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Major criteria:

This thesis brings along and synthesizes valuable knowledge on the history of
French nuclear thinking. Besides the many strengths of this thesis, there are three
avenues for possible improvement. First, there could have been more discussion of
the contributions of this thesis to the existing literature, especially as this thesis
makes such contributions indeed. Second, the link between the theoretical and
empirical parts of this work could have been stronger. Third, there could have been
more insights into the used methodology. On a minor note, some sub-sections could
have been linked more explicitly to France. For example, a bit more attention could
have been devoted to explaining the role of France within NATO while discussing the
general concept of MAD. Similarly, more explanation could have been provided of
why a separate section on Russian nuclear posture was necessary. However, none of
these issues compromises the overall quality of this thesis.

Minor criteria:

This thesis fulfills all the formal requirements.
Assessment of plagiarism:

Not detected.

Overall evaluation:

This thesis exceeds expectations of a standard Master’s thesis, not only in terms
of its length but also in terms of its content.
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