
Abstract 

The aim of this bachelor thesis is to prove that words from Southeast Asian varieties of 

English which were included in Oxford English Dictionary bear a unique meaning and thus are 

indispensable. Theoretical part depicts a classification of Englishes by Braj Kachru and later 

explores historical and socio-political aspects of English in countries where it is spoken by a 

large part of population such as Malaysia, Singapore, Philippines and Hong Kong which 

technically belongs to East Asia, but for the linguistic purposes it is included in the list.  

The practical part examines lists of words included in Oxford English dictionary from the 

mentioned varieties of English with the aid of local context such as magazines, blogs, 

newspapers and other unofficial sources. On the basis of the results of this research, it can be 

concluded that words from Southeast Asian varieties of English are irreplaceable due to their 

distinctive meaning. 

 


