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Abstrakt

Tato bakalafska prace je pripadovou studii jemenské diaspory. Cilem prace je zmapovani
vlivu jemenské diaspory, se zamétfenim na jemenskou diasporu ve Velké Britanii na konflikt
v zemi. Za pomoci teorie formulované Y. Shainem a A. Barthem v ¢lanku Diasporas and
International Relations Theory. Pro uplatinovani vlivu diaspory je zésadni demokraticka
hostitelskd zemé. Vyzkum byl proveden pomoci polostrukturovanych rozhovort
s odborniky a ptislusniky diaspory. V praci bylo zjiSténo, ze jemenska diaspora ma zajem se
aktivné do déni v Jemenu zapojit, ale nema na déni v zemi vyraznéjsi politicky vliv.
Nejvétsim piinosem diaspory je zasilani finanéni prostfedkii a materialni pomoci do Jemenu.

Abstract

This bachelor thesis is a case study of the Yemeni diaspora. The thesis aims to map the
impact of the Yemeni diaspora with a focus on the Yemeni diaspora in the UK, on the
conflict in the country. Using the theory formulated by Y. Shain and A. Barth in Diasporas
and International Relations Theory. A democratic host country is essential for the diaspora
to exercise influence. The research was conducted through semi-structured interviews with
experts and members of the diaspora. The thesis found that the Yemeni diaspora is interested
in being actively involved in Yemen but does not have a significant political influence on
events in the country. The biggest contribution of the diaspora is the sending of funds and

material aid to Yemen.
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UVOD

Tato bakalaiska prace se zabyva vlivem jemenské diaspory na valeény konflikt
v Jemenu. Obecné jsou diaspory nestatni aktéfi mezinarodnich vztahti. Pfestoze se diaspory
nachdzi mimo sviij domovsky stat, jsou vnimany jako jeho soucast a jsou schopny ovliviiovat

déni jak v ném, tak v hostitelské zemi.

Problematika diaspor je jiz dobfe prozkoumany fenomén. Prace, které se jim zabyvaji,

se vénuji mobilizaci diaspor' nebo jaky maji vliv na ozbrojené konflikty v zemich piivodu.?

Tato prace si klade za cil zmapovéani vlivu jemenské diaspory na konflikt ve vlasti. Mimo
Jemen Zije sedm milionti Jemenci v padesati zemich svéta.’ Konflikt v Jemenu ma pog&atky
v protestech z roku 2011, tyto protesty vypukly v rdmci tzv. Arabského jara. Na jedné strané
stoji povstalecka skupina zajdiskych Siti Ansar Alldh (Hutijové), kteti jsou podporovani
Irdnem, a na druhé stran¢ je mezinarodn€ uznand vlada v cele s prezidentem Hadim, ktery
momentalné pobyva v exilu v Rijadu. V bfeznu roku 2015 se do konfliktu zapojila
mezinarodni koalice vedend Saudskou Arabii. Koalice v boji proti vzboutfenciim vyuziva
hlavné letecké utoky. Dusledkem konfliktu je nejhorS$i humanitarni krize na svété. Média
Casto pisi o valce v Jemenu jako o ,,zapomenuté valce* a jednim z faktord, ktery na to miize

mit vliv je (ne)aktivita diaspory.

Ve své praci se zaméfim na jemenskou diasporu ve Velké Britanii. Podle s¢itani lidu
v roce 2001 Zilo ve Velké Britanii 70-80 tisic Jemenci, novéjsi data nejsou k dispozici.*
Velka Britanie ma s Jemenem historické vazby. Aden, pfistavni mésto na jihu Jemenu, bylo
mezi lety 1839-1967 pod britskou kolonidlni spravou.> A pravé z Adenu zacali v druhé
poloviné 19. stoleti pfichazet do Velké Britanie prvni Jemenci. Ti tak pfedstavuji nejstarsi

muslimskou komunitu v zemi. Jemenci piivodné byli levnou pracovni silou na britskych

1 KOINOVA, Maria. Four Types of Diaspora Mobilization: Albanian Diaspora Activism For Kosovo
Independence in the US and the UK. Foreign Policy Analysis [online]. 2013, 9(4), 433-453. ISSN 17438586.
Dostupné z: doi:10.1111/j.1743-8594.2012.00194.x

2 MARIANI, Fabio, Marion MERCIER a Thierry VERDIER. Diasporas and conflict. Journal of Economic
Geography [online]. 2018. ISSN 1468-2702. Dostupné z: doi:10.1093/jeg/lby014

3 AL-DAILAMI, Ali. Yemenis in Saudi Arabia: Less Money to Send Home, More Pressure to Leave. San'a
Sana’a Centre for Strategic Studies. [cit. 2022-07-28]. Dostupné z:
https://sanaacenter.org/publications/analysis/11448.

4 Sheffield city council. Yemeni community research guide. [cit. 2022-07-22]. Dostupné z:
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/libraries-archives/access-archives-local-studies-library/resegq
4+68954arch-guides/yemeni-community.

5> Al Jazeera. What is going on in Southern Yemen. [cit. 2022-07-22]. Dostupné z:
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2018/1/29/what-is-going-on-in-southern-yemen.

1


https://sanaacenter.org/publications/analysis/11448
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/libraries-archives/access-archives-local-studies-library/resegq%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%204+68954arch-guides/yemeni-community
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/libraries-archives/access-archives-local-studies-library/resegq%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%204+68954arch-guides/yemeni-community
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2018/1/29/what-is-going-on-in-southern-yemen

obchodnich lodich, a i proto jsou dodnes nejvétsi komunity v nékterych ptistavnich

méstech.®

K vyzkumu je vyuzita teorie formulovana Yossi Shainem a Aharonem Barthem v ¢lanku
Diasporas and International Relations Theory. Teorie vyuZziva teoreticky prostor na pomezi
liberalismu (dtraz na domaci politiku) a konstruktivismu (dlraz na identitu). Pomoci jejich
teorie chci zjistit, jakym zplisobem muze diaspora ovlivitovat politiku ve své vlasti. Prace
by méla odpovédét na vyzkumnou otdzku ,,Jak ovliviiuje jemenska diaspora konflikt

v zemi?«.

Jako jeden z faktori, ktery je klicovy pro fungovani diaspory, je liberalné¢ demokraticka
hostitelska zemé. V liberdlné demokratickych statech se mohou diaspory sdruzovat do
zajmovych skupin v ramci obcanské spolecnosti, kterd je v nedemokratickych statech

omezovana.’

Prvni kapitola se vénuje popisu a piedstaveni teorie, jejimu zafazeni do teoretického
ramce a faktorim, které ovliviiuji uplatiiovani vlivu diaspory. Ve druhé kapitole popisuji
metodologicky postup vyuzity pii vyzkumu. Tteti kapitola se vénuje struénému shrnuti
konfliktu a dale udalostem, které mu pfedchdzely a popisu humanitarni situace v zemi.
Posledni kapitola je samotnou piipadovou studii. Zaveére¢nd zjiSténi a shrnuti prace je

obsaZeno v kapitole Zavér.

6 Britain’s first Yemenis [film]. ALSAEDI Mohammed. VB: Al Jazeera, 2015. Dostupné z:
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/al-jazeera-world/2015/4/29/britains-first-yemenis.

7 SHAIN, Yossi a Aharon BARTH. Diasporas and International Relations Theory. International
Organization [online]. 2003, 57(3), 449-479 [cit. 2023-05-03]. ISSN 0020-8183. Dostupné z:
doi:10.1017/S0020818303573015.



https://www.aljazeera.com/program/al-jazeera-world/2015/4/29/britains-first-yemenis

1. Teoreticka vychodiska

1.1. Vymezeni pojmu diaspora

Podle dat Organizace spojenych nérodt, za rok 2020, Zije mimo zemi svého ptivodu

281 miliond lidi, coz piedstavuje 3,6 % svétové populace.®

ey

Terminem diaspora se vétSinou oznacuji spoleCenstvi osob Zijicich mimo zemi
puvodu, se kterou udrzuji vztahy a identifikuji se s ni. Tato identita byva ¢asto spojovéana
s ndrodem, ale je mozné tento termin pouzit na dalsi identity jako je ndbozenska

prislusnost (napt. muslimska diaspora). Identity mohou byt vzajemné propojeny.

Nelze ovsem piedpokladat, ze vSichni migranti jsou sou¢sti diaspory.® Zarovei je
mozné do diaspory zahrnout i potomky migrantl, ktefi se uz narodili nebo vyrustali
v hostitelské zemi, ale se zemi pivodu udrzuji kontakt (at’ uz formou jazyka, kultury

nebo tieba ndvstévami piibuznych v zemi plivodu).

Dalsi definici nabizi Maria Koin, kterd se zabyva vyzkumem diaspor. Diasporu
definuje jako: ,,Socialni kolektivitu'®, ktera existuje pres stdatni hranice a kterd si v
pribéhu casu: 1) udrzela kolektivni narodni, kulturni nebo nabozenskou identitu. A to
diky pocitu vnitini koheze a udrzovanim vztahii se svou domovinou (at' uz realnou nebo
smyslenou); 2) projevila schopnost oslovit kolektivni zajmy svych clenit a rozvinout

v vy, . , «ll
vhitrni organizacni ramec a nadndrodni vazby.

Shain a Barth ve své praci diasporu definuji jako lidi se spole¢nym pivodem, ktefi
vice €1 mén¢ trvale Ziji mimo hranice své etnické nebo ndbozenské domoviny. At uz je
tato vlast skute€nd nebo symbolickd, nezavisld, nebo pod cizi kontrolou. Clenové

diaspory se sami identifikuji nebo jsou identifikovani ostatnimi jako soucést naroda své

8 United Nations — Department of Economic and Social Affairs. International Migration 2020 Highlights.
[cit. 2022-04-05]. Dostupné z: https://www.un.org/en/desa/international-migration-2020-highlights.

® MIRILOVIC, Nikola; MARINOVA, Nadejda. Diasporas and Politics. Political Science. Oxford University

Press [online]. 2021. ISBN 0199756228. Dostupné z: doi:10.1093/0b0o/9780199756223-0342.

19 Kolektivita je oznadeni pro libovolné seskupeni osob, vyuziva pii analyze kolektivniho chovani. S pojmem

pracuje jen ve francouzské a anglosaské sociologii. — PETRUSEK, Miroslav. Kolektivita. Sociologickd
encyklopedie. Dostupné z: https://encyklopedie.soc.cas.cz/w/Kolektivita
I KOINOVA, Maria. Four Types of Diaspora Mobilization: Albanian Diaspora Activism For Kosovo

Independence in the US and the UK. Foreign Policy Analysis [online]. 2013, 9(4), 433-453. ISSN 17438586.

Dostupné z: doi:10.1111/j.1743-8594.2012.00194.x


https://www.un.org/en/desa/international-migration-2020-highlights
https://encyklopedie.soc.cas.cz/w/Kolektivita

vlasti, a jako takovi jsou Casto vyzyvani k ucasti na zalezitostech souvisejicich s vlasti

nebo jsou do t&chto zaleZitosti zapojeni.'

12SHAIN, Yossi a Aharon BARTH. Diasporas and International Relations Theory. International
Organization [online]. 2003, 57(3), 449-479. ISSN 0020-8183. Dostupné z:
doi:10.1017/S0020818303573015.



1.2. Diaspory a teorie mezinarodnich vztahu
Yossi Shain a Aharon Barth ve svém clanku Diasporas and International Relations
Theory (Diaspory a teorie mezinarodnich vztahti) popisuji roli diaspor v mezinarodnich
vztazich. Autofi diaspory zasadili do teoretického prostoru na pomezi liberalismu a

konstruktivismu. Svou teorii nasledné testuji na p¥ipadu arménské a zidovské diaspory.'?

Liberalismus dava diraz na domadci politiku a také se zduraziiuje dualezitost
mezinarodnich instituci. Pravé doméci politika ma podle liberalismu vliv na zahrani¢ni
politiku statu. Tuto statni politiku stadtu mohou ovliviiovat rizni nestatni aktéfi, napf.
zajmoveé skupiny. Konstruktivismus jako kritickd teorie, povazuje za aktéry
mezinarodnich vztahli nejenom staty, instituce, ale také jedince. Kazdy ma svoji identitu

a ve staté tak miiZe existovat vice identit, které se vzajemné nemusi vylucovat.'*

Konstruktivismus a liberalismus vnima Sir§i roli statl a nestatnich aktéri
v mezinarodnich vztazich. Pro diaspory je identita dualezita. Jeji ¢lenové Ziji v jiném
statd, ale s vlasti udrzuji kontakt a asto jsou okolim vnimani jako jeji zastupci. Clenové
takovych diaspor se pak Casto organizuji do skupin a snazi se ovlivnit politiku jak

v domovském staté, tak v hostitelské zemi.'”

Diaspory jsou schopné ovliviiovat politiku jak v hostitelské zemi, tak ve vlasti. Podle
Shaina a Bartha mohou byt diaspory aktivnimi nebo pasivnimi aktéry. Tato prace se
soustfedi na aktivni roli diaspory. V pfipad€, Ze v zemi plvodu nastane ozbrojeny
konflikt, mohou diaspory, jako aktivni aktéfi, doddvat finance, zbran¢ nebo rekruty,
témito prostfedky mohou ovlivnit dal§i sméfovani konfliktu. Diaspory také mohou mit
piimy vliv prostfednictvim politickych zastupcii, ale hlavné mohou dosidhnout vlivu

ekonomickymi prostredky.!®

13 SHAIN, Yossi a Aharon BARTH. Diasporas and International Relations Theory. International
Organization [online]. 2003, 57(3), 449-479 [cit. 2023-05-03]. ISSN 0020-8183. Dostupné z:
doi:10.1017/S0020818303573015.

14 Ibid.

15 Tbid.

16 Thid.



Shain a Barth na zéklad¢ vyse popsanych faktort a konceptl predstavuji teorii, kterou
poté ve svém Clanku testuji na arménské a zidovské diaspofte. Jejich teorie stanovuje
podminky, které musi byt splnény pro to, aby diaspora mohla ovliviiovat zahrani¢ni
politiku vlasti: hostitelska zem¢ musi byt demokraticka a motivace diaspory je
identitarné zaloZena. Zavislou proménnou poté tvoii vliv diaspory na zahranicni politiku,
ta je determinovana pomeérem sil mezi zahrani¢ni politikou vlasti a diasporou samotnou
— tento pom¢r je tedy tzv. intervenujici proménnd. Rovnovaha mezi vlasti a diasporou je
definovana tfemi faktory, které teorie definuje jako nezavislé proménné. Jedna se o silné
¢i slabé postaveni vlasti (a to jak ve smyslu materidlnim, ideologickém 1 v otazce
propustnosti), miru jednoty v otdzkach zahrani¢ni politiky v ramci diaspory a vnimani

diaspory jako piitéze ¢i piinosu pro vlast.!”

Podle Shaina a Bartha maji diaspory riizné diivody a motivace, pro¢ se snazi ovliviiovat

déni ve své vlasti. Ve svém ¢lanku popisuji ¢tyfi druhy motivaci.

V prvnim piipad€ ma zahrani¢ni politika vlasti dopad na celou komunitu (at’ uz jsou ve
vlasti nebo mimo ni), coz vede k tomu, Ze zajem ovlivnit déni neni odvozeny od identity, ale
identita se stavd z4jmem. Ve druhém piipadé domovsky stat a diaspora vnimaji nékteré
politiky statu rozdilng€. Pokud maji diaspory pocit, Ze tyto politiky ohrozuji bezpecnost statu,
snaZzi se vyjadfit své znepokojeni. Za tfeti diaspora mize nabyt dojmu, Ze zahrani¢ni politika
vlasti ovliviluje zajmy urcité komunity, diaspora se v tomto pifipad€ miiZze snaZzit ovlivnit
politiku vlasti tak, aby odpovidala jejim prioritdm. A za ctvrté diaspory se velmi uzce
zamétuji na déni ve svém domovském staté. V nékterych ptipadech maji diaspory pocit, Ze

zahraniéni politika domovského statu ohrozuje jejich samotné fungovani.'®

Sdilena identita hraje hlavni roli ve vS§ech motivacich diaspory.

17 SHAIN, Yossi a Aharon BARTH. Diasporas and International Relations Theory. International
Organization [online]. 2003, 57(3), 449-479 [cit. 2023-05-03]. ISSN 0020-8183. Dostupné z:
doi:10.1017/S0020818303573015.

18 SHAIN, Yossi a Aharon BARTH. Diasporas and International Relations Theory. International
Organization [online]. 2003, 57(3), 449-479 [cit. 2023-05-03]. ISSN 0020-8183. Dostupné z:
doi:10.1017/S0020818303573015.



1.3. Faktory ovliviiujici efektivitu fungovani diaspory
Y. Shain a A. Barth ve své praci popisuji faktory, které maji dopad na fungovani
diaspory. Pro uplatiiovani svého vlivu potfebuje mit diaspora motiv, ptilezitost a prostiedky.
Tyto faktory jsou pak zavislé na schopnosti organizovat se jako zajmova skupina. Krom¢
toho jsou také zavislé na otevienosti politického systému vlasti a jeho ochoté tyto zajmy

vyslechnout a nasledné reflektovat. V§echny faktory jsou vzadjemné propojené.'®

Politicky rezim v hostitelské zemi pfimo determinuje moznosti diaspory se organizovat
auplatiovat svij vliv. V nedemokratickych rezimech mé obcanska spolecnost pfinejmensim

omezenou moznost fungovani.?

Stejné jako u hostitelské zemé je i u vlasti do jisté miry dulezita urcéita propustnost
(permeability) politiky. Cim vice demokraticka vlast je, tim vice je nachylna k ovlivnéni
diasporou. Tato propustnost se ale tyka nejen demokratickych statl, ale i stati, které maji
nedostatek materidlnich, ideologickych a instituciondlnich zdroji. To se tyka tzv.

zhroucenych statii, mezi které patii i Jemen.

