
Abstract 

This thesis examines Walt Disney's film work during World War II when he collaborated with 

the U.S. government to produce propaganda films that supported the war effort due to the 

financial crisis and future uncertainty. The use of animation during this period played an 

important role in promoting national pride, solidarity with allies or encouraging the public to 

take specific actions. The theoretical part of the thesis focuses on the concept of propaganda 

and the role of American animation as a significant propaganda tool during the war. 

Furthermore, it provides an overview of Walt Disney's life, career, and the various phases of 

his filmmaking. The practical part examines how the studio disseminated propaganda 

messages in its films through a qualitative analysis of three Disney films, analysing the 

conveyed messages, the portrayal of allies and enemies, and the techniques used. Through a 

study of Disney's wartime production, this thesis aims to contribute to the discourse on the 

function of film propaganda and the utilization of animation during this critical period in 

American history. 

  


