Abstract

The thesis researches the knowledge about soil degradation and the most important soil
degradation processes, including desertification, erosion, the impact of agriculture on soils and
soil sealing. It also deals with wetlands as ecosystems at the transition between aquatic and
terrestrial systems, their definition and delineation, as well as their decline and recovery, which
is very important in climate change projections. The chapter on wetlands also includes a section
on international conventions and organisations. The work then focuses on wetland types
in the Czech Republic and the soil types most commonly found on them, together with their
soil-forming processes and water regimes. Last but not least, the thesis tries to find a link
between the degradation of wetland ecosystems in relation to changes in the hydrological

regime of the surrounding area and the surrounding soils.
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