Podle Fragile States Index 2022, se Jemen umistil na prvnim misté jako kiehky stat
(Fragile State)*', tyto staty vliv diaspor vitaji.?? Jestlize domovsky stat potiebuje pomoc a
diaspora je jednotna ohledné toho, jakym smérem by se méla ubirat zahrani¢ni politika vlasti,

je zesilena schopnost diaspory tento smér ovlivnit.??

19 SHAIN, Yossi a Aharon BARTH. Diasporas and International Relations Theory. International
Organization [online]. 2003, 57(3), 449-479 [cit. 2023-05-03]. ISSN 0020-8183. Dostupné z:
doi:10.1017/S0020818303573015.

20 Tbid.

2 World Population Review. Fragile State Index 2022. [cit. 2023-04-23]. Dostupné z:
https://fragilestatesindex.org/global-data/.

22 SHAIN, Yossi a BARTH, Aharon. Diasporas and International Relations Theory. International
organization. New York, USA: Cambridge University Press, 2003, 57(3), 449-479. ISSN 0020-8183.
Dostupné z: doi:10.1017/S0020818303573015.

2 Tbid.
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2. Metodologie

2.1. Vybér respondentii
Sbér dat pro vyzkum probihal pomoci polostrukturovanych rozhovort. Respondenti

nepiedstavuji reprezentativni vzorek diaspory a ani to nebylo cilem prace.

V pocatcich svého vyzkumu jsem méla v planu mit rozhovory jak se ¢leny diaspory, tak
s vyzkumniky a novinafi, bohuzel jsem velmi zahy zjistila, ze ziskani rozhovorti bude
komplikované. V obdobi od listopadu 2022 do tnora 2023 jsem oslovila e-mailem dvacet
lidi, pouze devét z nich mi odpovédelo, a to i pfesto, ze jsem je oslovovala opakovang.
Celkem dvé z odpovédi byly zamitavé. Jedna vyzkumnice rozhovor odmitla z casovych

divodu a s dalsim oslovenym respondentem jsem se ani pies pet pokusti nezvladla setkat.

Celkem se tedy uskute¢nilo sedm rozhovorti, z toho jeden pouze pisemnou formou. Pani
Addailamy 7zije vJemenu a kvili nestabilnimu internetovému piipojeni a problémi
s telefonnim signalem, jsem zvolila pisemnou variantu. Ostatni rozhovory prob&hly pomoci

online telekomunikacnich platforem.

Prvni rozhovor se uskute¢nil v prosinci 2021 a posledni v ¢ervnu 2022. Kazdy rozhovor
trval minimalné Ctyticet pét minut, pocet otazek se vzdy pohyboval kolem dvandacti. Pred
zaCatkem a po konci rozhovoru jsme s respondenty vétSinou vedli kratkou konverzaci.
Z Sesti rozhovori se jich pét uskutecnilo v anglicting. Piepisy rozhovorl byly upraveny pro

snazs$i ¢teni a snadnéjsi orientaci v textu.

Prvni respondentkou byla Zuzana Kovacikova, bezpecnostni analyticka, kterd se v
prib&hu studia zabyvala Blizkym vychodem a mluvila s Jemenci zijicimi v Saudské Arabii

a Egypté.

Druhou respondentkou byla Marwa Baabbad, kter4 je ¢lenka uzsiho vedeni The British-
Yemeni Society. Ve svém vyzkumu se zabyva problematikou genderu a bezpecnosti na

Blizkém vychodg.

Tteti respondentkou byla socidlni antropolozka Al-Majali Sollen, ta se ve svém vyzkumu
zabyva jemenskou diasporou v Jordansku, také se zabyva jemenskymi uprchliky a historii

Jemenu.

Ctvrtou respondentkou byla Sabinou Addailamy, se kterou jsem se spojila pouze

pisemné. Pani Addailamy je Ceska, kterd Zije v Jemenu, kde také zaloZila charitativni
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organizaci. V hlavnim mésté Sand funguje tzv. Kuchyn, kde se denn¢ vydava teplé jidlo

desitkam lidi. Cast rodiny jejiho manzela Zije ve Velké Britanii.

Patym respondentem byl Mohammed Sharqawi, ktery se ve své dizertacni praci zabyval

vyvojem jemenské diaspory ve Velké Britanii.

Sestou respondentkou je Marine Poirier, ktera pracuje jako vyzkumnice ve French

Institute for Studies in Middle East. V soucasnosti se zabyva jemenskou elitou v Egypté.

Poslednim respondentem byl doktor Abdul Galil Shaif Kasim, ma doktorat z politologie
a je predsedou organizace Friends of South Yemen. Dlouhodobé se angaZuje v déni kolem
Jemenu. Pfed zac¢atkem rozhovoru se me doktor Shaif zeptal, jestli jsem ze Spojenych stati
americkych. Kdyz zjistil, Ze jsem z Ceské republiky, méla jsem pocit, Ze se velmi snizil jeho
zijem o rozhovor. Po chvili jsme se, ale v konverzaci dostali k tomu, Ze v Ceskoslovensku

bylo nékolik studentl z Jizniho Jemenu a jeho z4jem o rozhovor se opét zvedl.

I pfesto, Ze se v praci zaméfuji predevSim na jemenskou diasporu ve Velké Britanii,
jejiho fungovani se tykaly jen tfi rozhovory. Diivodem je, ze na spoustu odbornikli neni
mozné nalézt ptimy kontakt, proto jsem musela kontaktovat tfeti strany (napf. think tanky,
ve kterych piisobi) a které mé Casto piesmérovaly na jinou osobu, jejiz specializace se tyka

jiného regionu, coz jsem zjistila aZ na zacatku rozhovoru.

Dva ze tti rozhovorl jsou pfimo se zastupci diaspory a zaroven piedstaviteli organizaci
sdruzujici Jemence ve Spojeném kralovstvi. Na dva respondenty jsem dostala kontakt od

ptedchozich respondentt.



3. Valka a humanitarni situace v Jemenu

3.1. Valkav Jemenu

V roce 2011 v Jemenu eskalovaly protesty v ramci tzv. Arabského jara.?* Demonstranti
pozadovali odstoupeni prezidenta Aliho Abdallaha Saliha a vytvofeni nové vlady. Prezident
Salih vykonaval funkci prezidenta Jemenu od sjednoceni zemé v roce 1990, predtim ale mezi

lety 1978-1990 zastaval funkci prezidenta Jemenské arabské republiky (Severni Jemen).

Dutlezitou roli v jemenskych protestech sehrali mladi lidé, lidskopravni aktivistka
Tawakkol Karman ziskala za svou roli pfi protestech v roce 2011 Nobelovu cenu za mir.?
Vlada se snazila protesty potlacit nasilim. Jeden z nejhorSich stietli se odehral 18. bfezna
2011, kdy bylo snipery zabito 52 protestujicich na univerzité v hlavnim mésté San4.*

Tlak vytvofeny protestujicimi zajistil silné postaveni opozice, ktera zahdjila jednani
s Radou pro spolupraci statti v Zalivu. M¢ésice protestll a jednani nakonec zajistily, Ze po
vice nez 30 letech odstoupil prezident Salih ze své funkce a na jeho misto nastoupil
viceprezident Abd Rabli Manstur Hédi, ktery je od roku 2016 v exilu v Rijadu v Saudskeé

Arabii.”’

Protesty podporovali Hutiové, §iitska, zajdijska?® mensina ze severu zemé, formdalng
hnuti Ansar Allah, v soucasnosti podporovana Iranem.” Hutijské komunity byly
dlouhodobé¢ utlacovany jemenskou vladou, proto se také zapojily do protestti v prubéhu roku
2011.

Nasledkem protesti vznikl v zemi chaos a dochdzelo k nésili, které posléze pterostlo

v obc¢anskou valku.

24 Série protestii v zemich Severni Afriky a Blizkého vychodu, protesty za¢aly v Tunisku. — CT24 — Ceské
televize. Pred deseti lety se prohnalo Blizkym vychodem ,,arabské jaro . Ohné revoluce v nékterych zemich
hori dodnes. [cit. 2023-04-10]. Dostupné z: https://ct24.ceskatelevize.cz/svet/3242226-pred-deseti-lety-se-
prohnalo-blizkym-vychodem-arabske-jaro-ohne-revoluce-v-nekterych.

25 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Tawakkol Karman. [cit. 2023-04-10]. Dostupné z:
https://tawakkolkarman.net/enabout.

26 Reuters. Timeline: Protest against Saleh rule in Yemen. [cit. 2023-04-10]. Dostupné z:
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-events-timeline-idUSTRE79711J20111008.

27 BBC News. Yemen'’s president Ali Abdullah Saleh cedes power. [cit. 2023-04-10]. Dostupné z:
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-17177720.

28 Zajdija je Siitska sekta a jeji vyznavadi ziji primarné v Jemenu. — MENDEL, Milos. zajdija. Religionistickd
encyklopedie. [cit. 2023-03-29]. Dostupné z: https://rg-encyklopedie.soc.cas.cz/index.php/zajdija_(JKI-I).
2 BBC News. Why is the war there getting more violent?. [cit. 2022-07-29]. Dostupné z:
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-29319423.
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V roce 2014 se Hutijim podatilo ptevzit kontrolu nad hlavnim méstem Sana.*

Byvaly prezident Salih s Hutii nejprve utvofil koalici, ta se ale pozdéji rozpadla. V prosinci

roku 2017 byl Salih Hutii zastielen pfi jizdé autem.’!

V reakci na dobyti hlavniho mésta se do obc¢anské valky naplno zapojila mezinarodni
koalice vedena Saudskou Arabii. 26. biezna 2015 zacala vojenské operace Decisive Storm.
Cilem operace bylo znovu nastolit v zemi poiadek a zastavit hutijské povstani. Operace
Decisive Storm skoncila v dubnu téhoz roku a byla nahrazena dalsi vojenskou operaci
Renewal of Hope.*? Vojensky zasah je vniman jako dalsi pokradovani boje mezi sunnitskou

Saudskou Arabii a Siitskym Iranem o nadvladu v regionu.

Mezinarodni vojenska operace vyuziva piedevsim letecké Udery, které vSak zasahuji
kromé vojenskych cili i civilni objekty. Od roku 2015 do bifezna 2023 bylo koalici
provedeno 25 054 naletd, pti kterych zemielo 8 983 civilistdl a 10 243 jich bylo zranéno.*
Saudska Arabie rovnéZz zadrZzuje humanitarni pomoc na hranicich a snazi se o blokadu

Jemenu.**

Dne 12. zati 2019 byl proveden tutok dronem na ropné pole Saudské Arabie.
V disledku utoku doslo ke snizeni denni produkce ropy skoro o polovinu. K utoku se

ptihlasilo hnuti Ansar Allah (Hutijové), ale z utoku byl obvinén Iran.*

Béhem bojii se v roce 2017 na jihu Jemenu vyprofilovala separatistickd skupina sunnitt.

Separatisté zalozili Jizni ptechodnou radu (Southern Transition Council — STC), kterad ma

30 CT24 — Ceska televize. Tricet let od sjednoceni je Jemen v troskdach. Nici ho valka Zivend ze zahranici i
nemoci. [cit. 2022-04-05]. Dostupné z: https://ct24.ceskatelevize.cz/svet/3100004-tricet-let-od-sjednoceni-je-
jemen-v-troskach-nici-ho-valka-zivena-ze-zahranici-i-nemoci.

31 CT24 — Ceska televize. Jemensky exprezident Salih je mrtev, zabili ho jeho byvali spolubojovnici. [cit.
2022-04-05]. Dostupné z: https://ct24.ceskatelevize.cz/svet/2323201-jemensky-exprezident-salih-je-mrtev-
zabili-ho-jeho-byvali-spolubojovnici.

32 Al Jazeera. Analysis: Yemen crisis — the beginning of the end?. [cit. 2023-04-11]. Dostupné z:
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/4/22/analysis-yemens-crisis-the-beginning-of-the-end

33 Yemen Data Project. [cit. 2023-03-22]. Dostupné z: https://yemendataproject.org.

34 Human Rights Watch. Yemen events of 2021. [cit. 2022-04-05]. Dostupné z: https://www.hrw.org/world-
report/2022/country-chapters/yemen#1ab5f4.

35 iRozhlas. Nejvétsi ropné pole svéta zasahla poZar. K utoku z dronu se pFihlasili povstalecti Hiisiové. [cit.
2022-04-05]. Dostupné z: https://www.irozhlas.cz/zpravy-svet/saudska-arabie-ropa-ropne-pole-dron-abkajk-
churajs 1909140826 _ako.
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podporu Spojenych arabskych emirati a usiluje o znovuobnoveni Jizniho Jemenu. V Cele
rady stoji Aidarus al-Zoubaidi, byvaly guvernér spravni oblasti Aden.>¢

Vznik separatistické skupiny na jihu zemé neni ptekvapivy. Kratce po sjednoceni
Jemenu, v roce 1994, prob¢hla obcanska valka. Valka byla kratka, trvala ptes dva mésice a

na jejim konci byl Jih porazen.*’

V srpnu 2019 zagala Jizni pfechodna rada bojovat s vladnimi silami v Adenu®® a dobyli
prezidentsky paldc a obsadili mésto. Nastala tedy obcanska valka uvnitt jiz probihajici
obcanské valky. V dubnu 2020 separatisté vyhlasili autonomii a v listopadu téhoz roku pak
s mezinarodné uznanou jemenskou vladou uzavieli mirovou dohodu a dohodli se na

spole¢ném postupu proti hnuti Ansar Alldh na severu zemé.*

V prosinci 2020 oznamil prezident Hadi, ze byl zformovan novy vladni kabinet. Vznik
vlady byl soucasti mirové dohody z listopadu 2019. 24¢lenny kabinet byl piedstaven v
Rijadu, kde v exilu Zije prezident. V nové vladé jsou stejnym poctem ¢lenil zastoupeny
vSechny regiony ze severni a jizni ¢asti zemé a piedsedou vlady je Maeen Abdul Malik.
Soucasti vlady je také 5 zastupcli separatistl z Jizni prechodné rady.*’ Na nové zformovanou
vladu byl kratce po pftiletu na letis§té v Adenu 30. prosince t¢hoZ roku spachan teroristicky

utok. Pi Gitoku bylo zabito nejméné 20 lidi a dalsich 100 utrp&lo zranéni.*!

Dne 1. dubna 2022 se Hutiové a mezinarodni koalice pod vedenim Saudské Arabie
dohodli na dvoumésicnim piiméti. Pfiméii zacalo platit v ten stejny den, kdy také zacinal
muslimsky svatek Ramadan. Dohodu mezi Hutii a mezinarodni koalici zprosttedkovala

Organizace spojenych narodt.*

36 Al Jazeera. Yemen: What is the Southern Transitional Council. [cit. 2022-04-05]. Dostupné z:
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/4/26/yemen-what-is-the-southern-transitional-council.

37 BURROWES Robert, WENNER W. Manfred. Yemen. Encyclopedia Britannica. [cit. 2023-04-12].
Dostupné z: https://www.britannica.com/place/Yemen.

38 Piistavni mésto na jihu Jemenu, které bylo soucasti britského impéria a byvalé hlavni mésto Jemenské
lidové demokratické republiky.

39 Al Jazeera. Yemen: What is the Southern Transitional Council. [cit. 2022-04-05]. Dostupné z:
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/4/26/yemen-what-is-the-southern-transitional-council.

40 Al Jazeera. New Yemen gov’t sworn in after Saudi-brokered power-sharing deal. [cit. 2022-04-05].
Dostupné z: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/12/26/yemens-new-government-sworn-in-after-power-
sharing-agreement.

LAl Jazeera. Yemen: UN experts blame Houthis for attack on Aden airpot. [cit. 2022-04-05]. Dostupné z:
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/31/yemen-un-experts-blame-houthis-for-attack-on-aden-airport
42 Al Jazeera. Yemen ‘s warring parties agree to two mohth truce, UN says. [cit. 2022-04-05]. Dostupné z:
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/1/yemens-warring-parties-agree-to-two-month-truce-un-says
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Dne 7. dubna pak prezident Hadi oznamil, ze své pravomoci pfedd nové vytvoiené
prezidentské rad¢. Hlavnim tikolem rady je vyjednani mirové dohody s Hutii a ukon¢it valku
v zemi. Pfedsedou rady byl jmenovan Rashad al-Alimi, poradce prezidenta Hadiho a ministr

vnitra ve vladé byvalého prezidenta Saliha.*?

Saudska Arabie oznamila, Ze spolecné se Spojenymi arabskymi emiraty podpoti valkou

zni¢enou jemenskou ekonomiku tfemi miliardami dolart.**

V bieznu letosniho roku byla v Pekingu podepsana dohoda o obnoveni diplomatickych
vztahll a znovuotevieni ambasad mezi Irdnskou islamskou republikou a Saudskou Arébii.

Staty prerusily diplomatické vztahy v roce 2016.%4

Od 9. dubna letosniho roku probihaji v hlavnim mésté Jemenu Sana mirové rozhovory
mezi zastupci Saudské Arabie a Hutiji. Rozhovory jsou zprostfedkované Omdanem a
probihaji paralelné se snahami OSN. V ramci rozhovort o miru také doslo k vymeén¢ stovek

zajatc(.*0
Je tedy mozné, Ze 9 let trvajici jemensky konflikt se chyli ke konci.

Tato podkapitola je aktualni ke 14. dubnu 2023.

43 Al Jazeera. Yemen president hands powers to new leadership council. [cit. 2022-04-12]. Dostupné z:
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/7/yemen-president-transfers-powers-saudi-calls-for-houthis-talks.

4 Ibid.

45 {Rozhlas. Saudskd Ardbie a Iran obnovi diplomatické vztahy, které prerusili v roce 2016, tvrdi Teherdn.
[cit. 2023-04-12]. Dostupné z: https://www.irozhlas.cz/zpravy-svet/saudska-arabie-iran-diplomaticke-vztahy-
teheran 2303101511 fos.

