‘have’-construction (see D.1) and the ‘belong’-construction (see D.2).

D. Basic ‘have’-construction

In the ‘have’-construction, the focus of the utterance is on the possessor. For ex-
ample, we talk about a particular person and then go on to say what that person has. |
In the prototypical instances of a ‘have’-construction, the possessor is human and
definite, while the possessum is inanimate and indefinite, such as ‘Our neighbour has ,
a garden’, ‘I have a credit card’, etc. In this most basic pattern, the possessum is not

VI
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modified or quantified. In the following sub-sections, please identify the pattern(s)
used in your sign language for expressing a basic ‘have’-construction (there may
be more than one pattern).

*D.1 Existential pattern

In this pattern, a sign expressing existence is used to express possession as well.
This pattern is common in spoken languages, and also very widespread in sign
languages, as in these examples from Indian Sign Language:

(ex.5) PROBLEM EXIST
‘There is a problem.’
(ex.6) INDEX-1 HOUSE EXIST
‘I have a house.’ (lit.: ‘I, a house exists.”)

[ ] My sign language does not use this construction. = Go to question
D.2

[ ] My sign language uses this construction.

Give a few examples (appr. 3-5).

*D.1.1 How is negative existence/possession expressed in your sign language?
[ ] Use the positive existential together with a negator (two separate
signs: EXIST NOT)

[ ] Use a different negative existential sign (NOT-EXIST as one sign,
that is, ‘negative suppletion’, where positive and negative counterparts
are not formationally related to each other; this is common in both signed
and spoken languages)

Give 2 examples. (Further questions about negative existentials are asked
in Part IIL.)

*D.1.2 The existential sign is often an uninflected particle. In some sign languages,
however, the existential sign can be inflected. Usually, some kind of spatial mor-
phology is involved. For example, in German Sign Language the finger tips face
the signer when the existential has first person reference (‘I have’), but are directed
away from the signer for second and third person. In Korean Sign Language, the
negative existential (‘there is no...”, ‘don’t have”) can have an added movement
path, as in this example:

(ex.7) SHELF BOOK NOT-EXIST:signed along location of shelf
‘There are no books on the shelf.’

Non-spatial morphology is also possible in principle (e.g. repetition, use of two
hands instead of one), but not yet attested.

Vil






