
Dissertation thesis Semiotics of schizophrenia aims to analyse manifestations of the 

symptoms of schizophrenia from the point of view of semiotics. The goal is to find common 

features of otherwise heterogeneous manifestations of schizophrenia and the features that 

make them abnormal. The method of the thesis is semiotic reduction, i.e. approach to 

phenomena as to sings and significations, which approach is based on the semiotic theory of 

Charles Peirce. The proposed thesis characterises symptoms of schizophrenia as a disorder 

of indexical relation between a sign-object and the group of signs of the Self. An object can 

be a voice or an image in the case of hallucinations, a proposition in the case of delusions, a 

rule of communication in the case of disorganization of speech or behaviour or a habitus in 

the case of negative symptoms. Abnormality of the manifestations of schizophrenia is due to 

a disorder of indexical relation between signs of the Self, which have features as 

indisprovability or basis for interpreting the world, and these objects. The author compares 

conclusions of the thesis with clinical studies and so called unifying theories of 

schizophrenia. 


