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Legal regulation of the end of marriage by divorce during the years 

1918 - 1963 in comparison with the current legal regulation 

Abstract 

This thesis deals with the historical development of divorce law in the Czech lands and 

the comparison with the current legislation. The aim of the thesis is to describe and analyse the 

legal regulations of the termination of marriage by divorce and separation mainly between 1918 

and 1963 in a comprehensive and clear manner. The thesis captures the significant changes that 

have taken place in the law of divorce and separation and seeks to approach not only the 

substantive law but also the procedural law. The author based her work on specialist literature, 

case law, contemporary texts, substantive and procedural law, documents from the Prague City 

Archives and foreign language literature. The sources show what changes the transformation of 

the legal regulation of marriage has achieved and also what improvements in the legal 

regulation can be achieved. 

 For a proper interpretation of the thesis, the concepts related to divorce, separation and 

divorce law are defined in the introduction of the first chapter. The first part of the thesis further 

deals with the development of the legal regulation of separation and divorce, among other things, 

the first documented termination of marriage on the Czech territory is presented.  The following 

second part deals with the legal regulation of the dissolution of marriage after the establishment 

of the Czechoslovak Republic. Among other things, this part of the thesis deals with the change 

in the approach to separation and the assumption of separation powers by the state. The third 

part deals with the change in the legal regulation of divorce brought about by the communist 

takeover of Czechoslovakia. This part also focuses on the transformation of the concept of 

grounds of separation, where since the new law came into force there is only one. The fourth 

part deals with the legal regulation of the termination of marriage by divorce under the current 

legislation. Among other things, some continuities with the previous legislation are mentioned. 

The last part of the thesis deals with the conceptualization of divorce, a comparison of the so-

called hardness clause and then a comparison of court proceedings and court records from three 

time periods.  
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