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UNIVERSITY OF OSTRAVA 
í A C U l  TY OF SCIENCE 

range of research interest interconnected by geographic area is the evidence of 

multi.disciplinary approach of the candidate and his development in the field of biodiversity 

research. The most recent article dealing with pollinator syndrome under different 

environmental conditions (published in Ecology Letters) in the thesis is a good example of 

candidate research excellence. 

I have several questions for the candidate: 

Can you roughly estimate the proportion of undiscovered species of Lepidoptera from 

Mt. Cameroon and specify some of the other families that are also neglected? ls the situation 

the same for other popular insect orders such as Coleoptera or Orthoptera? 

The paper on moth diversity in south African savannahs was accepted in the journal lnsects, 

which is the one of relatively high impacted MDPI journals. Many researchers and institutions 

consider the publisher as controversial and suspect of predatory practices. I would like to 

know candidate experience with peer review process and his attitude towards MDPI journals 

(I have to mention that the quality of the candidate paper is very good and my team also 

published in lnsect and I have reviewed several manuscripts there). 

There is no doubt that Robert Tropek's habilitation thesis meets all the requirements 

for this type of graduation work. Further, the thesis forms the whole and is not only readable 

but also entertaining. As I know Robert, I am not surprised that I did not find any substantial 

flaw. I am happy to have the opportunity to be the reviewer and I strongly recommend to 

award the candidate the "docent" title. 

ln Ostrava, 14th December 2022 Pavel Drozd 
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