Abstract

The thesis deals with the topic of communication disorders in relation to school maturity and
the child's preparation for first grade. The theoretical part is devoted to the theoretical definition
of the issue of school maturity and readiness, with an emphasis on communication skills and
the impact of impaired communication skills on first grade education. It also focuses on the
possibilities of developing a child's communication skills before entering first grade. One of the
chapters focuses on Elkonin's stimulating language skills training program. The practical part
of the thesis is conducted by qualitative method of investigation through semi-structured
interviews with a clinical speech therapist, a special educator - speech therapist and a speech
therapy assistant. The practical part explores the developmental opportunities for the child with
impaired communication skills and the benefits of the Elkonin programme for training language

skills for impaired communication skills in preparation for the start of compulsory schooling.
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