Abstract
The thesis analyses the representation of gay male characters in comics published by Marvel
and DC in the 1990s. Through a comparative analysis based on the data collected, the publishers'
approaches to three aspects of the representation of homosexuality - that is, coming out, the subsequent
representation of sexuality, and the topic of HIV/AIDS - will be compared. Five characters were
selected for comparison from the two publishers based on certain criteria such as the number of
appearances in the comics or the year of coming out about sexuality. For these selected characters, the

author of this thesis follows the mentioned themes and then compares their subsequent representation.



