Abstract

This bachelor thesis examines the presentation of the siege of Mariupol on three Czech online
news sites. A sample of 500 texts from the year 2022 was used to examine how the selected
media framed the news about the situation in the city. This research was supplemented with
findings from thematic narrative analysis and other examined variables, such as the topics of
the texts or the actors quoted. The thesis is divided into three parts — theoretical, methodological,
and analytical. The theoretical part introduces the concept of framing in news reporting and
presents the general frames and thematic and episodic framing examined in the thesis. This part
continues by introducing narrative in war coverage and reviewing narratives occurring in the
media in the context of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict. The methodological part introduces the
quantitative and qualitative research methods used in this thesis, the studied news media, and
the sample of texts. The analytical part of the paper then presents the results of the analysis,
which indicate an anti-Russian position of all the media studied. All the media examined
presented the situation similarly, treating it primarily as a humanitarian disaster. The suffering
of civilians and Ukrainian soldiers associated with the war was often presented through human
examples. In contrast, the military and economic aspects of the siege of a strategic city were

mentioned minimally.



