Abstract

Sexually transmitted infections are among the diseases that are showing an increase and pose
significant health problems, especially among the young population. They directly impact
sexual reproductive health through stigma, infertility, cancer and pregnancy complications and
can increase the risk of HIV.

The dissertation focuses on the epidemiological situation of sexually transmitted infections in
the Czech Republic. It seeks to supplement the missing data on this group of diseases and thus
contribute by analysis to a better understanding of the development and current state in the
Czech Republic. The work is conceived as a set of articles. Within the dissertation, the author
introduces the context of his professional focus within the field of knowledge through published
studies. The published studies that make up this dissertation focused on four critical areas of
the issue of sexually transmitted infections: health literacy, socio-demographic analysis of
injecting drug users, HIV testing at the time of the pandemic and regional differences

The first set of included papers analysed HIV/AIDS health literacy levels. Knowledge of
inequalities in health literacy is a crucial prerequisite for applying preventive measures. The
second of the enrolled studies focused on analysing sexually transmitted infections in the
injecting drug user population. A third of the research focused on the recent issue of HIV
infection testing in the context of the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic in the Czech
Republic. The results of this study provide a positive finding that the pandemic did not have a
statistically significant effect on the change in HIV testing. The latest study analysed the
epidemiological situation in three selected regions of the Czech Republic based on individual
data. The study revealed statistically significant regional differences.

The chapter of the concluding stats lists the enrolled studies' limitations, benefits, and practice

recommendations.
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