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Overall evaluation:

The thesis addresses the extremely important topic of radicalization on social
networks as a factor of illiberal/populist politics. The author engages in
digital ethnography to track how conspiracy theories about alleged election
fraud in the US, promoted online by Donald Trump supporters, helped
ferment the 2021 storming of the Capitol. The research presents us with
interesting empirical findings and I hope that the author may consider
converting them into something like a published work. Overall, the thesis is a
success albeit there are certain shortcomings. The theory is very well spelled
out, and it is indeed generally clear how the quest for significance (in other
words, recognition or status) is a key part of the equation when it comes to
radicalization and online conspiracy theory echo chambers. However, in
terms of the actual empirical analysis the chosen theory is not sufficiently
connected to the empirical part. That results in the analysis being more
descriptive: it successfully unpacks and explains the visual and textual tropes
but does not do enough to connect them to the theoretical framework. Also, a
general summary or/and a table of trope types at the end could have been
helpful. Having said that, I would nevertheless praise the author for her
diligent approach to providing empirical material in the text of the thesis.

Suggested grade: B (85)

Signature: ﬂ\ (w/

Charles University, Faculty of Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies / www.fsv.cuni.cz

Smetanovo nabrezi 6, 110 01 Prague 1, Czech Republic, info@fsv.cuni.cz, tel: +420 222 112
111




;‘ FACULTY
@é;g OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Charles University

Charles University, Faculty of Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies / www.fsv.cuni.cz

Smetanovo nabrezi 6, 110 01 Prague 1, Czech Republic, info@fsv.cuni.cz, tel: +420 222 112
111