46 Al Jazeera. Saudi, Omani envoys hold peace talks with Houthi leaders in Yemen. [cit. 2023-04-17].
Dostupné z: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/4/9/saudi-omani-envoys-in-yemen-for-peace-talks-with-
houthi-leaders.
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3.2. Humanitarni situace v Jemenu
S valkou se vzdy poji utrpeni civilniho obyvatelstva a nékolik let trvajici valecny konflikt
v Jemenu zplsobil podle OSN nejvétsi humanitarni krizi na svété, kterd se jesté muiize

prohloubit.

70 % jemenského obyvatelstva potiebuje néjakou formu humanitdrni pomoci. Od
zacatku konfliktu do biezna roku 2022 bylo v zemi vnitiné vysidleno 4,3 milionu osob.*’
Od roku 2015 do konce roku 2021 zemfelo v dusledku konfliktu 377 tisic lidi, at’ uz
v pfimém nebo nepiimém disledku (nedostatek potravin, nedostupna 1ékarska péce atd.), 70

% mrtvych tvoii déti do 5 let.*8

Kvili $patnému pfistupu k pitné vodé se v Jemenu v roce 2016 rozsifila cholera.’
Cholera je infekéni onemocnéni, které zptsobuje prijmy a zvraceni, coz vede k dehydrataci
organismu. Nemoc je nejcastéji zpiisobena znecisSténou vodou nebo jidlem. V ptipadé, ze je
infikovan vodni zdroj, miZe dojit k velmi rychlému 3ifeni nemoci.’® Podle Svétové
zdravotnické organizace se rocné touto nemoci nakazi az 1,3-4 miliony lidi a zemie na ni

21-143 tisic lidi.”!

V Jemenu se cholerou mezi lety 2017-2020 nakazilo ptfes 2 miliony osob a skoro Ctyfi
tisice osob zemielo.>? Déti do 5 let predstavovaly 24,2 % vsech piipadii.>® V roce 2021 byl

vidét zna¢ny pokles novych piipadii cholery.>*

Situace déti v Jemenu je obecné velmi Spatna. Podle dat ze zpravy UNICEF
z ¢ervence 2021, pies 2 miliony déti ve Skolnim veku nenavstévuji Skolu, kvili chudobé a

valce. Vroce 2015 to pfitom bylo 890 tisic déti, za Sest let tak doSlo k vice nez

4T UNHCR, The UN Refugee Agency. Yemen. [cit. 2022-07-30]. Dostupné z:
https://reporting.unhcr.org/yemen.

48 Al Jazeera. Yemen war deaths will reach 377, 000 by end of the year: UN. [cit. 2022-04-05]. Dostupné z:
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/23/un-yemen-recovery-possible-in-one-generation-if-war-stops-
now.

4 Medecins sans Frontiers. Endemic in Yemen, cholera still hits Yemenis hard. [cit. 2023-04-10]. Dostupné z:
https://www.msf.org/endemic-yemen-cholera-still-hits-yemenis-hard.

50 Lékati bez hranic. Cholera. [cit. 2023-04-10]. Dostupné z: https://www.lekari-bez-hranic.cz/cholera.

5! World Health Organization. Cholera. [cit. 2023-04-10]. Dostupné z: https.//www.who.int/news-room/fact-
sheets/detail/cholera.

52 Jenom v roce 2020 se od ledna do srpna nemoci nakazilo 172 796 lidi a 50 lidi zemielo. — WHO —
Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean. Cholera in Yemen, 16 August 2020. [cit. 2023-04-15].
Dostupné z: http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/cholera/outbreak-update-cholera-in-
yemen-16-august-2020.html.

53 Ibid.

54 UNICEF. Yemen Humanitarian Situation Report — 1. 28 February 2021. [cit. 2023-04-15]. Dostupné z:
https://www.unicef.org/documents/yemen-humanitarian-situation-report-february-2021.
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dvojnasobnému nartstu. 400 tisic déti bylo nuceno $koly opustit ptimo kvuli valce, protoze
pies dva tisice §kol bylo zni¢eno”, piipadné slouzi jako piechodné ubytovani pro vnitiné
vysidlené Jemence nebo byly zabrany vojaky.>® Kolem 170 tisic ugiteld a u¢itelek (zhruba
dv¢ tretiny vSech pedagogii) nedostava v poslednich ¢tyfech letech pravidelny plat, coz celou
situaci jenom zhor3uje.’’

U déti, které nenavstévuji Skolu existuje vétsi riziko, ze budou nuceni k détské praci nebo
budou rekrutovani do ozbrojenych skupin. Od bifezna 2015 do tnora 2021 bylo do
ozbrojenych skupin naverbovano 3 600 déti. Jesté pred vypuknutim konfliktu v roce 2013
vykonavalo pfes milion déti ve v€ku od 5 do 17 let détskou praci, dnes bude toto Cislo
nékolikandsobné vyssi. 72,5 % divek se vda do 18 let, pro tyto divky je uz pak v podstaté
nemozné dokongit si vzdélani.>®

Podle zpravy OSN z prosince lofiského roku bylo od bfezna 2015 do zafi 2022 v Jemenu
zabito nebo zmrzaceno vice nez 11 tisic déti. Skoro 4 tisice déti (pfevazné chlapcti) byly

naverbovano k boji.”

Tato ¢isla byla OSN schopna potvrdit, ale pravdépodobné je tedy situace mnohem horsi.

Pandemie covidu-19 také negativné ovlivnila humanitarni situaci v zemi. Pandemie
narusila dodavatelské fetézce, a to vedlo ke zdraZeni potravin, coz jeste¢ vice prohloubilo
krizi civilniho obyvatelstva.

Soucasnou krizi v Jemenu miiZe navic jest¢ prohloubit valka na Ukrajin€. Ruska invaze
na Ukrajinu miize vést k ohrozeni globalni potravinové bezpec¢nosti.

Podle dat International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) jsou Rusko a Ukrajina

zodpoveédné za 12 % vSech kalorit, které lidstvo konzumuje. Rusko a Ukrajina zaroven patii

35 Od biezna 2015 do zafi 2022 probéhlo 672 tokll na vzdélavaci instituce. - United Nations Children’s
Fund. Middle East and North Africa. More than 11,000 children killed and injured in Yemen. [cit. 2023-04-
07]. Dostupné z: https://www.unicef.org/mena/press-releases/more-11000-children-killed-or-injured-yemen.
3¢ United Nations Children’s Fund, Yemen. Education disrupted Impact of the conflict on children’s
education in Yemen. July 2021. [cit. 2022-07-31]. Dostupné z:
https://www.unicef.org/yemen/media/5546/file/EDUCATION%20DISRUPTED%20Report.pdf.

ST OCHA. Yemen Humanitarian Needs Overview 2021 (February 2021). [cit. 2022-07-31]. Dostupné z:
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-needs-overview-202 | -february-2021 -enar.

8 UNICEF, Yemen. Education disrupted Impact of the conflict on children’s education in Yemen. July 2021.
[cit. 2022-07-31]. Dostupné z:
https://www.unicef.org/yemen/media/5546/file/EDUCATION%20DISRUPTED%20Report.pdf.

59 UNICEF. More than 11,000 children killed and injured in Yemen. [cit. 2023-04-07]. Dostupné z:
https://www.unicef.org/mena/press-releases/more-11000-children-killed-or-injured-yemen.
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k péti nejvétsim exportérim obilovin. Ukrajina mé 50% podil na trhu se slune¢nicovym

olejem.

Staty Severni Afriky a Blizkého vychodu vétSinu obili odebiraji pravé z Ukrajiny a
Ruska.®® Jemen v roce 2020 importoval psenici za 674 miliont dolartl, mezi nejvétsi dovozce
patfily Spojené staty americké (195 miliont), Rusko (174 milioni) a Ukrajina (144 miliont).
Rusko a Ukrajina sice podepsali dohodu, ktera Ukrajiné umozni vyvoz obili, ale neni jisté
jestli dohoda situaci zlepsi. Podle dohody se mél obnovit export ze ti ukrajinskych pfistavii

(Odésa, Cernomorsk a Juzne).

%0 International Food Policy Research Institute. How will Russia’s invasion of Ukraine affect global food
security?. [cit. 2022-04-05]. Dostupné z: https://www.ifpri.org/blog/how-will-russias-invasion-ukraine-
affect-global-food-security.
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4. Pripadova studie — jemenska diaspora

4.1. Jemenska diaspora ve Velké Britanii

Velka Britanie ma s Jemenem historické vazby. Aden, pfistavni mésto na jihu Jemenu,
bylo mezi lety 1839-1967 pod britskou kolonilni spravou.’! A pravé z Adenu zacali v druhé
poloving€ 19. stoleti pfichazet do Velké Britanie prvni Jemenci. Ti tak pfedstavuji nejstarsi
muslimskou komunitu v zemi. Jemenci piivodné byli levnou pracovni silou na britskych
obchodnich lodich, a i proto jsou dodnes nejvétsi komunity v nékterych piistavnich
méstech.%? Podle poslednich dat ze s¢itani lidu v roce 2001 Zilo ve Velké Britanii 70-80 tisic

Jemenct.%

Jak je popsano v ¢lanku Y. Shaina a A. Bartha diaspory jsou v liberdlné demokratickych
statech Casto organizovany jako zajmové skupiny, a praveé ve Velké Britanii existuje nékolik

organizaci sdruzujici Jemence, které se snazi komunikovat s politiky.

Jednou z nich je Labour Friends of Yemen. ,, Labour Friends of Yemen je forum v ramci
Labour Party pro vedeni konstruktivnich diskuzi a rozvazné debaty o zadlezZitostech tykajicich
se Jemenu. Cilem fora je zasazovat se o podporu zemé, aby dosahla miru a pomohla svému
lidu obnovit moderni stat zaloZeny na principech demokracie, dodrzovani lidskych prav a
rovného obcéanstvi.“%* Predsedou organizace je Gill Furniss, ¢len Snémovny reprezentanti a
stinovy ministr pro Zeny a rovné piileZitosti.®> Organizace se snazi, aby byl konflikt

v Jemenu i nadale parlamentnim tématem.®® Tato organizace sdruzuje v§echny Jemence.®’

V roce 2020 vznikla ve Velké Britanii organizace Friends of South Yemen (FOSY).

Hlavnim cilem organizace je ziskani mezindrodni podpory pro znovuobnoveni nezavislosti

1 Al Jazeera. What is going on in Southern Yemen. [cit. 2022-07-22]. Dostupné z:
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2018/1/29/what-is-going-on-in-southern-yemen.

62 Britain’s first Yemenis [film]. ALSAEDI Mohammed. VB: Al Jazeera, 2015. Dostupné z:
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/al-jazeera-world/2015/4/29/britains-first-yemenis.

63 Sheffield city council. Yemeni community research guide. [cit. 2022-07-22]. Dostupné z:
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/libraries-archives/access-archives-local-studies-library/resegq
4+68954arch-guides/yemeni-community.

%4 Labour Friends of Yemen. About us. [cit. 2023-22-04]. Dostupné z:
https://www.labourfriendsofyemen.org.uk/about-us.

85 Labour Friends of Yemen. The Team. [cit. 2022-29-7]. Dostupné z:
https.//'www.labourfriendsofyvemen.org.uk/the-team.

% Labour Friends of Yemen. About us. [cit. 2022-29-7]. Dostupné z:
https://www.labourfriendsofyemen.org.uk/about-us.

87 AL-DEEN, Maysa Shuja, The Long Shadow of War: Mobilization Dynamics of the Yemeni Diaspora since
2011. Arab Reform Initiative. 2021. [cit. 2022-07-22]. Dostupné z: https://s3.cu-central-
1.amazonaws.com/storage.arab-reform.net/ari/2021/07/26151446/2021-07-26-EN-
Diaposra_ YEMEN_FINAL.pdf.
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Jizniho Jemenu a ziskdni podpory britskych politiki. Dalsi organizaci ptisobici ve Velké
Briténii je Friends of South Yemen. Hlavnim cilem FOSY je nasmérovani britské politiky
k podpoie ztizeni nezavislého Jizniho Jemenu. Na webovych strankéch organizace je kratky
dokument o Jiznim Jemenu a jeho historii. FOSY také vydéava vlastni newsletter, kde
prezentuji vysledky jednani na mezindrodni urovni. Pfedsedou FOSY je doktor Abdul Galil

Shaif Kasim, ktery je soucasné clenem poradniho vyboru Labour Friends of Yemen.

Dalsi organizaci, ktera ve Velké Britanii ptsobi jiz tficet let je The British-Yemeni
Society (BYS). Tato organizace byla zaloZena v tnoru 1993.°% Podle M. Babbaad, ¢lenky
vykonné rady BYS, se organizace soustfedi na budovani ptatelstvi mezi Brity a Jemenci.
Organizace je apolitickd, ale pofada debaty o déni v Jemenu, aby Jemen nevymizel z vefejné
debaty. BY'S potada akce s experty o jemenské kultufe, hudbé a historii a také organizuje

sbirky na pomoc organizacim sidlicim v Jemenu.*

%8 The British-Yemeni Society. About Society. [cit. 2022-07-29]. Dostupné z: http://b-ys.org.uk/about/about-

society.
 Rozhovor provedeny autorkou 23.12. 2021.
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4.1.1. Vnitini Stépeni diaspory

Jemenska republika vznikla v kvétnu 1990 sloucenim Jemenské arabské republiky
(Severni Jemen) a Jemenské lidové demokratické republiky (Jizni Jemen). V kvétnu 1994
vypukla v zemi ob¢anska valka. Jizni Jemen usiloval o odtrzeni, valka vSak skoncila velmi
zahy v Servenci a Jizni Jemen byl porazen.”® Tato valka a sjednoceni zemé dodnes polarizuje

jemenskou diasporu.

V kvétna 2017 vznikla na jihu Jemenu Jizni pfechodna rada (Southern Transnational
Council — STC), ktera sidli v Adenu. Rada usiluje o nezavislost Jizniho Jemenu, tedy uzemi
byvalé Jemenské lidové demokratické republiky.”! V jejim &ele stoji Aidarus al-Zubaidi.

STC je momentalng soucasti mezinarodné uznané vlady."

Podle Mohammeda Shargawiho, sociologa, ktery se zabyval jemenskou diasporou ve
Velké Britanii, cast jihojemenské diaspory vniméd nynéj$i konflikt jako pokraovani

nechténého sjednoceni v roce 1990 a nésledné obcanské valky.

wMyslim si, Ze nejvetsi soucasti konfliktu v Anglii je, Ze nékteri se ve svych myslich
nesrovnali s konfliktem a dodnes je to ovliviiuje. Konflikt z roku 2015 je pro né jenom
pokracovanim uddlosti 90. let. Mohou své komunité znovu pripomenout, co se stalo v roce

1994 a vict: ,, Vidite, méli jsme tenkrat pravdu. “7

Tedy Jemenci z byvalé lidové demokratické republiky si stale uchovavaji pocit kiivdy

ze sjednoceni a zaroven maji pocit, Ze vSechny problémy ptichdzeji ze severu zemé.

M. Sharqawi mi také v rozhovoru popsal dopad valky na Jemence ve Spojeném

kralovstvi.

., Nevim, jestli ma diaspora viiv na deni v Jemenu, ale jsem si jisty, ze konflikt ovlivnil
komunitu v Britanii. Potkal jsem lidi, kteri zacali byt velmi kriticti k lidem se kterymi se diive
schazeli, at uz na akcich pordadanych organizacemi, nebo se potkavali na ulici, nebo
v riiznych obchodech, které jsou viastneny Jemenci. A to jenom proto, ze nekdo pochdzel ze
severni casti Jemenu a ti druzi z jizni. Zacali o sobé Spatné smyslet, ale nepratelsky postoj

prichdzel hlavné od Jemencii z jihu smérem k Jemenciim ze severu, a ne naopak. Jemenci ze

0 BURROWES Robert, WENNER W. Manfred. Yemen. Encyclopedia Britannica. [cit. 2022-07-28].
Dostupné z: https://www.britannica.com/place/Yemen.

1 Jedna se 0 80 % tizemi dnesniho Jemenu, ale obyvaného pouze 6 miliony lidi z celkovych 30 miliond.
2Southern Transnational Council. [cit. 2022-07-22]. Dostupné z: https://stc-eu.org/en/sueduebergangsrat/.
3 Rozhovor provedeny autorkou 7.4. 2022.

19


https://www.britannica.com/place/Yemen
https://stc-eu.org/en/sueduebergangsrat/

severu uznavali, Ze to, co Sever’* udélal na Jihu bylo Spatné, ale zdroven nepochybovali o

Jjednoté Jemenu. Nékteri zase rikali, jestli chtéji nezavislost, tak at' ji maji. *

Marwa Babbaad, ¢lenka vykonné rad British-Yemeni Society, fekla, ze po sjednoceni
zem¢ se zacali Jemenci z jihu citit ukiivdéné, Ze jejich vlada podepsala nevyhodnou dohodu
bez jejich souhlasu. Na jihu se nachazi nalezisté nerostnych surovin, a tak méli pocit, ze nad
ve Velké Britanii jsou separatistické nalady a jakysi sentiment po starych casech a velmi

podporuji Jizni pfechodnou radu.”

Piedseda FOSY doktora Abdul Galil Shaif sou€asnou situaci komentoval slovy, Ze je

nepiedstavitelné, ze by pti dosaZeni mirové dohody mohl Jemen ziistat jednotny.

Ansar Allah v podstate oviadl cely sever. Existuji jenom dvé resSeni. Za prvé, zZe Jemen
bude rozdeéleny na dva regiony a bude existovat néjakd forma centralizované komunikace
mezi témito regiony a druhou moznosti je uplné rozdéleni na dva staty jako pred rokem 1990.
Experiment s jednotnym statem nedosahl niceho, jediné, k cemu to vedlo jsou dvé obcanské

valky 1994 a 2015, z nichz druha trva dodnes. «“76

Friends of South Yemen podle doktora Shaifa pozaduje po OSN moZnost vyhlasit
referendum o odtrzeni Jizniho Jemenu. ,, Rekl bych, ze 95 % lidi Zijicich na jihu Jemenu chce
nezavislost, kdyby probéhlo referendum velmi pravdépodobné bude mit kyZeny vysledek.
Zatim jsme vsak se svou zadosti neméli uspéch, primarné proto, zZe Zapad se vice soustiedi

na valku a humanitérni krizi nez na politické problémy. “7

VSichni respondenti, se kterymi jsem probirala situaci ve Velké Britanii jsou
presvédceni, ze Jemenci z Jizniho Jemenu jsou vice politicky aktivni a rychle se mobilizuji.

