
Abstract 

This thesis focuses on analysing the character Cide Hamete Benengeli in the novel The 

Ingenious Knight Don Quixote de la Mancha written by Miguel de Cervantes. Cide Hamate 

Benengeli appears for the first time in chapter IX of the first book. With his appearance, the 

novel is complicated because of its multiple clashing voices and authors. The character 

represents an indispensable part of Cervantes´s metafictional game. Cide Hamete is a character 

full of paradoxes; a Moor who lies yet an historian and omniscient author who can also 

transcend between the literal layers of the novels. This thesis focuses primarily on the 

ambiguous ways in which Cide Hamete’s appearance in the novels has been interpreted by 

literary critics. To this end, this thesis will examine the origin of the character’s name, his 

identity, and his function in the novel. 

 


