The thesis deals with the analysis of Gaspara Stampa’s collection of poems Rime, published
in 1554, with emphasis on the symbolism of natural elements. A comprehensive
interpretation of the elements of earth, water, fire and air is made herein. Given the fact that
the poetess lived in Venice, which she often refers to in the collection, a picture of Venetian
society, culture and literature in the 16th century is also presented here, when Petrarchism as
a literary model spread and women authors were promoted in the literary world. The work
also approaches the biography of Gaspara Stampa and the circumstances that influenced the

creation of the Rime collection.