Pro Jemence z jihu je tedy jejich identita a odtrZeni se naprosto zdsadnim tématem.

Je tedy velmi pravdépodobné, Ze otazka tizemniho dé€leni bude hrat pii budoucich

mirovych jednanich velkou roli.

74 Sever a Jih s velkymi pismeny na zacatku odkazuji k politickym systémtm (Jemenska arabska republika a
Jemenska lidova demokratickd republika) pied sjednocenim Jemenu.

5 Rozhovor provedeny autorkou 23. 12. 2021.

76 Rozhovor provedeny autorkou 19. 6. 2022.

7 Tbid.
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4.1.2. Mobilizace diaspory ve Velké Britanii

Mobilizace jemenské diaspory v reakci na déni v Jemenu méla dvé faze. Prvni faze se
odehrala mezi lety 2010-2014, tedy pfed vypuknutim valky, v dobé protestl v ramci
Arabského jara. Této fazi se vénuje napiiklad kniha Arab Spring abroad od autorky Dany
Moss, kniha vysla v roce 2021. V knize porovnava reakci a zapojeni do déni u jemenské,

lybijské a syrské diaspory.

V prvni fazi se ve Velké Britanii hodn¢ mobilizovali zejména mladi Jemenci. Zaroven
se Jemenci snazili obnovit vztahy se svym domovskym statem a dopravit do zemé¢
humanitarni pomoc. Dilezitym aspektem byla snaha udrzet si piehled o déni v zemi, i pies
nepiehlednou situaci. V Jemenu probihal ndrodni dialog, ktery mél za cil zajistit stabilitu

v zemi, Hatiové se ale odmitli dialogu G¢astnit. 78

Ve druhé fazi po roce 2015, kdy se do valky zapojila mezinarodni vojenska koalice pod
vedenim Saudské Aréabie, se opét projevily neshody uvnitf diaspory. Jemenci z jihu potadali
demonstrace na podporu mezinarodni koalice. V&tSina Jemencl ze severu nepodporovala

ani koalici vedenou SA, ale ani koalici Hutit a byvalého prezidenta Saliha.”

Podle doktora Shaifa z FOSY je: ,,Diaspora je velmi politicky aktivni. Je mnohem vic
aktivni ohledné situace doma v Jemenu nez v zemich, kde Ziji. Jemenci se organizuji skrze
politické strany v Jemenu nebo svépomocnych skupin jako je Yemeni Community
Association.®® Sem miizou prijit vést diskuze, navrhovat reseni a prezentovat dalsi napady.
Jejich Zivoty, fyzické a psychické zdravi je negativné ovlivneno tim, co se déje v Jemenu.
Nekteri clenové diaspory se vraci domit do Jemenu, podnikaji tuto nebezpecnou cestu jenom

proto, aby mohli vidét své rodiny. Diaspora je velmi silné zapojena do krize v Jemenu. “®!

8 Rozhovor provedeny autorkou 7. 4. 2022,

7 AL-DEEN, Maysa Shuja, The Long Shadow of War: Mobilization Dynamics of the Yemeni Diaspora since
2011. Arab Reform Initiative. 2021. Dostupné z: https://s3.eu-central-1.amazonaws.com/storage.arab-
reform.net/ari/2021/07/26151446/2021-07-26-EN-Diaposra_ YEMEN_FINAL.pdf.

80 Organizace se sidlem v Sandwellu, zaloZena v roce 1997.

81 Rozhovor provedeny autorkou 19. 6. 2022.
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V roce 2021 ohlasila vldda Spojeného kralovstvi snizeni pomoci Jemenu o polovinu.®?

Tento krok byl hodné kritizovan, jeho odptrci argumentovali tim, Ze takové razantni snizeni

bude mit negativni dopad na jiz tak velmi Spatnou humanitarni situaci v zemi.

V tnoru 2022 popsala BBC ptipady nékolika Jemenct, kterym ptestaly britské urady
Toto se tyka asi 2 500 Jemenci.

Neékteti z Jemencl si pfi praci v britskych tovarnach dozivotné poskodili zdravi, v
tovarnach pfisli o sluch a jini dokonce o koncetiny. Qasim Saeed Al-Juhouri, ktery sviij
dichod nedostava od roku 2012 tekl: ,, Jsme tu ve valce. V Jemenu neni zadna vlada, neni tu
ani velvyslanectvi, kde bychom mohli predlozit nase pripady. Prosté jsme se ztratili. “*?

Tato citace obecné vyjadiuje frustraci, kterou citi Jemenci, a to at’ uz ziji v Jemenu nebo

1 mimo né&j. Maji pocit, ze na né cely svét zapomnél a, ze vedou zapomenutou valku.

82 UK Parliament. Yemen: UK Goverment’s aid reduction. [cit. 2022-07-22]. Dostupné z:
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/yemen-uk-governments-aid-reduction/.

8 BBC. Fight for payment of UK pensions lost in Yemen warzone. [cit. 2022-07-22]. Dostupné z:
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-birmingham-56803551.
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4.2. DalSi jemenské diaspory

Jak uz bylo zminéné vysSe podle Y. Shaina a A. Bartha je pro efektivni fungovani
diaspory naprosto zasadni demokratickd hostitelska zemé, proto jsem se taky v této praci
zamg¢fila na jemenskou diasporu ve Velké Britanii. Mimo Jemen zije sedm milionii Jemenct
vpadesati zemich svéta® a nékteré pocetné vyznamné diaspory se nachazi

v nedemokratickych statech.

Freedom House je nevladni organizace, kterd kazdoro¢né¢ hodnoti staty podle
obc&anskych a politickych svobod. Velk4 Britanie naposledy ziskala 93 bodi ze 100%°, Oproti
tomu Saudské Arabie ziskala za stejny rok 8 bodti ze 100%¢ a Egypt ziskal 18 bod®’. A pravé

v téchto statech se nachdzi dal§i vyznamné jemenské diaspory.

Nejvétsi jemenska diaspora se nachazi v Saudské Arabii, v zemi Zije milion Jemenci.®®
V roce 2021 prestala Saudskd Arabie obnovovat a vydavat nova pracovni viza Jemenclim.
Zaroven byl ptijat zdkon, ktery zaméstnavatelim nafizoval snizit pocty zaméstnancii

z riznych narodnosti.*

Podle dat Svétové banky za rok 2016 bylo 90 % jemenskych pfichozich remitenci ze
stath Rady pro spolupraci v Perském zalivu a 61 % veskerych remitenci proudicich do
Jemenu bylo pravé ze Saudské Arabie (18 % ze Spojenych Arabskych emiratd,
5 % z Kuvajtu a 5 % z Kataru).”® Z toho vyplyva, ze Saudsk4 Arabie je pro Jemence velmi
dalezitym zdrojem financi. Jemenci zijici v Saudské Arabii, se tak snazi hlavné o udrzeni
prace, aby mohli i nadale podporovat své rodiny a nebyli nuceni vratit se do zemé zmitané

valkou.

8 AL-DAILAMI, Ali. Yemenis in Saudi Arabia: Less Money to Send Home, More Pressure to

Leave. Sana’a Centre for Strategic Studies. Dostupné z: https://sanaacenter.org/publications/analysis/11448.
8 Freedom House. Freedom in the world 2023 — United Kingdom. [cit. 2023-04-23]. Dostupné z:
https://freedomhouse.org/country/united-kingdom/freedom-world/2023.

8 Freedom House. Freedom in the world 2023 — Saudi Arabia. [cit. 2023-04-23]. Dostupné z:
https://freedomhouse.org/country/saudi-arabia/freedom-world/2023.

87 Freedom House. Freedom in the world 2023 — Egypt. [cit. 2023-04-23]. Dostupné z:
https://freedomhouse.org/country/egypt/freedom-world/2023.

8 Global Media Insight. Saudi Arabia population statistics. [cit. 2022-07-19]. Dostupné z:
https://www.globalmediainsight.com/blog/saudi-arabia-population-statistics/#keystat.

8 Human Rights Watch. Saudi Arabia: Yemeni Workers at risk of mass Forced Returns. [cit. 2022-07-19].
Dostupné z: https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/08/31/saudi-arabia-yemeni-workers-risk-mass-forced-returns.
% World Bank. Bilateral Remittance Estimates for 2016 — November 2017. [cit. 2022-07-23]. Dostupné z:
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/migrationremittancesdiasporaissues/brief/migration-remittances-data.
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Dalsi pocetna jemenska diaspora se nachazi v Egypté. Podle jemenského ambasadora v
Kahife pobyva v Egypté 500 000-700 000 Jemencti, pred valkou to bylo 70 tisic Jemenct’!,
ale podle oficidlnich dat ufadu Vysokého komisafe Organizace spojenych narodi pro
uprchliky (UNHCR) je v Egypté pouze 9 891 jemenskych uprchliki.”? Pred vypuknutim
konfliktu Jemenci jezdili do Egypta studovat, za 1ékatskou péci nebo turistikou. Ke vstupu
do zemé nepotiebovali vizum a mohli v zemi zlstavat i bez povoleni k pobytu. Po vypuknuti
valky se viak toto zménilo a Jemenci vizum a potvrzeni k pobytu potiebuji.”® Jemenci, kteii
se uchylili do Egypta Celi riznym piikofim a existencnim problémim. Tudiz fesi spise
starosti spojené s kazdodennim zivotem. I pfesto déni v Jemenu stale sleduji, ale nemaji

energii a prostiedky se, jakkoliv politicky angazovat.”*

Ptislusnici politické elity, kteti se v Egypté nachdzeji, nejsou Zadateli o azyl a Casto
cestuji mezi obéma zemémi. V Egypté se sice aktivné schazi s tam¢&jsimi politiky, ale vice
nez o jednani, kterd by méla né€jaky dopad, se jedna spiSe o udrzeni vazeb s politiky a
diplomaty a mezinarodni uznani. Na siln&jsi a hlubsi vztahy Casto nemaji dostatecné finan¢ni
prostiedky a mentélni kapacitu.®®

Spojené staty americké jsou bezpochyby demokratickou zemi, a i zde se nachézi
jemenskeé diaspora, ale s tou se mi ani ptes opakované snahy nepodatilo spojit. Ve Spojenych

statech americkych negativné ovlivnil fungovani diaspory tzv. ,,muslim travel ban*.

Takzvany ,,muslim ban* je exekutivni vynos byvalého amerického prezidenta Donalda
Trumpa, vydany v lednu 2017 a v roce 2018 byl pozastaven NejvysSim soudem. Prezident
Biden jej nakonec zrusil v roce 2021. Vynos pozastavil americky systém piijimani uprchlika
a také snizoval celkovy pocet pfijatych uprchlikli v daném roce, na neurcito pozastavil
pfijimani uprchlikii se Syrie, na 90 dni pozastavoval vydavani viz obCantll ze sedmi vétSinove
muslimskych zemi (fran, Irak, Jemen, Syrie, Stidan, Libye a Somalsko) a zakazoval vstup

ob&anfim téchto zemi, a to i v piipadé, e maji druhé statni ob&anstvi.”®

o1 AL-ABSI, Qabool. The Struggle Far From Home: Yemeni Refugees in Cairo. Sana’a Centre for Strategic
Studies. [cit. 2023-03-13]. Dostupné z: https://sanaacenter.org/publications/main-publications/12286.

92 UNHCR. Egypt Factsheet. January 2022. [cit. 2023-04-23]. Dostupné z: https://www.unhcr.org/eg/wp-
content/uploads/sites/36/2022/02/2022.01-Egypt-Factsheet.pdf

% Ibid.

%4 Rozhovor provedeny autorkou 17. 12. 2021.

% Rozhovor provedeny autorkou 25. 5. 2022.

% The Guardian. Is this a Muslim ban? Trump’s executive order explained. [cit. 2023-04-20]. Dostupné z:
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jan/28/trump-immigration-ban-syria-muslims-reaction-lawsuits.
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Naproti tomu obaniim Saudské Ardbie a Jordanska, tedy ze statd, které maji dobré
geopolitické vztahy s USA a Velkou Britanii, se pfistup neztizil. Jemenci zijici v USA se
také se obavali, ze penize, které posilaji svym rodinam by mohly byt oznacCeny jako

financovani terorismu.”’

97 MOSS, Dana M. From Diaspora Mobilization to Immigrant Resistance: Comparing Syrian and Yemeni
Mobilization against Inequality at Home and Abroad. In: The Politics of Inequality. Emerald Publishing
Limited, 2021. p. 155-174.
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4.3. Shrnuti

Politickd situace v Jemenu je ve velmi komplikovand, jemenska mezindrodné uznana
vlada ptfechodné sidli v Adenu, protoze hlavni mésto je jiz devét let pod kontrolou hnuti
Ansar Alléh. Posledni volby se v zemi konaly pied dvaceti lety. Nékteti politici jsou v exilu,

a to v¢etné prezidenta Hadiho.

Hlavnim cilem diaspory je ukonceni vleklého konfliktu, ktery ochromil celou zemi a
konflikt zviditeliiovat a udrzet ho vefejném prostoru a snazi se sbirat politickou podporu, ale
s minimalnim dopadem na déni v Jemenu. Diaspora ve Velké Britanii je navic vnitiné
rozdélena, panuji neshody mezi Jemenci z byvalého Jizniho Jemenu a z byvalého Severniho

Jemenu. A pravé tyto neshody velmi negativné ovliviiuji celou komunitu.

Diaspora hraje dilezitou roli v zasilani finan¢nich a materidlnich pfispévka do Jemenu.
Posledni data Svétové banky tykajici se remitenci do Jemenu pochézi z roku 2016. V tomto
roce pritekly do zemé remitence v hodnoté 3,8 miliardy dolart, coz piedstavovalo

12,4 % HDP zemé.”®

Remitence ptedstavuji dulezity zdroj financi pro jemenskou ekonomiku, od zacatku
konfliktu se jejich pfisun zvedl. Podle mezinarodné uznané vlady byly do Jemenu za rok
2019 zaslany remitence v hodnoté 8 miliard dolarii. Tyto finance podporuji zhruba polovinu
jemenské populace, tedy asi 15 milionii lidi. N&kteti predstavitelé jemenskych bank vSak

tato ¢isla zpochybiiuji a odhaduji, Ze hodnota remitenci byla 5-6 miliard dolart.”

S moznym mirem se mohou pro diasporu oteviit nové moznosti podilet se na povalecné

obnové zemé.

% The World Bank. Personal remittances, recieved (% GDP) -Yemen, Rep. 2021 [cit. 2023-03-18]. Dostupné
z: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/BX. TRF.PWKR.DT.GD.ZS?locations=YE.

9 ACAPS Analysis Hub Yemen. The impact of remittances on Yemen’s economy. [cit. 2023-04-15].
Dostupné z: https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/impact-remittances-yemen-s-economy.
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ZAVER
V bieznu letosniho roku uplynulo 8 let od zapojeni mezinarodni vojenské koalice vedené
Saudskou Arabii do ozbrojeného konfliktu v Jemenu. Konflikt si za tu dobu vyzadal né¢kolik

tisic mrtvych a nejhorsi humanitarni krizi na sveéte.

Cilem bakalafské prace bylo zmapovani aktivit jemenské diaspory a zodpovézeni
vyzkumné otazky ,,Jak ovliviiuje jemenska diaspora konflikt v zemi?*“. Préci se podatilo

vyzkumnou otazku zodpovedét.

Prace se od ptivodniho projektu vychyluje minimalné. Jedinym vyraznym odchylenim
je zaméteni na Velkou Britanii, o kterém se v projektu nepiSe. K tomuto zaméteni doslo

kvali

Diaspora se snazi do déni v Jemenu aktivné zapojovat, ale nedafi se ji dosdhnout
vyrazného vlivu na celou situaci. Nejveétsim piinosem diaspory je zasilani finan¢nich

prostiedkli a materialni pomoci do Jemenu.

Diaspora ve Velké Britanii je nejednotna a konflikt ji velmi zaséhl. Zaroven je tam velka
komunita Jemenct volajicich po odtrZeni Jizniho Jemenu. Separatistické tendence navazuji
na sjednoceni zemé v roce 1990 a naslednou obcanskou valku v roce 1994, kdy byl Jizni
Jemen porazen. Nékteti Jemenci z byvalého Jizniho Jemenu dodnes vnimaji dnes$ni situaci
jako urcité pokracovani udalosti 90. let a s tim, Ze tehdy méli pravdu a ke sjednoceni nemélo

v prvni fad¢ nikdy dojit.

Dalsim faktorem, ktery negativné ovliviiuje jeji aktivity, je to, Ze nejvétsi diaspory se
nachdzi v zemich, které nejsou pln¢ demokratické a fadi se k autoritativnim statim. V téchto
statech ma tak omezené moznosti se sdruzovat. V nékterych statech Jemenci celi riznym
ptikofim a soustiedi se na kazdodenni problémy a na feSeni situace ve vlasti uZ nemaji
potfebnou energii a mentalni kapacitu. Ve Spojenych stitech americkych, které jsou
bezpochyby demokratickou zemi, negativné ovlivnil fungovani jemenské diaspory

tzv. ,,muslim ban®.

