
 

 103 

    Resumé / English summary 

Title of the thesis:  

Legal aspects of implementing Creative Commons  project in the Czech Republic 

Summary: 

The main topics of this master thesis are Creative Commons public licenses and 

legal questions arising in connection with their porting to the Czech legal system, i.e. 

creating Czech versions of these licenses that mirror the spirit of the original licenses 

while reflecting the particularities of Czech copyright and Czech law in general.  

Since public licenses are not yet an established concept in the Czech Republic, the 

first part of this paper (Chapter 2) introduces several public licenses (presented license) 

to create a sufficient background. Beside the main goals and features of the Creative 

Commons (CC) license system, GNU General Public License (GPL), GNU Free 

Documentation License (FDL) and Creative Archive License (CA) are presented in a 

similar way and a comparison of these licenses follows on the level of license elements, 

i.e. the main characteristics that determine the scope of the individual licenses.  

The aim of Chapter 3 is to produce a legal definition of public licenses. Based on 

the joint features of the discussed licenses (inductive approach), the following definition 

emerged: a license that is (i) non-exclusive, (ii) royalty-free, (iii) which the copyright 

holder is granting for the duration of copyright (iv) to indefinite individuals, (v) which 

includes the right to share the work and (vi) which is received implicitly by using the 

work in accordance with the license. This working definition of public licenses is 

compared with the notion of public licenses in German copyright and with the the 

definition of free licenses. 

In Chapter 4, the presented licenses, especially CC licenses, are interpreted under 

Czech law.  Validity of the license agreements, validity of individual provisions, scope 

of the licenses and the individual license elements, ambiguous terms and concepts used 

in the presented licenses that have no or different meaning in Czech copyright law and 

further issues are discussed in detail based on one of the Creative Commons Attribution-

Non Commercial-Share Alike license (CC BY-NC-SA) with references to the other 

presented licenses. Also, provisions of international contract law applicable to licenses 

in Czech context and two German court decisions concerning GPL license are discussed 

briefly.  



 

 104 

In Chapter 5 proposals of possible changes in current legislation are summed up 

that would clarify some issues that seem disputable at present and Annex 1 contains 

Czech version of the Creative Commons BY-NC-SA license which was produced as 

part of this master thesis and provided to the team involved in the porting process.  
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