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I. Hodnoceni celého doktorského studia

Mr. Slavomir Cépld started his doctoral studies in 2012. His study duties were fulfilled according to
plan during the whole course of his studies, including personal attendance on seminars held within the
frame of this study (the student had to commute between Praha and Bratislava). During the whole
study, he presented himself as a student with active interest in the topic of his dissertation, with
broader perspective of a linguistic study of Maltese, based on corpus approach and mostly using formal
means of analysis.

Within his study, he managed to receive a support from the GAUK agency, and as a result he managed
to publish an article in IF journal?, further on he actively took part in the discussions on Maltese
linguistics, delivered several contributions on prestigious conferences related to his topics, in 2017 he
even was one of the main conveners of a conference held in Bratislava?. His publication list during his
studies is a rich one, most of them in international forums.2.

Il. Celkové zhodnoceni disertacni prace

The dissertation and its topic is to a great deal a result of an independent work of the student. The
topic is based on data retrieval of a large corpus of Maltese, compiled by the disertant himself. The
research was designed by the student, the tutor’s intervention was not crucial.

The dissertation is relatively long (286 pages), and the disertant left many topics off from the final
version, the reason being mainly the length of the proposed work.

As for the structure of the work, in a very brief overview, the author in the first 50 pages covers
information on the state of the art of the topic with a fitting survey of recent positions. After that, he
formulates his research questions including the approches for their analysis. The subsequent part is
dedicated to the characteristics of the corpus of written Maltese, compiled by the author himself (both
the corpus and the treebank built above the corpus. This part is relatively long, some 120 pages, but it
seems necessary for correct evaluation of his analyses in the subsequent parts. The author chooses
the Universal Dependencies approach, as a relatively uniform theory that should enable analyses also
across the borders of individual languages. In the next 60 pages one finds his analysis of the constituent
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order in Maltese. In conclusions, there is a short summary of the results (could be expanded), and
prospects for future research.

Should the overall level of the dissertation be judged, in my view it is very high. The author’s style is a
readable one, and a vivid one, although sometimes maybe too sharp or quick. He can very well capture
the substance of the approaches, his arguments are in great majority of cases well built. He proved
excellent abilities to work with different types of theories and analytical tools and to rightly appreciate
their pros and cons. As a result, we find a persuasive analysis of the data collected.

| had the opportunity to raise all the objections during the phase of the writing of the dissertation, that
is why | do not ask any further questions here and leave this space to the opponents of the dissertation.

. Zavér

In my view the dissertation of Mr. Cépldé meets all the requirements of a doctoral dissertation. It
proposes an original research based on data collection of his own that form a representative
foundation for the study itself. There is new and original information in the dissertation, the arguments
are well founded and persuasively justified. As such, the work can be submitted for defense.

| recommend the presented work to the defense and my tentative assesment is PASSED.

Domnivam se, Ze ptredloZena prace bezpecné spliiuje vSechny pozadavky kladené na praci disertacni.
Jde o origindIni vyzkum, postaveny na vlastnim sbéru dat, kterd tvofi reprezentativni podklad pro
samotnou studii. Prace pfinasi nové poznatky, které jsou podloZzené a presvédcivé zdlvodnéné. Jako

takovou ji podle mého ndzoru Ize predlozit k obhajobé.

PredloZenou disertaéni praci doporucuji k obhajobé a predbéiné klasifikuji jako PROSPEL

V Praze dne 10.6.2018 Petr Zemanek