Za limit vyzkumu jde urcité pokladat maly vyzkumny vzorek. P&t z Sesti respondentl se
problematikou jemenské diaspory zabyva. V rdmci svych vyzkumu provadéji rozhovory se
¢leny diaspory. Zarovei se v rozhovorech objevily zajimavé informace, které nabizeji nova

témata k dal§imu zkoumani.
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Ptinos prace vidim v jeji aktudlnosti, konflikt v Jemenu se neustale vyviji a dnes$ni
situace mozna povede k ukonceni valky, k obnové valkou zni¢eného statu a ke zlepSeni
tragické humanitarni situace. Dal$Sim pfinosem je vyzkumu diaspory jako takové. Diaspory
jsou velmi zajimavy a specificky fenomén mezinarodnich vztahli, pofad nabizeji mnoho

témat k dalSimu zkouméni a rozhodné¢ si zaslouZzi vice prostoru ve védeckém diskurzu.

Dalsimi tématy, které se nabizi k podrobnéjSimu vyzkumu urcité patii zapojeni Zen do
aktivit diaspory, spoluprace diaspory a klanti v Jemenu, jejichz vliv se diky konfliktu zvysil.
Déle pak podle budouciho vyvoje situace v zemi také vliv diaspory na post-konfliktni

rekonstrukci a na budouci iIzemnimu uspotadani.

Zvladnou diaspory udrzet téma valku v Jemenu ve vefejném prostoru, alespon tak jako
dosud nebo se néco zméni, kdyz se cely Zapadni svét zabyva dénim na Ukrajiné? To je jedna

z otazek, ktera by si zaslouzila byt podrobena dal§imu vyzkumu.

Byla bych rada, kdyby moje prace aspon malym dilem ptispéla k tomu, ze valka v zemi

nebude jen tak zapomenuta.
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PRILOHY
Ptiloha ¢. 1 — rozhovor se Zuzanou Kovacikovou, rozhovor prob¢hl 17.12. 2021

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Dobry den, miizete se prosim na zacatek predstavit?
Kovacikova:

V sucasnosti pracujem na ministerstve obrany ako analytiCka pre bezpecnost.
Studovala som na Karlovej univerzite Arabistiku a na magisterskom stupni Bezpe€nostné

Studia. Pri §tudiu som sa zaoberala Blizkym vychodom.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Dé&kuji, na zacatek mam hodné obecny dotaz. Jsou podle Vas diaspory obecné

dilezitym aktérem v blizkovychodnich konfliktech?
Kovacikova:

Diaspory, pokial’ ich myslime v tom zmysle, Ze mame treba tu jemensku diasporu,
ktora Zije v okolnych Statoch v Saudskej Arabii a Egypte a podobne. Nie som si Uplne ista

tou odpoved'ou.

V sucasnej situdcii v Bielorusku vidime, ze migracia je vyuZivana ako zbran
hybridnej vojny. Vidime, Ze aj migracia méze mat’ do urcitej miery bezpec¢nostny charakter,

alebo moze sluzit’ ako dost’ podstatny aktér.

Pokial ja viem, tak kym ide napriklad o jemenské diaspory, dajme tomu v Saudske;j
Arabii alebo v Egypte, kde som sa aj s niekol’kymi Jemenci osobne stretla, tak nemam pocit,
Ze by tam boli nejakym vel'mi zdsadnym hra€om pri tychto konfliktoch. Myslim, Ze pokial’
ide napriklad o Egypt, tak tam to boli vlastne 'udia, ktori cely ¢as, celé svoje bytie, bojovali
s nejakym  typom  nepravosti, srasizmom, xenofébiou a  nedostatkom.

A mala som pocit, Ze im neostava energia na ni¢ iné.

Akoby v nejakom globalnom zmysle, preco nie? MozZe sa stat’, ze pokial’ tych I'udi je
uz prili§ vela, pokial ju velky natlak, pokial k tomu maji napriklad nejaké politické
nastroje, tak sa moze stat, Ze sa stant nejakym zasadnéjSim aktérom. Pokial’ ide napriklad

o Saudsku Arabiu, kde je Jemencov najviac, tak tam je situdcia taka, ze nie je mozné ziadat’
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o0 azyl, ani o nejaké legalne moznosti, ako sa tam prest'ahovat’ byt tam ako migrant. Z toho
dovodu tito l'udia, akondhle im bolo odobraté pracovné povolenie alebo stratili svojho
saudského sponzora, tak boli bez milosti deportovani naspat’ a tym sa to pre nich skoncilo.

Tolko k tejto otazke.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Mate pocit, Ze je jemenska diaspora v nécem specificka?
Kovacikova:

Ja si myslim, Ze pri tychto arabskych diasporach je kazdd niecim Specificka.
Napriklad libanonska, tam som tiez bola a mohla som s nimi hovorit. Libanonci su
celosvetovo zndmi, v ivodzovkach znami, vedia sa presadit’ v Europe alebo v USA. Lebo
vacSinou su naozaj vzdelani 'udia, ktori st taki, povedala by som, Ze sekularni, nie su taki
konzervativne arabski , ale su to l'udia, ktori sa vedia ve'mi dobre zaclenit’ a povedala by
som, Zze maju vel'mi dobré renomé. Vela Libanoncov su krestania, takze st nam kultirne
blizsie. Pokial’ ide o Syr€anov, tak oni st na tom dost’ podobne ako Libanonci, s to vel'mi
sekularni 'udia. Tym, Ze vzisli z rezimu BaSara Asada, ktory bol proponentom sekularizacie
a nepodporovania nabozenskych nalad. Takze st na tom podobne ako Libanonci. Viem, ze

v Ceskoslovensku ich vel'a §tudovalo a niektori tu zostali a preto tu maju vézby.

Pokial’ ide o Jemencov, tak tych som zazila v Egypte a mala som z nich pocit , Ze
tym, ze pochéadzaji z viac konzervativneho prostredia, tak boli viac konzervativni a tiez
vykonavali prace, ktoré boli menej lukrativne ako napriklad obsluhy v kaviariiach alebo
predavaci a podobne. To je dané aj tym, Ze nemajl vzdelavaci systém, ktory by im poméhal

sa uplatnit’, A u nich bolo eSte zaujimavé, Ze oni vel'mi drzali pospolu.

Co je teda samozrejmé u Syréanov alebo u inych diaspér, ale u nich to bolo $pecialne
v tom, Zze sa dali najst’ l'udia, ktori pochadzali z jedného mesta alebo povedali, Ze s
z jedného klanu. A to je také, Ze ten klan moéze mat’ niekol’ko stoviek alebo niekol’ko tisic
I'udi. Takze to boli také akoby velké celky a pripadali mi taki sudrzni. Podobne ako
u Syréanov utekali pred vojnou, pred nasilim. Castokrat to bola prave tato ich nejaka klanové
alebo rodinné vézba, ktord im vedela zabezpecit’ pracu, Zivobytie a podporu. Mali vlastné
Skoly, kam napriklad chodili ich deti. A tym, ze vlastne Staty, kde oni usli, kde existovali
tieto diaspory tak pre n¢ neexistovala Ziadna systematicka pomoc, tak vlastne boli odkazani

na neformalne sposoby vzajomnej pomoci.
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Podl'a mia je toto na Blizkom vychode vSade pritomné.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Co podle Vas zapfticinilo mobilizaci diaspory? Bylo to zahajeni vojenské operace,

vedené Saudskou Arabii nebo jiny moment?
Kovacikova:

Asi o tom neviem, alebo proste k nieComu takému viac-menej nedochédzalo. Zazila
som parkrat, ze trebars 'udia o tom vel’a rozpravali, Ze ked’ sa nieco stalo, Ze prebehol nejaky
utok alebo proste nejakéa taka vicsia zalezitost, tak sa to pretriasalo v komunite v zmysle, ze
muzi sa o tom rozpravali na kéve, ale po tyzdni to utichlo. Ale nezazila som nikdy, Ze nieco
sa stalo trebars nejaka proste udalost’ suvisiaca s tym konfliktom a teraz, Ze niekto by sa
zdvihol a Ze idem sa naspét’ sa vratit’ do Jemenu a idem proste nieco s tym urobit’ alebo tak.

Tak takej situacie som nebola svedkom nikdy, a to uz ¢i i§lo o Syréanov alebo o Jemencov.

Tak to boli vacsinou taki I'udia, Ze oni uz boli usadeni v niektorej krajine a tam uz
mali svoje Zivoty, kedy sa snaZili rieSit’ kazdodenné problémy a to ¢o sa dialo doma bolo
blizke a zaroven vzdialené, ze oni to stale prezivaji. Niektori z nich tam eSte mali svoje

rodiny, tym posielaju peniaze.

Pri Syréanov napriklad to bolo také, Ze vel'a z nich sa uz nemohlo vratit domov. Ze
aj keby chceli tak proste tym, aky tam bol rezim, tak oni sa uz nemohli vratit domov.
Pri Jemencoch som mala skor taky pocit, Ze to bolo tak, akoby existencna zalezitost’, Ze
nevedeli, co by doma robili a preo by sa mali do toho nejako zap4jat’. Proste si zili svojej

Zivoty.

Ale to je len taky dojem ako vy aj ja neviem, nemam to nejak akademicky

preskiimané. Ja iba hovorim z toho, ¢o som mala moznost’ vidiet'.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Spolupracuje diaspora s dalSimi aktéry napiiklad s nevladnimi organizacemi?
Kovacikova:
Myslim, Ze asi ano, ale tak, Ze to je ako tak prirodzené, vlastne asi pre akékol'vek

diaspory, kde 'udia utekaju pred nejakym konfliktom a myslim si, Ze tam sa to celkom to

dari.
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Rovnako tak si myslim, Ze tieto prace alebo nejakého zamestnania, ktoré suvisia
vlastne s humanitarnou pomocou, tak su celku prestizné. Ked’ mé niekto takéto zamestnanie
tak mé vlastne moznost’, ako pomdct svojej komunite a ochote urobit’ nieCo dobré a
zmysluplné. Len pre nich je to Castokrat pomerne mozno aj komplikované, alebo treba na to
vediet’ jazyk. Treba proste mat’ nejaké akademické kvalifikacie, neviem ako to nazvat’. Z
toho dovodu nie je vela a tych miest je samozrejme malo. ktoré malo byt nejakych profesi
alebo zamestnani, kde sa oni m6zu takto uplatnit. Tak proste tento sektor je vzdy na tom
podobne mam taky pocit. Ale myslim si, Ze 4no Ze proste ta snaha tam je a vzdy bola a je to
také prirodzené spojenectvo. Medzi tymito 'ud'mi a organizaciami, ktoré vlastne mdzu
nejakym sposobom upozornit’ na to, o sa im deje na tom proste na ich problémy, na to, ¢o

zazivaju. Myslim si, Ze to takto funguje.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Je diaspora aktivni v jednani s politiky jak v hostitelské zemi tak v Jemenu?
Kovacikova:

No pokial’ ide o politikov v Jemene tak tam, Uprimne, neviem odpoved’. Je to asi
také, ze mi z toho vyplyvalo, Ze asi sa o to samozrejme snazia. Moj nazor je ten, ze vlada
v Jemene je proste inStitucia, ktord neadresuje poziadavky svojich obCanov, nejde tam ani o
to, aby toto urobila, ich prioritou prezitia je nieco Uplne iné. Starat’ sa o vlastnych obcanov,

¢o je aj dovod preco ta vlada bola tolkokrat zvrhnuta, lebo ludia ju tam nechceli mat’.

Myslim si, ze tam o tom probléme samozrejme vedia, ale ¢i im samotnym zélezi

vObec na nejakom rieSeni, tak to je dost’ otazne, ako Ze tiito neviem.

A pokial’ ide trebars o nejaké vladu povedzme v tych krajinach kde su tie diaspory,
tak zase opakujem skusenost’ z Egypta, o ktorej som tam vtedy pocula. Ti l'udia sa snazili
neustdle upozoriiovat’ na seba a svoje problémy a to, comu celia, ale ten postoj Statnych
organov alebo institdcii bol taky, Ze im davali vel'mi zreteI'ne najavo, Ze st tam na obtaz.
Napriklad niekto chcel ist” pracovat, potreboval pracovné povolenie tak nejaktt podporu
dostal, ale tym, Ze funguje systémova korupcia, tak samozrejme uplacanie existovalo a
existuje na vSetkych trovniach. Je to také, Ze navonok samozrejme sa to prezentuje v
médiach napriklad, ze mame tu teda ute¢encov, ktori maju tieto problémy, chceme nejako

pomahat’, ale nemame peniaze, ani prostriedky, kapacity a tak d’ale;.
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Nejako sa to teda podarilo, ale realne si myslim, Ze tie rieSenia postavia maximalne
vo forme nejakych formalnych vyhlaseni. Pripadalo mi to tak, Ze skor sa im snazia hadzat’
polend pod nohy réznymi sposobmi, Ze ti 'udia tam nie st proste vitani ani prijati a
predovsetkym aj z toho dovodu, Ze napriklad Egypt ako krajina ma vel’ky problém sdm so

sebou, takZe nemaju kapacity na starostlivost’ o d’al§ich obyvatel'ov..

Takze je to také, ze navonok sa prezentuje nejaky obraz aby sa ziskali trebars aj
peniaze zo zahraniCia, ale potom uz v praxi je to také, ze ti l'udia st do vel’kej miery odkazani
sami na seba. Oni ziadnu pomoc ani necakaju a myslim si, ze vo vel'a arabskych krajinach,
kde ziju uteCenecké diaspory je situacia dost’ podobnd. Takze bolo to Castokrat strasne
smutné pocuvat’ tie pribehy, ze tym 'ud’om proste nikto nepomohol, ked’ boli na tom naozaj

vel'mi zle.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Jsou podle Vas za malou viditelnosti diaspory i vnitini konflikty, identitarni konflikty

mezi Jemenci z jihu a Jemenci ze severu?
Kovacikova:

AkoZe nad touto otazkou som sa viackrat zamyslala aj ja sama. Este v dobe, ked’
som pisala diplomov1 pracu. Ako ti l'udia spolu, vychadzajua, ¢i maja nejaké konflikty, alebo

ako to vobec funguje, lebo je zndme, Ze rozpory tam st.

Libanon je prikladom toho, kde I'udia sami povedia, Ze ja som toto alebo ono. Ja som
trebars krest’an alebo som $iita a s tymto ¢lovekom sa nebudem bavit,, pretoze on je sunnita
a nepaci sa mi to. Ked’ som vtedy c¢itala nejaku literatiiru na tito tému, tak som nadobudla
dojem, ze kym v Jemene nebol ten konflikt a nezacalo sa to celé sektarizovat’, ze sa zacali
vytahovat’ nabozenské identity, tak ti I'udia Zili spolu uplne v pohode. Videli, ze tento je

taky a tento je zase onaky, ale Ze by to viedlo k nasiliu, to si Gplne nemyslim.

rowr

Hutiové — jemenski §iti, oni boli odstivani dlhodobo na okraj, takZe mali pocit viny
z toho, Ze nemohli participovat’ na moci a nemohli pre svoju komunitu ni¢ urobit’, ¢ize
nemali politicki moc. A viem si predstavit,, Ze z tohto asi mohli vychadzat’ konflikty. Naozaj

mi to nepripadalo tak, ze ti l'udia by spolu Zili v nejakej extrémne alebo napitej atmosfére.

A ¢i to je takto vnutri diaspory, tak to naozaj neviem. Mozno 4no, ale pripadd mi

vel'mi, vel'mi odvazne sa k tomuto nejako vyjadrovat’, lebo to by boli iba dohady.
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Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Pro¢ se podle Vas diaspofe nedaii zviditeliovat nékteré problémy souvisejici
s konfliktem? Naptiklad zbran¢ dodané Saudské Arabii, nékterymi Clenskymi staity EU

zasahuji i civilni cile.
Kovacikova:

To podl'a mna vobec nie je vylucené, ze presne toto sa moze diat’. Saudska Arabia je

geopoliticky nas spriateleny §tat, tak Gplne kl'udne, akoby uz vlastne v zaciatkoch tej vojny.

Ked som v roku 2018 pisala svoju pracu, bolo pre mna tiez zarazajuce, ze ked’ som
napriklad hl'adala zdroje, ako vel'mi nejaky apologeticky ton sa proste pouzival, ked’ sa
hovorilo o tom, ze Saudskéd Arabia Gto¢i na Jemen a za akych dovodov to robi a tak sa tam

sa zdoraziiovalo vZdy to, Ze predsa utoc¢i na nés Iran, takze musime na to nejako reagovat’.

A vobec si nemyslim, Ze by bolo nejak vylucené, alebo Ze by bolo od veci rozmyslat’
nad tym, Ze o tom sa tu nehovori alebo to nie je tak vel'mi vidiet prave preto, lebo tam mame
nejaké naSe zaujmy, teraz myslim my ako Eurdpa a USA a Ze maju nejaké zaujmy, lebo to
samozrejme vyzera na tom dost’ zle. Ked’ sa snazime nejakym sposobom podporovat’ l'udské
prava vSade rozne na svete a potom pride tento konflikt a tvarime sa, ze sa vlastne ni¢ nedeje.

Nevyzera to vel'mi dobre. Ano, asi to moze byt’ aj v tomto, pre¢o nie?

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Nejvetsi jemenska diaspora je v Saudské Arabii, kterd je jednim z aktéra konfliktu.

M3 to podle Vas negativni dopad na aktivitu diaspory?
Kovédikova:

Tam to vychddza najskor asi tym spOosobom, Zze ona by zrejme aj chcela, ale
v Saudskej Arabii tak asi iplne nemdze, lebo s tym, ako tam funguje obcianska spolo¢nost,
teda skor nefunguje. Tak predpokladam, ze asi by pre nich bolo dost’ tazké sa organizovat’
do nejakych celkov a doZzadovat’ sa napriklad nejakych prav. V saudskom prostredi mi to
pripadé4 Gplne nerealizovatel'né. Ja som teda v Saudskej Arabii nikdy nebola, ale z toho ¢o
som mala moznost’ precitat’ o tamojSom zriadeni a politickom Zivote a o tom, ako to funguje,
tak mi pripada dost’ nepravdepodobné, Ze by sa na nejakej oficidlnejSie urovni tito l'udia

proste mali moznost’ sa zdruzovat’ a ¢okol'vek presadzovat. Tym, Ze oni su v situdcii, Ze
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vobec boli vpusteni do krajiny, ked’ zacal ten konflikt iba na milost’ saudského kral’a a vlady.
Ti im udelili tri pracovné povolenia s tym, ze oni su de facto odkézani na milost’ a nemilost’

tych l'udi, ktori ich zamestnavali.

V lete presiel v Saudskej Arabii zékon, podl'a ktorého maju saudski zamestnavatelia
zamestnavat’ prvom rade Saudov a az potom cudzincov. Tym vlastne Jemenci vel'mi utrpeli.
Takze vel'a z nich bolo prepustenych, museli sa vratit, boli deportovani a nikto sa s nimi
nerozpraval o tom, Ze ¢i je to humanne alebo nehumanne, ¢i im rozbombardovali domovy

naspit’ v Jemene.

Situdcia je taka, Ze ked’ niekto Zije v takychto podmienkach, tak asi robi ¢o sa da,
aby sa nikomu velmi nedostal na o¢i a nevzbudzoval nejakii negativhu pozornost.
Vychadzam z toho, ¢o som sa dozvedela v minulosti o tom, ako to funguje v Saudskej Arabii

a myslim si, Ze takto by to mohlo byt

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Situace s obCanskymi a lidskymi pravy v Saudské Arabii je komplikovana, ja jsem
spi§ méla na mysli to, Ze nektefi politicti predstavitelé Jemenu byli nebo jsou v Rijadu

v exilu.
Kovadikova:

Rozumiem, kam to bolo smerované. Myslim si, Ze ked ked’Zze tam ten prezident
formalne je, tak tam mozu prebiehat’ nejaké stretnutia, jednania, proste nejaka snaha. Ale
ako ste uz spominala, treba priniest’ do pozornosti to, Ze ¢im tito l'udia trpia a aké st ich
problémy. Z mdjho pohl'adu je ten jemensky prezident v situdcii, kedy sdm bojuje o prezitie
a tym, Ze je v exile a jeho realna moc v Jemene ako takom je vel'mi limitovand. Nemyslim

si, Ze by jeho vyjednévacia pozicia v comkol'vek bola nejak silna.

To by asi som povazovala za odpoved’ na ti otdzku. Pri tychto exilovych vladach je

to vzdy také na uvazenie.

Lucie dos Santosovéa da Silva:

Rozumim a d€kuji za odpoveéd’. Myslite, Ze je do budoucna mozné ocekavat néjaké

vétsi zmeény tykajici se zvyseni vlivu na konflikt v zemi?

Kovacikova:
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To je tazké, ale to st vSetky otazky orientované na odhad buducnosti. Pokial’ by
nastala situdcia, ze by sa to celé viac zviditel'nilo, ako ten konflikt, tak to, ¢im Jemen trpi,
mozno v takom pripade ano, ale inak neviem. Je to presne o tom, ako ste uz spominala, ze
tym, ze vlastne Syrski utecenci a konflikt v Syrii je tak viditeI'ny, tak tam sa mozno da bavit’
o nejakom nejakej silnejSej pozicii. Ale pri Jemene neviem. Pripad4 mi, Ze ten konflikt je
dlhodobo zabudnuty a odsunuty uplne na samy okraj. Tym, Ze nie je tak vel'mi viditelny,
tak to sa presne odrdza na beznych I'ud’och, ktori v jej dosledku museli niekam odist. A
myslim si, Ze z toho dovodu, pokial’ by sa toto vnimanie nezmenilo, tak sa asi nezmeni ni¢

ani v komunitach.

Pripadne sa faktorom zmeny moéze stat’ rapidna zmena situacie priamo v Jemene.,
Napriklad rieSenie konfliktu alebo vicsia stabilita, co by mohlo mat’ ten dosledok, Ze l'udia
sa za¢nu vracat domov, lebo proste budu sa citit' bezpeéne. Uz budu vediet’, ze ziju v
stabilnom Sstate, kde budi mat’ zabezpecené zakladné veci a zakladné sluzby. V takom
pripade by tam mozno mohol nastat’ nejaky vacsi pohyb, ale pokial’ to bude stale takyto
zamrznuty konflikt, kde sa vlastne uz niekol’ko rokov de facto ni¢ vel'mi nehybe, tak nevidim

priestor pre zmenu. Ale to st len subjektivne odhady.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Dé&kuji Vam za Vs ¢as a za rozhovor.
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Ptiloha ¢. 2 — Rozhovor s Marwou Baabbad, probéhl 23. 12. 2021

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Hello, can you introduce yourself please?

Marwa Baabbad:

Sure, I am Marwa Baabbad. I'm currently an associate fellow in LSE. I'm a Yemeni

living in London.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Thank you for your answer, could you tell me more about the British-Yemeni Society

you are part of?

Marwa Baabbad:

The British-Yemeni Society it’s an organisation focusing on British-Yemeni
friendship and connections. It is apolitical, so it doesn't engage in politics as a society, but it

does host like talks and conversations about Yemen.

It also engages with scholars, activists and people working on Yemen in general in
all subjects. So, basically to try and highlight different issues and show their knowledge and
bring expertise to the table and help people understand more about Yemen, the culture, the
music, the history, as well as the politics, but without being political, if that makes sense.
The society also has a newsletter that goes out, which then involves publications and
highlights important things that are happening during the period of newsletter. We also help,
we have small funds that goes to supporting organisations inside Yemen. So, for example
to you buy hospital equipment, to rebuild things and so on. So, like small projects here and
there, it's not huge funds. That's also part of what the organisation tries to do is like help as

much as possible.

So yeabh, it's more of British Yemenis and Yemenis and Britain. They come together

and talk about Yemen and keep Yemen in minds of everyone.

Lucie dos Santosové da Silva:

Do you think diasporas are generally important or influential actors in the Middle

East’s conflicts?
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Marwa Baabbad:

Well, I think they do play a huge role in general. I can speak for Syria, Yemen, and
Libya more specifically because I have ton of direct knowledge on those areas. So yes, in
general they do. Yemeni diaspora has been playing a huge role in responding to issues
resulted by the conflict, but also in advocating for Yemen, and I think that's the same for

Syria and Libya at the moment.
The short answer to your question is yes, they are influential.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

What do you think led to the mobilisation of the Yemeni diaspora in United
Kingdom?

Marwa Baabbad:

I think the mobilization is positive in a lot of senses. Especially at the beginning of
the conflict and as the humanitarian situation was deteriorating across the country, the
diaspora has played a huge role in sending support and sending money into the country.
That's really helping the Yemeni economy in general. But also, there's lots of aid delivery
happening from Yemenis organised through the diaspora. We've seen starting off multiple
NGOs that works on Yemen but are based outside the country. They are trying to deliver
support and work on more kind of a long-term sustainable way for the country. But we're
also seeing political involvement, advocacy work is happening in Washington DC, London,

Brussels, and across the EU.

They are playing a huge role and they are also at the economic level, humanitarian
level, but also politically. That is obviously not the only role diaspora plays because there
are also negatives around. There are persons that are playing towards mobilising for the
conflict and are benefiting from the war economy. Depending on where you stand on the
conflict you will have those who are also advocating for more aggressive approach towards
things, but I think the positive role can overshadow all the negatives and there's certain

expand.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

In your opinion what are the main divisions inside the Yemeni diaspora in UK?
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Marwa Baabbad:

There are differences in how people see things and where they stand. So, as a like a
natural result you will have people with different opinions, but that is not necessarily a cause

of clash within the diaspora community.

I think Yemenis in general and in social life they engage despite where they are from
and where they stand politically, but again when politics comes that is where people divide
and like stand in difference. There are differences, but that is not necessarily a bad thing.

That is a natural thing. In any community it's not as homogeneous as we would like to think.

I think probably most Yemenis inside and outside the country, including diaspora,
would want to see peace and prosperity for Yemen. I think that's something everyone can
agree on. But I think you can't really say that there is a diaspora goal except just wanting

peace and prosperity.

Yemeni diaspora is very diverse, right? Yemen has come through the South, North
conflict. Yemen was unified in 1990 and then there was a civil war in 1994 between South
and North. There were calls for separation from the Southerners who felt that the unification
wasn't fair. If you look at the Yemeni map then all the natural resources, the major reserves
and higher education and everything was in the South, while the North still do not have
resources. But then after unification the capital was in the North. Then everything became

kind of Sanaa centric.”

So, there was abuse of resources and so on. Southerners felt, or at least the
government who actually signed the unification agreement felt that it was not a fair or a win-
win situation. They felt that they lost a lot of their resources and a lot of control, so there
were calls for separation and then a civil war. The northern government won and then life

continued.

But in 2007 there was a kind of the height of separation movement and calls for
secession, but it was peaceful. However, in 2015, when the Houthis attacked Aden and
attacked everywhere across the country. Basically, things escalated and there was more kind
of armed proliferation and that is now leading to the southern movement and the secession
is becoming stronger and stronger in terms of what people are wanting. I don't know if that's

clear. I'm just trying to summarise the situation.

46



This is very important from the diaspora point of view, because for example in the
UK, there is a huge separation kind of sentiment within Southern diaspora. They are very
supportive of that. They hold like lots of events here and try and engage with different actors
and so on. In London in Washington DC has the Southern Transitional Council, its offices.

STC is the separatist movement kind of a body.

So, I think you should look into that a little bit. I don't know how much time you
have in your research, but that's like an important angle to the Yemeni diaspora. There you
can see the goal of the diaspora, who are pro separation, they would support the Southern
Transitional Council and the secession movement. While those who are thrown unification,

will be like no we have to remain as one country and so on.
I think this is a very important element of Yemeni diaspora.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Thank you for pointing that out. So, my next question is, does diaspora cooperate

with other actors, e.g., nongovernmental organisation?

Marwa Baabbad:

As I mentioned earlier, some members of the diaspora have formed non-profit
organisation themselves and support Yemen in its humanitarian situation. There are also
diaspora organisation working on human rights and there are also organisations working on
women and advancing women participation in the dialogue. They are making sure that they

have a seat at the table and so on.

Actually, the Yemeni diaspora is playing a huge role in terms of advocacy and
engagement with both international organisations also government institutions across
Europe and the States. Obviously, it’s less in the Gulf countries, like in Saudi or in UAE but
they also engage basically with everyone, with think tanks and they publish, and they work.

If you look into who is more vocal from the Yemenis on for example Twitter or
whatever. You will see that there is a lot of people who are actually not based in Yemen,
because that's another element, right? The safety and security because the diaspora is safe
and not necessarily vulnerable to either of the parties, they can be more outspoken, they can
express things and they can share information sent to them by local. While the local would

find it dangerous to share it sometimes, right?
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So, they are very actually active and engaging. We'd like to see more of that but there
is. There is quite good level of engagement from the Yemeni diaspora in the States and in

UK and Europe in general.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

OK, thank you. So, diaspora is active in engaging women in negotiations.

Marwa Baabbad:

I'm saying there are diaspora-based non-governmental organisations that were
formed by people within the diaspora community to do this? Yes, they are but through like

structural form through specific groups, not necessarily everyone.

Lucie dos Santosovéa da Silva:

Is diaspora active in negotiation and cooperation with politicians in the United

Kingdom?

Marwa Baabbad:

There are some members of the diaspora engaged on the issue of Yemen. For
example, in the UK you have within the Labour Party, they have created you know Labour

friends of Yemen.

So, it's both you know, members of the Labour Party who are British and also British
Yemenis. So, they would work with their MP's and with within their party to advocate for
Yemen to be taken more seriously by the government and for the issues to be raised in the
Parliament. For example, during discussions in all parliamentary group on Yemen. But they
do a lot of engagement with the diaspora as well politicians who are working on issues

related to Yemen within government.

Yes, these kinds of things exist within diaspora communities. But again, it's not

necessarily the whole diaspora, it is just members of the diaspora doing these things.

Lucie dos Santosové da Silva:

OK, and is the diaspora active in negotiation in cooperation with politicians in

Yemen?
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Marwa Baabbad:

You can say there are people who are, because they still have connection to the
process and certain parties. But they have left the country because a lot of Yemenis are now
exiled, right? So, there are people who are still engaged within the politics and the
internationally recognised government. Lot of government members are not based in Yemen

anyway. Some of them are in Riyadh and other places.

There are no official negotiations that happens with diaspora officially engaging in
this conversation, right? So, there are people who are engaged with those politicians but not

necessarily in an official way. Those who are engaging in this live outside the country.

Lucie dos Santosovéa da Silva:

How do you think diaspora could increase its efficiency?

Marwa Baabbad:

That's a good question, I think there needs to be more conversation within the
diaspora community itself, to bring thoughts and efforts together. It would be good to see
more cooperation between the diaspora groups and organisations working in different
countries to share lessons learned and to engage the community in a more of an active way
to help. I think that would be really useful, especially from a humanitarian point of view.

There are efforts happening, but it's like scattered.

So, try and bring it together would be really good, but I don't know to what extent
that is realistic to expect of people. I think talking more and bringing diaspora voices to a
collective would be useful. At least those who like stand on the same side together would be

helpful.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Do you think that the activity of diaspora has any significant effect on the situation

in Yemen?

Marwa Baabbad:

Remittances so the money that diaspora send to Yemen to their families and friends
has a significant effect in in terms of the economy and humanitarian situation. I don't

remember the exact percentage, but it is a high percentage of what Yemenis get lately. Many
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people are not receiving salaries and have not been receiving their salaries from government
institutions since the beginning of conflict, lot of people lost their jobs and also there is a

high level of inflations.

So, this kind of money and the support does make a huge difference inside the
country in keeping the economy afloat and keeping the families fed, you know bringing food

to the tables.

So, in that sense I would say yes in a huge way. But also, I wouldn't say significant
because if you compare it to NGOs or what governments can bring, it is insignificant, but
from how the diaspora mobilise. I think yes, there is a good effort to try and bring in a
positive role, but I think the significance of it is yet to be studied and highlighted. However,
the financial part is very obvious, and it is well documented because of the transactions and

banking that happens as a result.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

My last question is, should the diaspora play part in the post-conflict reconstruction

of the country?

Marwa Baabbad:

Yes, those who are relevant can be involved. I think they will be because I don't think
it's a choice. Yemen will need to be rebuilt and the government doesn't have enough
resources to do that. No matter how much we get funding from outside resources, everyone
will need to ship in. That already has happened. For example, in areas where Houthis
attacked and were then pushed out, like Aden. You will find that a lot of families were able
to rebuild their homes or fix some of the damages that happened as a result of conflict. They
could do that through funding that came from their diaspora families or diaspora community
fund raising in general. So, it is kind of happening already. I expect it will still continue to
happen, because Yemen needs that, and the diaspora feels a sense of obligation towards it.
But the size of it will depend on when that happened and the world economy would affect

that as well, because a lot is changing for everyone.

I think they should be part of it and they I think they will be part of it.
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Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Thank you very much for your time.
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Ptiloha ¢. 3 — rozhovor se Sabinou Addailamy, tento rozhovor byl pouze pisemny, 24. 3.
2022

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Miizete prosim piedstavit svoji organizaci Pomitizu jak mtzu?

Sabina Addailamy:

Organizace PJM vznikla pravé pro Jemen, asponn zatim. Spojila jsem se svoji
kamaradkou Radkou, ktera diive pracovala pro OSN v Jemenu. Jemen si zamilovala a chtéla
zemi pomoci. Na zacatku jsme rozdavaly potravinové balicky rodindm v nouzi v mém
sousedstvi. Nejvetsim problémem byl hlad, a tak jsme premyslely, co dal a rozhodly jsme se

oteviit Kuchyil. Ta funguje od podzimu 2019.

Do projektu se zapojily dalsi kamaradky a spole¢né jsme zalozily PJM. Nase kuchyn
denn¢ vydava teplé jidlo 170 lidem v nouzi. Holky se staraji o veskerou praci a ja s rodinnou

tidime chod kuchyné. Do budoucna bychom chtéli pomahat déle i1 jinymi projekty.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Jaka je v soucasnosti humanitarni situace v Jemenu?

Sabina Addailamy:

Nejhorsi od druhé svétové valky. Vice nez polovina obyvatel Jemenu je na pokraji
hladomoru (kolem 24 miliont lidi, z toho je 13 miliond déti), 11 000 déti pfislo o Zivot od

zacatku valky, 2 miliony déti trpi podvyzivou.

V médiich se piSe, Ze Saudsko-emiratska koalice zasahuje pouze vojenské zakladny, to
ale neni pravda, zasaZeny jsou i nemocnice, Skoly, letis§te, pfistavy, tovarny, silnice, mosty,
historické pamatky, vodarny, elektrarny, telefonni centraly, a hlavné domy civilistd.
Tim padem vice neZ polovina nemocnic neni funkéni a t€ém které funguji chybi zékladni
vybaveni. Pfes 2 miliony déti jsou bez vzdélani, bud’ si ho nemtZou dovolit nebo byly jejich

Skoly zni¢eny. Dlichodcim a statnim zaméstnancim nedostavaji pies 5 let dichody a platy.

V soucasné situaci musi Jemen dovdzet benzin (i kdyZ ma vlastni), protoze se
zpracovava na Jihu. Jih je ted’ pod okupaci Saudské Arabie a Spojenych arabskych emirati.
Lodé¢ s dovazenym benzinem se neustdle blokuji, a to zpusobuje nedostatek a také

prerusované dodavky elektiiny. Elektrarny byly zni¢eny na zacatku valky a elektfina je nyni
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zajisStovana soukromymi podnikateli, kteti si pofidili velké generatory a zdsobuji svoje
¢tvrti. Samoziejme za mnohem vyssi ceny, které jesté stoupaji, kvili vypadkiim dodavek
benzinu. Také se pouziva solarni energie, ale tu si nemtize dovolit kazdy. Hodn¢ lidi muselo
odejit ze svych mést, ktera byla rozbombardovana a presunuli se do hlavniho mésta Sana,

kde je snazsi najit pomoc.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

ey

Je podle Vas diaspora (Jemenci, ktefi ziji v zahrani¢i) aktivni?

Sabina Addailamy:

Podle mého nazoru je diaspora aktivni. Urcité se nejvice zamétuje na kulturni akce a
udrZeni jemenské kultury v zahrani¢i. Myslim si, Ze Jemenci, at’ uz ziji kdekoliv v zahrani¢i,
vzdycky ziji podle svych zvykl a snazi se neménit vic, nez je potieba, napt. zafizeni bytu,
jemenské jidlo, na které byli zvykli, zptisob oblékani a dalsi zvyky. Mladsi generace uz je

moznd jina, ale ja mluvim o tom, co jsem vidéla at’ uz v CR nebo ve Velké Britanii.

Diaspora potada casté demonstrace proti valce v Jemenu, zapojuje se v médiich a porada
akce, aby informovala vetejnost o déni v Jemenu. Obzvlasté v prvnich 2-3 letech se o valce

v Jemenu nikde nepsalo.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Komunikuje a spolupracuje diaspora s jemenskymi politiky a s politiky zdpadnich zemi?

Sabina Addailamy:

O tom moc informaci bohuzel nemam. Ur¢ité n¢jaké pokusy byly, ale myslim, Ze Casem
se snizilo nadSeni a vile. Je opravdu smutné vidét, jak je cely svét slepy k tomu, co se d&je

uz 7 let v Jemenu, omezovani lidskych prav, vale¢né zloCiny, a hlavné trpici déti.

Lucie dos Santosovéa da Silva:

Spolupracuje diaspora s dal§imi aktéry napt. nevladni organizacemi?

Sabina Addailamy:

vvvvvv

Casto zalozenych prave jen pro Jemen. Pofadaji vefejné sbirky na urcité projekty nebo na

pomoc ur¢itym oblastem. Hlavné ale vSichni podporuji své rodiny v Jemenu. Musim, ale
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podotknout, ze Saudsko-emiratskd koalice, a nejenom oni, nastavily slozité podminky a

prekazky pro jakékoliv prevody penéz, jak ptes banky, tak i urady.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Jsou podle Vas Jemenci, kteii se organizuji v zahrani¢i (zejména ve Velké Britanii)

jednotni?

Sabina Addailamy:

Je to hodné t&€zké posoudit, ale bud’ jsou proti Saudsko-emiratské koalici nebo proti
Hutiim nebo proti obéma. Myslim, Ze vétSina se ale shodne na tom, ze vélka a utrpeni musi
okamzité skoncit. Jakékoliv vnitini konflikty si vyfesi samy. Jemenci si zase chtéji sami

rozhodovat o své zemi, bez natlaku cizi zeme.

Podle mého nazoru vSichni jednotni nejsou. Zalezi hodné na generaci, jestli do zahranici
odesli jesté v dobe, kdy byl Jemen rozdéleny nebo mladsi generace studentd v zahranici.

Zalezi na jejich politickych nazorech a z jakého regionii pochézi.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Myslite si, Ze aktivity diaspory maji na situaci v Jemenu néjaky vyraznéjsi vliv?

Sabina Addailamy:

Myslim si, Zze kromé toho, Ze se lidé ve svété¢ velmi pomalu, ale prece dozvidaji o
zloCinech a nespravedlnosti v Jemenu, diaspora Zadny vliv nema. S kazdym dal§im rokem,
co trva konflikt a cela situace se zhorSuje Jemenci ztraci nadéji, ze valka viibec nékdy skonci

a bude Iépe.
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Ptiloha ¢. 4 — rozhovor s Al-Majali Solenn, rozhovor prob¢hl 26. 3. 2022

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Can you please introduce yourself?

Al-Majali Solenn

Yes, I'm a PhD student of anthropology and I am currently doing research on Somali
and Yemeni refugees in Jordan, and I am focusing on the processes of exclusions from the
host country of Jordan. I'm also looking at their daily social abilities with the host Jordan
community and their daily social abilities with each other. What are the cultural dynamics
the ethnic dynamics etc. I’'m not really, focusing on Yemeni political elites in Jordan, but
for my research it was also necessary to look in a broader vision in the different actors of the

diaspora.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

So, my first question is, do you think the diasporas are generally significant or

influential actors in the Middle East?

Al-Majali Solenn:

Yes,  mean the Arab diaspora have always played a big role in different perspective,
in terms of financial remittances back to their communities in the countries of origin, but

also regarding social dynamics, political perspective and cultural dynamics.

If we look at the different diasporas of Middle East, we can say that they maybe have
a bigger role than the communities in the country of origin. If we look for example at the
Lebanese diaspora, the Palestinian diaspora but even the Yemeni diaspora. They have always
played a big role of in terms of giving back to the community of the country of origin or also

by transforming the social norm, the social relations of the people back in the country.

For the case of Yemenis since the 19th century Yemenis abroad have always played
a big role in the different political transformation of Yemen. If we talk about the diaspora,
the Yemeni diaspora in East Africa, in East Asia, in the Gulf countries, in England and in
the USA, they have always played a big role in in political transformation. If we look also
on the Yemenis in in Egypt, they were part of the revolution they contribute to the

transformation of the political system in North Yemen.
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Starting the British colonisation of Aden in South Yemen, the Yemenis who were in
the UK at that time, they also played a big role during the fall of the British colony in Aden,

South Yemen, you know?

And if we look at the case for example of the Yemenis in East Africa. Yemen had
the strong link with East Africa. If we focus on return of the Yemenis to South Yemen in the
90s, when war started. In East Africa, they also they contributed to social reconfiguration of

the Yemeni society and social norms also creating identity for these migrants.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

And in the protest during the Arab Spring?

Al-Majali Solenn

During the Arab Spring the diaspora played really big role in mobilising the citizens

of their country against different regimes.

Two weeks ago, I was talking to the representative of the Yemeni community in the
US, he was born in Yemen, but he travelled at very young age to the US. He told me that at
this moment he really felt that the Yemenis abroad, the Yemeni diaspora was really unified.
Try to bring new dynamics during this time. This is a very important time for Yemenis. In

2011, 2012 they played really big role in mobilising their citizens there and in the country.

For Yemenis abroad it was possibility to contribute to the movement of the Arab

Spring. I mean, not so much in the Arab countries because of the lack of free speech in

different kinds.

Lucie dos Santosové da Silva:

Thank you for your answer. Last week marked seven years since the International
Coalition's involvement in the conflict. Are you observing any chances within the diaspora

since then?

Al-Majali Solenn:

It depends on the on which communities abroad you speak about, because when we
talk about diaspora especially about the Yemeni diaspora, it's not a unified diaspora. It's not

one community. So that's why, we have different policies of the host countries.
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For example, I'm focusing on Yemenis in Jordan and since the intervention of Saudi
Arabia the Yemenis were not as free as before to talk about the conflict on social media as
Facebook and Twitter. They were not as free as before because when you have a big power,

powerful country as Saudi Arabia taking part of the conflict.

We see a big transformation of the mobilization of the Yemenis abroad. Especially
in Jordan, because Jordan was also taking part of the coalition beside the Saudi Arabia.
I think it can be symbolic moment of the mobilisation of diaspora, reducing the possibilities

of mobilisation of Yemenis abroad, but it maybe it's not really the case.

For example, Yemenis in the US have space of freedom and even when Saudi Arabia
took part in the intervention in April 2015. I mean it really depends on the policies of the

host countries and their possibilities of free speech.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

I am focusing on Yemeni diaspora in Great Britain. Does the diaspora cooperate with

other actors e.g., non-governmental organisations?

Al-Majali Solenn:

Of course, at the beginning of the conflict Yemenis quickly took part in humanitarian
services, humanitarian initiatives. I mean in local and international NGO's initiatives. It's
totally the case for Yemeni diaspora. We have countries like Jordan where we can find many

NGOs since the Syrian crisis, but also, the Yemeni crisis.

So, this was space for the Yemeni diaspora to work abroad but also to participate in
the resolution of the of the conflict. Hereby members of very many committees, journalist,
activists and a lot of women starting to work in NGOs, civic organisations to contribute also
to the political party participation of women back in Yemen. There were also cases of
Yemeni migrants and refugees, but for them, the diaspora is still not really active. They are

more likely to work for resolution of the conflict.

Lucie dos Santosovéa da Silva:

Is the diaspora active in negotiating with politicians in Yemen or with these in exile?

For example, Yemeni president Hadi is in Riyadh.
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Al-Majali Solenn:

As you said, the President of the international recognised government is still in
Riyadh in Saudi Arabia. Since the Yemeni political actors are abroad, it means that the space
political negotiation is open for Yemenis outside the country. Now most of the political
negotiations are held outside Yemen. As you said in Saudi Arabia, but also in Jordan,
Amman, there were many meetings. Negotiation between Houthis actors and the

international recognised government of Yemen, but also members of big tribes in Yemen.

Also, when you look at the new destination of Yemenis exile countries, we have now
new places also of the Yemeni diaspora such as Turkey. Turkey is now the main country

hosting the members of the Yemeni Islah party.

The conflict also created new spaces of political negotiation between the different
actors of the conflict. We don't have one actor; we have several different actors with

different visions.

So, if we look at the geography of the Yemeni conflict, we have now different
countries with unified political actors depending of course on the policies of the host
countries. But if we look at the Yemenis in Turkey, because of the political environment in

Turkey. It was easier for members of the Islah party to travel to Turkey.

For members of the GPC party, it was easier to travel in Egypt because of the old
links between North Yemen and Egypt. It is a familiar destination for them, Yemenis were
always travelling to Egypt or even also to Jordan for medical treatment, but also political

meetings.

So, we have a new exile destination for political mobilisation, but also old countries

that used to have historical relations with Yemen.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Is the diaspora active in negotiating with politician in the host country? Do you know

something about the negotiation between diaspora and British politicians?

Al-Majali Solenn

As I said before, it really depends on the host country that you are looking at. Because

they don’t have the same space of free speech and the same space of political activities.
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For example, in Jordan, it's really difficult for the Yemenis to even if they are being more
active. Jordan is also a country that is always a bit between peace and war. So, they don't

have the same freedom such as the Yemenis in the US or the UK.

Regarding your question, with the British Government. Actually, this morning I was
reading a thesis of a student of a PhD student who wrote his thesis on the on the Yemeni
diaspora in the UK. So, if you want, I can put you in contact with him if you are interested.

Yeah, maybe it will be useful for you.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Thank you, that would be helpful. Do you think the diaspora is capable of influencing

Yemeni politicians?

Al-Majali Solenn:

I think again it depends if we're talking about the political elites or the citizens
themselves or the migrants. The Yemeni society is really divided society, with elites and
single men workers. For example, in Saudi Arabia we have maybe 2 million of Yemenis,
single men workers, so of course in their case they don't have any possibility of influencing
the result of the Saudi intervention in Yemen. But if we are looking at the political elites

there is a space for negotiation with the external countries.

It also depends on their political affiliations and their governorate of origins. I mean
if you are a Yemeni from North Yemen let’s say from Sada, so from Houthi controlled area,

it may be more difficult for Yemeni politician to have negotiation with Saudi Arabia.
So, for this question I don't have a clear answer.

Lucie dos Santosovéa da Silva:

In your opinion is the diaspora cohesive?

Al-Majali Solenn:

We cannot say that the Yemeni diaspora is unified.

Firstly, because of the different policies of the host countries and because with the
different historical links between the host country and Yemen. So, it doesn't create the same

communities, the same dynamics in the communities.
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We observe strong divisions between Yemenis, regarding the divisions between
North Yemen and South Yemen. We have clear division between these two parts of the
country. We also have a strong political division because of the different political opinions
of the Yemenis. We cannot say that there is one Yemeni community in the UK or one

Yemeni community in the US.

For example, in your thesis you can say that we can see that the diaspora is not unified
because of the different host countries, destination, host countries policies. But also, within
the countries there are always different groups of Yemenis trying to define themselves in a
different way, because of different political affiliation, because of a coming from specific

governate in Yemen.

I want to say that it's important to look to very precisely to these different political
division or regional division, but also rational divisions. We also have Yemenis with Jordan
background, with Somali background so there are lot of divisions and fractions among the

Yemeni community itself and in the different countries.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

My last question is do you think that the activity of the diaspora has any significant

effect on the situation on the conflict?

Al-Majali Solenn:

I'm not sure how we can answer this question. We have two dimensions or two
perspectives. We have the one looking at the humanitarian initiative of the diaspora, and it
must be an unpolitical or distanced from the political perspective. In fact, humanitarian
activities and political activities are in the Yemeni conflict very related. They are very related

notions.

I mean now the political spaces of the diaspora have more effect to push the actors
to contribute to the resolution of the of conflict. But again, it really depends on which country

are we focusing on.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Thank you very much for you time and the contacts on other researchers.
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Ptiloha €. 5 — rozhovor s Mohammedem Sharqawi, probéhnul 7. 4. 2022

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Hello, can you please introduce yourself?

Mohammed Shargawi:

My name is Mohammed Sharqawi. I have a PhD in sociology. I made research on
the Yemeni community in England. I worked on their political engagement towards Yemen
and the concept of community, how they build their own community on which basis and so

on.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Do you think diasporas are generally significant or influential actors in the Middle

East conflicts?

Mohammed Shargawi:

I don't think so. They tried to get involved, but they had a hard time following what

is going on inside their country.

For example, Yemenis have been following from exile the chaos and the conflict in
their home country. What happened in Yemen had very bad impact on the community in
England itself. You had different political tendencies and longings. Mainly there are regional
belongings and political tendencies were the same. The idea that I had when I graduated
was that the community was unified, but when the conflict started, I realized that it was not

as unified as I imagined. They started to split.

So, the conflict not only affects Yemen but also import the conflict to England, but
of course, it was not as chaotic as it was in Yemen. [ am saying this because they still see
each other, most of them live in the same areas, some of them are married to Southerners or

married to Northerners and so on.

I also have to say that in England you will not find Houthis or sympathizers with the
Houthis as you can find to either in Yemen or other countries. I met some of them, but it was

a tiny minority. They weren't Houthis but they were sympathizers and defenders.
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Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

What do you think are the main divisions within the Yemeni diaspora in Great

Britain?

Mohammed Shargawi:

So, I mentioned the regional divisions Northerner - Southerner. These are the two
main blocks that's in the diaspora. Politically most of them are still impacted by the Civil
War in 1994. In my opinion the biggest part of the conflict in England is that they have not
settled this conflict in their minds, and this is mainly what is still impacting them today. The
conflict from 2015 until nowadays it's in continuity with what happened in 1994. And the
new conflict was an occasion for them to remind their communities, their people what
happened in 1994. That they were right in 1990 and 1994. I mean 1990 because some of
them in my interviews said that they didn't want the unity with the North, but the political
regime that was in the South didn't listen and they maintained unity with the North. In 1994
they were also right and fought for their independence. The Southerners for example, joined

the Southerner associations which are based in England.

So, 2015 was also an occasion for them to say: See back days we were right. So, the

main division is North — South.

Within the South you have some socialists because the political cadres had flown to
England as refugees. They were involved politically in Yemen within the Socialist Party.
Some of those socialists said that they didn't want to be socialist anymore. That they want
the independence of the southern part of Yemen and to get back to the frontiers of 1990.
In the northern part you have a little minority, which agrees with the Houthis and what they

have been doing in Yemen since 2015.

The Northerners weren't as politicized as the Southerners and I could understand it,
because the Southerners in their interviews they used to get back to the political conflicts
that happened in Yemen and 90s and the war in 1994. The construction of their narrative

was mainly based on these important events.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Yemenis are the longest established Muslim community in UK. Is it advantage for

the diasporic activities?
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Mohammed Shargawi:

Not really, some of them know the story of their immigration to England and they
are proud of it. It doesn't really have an impact on their activities or the size of the
community, on the money that they can get to make things happening in their community or

in their associations. So no, it doesn't have an impact.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Can you tell me more about the mobilization of the diaspora?

Mohammed Shargawi:

Their mobilization had two phases. In their mobilizations from 2010 until 2014 you
can find many young people from the Yemeni community trying to get involved in the affairs
regarding development and poverty in Yemen. They were really trying to do something for

their home country.

In 2011, the year of Yemen Revolution, suddenly Yemenis in England started to
rebuild their links with the home country and the best way to rebuild those links was to start
an  association and to try to do something for their country.
So, some of them were gathering food relieve send it back home. Others were trying to
follow and relay the information what's going on in Yemen within the Yemeni community
in England on Facebook. They gathered together and talked about what's going on in
Yemen, and so on. That was the period from 2010 to 2015.

When the war started or maybe a year or two years before the war, you had the
National Dialogue in Yemen. The thing was to find a successor to the following regime of
Saleh and many Yemeni parties, and the young movements took part in this dialogue, trying
to find an outcome for this. But Houthis were not part of this dialogue, and they rejected it.
So, they started to work to get mobilized and walk towards the capital to take control of the
Sanaa, the capital city. Starting from this event you started to see within the Yemeni diaspora

in England political divisions.

We start seeing the reaction of the neighbouring countries such as Saudi Arabia and
the Emirates. The war started. You could find some of the Yemenis that I interviewed didn't

want to get to Saudi Arabia mad, Yemen should keep their good relations with its
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neighbours. Others were saying that no, the aggression came from them, and we are Yemenis

leave us alone.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Is the diaspora active in negotiation with the politician in Yemen or in the United

Kingdom?

Mohammed Shargawi:

I don't know, but I can say that in my field work I kept following some of the most
active ones. One of them was spokesman of the Anshar Allah in England, based in Sheffield.
He has a Twitter account; Facebook account and you can see him every now and then on
Almasirah the Houthis TV or on Arabic channels. He was presenting this party, or this
tendency. Another one who claimed that he was the spokesman of the Southerners, who want

secession from Yemen. So, these two men are based in England actually.

When I started my interviews, I also met with one man who was the former minister
in southwest region. When he arrived in England in 2014, he claimed on the BBC channel
that he withdrew from the government, and he wanted to join the opposition and so on. And
today he is still a minister. He had two different ministries in Hadis government and it's still
active as part of the government. I can't say if he is still living in England or joining his

government in Saudi Arabia, because he cannot enter Yemen.
So, these are the main figures, but I can't say if they took part in negotiations or not.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Does the diaspora cooperate with other actors for example nongovernmental

organizations?

Mohammed Shargawi:

Yes, and especially before 2014, 2015, when the revolution started some of them

joint NGO's, which were based in Yemen trying to help.

Some joined NGO’s and others formed their own NGO. When I wrote in England, I
tried to get in touch with them and I succeeded. I was in touch with them but only by email,

but I couldn't really meet them in England.
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You have an association, NGO's website in the UK, the ones which are registered
and most of them were not recognized anymore, simply because, they didn't send their papers
at the right time. I remember that those who were involved in the relief organizations and
development organizations, took part several times in talks and meetings within Chapman

House which is a very powerful think tank.

There's another organization called the British-Yemeni society and many of them are
part or follow their activities. It's also a place where they can meet with other Yemenis,

Yemenis with other belief and tendencies.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

My last question is, do you think that the activity of the diaspora has any significant

effect on the situation in Yemen?

Mohammed Shargawi:

I cannot say it, but it affected the community itself in England. I'm positive about it
because I've seen it on my own eyes. I met with people who were being critical and having
hard opinion about people that they used to gather with, see either in the association or in
the street or in different shops owned by Yemenis there. Just because they came from the
northern part of Yemen and the others from the South, they started to give this very bad
opinion about each other, but mainly coming from the Southerners on Northerners and not

in the opposite side.

The Northerners then used to acknowledge what the North did in the South was bad.
But at the same time, they didn't really question the unity of Yemen. Some of them said, well
if they want their independence back so be it. So, you have a really different opinions, but
as soon as the conflict started and many months before the conflict started in 2015 people
started to get split off in their community and it has a very bad impact on the on their
associations, which are no fund. These associations been there for 30 years. So, we're talking
here about historical associations impacted by the conflict, associations that used to gather

Northerners and Southerners.

The conflict has a bad impact on the community itself, but on the conflict of Yemen

no.
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Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Thank you very much for your time.

66



Ptiloha ¢. 6 — rozhovor s Marine Poirier, rozhovor probéhl 25. 5. 2022

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Good morning, can you please introduce yourself?

Marine Poirier:

Yes, my name is Marine Poirier. I am a researcher at the French Institute for Studies

in Middle East. I'm a political sociologist and I've been working on Yemen since 2006.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

To begin with, can you tell me more about the mobilization of the Yemeni diaspora?

Marine Poirier:

Well, I don’t use the word diaspora in my research, but I work on the political
mobilisation of former regime elites that are abroad. That have fled Yemen since the
beginning of the war or during the conflict at different timings and I try to understand how
they continue to mobilise politically as a group, as political actors, as parties, as institutions.
For example, as a member of Parliament when the political activity is forbidden or very
much controlled. Not only this, they also don't have the right to mobilise as a parliament
abroad. In the Yemeni case the Parliament is only allowed to convene in Yemen and not

abroad.

So, I work on this kind of mobilisation which is a very specific segment of the
Yemenis abroad. I don't use the words diaspora or exile because they are not refugees. Most
of them are not asylum seeker and they are looking forward to going back to Yemen, and
they still go back to Yemen. Where they have their families, where they have their houses.
They are still members of a government that consumes 2/3 of the territory, so they go back.
It's not like a big rupture. When we think of diaspora, we think people that maybe cannot go
back or at least when we think of political diaspora. So, in the case of the Yemenis, they are
here temporarily. And a lot of them have started going back with the latest changes with the

presidential council etc. That happened a month ago.

Lucie dos Santosové da Silva:
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So, you are doing research on Yemeni political elites that are currently abroad. Can
you tell me something about how these political elites cooperate with other actors, e.g.,

nongovernmental organisation?

Marine Poirier:

There are the international organisations such as the United Nations or we could say
all the UNESCO and also The Gulf Council of course is very important. It's a main actor
alongside the UN in organising a company negotiations and peace, dialogue between the
Yemeni actors. There is a special envoy of the UN. Also, we could say, EU ambassadors,
the Gulf countries ambassadors, US ambassadors or the G8 ambassadors. They play an
important role and of course these elites are actively in contact with these actors. Today,
political elites abroad their capacity to act or their legitimacy is too much dependent on
international recognition, right? They have left their country. Their legitimacy or authority

is very disputed in Yemen. [ mean, it's been 7-8 years now.

Since they left Yemen a lot of them have reorganised their activity. One Senate
member told me that his activities shifted towards the international relations, 75 % to

international and only 25% towards the interior.

So, generally speaking, he meets with international actors like the UN diplomats, but
also with think tanks that work alongside the peace process or with nongovernmental, but of
course, tightly political organisation, like Berghof foundations and other organisation of

research.

That is in Cairo, I don't know about other places, but I imagine it's very much similar.
They've spent most of their time meeting with counterparts. It's a way of showing or proving

that you have authority and it's something they very much showcase in the media after.

So, of course, they have very close contacts with these organisations, international
political organisation and people in organisation in instrumental in the peace process, right?
Then there are Yemeni NGOs abroad working for the refugee community or helping people

launch new business.

I believe, the Yemeni politician have had few contacts with these organizations. But

because they are not political actors, and I don’t focus on that in my research.

Lucie dos Santosové da Silva:
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Are these elites active in negotiating with the politicians in the host country? For

example, with Egyptians counterparts.

Marine Poirier:

I have very little knowledge about this. It's very little addressed in the media and
what we could see is only very formal visits and declarations. There are mostly informal
meetings. Egypt supports the internationally recognised government. And supports in
general the Saudi led coalition intervention in Yemen, I'm not sure Egyptians are in centre
of the negotiations. Of course, the political elites here are keen to maintain very good
contacts with their Egyptian counterparts, and some of them have known, for example, as
Members of Parliament or as former ministers they met so. They still have these kinds of

connections and relationships.

Egypt is central in a lot of other regional conflicts or has a role in mediation of these
conflicts. I believe in Yemen case It's more the Gulf countries that played this role. Egypt
has been the largest destination for Yemeni political elites and economical elites. There's a
lot of opportunities for investor to invest in real estate, so there's a lot of cooperation on these

levels actually.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Can you tell me something about how the elites cooperate with politicians in Yemen?

Marine Poirier:

It depends on who you mean by these elites. They are politicians, they left Yemen at
very different timing. They make real effort in in in keeping up, you know, with the
connections inside, but it's a bit complicated. Imagine having contact with your counterparts
that are still in Sanaa. They are very keen to states that they continue to have strong
connections with their fellow. I mean this is true for the GPC!% leaders from the ruling party

leaders. It's much less true with the Islamist party!'°!,

Leaders who have left the Houthi controlled areas and have little contacts with these
areas. But otherwise, if you look at the rest of Yemen and the areas that are formally,

officially controlled by the internationally recognised government. There are lot of links, and

100 General People‘s Congress je jemenska politickd strana, kterou zalozil byvaly prezident Salih.
101 Al-Tslah party
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the use of social media platforms helps a lot. I mean they are in constant communication;

they call etc.

Yes, they continue to solve problems for local people. They send the money and few

of the politicians have been able to visit. And I think this is going to grow.

If we are looking in the direction at least ministers will be based in Aden. Being in
Yemen will help to strengthen the links with the locals. All the people who did not leave.
But there is lot of people that left and then they came back. There is lots of movement

between Egypt and Yemen. And that keeps up the connections.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Are the political elites capable of influencing the recognised government foreign

policy?

Marine Poirier:

Yes, there are links. I mean, the Foreign Minister is a former was US Ambassador
for Yemen. So, he's a very known person who has a lot of connections with Yemenis abroad.
He's been living in Riyadh for years. But I don't know to what extent he makes a foreign

policy on his own.

I mean, what is the capacity of the Yemeni government to design a specific policy.
It's so linked to Saudi Arabia and the Emirates, it's not like they are independent on this
subject. So, the role of other Yemenis abroad even elites support in shaping decision making

is very limited.

First of all because there is very little decision making to take in the war. I mean there
is no foreign policy. There is very little politics of this kind because today the aim is to secure
an internationally friendly environment for this government to have access to resources.
Their capacity to act in Yemen is completely dependent on having the funds. For example,
they might want to support Russia, but they could not. They depend on their European or
US donors, so they have to keep their allies.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

My last question, do you think that the activity of these elites has any significant

effect on the situation in Yemen?
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Marine Poirier:

It's difficult to say. Some business elites, but also ordinary Yemenis, they provide
support for Yemenis in Yemen and that’s important. We could say that what they provide
for the Yemenis today is very limited to compared to their resources. There is a lot of
angriness within Yemeni communities abroad and inside Yemen. About the fact that these
elites have secured their future and their families, and their children go to great universities.

They have bought apartments abroad.

There are people that became rich thanks to the war. This is very much denounced in
in the media and in general within the Yemeni population and even within elite circles. But
some of these people support their region and communities back in Yemen. I mean, it's
outrageous to see difference between the level of living of some people here in Egypt, some
Yemenis. I found people have really gained a lot of resources. I mean, it's incredible. How

much money the Gulf Council countries pour Yemen, and especially within political circles.

But it's hard to give straight answer to this because lot of elites are frustrated because

they have the impression, they cannot do anything anymore.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Thank you very much for your answers and your time.
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Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Good morning, can you please introduce yourself?

Abdul. G. Shaif

My name is Doctor Abdul Ghalil Shaif and I'm the chief executive of ACT. Aspiring

communities together that used to be the Yemeni Community Association.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Please tell me more about ACT activities.

Abdul. G. Shaif

So, in the Yemeni Community Association now it's called ACT, Aspiring
Communities Together. We provide services to Yemenis that live here. So, for example, we
look at things like housing, education, racism, all the issues that they would face. They would
come and see us at ACT, and we would give them a service. We would work through with
their problem and try to resolve their issues. But we also provide basic services like
community language school in Arabic, where we teach the kids the Arabic language, we
have a healthy living centre specifically for women. The women can come in have their own
space, comfort zone. In order to do some healthy living classes. Understand a lot about

things like diabetes and many other health issues, cancer and whatever.

We have a healthy living centre; community language school and we have an advice
service. These three elements are core to the service that we provide to members of Yemeni

Community in Sheffield.

Lucie dos Santosovéa da Silva:

You are Chairman of Friends of South Yemen. Can you please tell me more about

this organization?

Abdul. G. Shaif

Friends of South Yemen was an organisation set up two years ago to give the base

politicians and the international politicians an idea of South Yemen. Its history, its culture,
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its way of life, its people, their aspirations and the difficulties they are facing during the war,

which has taken over seven years ago.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Does the Friends of South Yemen cooperate with other organisations, for example

with British Yemeni Society?

Abdul. G. Shaif

Yes, we link with the members of the British Parliament, we link with the Yemeni
British society, and we link with the organisations in South Yemen that are working towards
the establishment of a South Yemeni state. We also have links with the United Nations and

the European Union.

We send our newsletter monthly to these organisations and these individuals, so they

can have more understanding of South Yemen.

At the moment, the international community and the regional community are more
looking at the way to stop the war in Yemen generally, rather than the establishment of a
South Yemeni state. But because Ansar Allah or the Houthis have taken over the North of
Yemen. It seems logical that the end peace settlement could result in a South Yemeni state.
Because I cannot personally see how the South Yemenis will be able to join hands with the

Houthis or Ansar Allah in the North, to actually stay in one Yemeni state.

So, I think the options are either we have a two regional solution, where the South
becomes one region and the North another region and there is some centralised form of
communication between the two or we have a two separate states. That is what we're calling

for as the central state in the South.

Now, the South used to have a state before 1990. But in 1990 they went into an
amalgamation of the two countries. In a way that many people thought that might work, but
it eventually didn't work because there was not enough focus on how the new state could
work.

So, the experiment for the past 33 years of Yemeni unity has failed to achieve anything.

In fact, it resulted in two wars one in 1994 and one in 2015, which we're still having now.

Consequently, the majority of people in the South would want their own state.
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Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Can you tell me more about cooperation with politician in the UK? You said earlier
that you cooperate with members of British Parliament? Do you cooperate only with one

party or from different political parties?

Abdul. G. Shaif

We work across parties. We work with both the Conservatives and the Labour Party
in the same way as when we communicate information to the United States, we do it to the

Republicans and the Democrats.

We appeal to anyone that might support Yemen, but also to give them an
understanding of what the issues are in Yemen, because people see just a war, but they don't

see the underlying issues.

One of the underlying issues is the fact that people have come to a conclusion that
unity of Yemen has failed and that we need to look at another way of running Yemen. We've
been very active in giving this information to these politicians, so they can be equipped with
the information necessary. They see Yemen under a humanitarian disaster and the war which
we all agree, but unless you have a proposal and the solution, you're not going to be able to
resolve that problem. So, we put forward a proposal of how the Yemen situation and this
complication can be resolved through a two-state solution. Starting with a two-reason
solution, and I think you'll find that on our website the proposal that we've made and then

on our Facebook page if you're going to it, you'll see the proposal in detail.

Lucie dos Santosové da Silva:

Do you cooperate with the Southern Transitional Council in Yemen?

Abdul. G. Shaif

Yes, we have good communication with the Southern Transitional Council. Although
we are independent, we agree with them on their aim for getting the southern state. We have
good communication with Andrew Zubaidi, who's the leader of the Southern Transitional

Council.

Lucie dos Santosovéa da Silva:

Can you tell me more about the mobilisation of Yemenis in Britain?
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Abdul. G. Shaif

It's not difficult to mobilise South Yemenis around the issue of a southern Yemeni
state. | would say that 95% of South Yemenis want an independence. If there was a
referendum in South Yemen, you'll most likely get the desired result. One thing that we've
been requesting United Nations is to give us an opportunity to hold a referendum in the
South, to show that people in the South want this state. But so far, we've not had any positive
results from that, mainly because the West itself is focused on the war and the humanitarian

disaster rather than the issues.

The United Nation hasn't really pulled its socks together to try and get a solution.
They haven't been active and we're trying to get them to accelerate their diplomatic efforts

to get a solution to the war.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Do you think that the activity of the diaspora has any significant effect on the

situation in Yemen?

Abdul. G. Shaif

Yes, huge significance. This broader community has been affected greatly because
their families are stuck in Yemen and require a lot of support from the Diaspora Committee.
So much of the money that's been going in into Yemen has been through the diaspora
communities whether it's the UK, whether it's in America, or it's in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait or
Qatar. People have been sending money to support their families during a huge humanitarian

Crisis.

So, this is one area, the second area is that the diaspora community is very politically
active. They're more active about the politics back home in Yemen than they are about the
politics in the countries that they're living in, like the UK and the United States, everywhere

else.

Yemenis are organised other through political parties in Yemen, or they're organised
through their own self-help groups like the Yemeni Community Association. There they can
come and have discussions about what's going on in Yemen and put forward solutions put
forward ideas, but they have been affected their life has been taken over by the discussion

on Yemen and their health and well-being has been affected hugely because of what's
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happening in Yemen. Some of these diaspora people do go back and come, they go to Yemen
and come back. They take some dangerous journeys just because they want to see their

families.
So, the diaspora community is very well involved in the crisis in Yemen.

Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

Isn’t the british diaspora community exhausted from following the conflict? We have

Covid crisis and in UK was Brexit. These are very tiring and unexpected situations.

Abdul. G. Shaif

I think people do feel there is hope for a solution. I mean, I'm quite pessimistic
considering the circumstances on the ground in Yemen, but I think people do have hope.
Yemenis are very resilient people, they've been there. It's old culture, five, seven thousand
years old. I think the interference from outside Yemen, whether it's regional countries or
whether it's the US and Britain that the interference inside Yemen hasn't helped. It should
help, but I think it's made matters worse. Yes, because what's happened is that they support
one group or another against one group or another, and in a sense, they've become complicit

in the war and they're not looking objectively, and they are not looking for solutions.

Lot of interests are working together; I think not to forget as well that Iran is actively
supporting the Houthis. I think that brings a different kind of politics into the whole situation.
Saudi Arabia doesn't want Iran to have any influence in Yemen, because it's always been
seen as their backyard. But there is Iranian influence in the process and that brings another
conflict here. Some people think that this is a war between Saudi Arabia and Iran and the

victims are the Yemenis who are dying every day in order to feed into that issue.

We're not in post COVID times, we have economic difficulties in Britain, there is
Brexit, but I think the most important issue for diaspora community hasn't been these issues,
it's been the war in Yemen. They've just managed to go by with these issues in the same way
as many people in the general population up. But their main issue, their main worry and their
main difficulty that has created difficult circumstances has been the war in Yemen, for these

diaspora communities.
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Lucie dos Santosova da Silva:

I have one more question. Since the beginning of the war are disagreements between
southern and Yemenis and northern Yemenis become more significant or maybe better more

frequent than before, or is the relationship more or less the same?

Abdul. G. Shaif

I think that there's an element of the people in the South who want to have
independent South Yemen, and there are people now in the North who accept the fact that
we might be better off in two states. But there are still people in the North, particularly the
ruling regime that still wants unity. And the reason is because most of the resources are in

the South in terms of oil and gas and ports.

The ruling regime in the North has always had an interest in that, and they feel that
if the South does separate from the North, they would lose those resources. You've got to
look at it geographically as well, the South is much bigger than the North geographically,
and also less populated, while you've got 5,000,000 in the South, you've got 23 million in
the North.

So, these people, these particular traders, investors and politicians in the North do
see the importance of the South, then poses a sound to them, not in terms of ensuring that

the South is better resource but ensuring that they're better results from the South.

So, I think that again is a fundamental problem, but there are solutions to that, and
we put them forward. If you look at the proposal for the solution, we've actually said that
economically, that there should be some relationship that ensures that the 23 million in the

North are not left without. Many of these benefits from these resources that exist in South.

Lucie dos Santosovéa da Silva:

Thank you very much for your time and have a nice day.
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